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The Life of Jesus according to MARK
Introduction

1 The following account highlights the life of Jesus Christ, who followed God’s advice for a better life.  When he was about 30 years of age, a man named John  began encouraging others to follow God’s advice, as God’s spokesman Isaiah had done long ago. 

Even though John spent most of his time in a remote area, where he wore clothes made of camel fur and ate grasshoppers and honey, a lot of people from Jerusalem and other towns in Judea went to hear him share God’s advice for a better life.  Many of them wanted a better life, so they asked John to rinse them in the Jordan River to symbolize their desire to clean up their lives.  John explained that he could only symbolize their willingness to follow God’s advice, but someone else would help them actually do it.

Before long, Jesus came from his hometown of Nazareth and asked John to rinse him in the river to demonstrate that he was also committed to following God’s advice.  As Jesus came out of the water, John saw a dove land on Jesus and he heard a voice in the sky, both of which confirmed that Jesus was God’s special messenger.  Soon afterward, Jesus spent 40 days in a remote area where he was tested by Satan, who personifies self-centeredness.

Jesus Shares God’s Advice for a Better Life

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he returned to his home district of Galilee, where he explained that people could enjoy a better life if they honored God and cared about others.  As he was walking along the shore of Lake Galilee one day, he invited two fishermen, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, to join him in sharing God’s advice for a better life.  Peter and Andrew promptly went along with him, leaving their fishnets behind.  A little later, he invited two more fishermen, James and John, who were repairing nets in a boat with their father Zebedee and his helpers.  James and John were anxious to go along, so they left right away.

Jesus and these four men went to the town of Capernaum on the northern shore of Lake Galilee.  Since it was the weekly day of rest, Jesus had the opportunity to share God’s advice in the local worship center.  The people were more impressed by what he said than anything they had ever heard from the religious leaders.  While he was speaking, a harmful spirit caused a man to yell,

“I know you are God’s special messenger.  Have you come to get rid of me?”

Jesus responded by commanding the spirit to leave.  The man screamed and shook as the spirit left, but then became calm and quiet.  Everyone who saw what happened was amazed.  They tried to figure out who Jesus was because they had never seen anyone get rid of a harmful spirit so quickly.  The news spread like wildfire throughout the surrounding towns and villages.

Jesus Demonstrates that He Cares about People

Jesus, James and John then went along with Peter and Andrew to their house, where Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a fever.  After Jesus healed her, she got up and began preparing food for them.  That evening, he healed a lot of other people with a variety of illnesses, and he freed many who were harassed by harmful spirits.  The spirits recognized him, but he didn’t allow them to tell others who he was.

The next morning, Jesus got up before everyone else and left town so he could be alone for a while.  Peter, Andrew, James and John noticed he was gone, so they went looking for him.  When they finally found him, they told him that other people were also looking for him.  But he explained that he needed to move on to share God’s advice with people in other parts of Galilee.  As he and the four men went from place to place, he shared God’s advice in the local worship centers and freed more people of harmful spirits.

One day, a man with a serious skin disease called leprosy asked Jesus to heal him.  Feeling sorry for the man, Jesus healed him but asked him not to tell anyone until the religious leader publicly confirmed it.  He reminded the man to give something to God to show his appreciation, as God’s spokesman Moses instructed people long ago.  The man eventually told so many people about his healing that Jesus decided to avoid the towns because he knew people would flock to him.  But even in the country, a lot of people from surrounding towns and villages went to see him.

Jesus Heals a Man Who Is Paralyzed
2 When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he was there.  A number of people went to hear him share God’s advice, so the room he was in became crowded.  Some men brought a man on a stretcher who was paralyzed.  Since they couldn’t get close enough to ask Jesus for healing, they decided to take the man up on the flat roof, remove some panels, and lower him on the stretcher next to Jesus.  When Jesus saw how persistent they were to reach him, he told the man that God would not punish him for failing to follow God’s advice.

Some of the religious leaders considered this an insult to God since they believed that only God’s spokesmen should make such a statement.  Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he said,

 “I’ll heal this man’s physical condition to prove that I’m one of God’s spokesmen.  But restoring his physical condition is only part of helping him enjoy a better life.”

As soon as Jesus healed him, the man stood up, picked up the stretcher and began walking home.  The people who witnessed the event thanked God because they had never seen anything so amazing before.

Some Religious Leaders Question Jesus’ Activities
When Jesus returned to Lake Galilee, a lot of people went to hear him share God’s advice.  Before long, he went to the tax collector’s office where Alphaeus’ son Matthew (also known as Levi) was collecting taxes.  When Jesus invited Matthew to join him in sharing God’s advice with others, he readily agreed.

