Hope United Church of Christ Moline, IL
Worship Bulletin February 21, 2021
First Sunday in Lent
Thank you for joining us for worship today.
We are glad you are here!
No matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome at Hope UCC!

Noah and the Rainbow by Marc Chagall.

PRELUDE Quiet Place - Peterson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING MEDITATION: (Please light your candle at home; all 6 candles are lit in the sanctuary)

We have come together this morning for renewal—in worship and as a community of faith. We’ve
greeted one another, typed in our hellos, laughed, and virtually hugged. But now the time of reflection
and stillness is upon us. It is the first Sunday in Lent—the season for journeys of the heart. Close your
eyes. Be still. Listen. We are entering a holy time. The Lenten candles have been lit, but over the next
six weeks the light will slowly fade into darkness. For we are retelling the story of Jesus’ betrayal and
suffering and death. We do this not to be morbid, but because in the story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, God is revealed—in the amazing transformation of death into life, in endings transformed
into beginnings, and in dead-ends that become a source for new possibilities.

This is the sacred center of our faith—the truth made manifest in Jesus Christ—that God is in each and
every one of us, quietly transforming us and the world. In his pain and suffering, Jesus speaks to every
pain and loss you have endured and offers you the promise of transformation. It's an old story, but it
still has the power to reveal, to heal, and to redeem. Jesus is at the heart of our faith, in the depth of
our souls. He is waiting for us, inviting us to leave ordinary time and follow along with him on the journey
that brought him to the Cross. Listen in silence, for Jesus is calling you. (a time of silence)

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Welcome to the time of covenant renewal. The God of our salvation greets us here.

Many:We are reminded of God’s promises to us; We remember the promises we have made.

One: Sense the Spirit descending on us now. Hear God’s welcoming voice.

Many: Surely God is with us. We can hear God calling our names.

One: See the rainbow in the sky. Wonder at God’s steadfast love.

Many:All creation proclaims the wonders of God. We come together to learn what God wants
to teach us.

INVITING GOD INTO OUR MIDST

Lead us in your truth this day, gracious God. We long to know your ways and to be guided by
your Spirit. Direct us into that realm where your purposes govern the hearts and minds of all
your children. We want to grow in the likeness of Jesus, to learn to live in ways that are pleasing
to you. We wait for you now, eager to respond to your instruction. Let nothing cut us off from
you or separate us from one another, not only in this time of worship but as we face the
challenges of another week. Amen.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Have mercy on your church, O God, for we forget the covenant into which you call us. We
muddle along in our self-serving schemes rather than waiting on your word. We follow the path
of least resistance without seeking your higher way. We forget our baptism into a faith
community built on trust and forgiveness. We turn from the vision of heaven to the treacherous
hell of competing egos. O God, we turn to you to lead us to a new day. According to your
steadfast love, forgive us, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PASSING OF PEACE

We are created in the image of God and are blessed with the capacity to reflect God’s will in our daily
lives. God cares for us and invests us with responsibility. Thus God honors us with high expectations
and confidence in our willingness to seek out life’s best for all people. We are loved. We are forgiven.
Our baptism is renewed.

Let us offer one another the gift of peace. May the Lord’s peace by with you!

(If you are using this liturgy as a private devotion or participating in the live stream worship, please
hold out your hands in blessing for all you are joined with in spirit. If you are participating in the live
stream worship, please type in your peace greeting.)

SPECIAL MUSIC Dona Nobis Pacem
Stacy and Betsy Demarest, Jan Birdsell, Kathy Lewis handbell ensemble, Ben Holmes, piano

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts)

One: May the Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Let us pray....

With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEBREW LESSONS

Genesis 9: 8-17

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®*“As for me, | am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, '%and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.£ '"|
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” ?God said, “This is the sign of the covenant
that | make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
3] have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
“When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 'l will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. '®When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”
7God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh
that is on the earth.”



Psalm 25:1-10

' To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.
2 O my God, in you | trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.

5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all day long.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

" Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!

8 Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

9 He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.

10" All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Mark 1:9-15

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
1And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. ""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;*®
with you | am well pleased.”

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news® of God,* "5and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;? repent, and believe in the good
news.”

SERMON “Welcome to the Promise”
SERMON HYMN #391 In The Midst of New Dimensions (see end of bulletin)

INVITATION TO OFFERING

We dare to believe that the Power holding together the infinite reaches of time and space has entered
into a covenant relationship with people on this tiny planet, that God gives us responsibility to be co-
creators in the covenant community which is intended for all humanity. Our giving is dedicated to that
end.



We are profoundly grateful for your continued support of Hope UCC as we stay connected as a faith
community in this time of social distancing and spiritual connection. We are continuing the ministry of
our church throughout this stay at home order and we thank you for making this possible. We now
have two ways to make your offering. Hope UCC is now able to offer e-giving through Breeze
Management System to make it safer and easier for you to give anytime. You are able to safely
donate electronically using your credit card or ACH transfer. You can find the link on our church
website (www.hopeuccqc.org). We also invite you to mail your offering to the church office — mail and
messages are checked daily by Pastor Santina. Thank you for your generosity- your commitment is
vital to continuing our congregation's ministries and commitments. Hope Grows! And there is nothing-
not even a global pandemic - that can stop it! ©

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Thank you, God, for the signs and wonders that reveal your presence. Thank you for the covenant
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. We want to do our part to share your love with the world. Use our offerings and
our lives to bring a realization of your reign among us. Extend your realm by re-creating the church as
a true representation of Jesus Christ. May we be humble, teachable, and faithful as we seek to lead
others into covenant community. Amen.

CLOSING MEDITATION:

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and pain of injustice in the world.

(Please extinguish your candle at home; one candle is extinguished in the sanctuary)

Let us pray:

All: Loving God, as we journey through this holy season of Lent, give us strength and courage
to make the changes that are needed in our lives. Open our hearts and minds to your steadfast
presence and help us to put our trust in you. Amen.

BENEDICTION

One: Go now, and live before God in openness and integrity.

Many: Set your minds on the ways of God, not clinging to your own life, but taking up your
cross and following Jesus.

One: And may God our Creator hold you in God’s eternal promise;

Many: May Jesus Christ our redeemer hold you in love and mercy;

One: And may the Holy Spirit our guide make you grow strong in faith and lead you in the ways of
righteousness.

Many: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Amen.

POSTLUDE In Christ There is No East or West - Hayes

Used by permission: One License # A-733028
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11387335
Adapted from work created by Jeanyne Slettom on www.processandfaith.org/



In the Midst of New Dimensions

391

Julian Rush, 1985; aft. Gen. 9:12-16; Exod. 13:2.1—22; Num. 14:14
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Julian Rush, an ordained minister in the United Methodist Tune: NEW DIMENSIONS 8.7.8.7. with refrain
Church, has spent more than a decade as director of the Julian Rush, 1985
Colorado AIDS Project. He wrote this hymn on the theme of Arr. The New Century Hymnal, 1994

“diversity” for a meeting of the Rocky Mountain Conference
(United Methodist).



