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On the Road Again
by Rev. Paul Cho

In classic summertime fashion, many of us will
be on the road traveling to and from our friends
and loved ones throughout the country and
some across the globe. Being with family
certainly feels better than most things in our
world. As I write this, I have just been reunited
with my own family so I may be biased.
And while it is neither the most comfortable
of times nor easiest to manage, there are few
things that I’d rather spend my time doing.
Being with family (biological or other loved
ones) is a reminder of all that is most
important.
For me, that is love. Love was first introduced
to me by my family. I found it in my parents.
It bound me to my siblings (my sister and
cousins). It drew me to my wife and it created a
family for myself. If God is love, and love is the
root of family, then when I am with family, I
cannot deny that God is alive, God is at work,
and that God is good.
Hours of singing in the car with my sister or
days of shopping with my mother for gifts
brought excitement. The preparing of gifts, the
planning of special events or of long overdue

rest and relaxation, and the planning of meals
together are all a part of that excitement as
well. Sure, the logistics are often challenging,
but is there anything else you’d rather be
stressed about?
I believe we are all on our journey home; as
individuals and as a faith community to our
eternal home with God that is both in our future
and in our midst. As I look over this past year
and the journey we have been on, I am mindful
of the ways that First Church Tucson and the
Korean Fellowship have been faithful to each
other. It has been challenging for many of you,
I’m sure, adjusting to me as your new pastor
and to all the changes that came with our
unique partnership. Still, I am grateful for much
of our venture. I am grateful for the opportunity
to be in worship in both my native languages.
I am grateful for our continued faithfulness in
supporting the Inn Project. I am grateful for our
progressing stewardship of both our gifts and
our facility. I am also grateful for the new
ministries that we have enjoyed, in particular
our joint choral program, and our ministry
partnership with Menlo Park United Methodist.
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Gordon Cheeseman looks back at a long life
well-lived, and declares himself “blessed.” Born as
World War I was drawing to a close, Gordon grew
up on a farm in Illinois, the eldest of three children.
“I always wanted to be a pilot, but my eyesight
wasn’t good enough,” Gordon says, so he did the
next best thing: he got a federal certificate to work
on radio equipment and in 1941 joined the Army
Air Corps as a radio operator. “We flew over the Atlantic at night on a B-24,
looking for German submarines,” Gordon recalls.
After receiving an officers’ commission in the Signal Corps, he went to
Guadalcanal where he worked for two years to repair radio equipment.
Though he was shipped to the Philippines to get ready for the invasion of
Japan, he soon had enough points (4½ years in the service) to be eligible
to go home.
He returned to his first job at a radio station in Illinois, but broader horizons
soon beckoned. When AT&T developed the first telephone service in cars
in 1947, Gordon installed and repaired those telephones.
Another technological advancement led to his next job as a contractor with
NASA in 1960 where he helped develop 18 stations around the world to catch
the astronauts’ transmissions as they flew over. “They were flying about 200
miles high, so we had to get their information very quickly,” Gordon says.
Going from job to job at the Western Electric Company, he went all over the
world until he retired in 1978. Although he says he has had many good jobs,
he recalls working for NASA as the most rewarding.
After working at Fort Huachuca for four years, Gordon says “I got sand in my
shoes, so we lived in Sierra Vista and then Tucson.”
He met his wife Cornelia at the radio station in Illinois; they were married for
60 years and had two children. He attended FUMC in Tucson, and after his
wife died, he married Wilma whom he had met there. They have been married
for 14 years.
Reflecting on his long life, he remembered the scary times when, before the
U.S. entered WW II, German subs were sinking American passenger ships.
“Although I wanted to be a flyer, I went around the world twice, visited 24
countries, and flew 612,000 miles altogether,” Gordon reports proudly. He
recorded all his travels in a flight log. “I have had so many blessings.”

On the Road Again
by Rev. Paul Cho
Cont’d from Page 1

With this in mind and with the confidence I have in the Holy Spirit that
binds us and leads us together, I look forward to all that we will enjoy
in our continued journey home together.
Join me in singing this Willie Nelson tune,
“On the road again, just can't wait to get on the road again.
The life I love is makin' music with my friends, And I can't wait to get
on the road again.”
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Solar Electricity and Covered Parking Coming Soon
by Bruce Billings