Later that day, Jesus and his followers were eating dinner at Matthew’s home with some tax collectors and others who didn’t follow God’s advice very well.  Some of the religious leaders wouldn’t associate with such people, so they asked Jesus’ followers why he was associating with them.  When Jesus overheard the question, he responded,

“As you know, people who are well don’t need a doctor, so people who already follow God’s advice don’t need my help.  But I’m here to help those who want to improve their attitude and behavior toward God and others.”
The religious group known as the Pharisees and the followers of Jesus’ forerunner John often skipped meals to spend time asking God for direction in their lives.  When some people noticed that Jesus’ followers were eating dinner, they asked why his followers weren’t skipping meals like the others.  He used the analogy of a groom and his guests at a wedding reception to explain that his followers didn’t need to skip meals while he was with them.  They could skip all the meals they wanted to after he was gone.  Using two more analogies of cloth and goat-skin wine containers, he implied that people should allow some flexibility for how others follow God’s advice.  
Jesus Clarifies the Purpose of the Weekly Day of Rest

Later, as Jesus and his followers were walking beside a wheat field on the weekly day of rest, his followers were so hungry they picked some grain and ate it.  This was an acceptable custom but some of the religious leaders were upset that they did this on the weekly day of rest.  When the religious leaders confronted Jesus about it, he replied,

“Don’t you remember what our famous leader David did long ago when his soldiers needed food?  He went to the temple and asked one of the religious leaders for bread.  The only bread available was the bread that had been offered to God on the weekly day of rest, which only the religious leaders were allowed to eat under normal circumstances.  But the religious leader gave that bread to David for his soldiers because he knew they were hungry.

“The purpose of the weekly day of rest is to refresh people after a week of hard work, but prohibiting people from eating defeats that purpose.  Since my followers only picked enough grain to satisfy their immediate hunger, they didn’t violate the weekly day of rest.”

3  Jesus then went to the local worship center where there was a man with a disabled arm.  Some of the religious leaders were watching and waiting to see if Jesus would heal him.  If he did, they were planning to accuse him of breaking their rule that only the critically ill should be healed on the weekly day of rest.  Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he used the opportunity for an object lesson.  He asked the man with the disabled arm to stand where everyone could see him.  Then he asked the religious leaders,

“Is it better to do something good on the weekly day of rest, such as saving someone’s life, or something bad, such as committing murder?”

The answer to Jesus’ question was obvious but no one replied.  Jesus was disappointted by their lack of response because it reflected their refusal to retract their ridiculous rule.  To demonstrate that people shouldn’t hesitate to help others on the weekly day of rest, he healed the man’s arm for all to see.  The religious leaders were very upset by this, so they began making plans with some supporters of Herod (the Roman leader of that area) to get rid of Jesus.

Jesus Heals More People

Jesus and his followers returned to Lake Galilee, where a lot of people had come from towns and villages throughout Galilee.  Some people also came from the south – from Jerusalem and other parts of Judea, and from the country called Idumea.  Some people came from the east – from places across the Jordan River. And others came from the north – from the area near the cities of Tyre and Sidon.  A lot of people came for healing because they had heard that Jesus healed many others.  As he healed some, others tried to get close enough to touch him.  Since they were beginning to crowd him, he asked his followers to get a boat ready in case he needed it to talk to the people from offshore.

Among the crowd were people harassed by harmful spirits.  When the spirits saw Jesus, they realized that he was God’s special messenger.  But he told them not to reveal it because he knew the religious leaders would increase their efforts to get rid of him before he was ready.

Jesus Chooses 12 of His Followers to Share God’s Advice

Jesus then walked to a higher terrain where he chose 12 of his followers to join him in sharing God’s advice and freeing people of harmful spirits.  These 12 included:

Simon (whom Jesus had nicknamed Peter),

James and John (sons of Zebedee, whom he nicknamed   

the talkative men),

Andrew,

Philip,

Bartholomew,

Matthew,

Thomas,

another James (the son of Alphaeus),

Thaddaeus,

another Simon (who actively resisted Roman oppression)
Judas Iscariot (who eventually turned against Jesus)

Jesus Defends His Connection with God

A little while later, Jesus and his 12 followers went to a house where so many people had gathered that there wasn’t enough food for everyone.  Some religious leaders from Jerusalem had heard how Jesus amazed the crowds by freeing people of harmful spirits, so they tried to ruin his popularity by claiming that Satan enabled him to do it.  When Jesus overheard what the religious leaders were saying, he illustrated how ridiculous their suggestion was,

“Everyone knows that a military leader doesn’t allow his soldiers to fight against each other, because that would weaken their strength against their opponent.  If Satan enabled me to free people of harmful spirits, he would weaken his strength against God.

“Everyone also knows people must overpower others before they can do something against their will.  When God enables me to free people of harmful spirits, I’m overpowering Satan because I’m doing this against his will.

“God overlooks all your faults but one – your stubborn refusal to let God help you improve your attitude and behavior.”

About that time, Jesus’ mother and half-brothers came to see him.  It was too crowded to go inside the house, so they asked others to pass the word along that they were there.  Jesus used their coming as an opportunity to explain that those who follow God’s advice are like members of his own family.

Jesus Relates Sharing God’s Advice to Spreading Seeds 

4  Jesus returned again to Lake Galilee.  There were so many people who had gone along to hear God’s advice that he spoke to them from a boat just offshore while they listened on the beach.  He used a lot of illustrations such as this:

“One day a farmer spread some seeds by hand.  As usual, they landed in a variety of places.  Some seeds landed on hard ground, where the birds could easily snatch them.  Some seeds landed in rocky soil where they began to sprout, but the sprouts soon withered and died because the rocks prevented their roots from growing.  Some seeds landed among weeds that crowded the plants so much that they couldn’t produce any grain.  But some seeds landed on fertile soil and grew into plants that produced a lot of grain.”

Jesus Explains Why He Uses Illustrations

After most of the people had left, some of Jesus’ followers asked why he used illustrations.  So he replied,

“Some of you already realize how much more enjoyable your life is since you’ve started following God’s advice.  But there are a lot of people who’ve heard it and seen the improvement it has made in other people’s lives, but still don’t understand what a difference it can make in their own.  I use illustrations to relate God’s advice to their everyday experiences to make it easier for them to understand.”

Jesus Explains His Illustration of Spreading Seeds 

Jesus then explained his illustration about spreading seeds,

“I’m like the farmer who spreads the seeds.  But instead of spreading seeds, I’m sharing God’s advice for a better life.

“Some people are like the hard ground, where the seeds were eaten by the birds before they even had a chance to sprout.  These people refuse to follow God’s advice because they prefer their self-centered lifestyle.   

“Some people are like the rocky soil in which the seeds began to sprout but died because the rocks prevented their roots from growing.  These people begin to follow God’s advice, but they stop when others give them a hard time.

“Some people are like the soil full of weeds, which crowded the plants so much that they couldn’t produce any grain.  These people also follow God’s advice for a while, but they’re so worried it might jeopardize their financial security or social status that they soon change their minds.

“Finally, some people are like the fertile soil that produced a lot of grain.  These people diligently follow God’s advice and help others enjoy a better life.

“When a farmer plants a seed in fertile soil, the soil enables it to sprout and grow until the plant produces a full head of grain.  Like a farmer, I’ve tried to ‘plant’ God’s advice in many people, but they must be willing to follow it if they want to enjoy a better life.

“Sharing God’s advice is like planting a tiny seed that has the potential to grow into a plant large enough for the birds to build nests on its branches.”

Jesus Compares People to a Lamp

Jesus then added another illustration,

“As you know, the purpose of a lamp is to help people see when it’s dark.  Can you imagine lighting a lamp and then putting it under a chair or in a box?  That would defeat its purpose.  People usually put their lamp on a table where it can serve its purpose well.  Your purpose in life is similar to the lamp’s – to help others enjoy a better life.”

Jesus used a lot of illustrations like these to help people understand.  But his 12 chosen followers often had additional questions, which he answered when he was alone with them.

Jesus Calms a Violent Windstorm

That evening, Jesus decided to sail to the east side of Lake Galilee with his 12 chosen followers to share God’s advice there.  As they were crossing the lake, a violent windstorm came up and waves began pouring into their boat.  Jesus had fallen asleep in the back, so his followers woke him to warn him that they could all drown.  Seeing how terrified they were, he reminded them,

“You wouldn’t need to be concerned if you had more confidence in God.”

They were amazed as he calmed the wind and water, realizing that he was no ordinary human being.

Jesus Frees a Man Harassed by Harmful Spirits

5  Before long, Jesus and his followers reached land near the town of Gergesa.  A man was living along the coast in a burial cave because his behavior was too bizarre to live at home with his family.  Harassed by harmful spirits, he wore little or no clothing, hit himself with stones, and screamed day and night.  Some people tried to restrain him with chains to prevent him from hurting himself, but he always broke loose.