After much planning, the First Church leaders decided to cover our
parking lot with solar panels. The panels will provide more power
than we use, so that our electric bill will drop from its current $2,650/
month to $50/month! This savings, plus rebates and tax credits, will
repay the $350,000 cost in ten years. So, in addition to having the
comfort of covered parking, the Church electric bill will be amazingly
low for the rest of its 30 year life-expectancy.
While there will be some disruption to parking during construction, we
will use the spaces on 4th Street along the south side of the church,
and parking in the UA garage is free on Sundays. We expect the
project to be completed this summer before our students and winter
visitors return.
If you are interested in more information, please contact Sam Haney,
Chairman of Trustees, Howard Velzy who spear-headed the project
or Bruce Billings who has had a rooftop system for ten years.
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A Peek Into Our Church History
Summer Anniversaries
6/05 Gordon Cheeseman &
Willa Hawley
6/08 Lee & Mary Lynne
DeMarinis
6/09 Bob & Jessie Hansen
6/10 Howard & Carol Velzy
7/02 Antonio & Estella

by Lance Cole, Church Historian

George H. Adams was from Ohio. His father was a farmer and a pastor; his
mother a housewife. He grew up farming and fought in the Civil War for the
North as a surveyor. He had a bad right leg and always limped. He joined
the war at 27, and was discharged four years later. He then started to do
surveying in the west, when he was called by the Bishop of the Colorado
Annul Conference, to be a missionary in Arizona. From there he served and
became a Methodist Pastor and was the one who created the churches in
Prescott and Tucson.

George became the first Pastor of our church in 1879.

Peralta

Taken from the Arizona Daily Star.

7/12 Steven & Lana Yoo
7/14 John & Sharon Olbert
7/20 Bruce & Charlotte Baker
7/27 Howard & Barbara

Radical Hospitality
by Cindy Rinehart

Jones
7/31 Tom & Pat Clark
8/14 Sam Haney &

Trang Phan-Haney
8/15 Byung Yul & Young Kim

“The Inn” is a ministry of the United Methodist Church Desert Southwest
Conference that shelters and cares for children and their parents seeking
asylum in the United States. The families have gone through U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP), Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE), and are released to continue the immigration process. Our
volunteers provide temporary shelter, food, clothing, showers, and
compassion for these vulnerable families, giving them a safe place to stay
while they transition to the next part of their journeys.
Since its beginnings in December of 2016, The Inn has served more than
3,500 people with an average of ten people coming through our doors each
day. New families are constantly arriving so our needs are great and help is
appreciated from anyone with an open heart.

Light Bulb Ideas!
by Cindy Rinehart

As the editor, I will be looking for great articles to include each time we
have a Connect sent out. Please be sure to let me know if you have any
ideas for articles of interest to our congregations. If you don’t want to be
the writer, you can still share a good idea for someone else to write. I
look forward to hearing from you! Thanks, Cindy.
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Our Choir Soars with Voices & Instruments
by Teddy Wintersteen

The choir arranges itself on the steps in front
of the congregation, the slender figure
dressed in black steps onto her podium, and
the congregation settles back in anticipation
of another spiritual and musical gift.
Eunji Lee, FUMC’s choir director this year,
was born in Seoul, South Korea and came to
the University of Arizona three years ago to
pursue a PhD in choral conducting. Eunji,
the eldest of four children and daughter of a
businessman and a housewife, learned about the UofA’s choral music
program when Dr. Bruce Chamberlain, head of the university’s choral
music program, visited Korea to conduct a workshop.
“That was my turning point,” Eunji says. “My goal was always to come
to a Western country to study music.”
Though the U.S. poses challenges in language, Eunji likes the
greater variety of music and the more open communication with her
professors she finds here.
“Korean music is getting to be very Western now,” Eunji says.
Korean church music caters to its young congregations with electronic
music - keyboard, guitars, and drums. But Eunji likes classical
Western music and frequently arranges that music to maximize our
church’s choir and musical instruments available in the congregation.
“I’d like to stay in America for my professional life,” Eunji says,
“because there are more opportunities here.” After a summer visit to
her home in Korea, she plans to return for one more year of study to
complete her PhD. Her area of study focuses on the 19th century
French composer Saint Saens and his Christmas oratorio. She will
analyze the piece, trying to understand what makes it beautiful and
unique. A performance will be the finale of her study.
“My perfect job would be to be a choir conductor where I could
cultivate my knowledge and skills, and to teach at a university,”
she concludes.

Sunday
Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy our
after-church fellowship
hours in the Social
Hall? If you want it to
continue, we need
help! Allan and Teddy
have left for the
summer. The people
who help set up and
clean up are tired. We
need someone on
Sunday mornings to:


Organize food
donations
 Make coffee,
lemonade and set
up water
 Clean up
 Purchase the
necessary supplies
(reimbursable).
All these things are now
being done by one or
two people, and it takes
several hours each
Sunday. Perhaps you or
your group could handle
a month at a time?
Please prayerfully
consider these needs;
and if you can help, see
Diana Gertz or Margo
Kahler.