When Jesus and his followers arrived on shore, the man ran down the hillside to meet him as he was getting off the boat.  The spirits harassing the man realized that Jesus was a special messenger from God, so they knew they were in big trouble.  When Jesus asked their names, they replied,

“People refer to us as an army because there are so many of us.”

They didn’t want Jesus to send them far away, so they asked him to send them into the herd of pigs grazing nearby.  As soon as he did, the herd of about 2,000 pigs ran down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned.

When the pig herders told the people in the surrounding area what had happened to the man, they came to check it out for themselves.  They were amazed to find him with his clothes on, sitting calmly, no longer acting like a maniac.  But when they heard about the massive loss of pigs, they asked Jesus to leave because they were afraid something similar could happen to them.  As Jesus was getting back in the boat, the man who had been harassed by the spirits asked if he could go along.  But Jesus suggested he go back to his hometown in the Decapolis area and tell his family that God had healed him.  When the man’s family saw him, they were amazed to see how much he had changed.

Jesus Heals a Woman and a 12-Year-Old Girl

When Jesus and his 12 chosen followers returned to the west side of Lake Galilee, a lot of people again gathered around him on the beach.  Among the crowd was a man named Jairus, who was one of the leaders of the local worship center.  He had come to ask Jesus to heal his 12-year-old daughter who was critically ill.  

As Jesus and his followers were walking to Jairus’ home, a woman who had excessive menstrual bleeding for 12 years approached Jesus from behind.  Although she had spent all her money going to numerous doctors for treatment, she kept getting worse.  Since she had heard that Jesus healed others, she was sure he would heal her, too, if she could just get close enough to touch him.  So she worked her way through the crowd and got close enough to touch the back of his coat.  As soon as she did, she realized she had been healed.

Although Jesus knew what happened, he turned around and asked who had touched his coat.  His 12 chosen followers wondered why he wanted to know, since he should have expected someone to accidentally touch him, with all the people crowding around.  But Jesus wanted to point out that someone had touched him on purpose, so he waited for the woman to identify herself.  She was afraid he might be upset with her, so she was reluctant to come forward.  When she eventually explained that she was sure she would be healed if she could just touch his coat, he commended her for her confidence.

About that time, some people from Jairus’ home came and told Jairus that there was no longer any need to bother Jesus, because his daughter had died.  Jesus overheard what they said, so he told Jairus not to be upset but to have confidence that he could bring her back to life.  He decided to take Peter, James and his brother John along to Jairus’ home.  When they arrived, some people were wailing loudly to mourn the girl’s death.  Jesus told them it wasn’t necessary because she wasn’t permanently dead.  They laughed when he said this because they had never seen a dead person come back to life.

After Jesus asked everyone to leave the house except for Peter, James, John, and the girl’s parents, Jesus brought the girl back to life.  When she got up and began walking around, those who saw it were amazed and anxious to tell others what Jesus had done.  But he asked them not to spread the news because he knew some of the religious leaders would try even harder to get rid of him before he was ready.  He then encouraged her parents to give her something to eat.

The People in Nazareth Disappoint Jesus 

6  Jesus and his 12 chosen followers then returned to Nazareth, where he grew up.  When he shared God’s advice and healed a few sick people in the local worship center on the weekly day of rest, a lot of people were very impressed by what he said and did.  They realized he was an extraordinary person, but they found it difficult to accept because they knew his family.  They knew that his stepfather Joseph was a carpenter, and they knew his mother Mary, his younger half-sisters, and his younger half-brothers:  James, Joseph, Judas and Simon.

Acknowledging that God’s spokesmen usually receive less respect from people in their hometown, Jesus wasn’t surprised that the people who knew his family had difficulty accepting him for who he was.  But he was disappointed that only a few had enough confidence to ask him for healing.

Jesus’ Followers Share God’s Advice 

Jesus then encouraged his 12 chosen followers to share God’s advice with people in the surrounding villages, while freeing those harassed by harmful spirits and healing those who were sick.  He suggested they travel in pairs, wear shoes, and take something along for protection from wild animals.  He told them they didn’t need to take along any food, extra clothing, or money because the people who followed God’s advice would readily extend their hospitality.  He reminded them that some people would refuse to listen.

So the 12 men went from village to village, healing the sick, freeing people of harmful spirits, and sharing God’s advice for a better life.

Herodias Succeeds in Having John Executed

At this time, the Roman leader was Herod Antipas.  His wife Herodias had become very angry with John, who rinsed people with water when they decided to follow God’s advice.  John was aware of the law against a woman remarrying before her former husband died, so he told Herod that his marriage to Herodias was illegal because her former husband (Herod’s brother Phillip) was still alive.  Since Herod began to consider the possibility of divorcing Herodias, she became so furious that she wanted John executed.  But Herod respected John and appreciated his advice because he knew John always tried to do what was legally and morally right.  So he just had John arrested and put in jail.

On Herod’s birthday some time later, Herodias seized the opportunity to get rid of John.  During the celebration with dignitaries, military commanders and prominent Galileans, she arranged for her daughter to dance for Herod and his guests.  They were so pleased with her performance that Herod told her he would give her whatever she wanted, up to half of everything he owned.  When she asked her mother what she should request, her mother told her to ask Herod to execute John.  When she did as her mother suggested, Herod’s heart sank.  But he couldn’t break his promise with so many witnesses present, so he ordered his soldiers to execute John and take his head to her on a platter to verify his death.

When John’s followers heard that he had been executed, they retrieved his body for burial.

Some time later, when Herod heard about all the amazing things Jesus was doing, he thought it was John, having come back to life.  But others thought Elijah or one of God’s other spokesmen had come back to life.

Jesus Encourages His Followers to Share Their Food

When Jesus’ followers returned from the villages around Nazareth after sharing God’s advice and healing those who were sick or harassed by harmful spirits, they started to share their experiences with Jesus.  But there were so many people coming to see him that he and his followers didn’t even have a chance to eat.  So he decided to go to a place where he and his 12 chosen followers could be alone.  Since they were on the shore of Lake Galilee, they got in a boat and headed up the coast.  But a lot of people found out where they were going and arrived there first by running along the shore.  The large crowd of people waiting for Jesus was like a flock of sheep that didn’t have a shepherd.  He was very concerned for them, so he used the opportunity to explain how they could enjoy a better life. 

That afternoon, some of Jesus’ followers reminded him that it was getting late and suggested he tell the crowd of more than 5,000 to go to nearby farms and villages to get something to eat.  Instead, he encouraged his followers to provide food for them.  They told him they didn’t have enough money to buy food for so many people.  When he asked how much food they had on hand, they only came up with five loaves of bread and two cooked fish.

Jesus knew that would serve the purpose, so he asked his followers to separate the people into groups of 50 or 100.  After thanking God for the bread and fish, he cut them into pieces and gave them to his followers to distribute among the people.  There was plenty of food for everyone, and even 12 baskets of leftovers!

Jesus Walks on Water

After the people had eaten, Jesus asked his 12 chosen followers to sail ahead of him to Bethsaida, on the northeastern coast of the lake.  When the crowd left later that evening, he went up on a hill where he could see his followers rowing against a strong wind.  Around dawn the next morning, they saw someone walking toward them on the water.  They were terrified because they thought they were seeing a ghost.  After Jesus identified himself, he got into the boat as the wind calmed down.  Not only were they stunned by what had just happened, they were still trying to figure out how five loaves of bread and two fish could feed more than 5,000 people.

When Jesus and his followers reached the shore near Gennesaret, just south of Capernaum, some people recognized him and spread the word that he was there.  No matter where he went, people brought their sick friends and relatives.  He healed all of them, including those who believed they could be healed just by touching the edge of his coat.

Jesus Challenges One of the Religious Leaders’ Traditions

7  The Jewish people observed a lot of traditions, such as rinsing their hands and dishes a certain way before they ate.  One day, some of the religious leaders from Jerusalem noticed that Jesus’ 12 chosen followers didn’t rinse their hands the traditional way before they ate, so the religious leaders questioned Jesus about it.  He challenged their tradition by quoting what God’s spokesman Isaiah said long ago,

“Some people pretend to honor God by making up their own rules and convincing others that they’re part of God’s advice.”

Jesus explained,

“You religious leaders are doing just that.  You’ve been very successful in making others think they’re following God’s advice when they’re just following yours.  For example, God encourages people to respect their parents by helping them when they’re in need.  But you allow people to shirk their responsibility by letting them claim that they’re giving God what they should be giving to their parents.  What twisted thinking!

“I could give you many other examples where your own rules contradict God’s advice.”

Jesus then got the attention of the other people nearby as he made a final comment about their eating traditions:

“God cares a lot more about what comes out of people’s mouths than what goes into them.”