We at FUMC can give her a good recommendation for that position!
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Annual Conference 2018
by Rev. Paul Cho

Happy Birthday
America!
Our multi-cultural event
for the summer is
our Fourth of July
Celebration here at
First Church where we
will invite the members
of Menlo Park United
Methodist Church and
will, of course, want our
Korean congregation to
join us as well. We will
be offering hot dogs,
hamburgers, potato
salad, baked beans,
chips, watermelon and
apple pie on the menu.
There will be games
and an opportunity to
stay and watch the
fireworks at 9:00. The
time has not been
finalized at print time
but it will be an evening
dinner and event. We
encourage all of our
members who are in
town to join us in this
celebration.

The Desert Southwest Annual Conference will be in session this June
14th-17th. We enter into this session recognizing that our denomination
is in serious discernment for a way forward from the divisions that
exists within ourselves. We have not forgotten the realities of an aging
church, and declining members. Yet, we believe God is calling us to be
a “Courageous Church: Loving like Jesus, acting for justice, united in
hope.”

Our focus this year will be in “Giving God our Best.” What does each of
the congregations of our conference have to offer? What does each of
our clergy and lay persons have to offer? This is an important question
for us to examine because we often think that we have nothing (more)
to offer. Yet, our scripture tells us God sees our gifts entirely differently.
Even two copper coins of a poor widow meant more than the riches of
others (Mark 12:41-44).
We may not have much to offer in the eyes of our world. They laugh
at our squabbles and think that our declining church is a sure sign of
failure. Doomsday rhetoric and the death of the United Methodist
Church may be their anthem.
Even so, God calls us to be a courageous church, especially at times
like this. We have been a courageous church these past 50 years since
the birth of our United Methodist Church. Let us continue and look
simply into faithfully giving God our best, and placing all of our concerns
at rest.
Pray for the church and her leaders, lay and clergy alike, that we may
together join in serving God with bravery, affection, peace, and unity.
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Will It Fit Me?
By Inn Project Volunteer

Church Calendar

The clothes in the box were clean but jumbled.
Some still had tags. A small girl watched
as I lifted a man’s long-sleeved shirt, in a
nondescript shade of brown. Small and thin
for her age, and slightly out of breath from
playing with a stroller and doll, she showed a
bright curiosity in the mystery of this box.
Other mysteries had recently unfolded. A car ride. A cot beside her
mother’s. A toothbrush in hard plastic. I removed a baby’s one piece
from the box. Tan chico. More dark colors. Then a sweater in bright
pink with all its buttons. I held it open for her and smiled.
This six-year old from Guatemala
might still be lingering in a
detention center, without the
shelter and care of The Inn Project
of the Southwest Conference of
the United Methodist. She and her
mom legally seek asylum in the
United States.

To access the calendar on
line click on the link above.
If you received a hard copy
of the Connect newsletter in
the mail, you can type in the
address below to access the
calendar:
http://
www.calendarwiz.com/
firstchurchtucson

Two Inn Project Guests

Welcome - Amy Johnson
by Cindy Rinehart

Amy is one of our new members and has much to offer our church.
She grew up in Chicago but moved to Seattle and eventually to
southern Arizona (Green Valley and Tucson). She worked as a system
analyst with Russell Investments, but has also worked for Allstate
Home Office and Bank of America.

The Meet 'n Eat group
will not be meeting for
the summer months.
Look for the first
meeting to be scheduled
in September. Enjoy
your summer!

Amy has five children, 12 grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.
She is currently divorced but is “going steady.”
Her interests include karate (she is a 5th degree black belt) and singing.
She originally joined her former church choir after her Walk to Emmaus.
She is currently a facilitator and would love to help the church using this
skill. She also loves singing in our choir.
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Donate Sanctuary Flowers
Would you like to place
flowers in the sanctuary
in honor or memory of a
loved one? If so, please
write your name on the
flower calendar located
on the wall outside the
church office. You will be
contacted to learn what
type of flowers you wish
and the announcement
you would like placed in
the Sunday bulletin.
Please make checks
payable to FUMC in the
amount of $35.00.

915 E 4th Street
Tucson, AZ 85719

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed - Friday
office@firstchurchtucson.org
www.firstchurchtucson.org
Sundays at First Church:
8:30 am Worship
10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship
11:45 am Korean Worship
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Cinco de Mayo Celebration
by Cindy Rinehart

On May 5 we had our first combined activity with our sister
church, Menlo Park United Methodist Church. Held in our
Social Hall, our friends at Menlo Park prepared a feast of food
to celebrate their Hispanic culture. We were served enchiladas,
tacos, tamales, beans, rice, and jamaica (hibiscus drink). The
food was absolutely delicious and the cooks worked very hard
preparing the meal.
We will reciprocate by providing a special meal to celebrate
the Fourth of July and later the Korean congregation will
provide a Korean celebration. It is hoped that these events
will further our understanding of each other’s cultures and
promote great communication. Please plan to participate in
each of these events.