Later, after Jesus and his 12 chosen followers had gone to someone’s house, they asked what he meant.  So he explained,

“What you eat just goes into your stomach and has very little effect on what you say or do, so you don’t need a lot of guidelines on how to eat.  But your attitude greatly affects what you say and do.  For example, if you don’t respect God or care about others, you’re likely to be greedy, jealous, or proud, and you’re likely to lie, cheat, steal, murder, slander, have sexual relations without a lifelong commitment, ruin your marriage, or do other selfish things.  God is far more concerned about your attitude and behavior than about what or how you eat.”

Jesus Heals the Daughter of a Non-Jewish Woman

After Jesus and his 12 chosen followers left Galilee, where most of the people were Jewish, they went northwest to the area around Tyre, where most of the people were non-Jewish.  Jesus and his followers went to someone’s home, hoping to be alone for a while, but the word slipped out that he was there.  When a local Greek woman asked him to send a harmful spirit away from her daughter, he remarked that non-Jewish people such as herself were usually not as interested in following God’s advice as the Jewish people were.  So she responded,

“Although I’m not a Jew, I’m ready and willing to follow God’s advice.”

To this Jesus replied,

“I know you’re sincere, so I’ve done what you asked.  Go home and see for yourself.”

When the woman returned home to her daughter, the harmful spirit was gone.

Jesus Heals a Man Who Couldn’t Speak or Hear

When Jesus and his 12 chosen followers left the area around Tyre, they traveled further north through Sidon and then south again to the Decapolis area.  While they were there, some people asked him to heal a man who couldn’t speak or hear.  So he took the man away from the crowd and healed him, as he put his fingers in the man’s ears and touched the man’s tongue.  He asked those who brought the man not to tell anyone, but they were so amazed that the man could speak and hear that they couldn’t help but tell others what Jesus had done.

Jesus Encourages His Followers to Share Their Food Again

8 Before long, more than 4,000 people had gathered in the countryside to hear Jesus share God’s advice for a better life.  By the third day, many of them had run out of food.  Jesus expressed his concern to his 12 chosen followers, implying that they should share their own food with the crowd,

“If these people head for home without eating, some of them might not have enough strength to get there.”

But his followers replied,

“We don’t have nearly enough food for all these people.”

When Jesus asked them to check how much food they had, they only came up with seven loaves of bread and a few, small, cooked fish.  After telling the crowd to get ready to eat, he thanked God for the bread and fish, cut them into pieces, and gave them to his followers to distribute among the people.  There was plenty of food for everyone, and even seven large baskets of leftovers!

After the people had finished eating and were on their way home, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers sailed north to Dalmanutha, a town on the western shore of Lake Galilee.

Some Religious Leaders Challenge Jesus 

When some of the religious leaders in that area heard that Jesus was nearby, they challenged him to do something amazing to prove that he was God’s special messenger.  Disgusted by their skepticism, he refused to do so.
Jesus and his 12 chosen followers then sailed toward Bethsaida, on the northern shore of Lake Galilee.  His followers had forgotten to take more food along, so they only had one loaf of bread with them.  As they were crossing the lake, Jesus warned them about the religious leaders and the Roman leader Herod:

“Be careful of the yeast of Herod and the religious leaders.”

Thinking he meant the yeast in bread, his followers admitted they had forgotten to take more bread with them.  Disappointed that they didn’t understand what he meant, he asked,

“Do you remember how many baskets of leftovers there were when just five loaves of bread fed more than 5,000 people?”

“Yes,” they replied.  “There were 12.”

Jesus continued,

“Do you also remember how many baskets of leftovers there were when seven loaves of bread fed more than 4,000 people?”

“Seven,” they responded. 

Jesus implied that these two incidents were not just about bread.  They demonstrated how far something can spread, like the hypocrisy of some of the religious leaders.  

Jesus Heals a Man Who Was Blind

When Jesus and his followers arrived in Bethsaida, some people asked him to heal a man who was blind.  Taking the man’s hand, Jesus led him out of the village.  There Jesus spit into his own hands and then touched the man’s eyes, a common manner of healing at the time.  When Jesus asked the man if he could see anything, he opened his eyes and said,

“I see people walking around, but they’re so blurred they look like trees.”

After Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes a second time, he could see clearly.  But Jesus asked him not to tell anyone that he healed him.

Jesus Asks His Followers Who Others Think He Is

As Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were walking north to the area around Caesarea Philippi, he asked them,

“When you hear others talk about me, who do they think I am?”

His followers replied,

“Some people think you are John, who symbolically rinsed people with water.  Others think you are Elijah or one of God’s other spokesmen, who they think has come back to life.”

When Jesus asked his followers for their own opinion, Peter said,

“You’re the one God promised would help people enjoy a better life.”

Jesus asked his followers not to tell anyone what Peter had just said because he didn’t want the religious leaders to become more alarmed and determined to get rid of him before he was ready.  He then explained that he would soon be beaten and executed at the hands of the religious leaders, but he assured his followers that he would come back to life a few days after his death.  This scenario didn’t fit Peter’s perception of the one who would help them enjoy a better life, so he insisted it couldn’t happen.  Jesus scolded Peter for contradicting him,

“Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.”

Including the others, Jesus continued,

“If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  I’m very disappointed in anyone who lives such a life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.”

Peter, James and John Have an Awesome Experience 

9  Six days later, Jesus invited Peter, James and John to go along with him up a mountain.  When Moses and Elijah, two of God’s most prominent spokesmen who lived long ago, appeared and began talking with Jesus, his clothes turned brilliant white.  Peter was so excited that he suggested building three temporary shelters for Moses, Elijah and Jesus.  But as a cloud covered all of them, God confirmed that Jesus was God’s special messenger.  

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus asked Peter, James and John not to tell anyone about their experience until after God’s special messenger died and came back to life.  They wondered what he meant, recalling that the religious leaders said Elijah would come back to life before God’s special messenger would come.  When they asked Jesus about it, he explained that Elijah had already returned in the person of his forerunner John, and he predicted that he would be executed, as John was.

Jesus Frees a Boy Harassed by a Harmful Spirit

As Jesus, Peter, James and John were returning to Jesus’ other followers, they noticed a lot of people discussing something with them.  Some of the people were so excited to see Jesus that they ran to greet him.  When he asked what they had been discussing, one of the men explained,

“I came to ask you to free my son of a harmful spirit, which has caused him to have seizures and has taken away his ability to speak and hear.  Since you weren’t here, I asked your followers to heal him, but they were unsuccessful.”

Jesus expressed his disappointment in his followers and then asked the man to bring his son.  As they were returning, the spirit recognized Jesus and caused the boy to have another violent seizure.  When Jesus asked how long the spirit had been harassing the boy like this, the man replied,

“Ever since he was very young.  The spirit has nearly killed him by causing him to fall into fire and water.  Please help him if you can.”

Jesus responded,

“Of course, I can.  When you put your trust in God, God can help you do almost anything.”

The man then said,

“I know you’ve healed others but since your followers couldn’t heal my son, I wasn’t sure you could either.”

While more people gathered to see what the commotion was about, Jesus ordered the spirit to leave and never return.  As it left, it caused the boy to scream and have another violent seizure.  The boy’s body then became so lifeless that those who were there thought he was dead.  But Jesus took the boy’s hand and helped him get up to show that he was alive and well.

Jesus and his 12 chosen followers then went to someone’s home to be alone.  When they asked why they weren’t able to send the spirit away, Jesus replied,

“You were unsuccessful because you tried to do it on your own.  You need God’s help to free someone of a harmful spirit.”

From there, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers returned to Galilee without telling anyone because he wanted to spend more time alone with them.  When he reminded them that he would be executed and come back to life just a few days later, they still didn’t understand exactly what he meant, but they were too upset to ask him to explain.

Jesus Describes the Best Follower of God’s Advice

Some time later, as Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were returning to Capernaum, he heard them discussing something.  When they arrived at Peter’s home, Jesus asked what they had been discussing.  They were too embarrassed to tell him that they were trying to figure out which of them was the best follower of God’s advice.  But he knew what they were thinking, so he took a little child in his arms and said,

“If you want to be the best follower of God’s advice, you’ll need to replace your pride with the humility of a little child.  When you do this, you’ll be able to follow God’s advice as I am.”

John then said,

“We saw a man freeing people of harmful spirits, who claims that you enable him to do it.  But we told him to stop since he isn’t one of your 12 chosen followers.”

Jesus replied,

“Don’t discourage him.  He’s just following my example.  I’m sure he’ll demonstrate that by extending his hospitality to you when he has the opportunity.

“If others try to distract you from following God’s advice, limit your association with them.

“As you know, one of the uses for salt is to preserve food.  Similarly, one of your purposes in life is to maintain good relationships.  So stop being self-centered and try harder to get along with others.”

Some Religious Leaders Question Jesus about Divorce

10 After Jesus and his 12 chosen followers left Capernaum, they traveled south to Judea and then crossed the Jordan River.  As usual, a lot of people followed Jesus to hear God’s advice.  Among them were some religious leaders who wondered what his view was on the controversial subject of divorce.  So they asked him,  

“Do you think it’s all right for a man to divorce his wife?”

Jesus knew they had a lot of respect for God’s spokesman Moses, so he asked what instruction Moses had given long ago.  They replied,

“Moses instructed a man to give his wife an official document when he divorced her.”

Jesus responded,

“Moses realized that some marriages would eventually break up due to the self-centeredness of one or both spouses.  But God’s original intent was for spouses to enjoy a lifetime together.”

After Jesus and his followers had gone to someone’s home, they asked him to elaborate.  So he explained,

“It’s important that people accept responsibility for their actions when they insist on getting divorced.  If a man divorces his wife so he can marry another woman, he should accept responsibility for ruining their marriage.  On the other hand, if a woman divorces her husband so she can marry someone else, then she should accept responsibility for ruining the marriage.”

Jesus Encourages People to Share

A while later, some people brought their children to Jesus for encouragement.  Some of his followers tried to keep the children from bothering him, but he welcomed them.  He put his arms around them and explained that everyone needs to be as humble as little children if they want to enjoy life as God intended.

After the children had left, a rich man addressed Jesus as a good teacher and asked,

“How can I enjoy life as God intended?  Is there something special I must do?”

Jesus replied,

“Since you addressed me as a good teacher, you must realize that my advice comes from God.

“To enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow God’s basic advice for getting along with others:  don’t murder, cheat or steal, keep your lifelong commitment to your spouse, respect your parents, and tell the truth.”

The rich man answered,

“I’ve been doing that my entire life.  But is there anything else I should do?”

Pleased with the man’s interest, Jesus continued,

“If you want to enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow my example.  Sell your belongings and give the money to people in need.”

The rich man walked away disappointed because he couldn’t bear to part with his money and possessions.  Jesus then turned to his followers and said,

“It’s especially difficult for rich people to enjoy life as God intended because they’re usually so attached to their money and possessions that they aren’t willing to share them with others.”

Jesus’ followers were surprised to hear this because they figured wealthy people already had the ultimate life.  So Jesus explained,

“It doesn’t matter how rich you are, because it isn’t how much you have that’s important.  It’s what you do with what you have.  If you let God help you increase your willingness to share with others in need, you’ll see how much more enjoyable life can be.”

When Peter remarked that he and Jesus’ other 11 chosen followers had basically given up everything to follow him, Jesus responded,

“Although you may be criticized for it, those of you who are willing to give up your job and move away from your home and family to help others in need will receive great satisfaction in life.  A lot of people will follow your example.”

Jesus Clarifies His Style of Leadership

As Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were on their way to Jerusalem, he described what was going to happen to him when they arrived,

“The religious leaders are going to sentence me to die and then turn me over to the Roman leader, who will have me ridiculed, beaten and executed.”

Jesus’ followers were alarmed to hear this, and amazed that he continued to lead the way to his own execution.  But he reminded them that he would come back to life just a few days later.

Since Zebedee’s sons James and John were still assuming Jesus would be a leader like their ancestor David, they asked Jesus if they could be his generals.  After he explained that they had the wrong idea about his style of leadership, he asked,

“Are you willing to help others to the point of giving your life for them, as I’m about to do?”

When they assured him they were, he continued,

“There aren’t many who’ve made such a deep commitment to God.”

Jesus’ other followers were upset with James and John for requesting the highest positions, so Jesus clarified his style of leadership,
“I don’t want you to force others to serve you, as the Roman leaders do.  I want you to help others in need, as I’m doing.”

Jesus Heals Another Man Who Is Blind

A lot of people went along with Jesus and his 12 chosen followers on their way to Jerusalem.  As they passed through Jericho, they approached a blind man named Bartimaeus sitting alongside the road, asking people for help.  He had heard that Jesus was the descendant of their famous leader David, who would help people enjoy a better life.  So when Bartimaeus realized Jesus was nearby, he yelled,

“Jesus!  Help me!”

Some people tried to quiet Bartimaeus, but he yelled even louder.  When Jesus heard him calling, he invited him to come.  As Bartimaeus approached Jesus and asked him to restore his sight, Jesus remarked,

“I’ve restored your sight because you believed I could do it.”

Since Bartimaeus could see again, he joined the others who were going along with Jesus to Jerusalem.

A Lot of People Honor Jesus as He Enters Jerusalem

11 Before long, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers arrived at Olive Hill, near Bethany and Bethphage, suburbs of Jerusalem.  He asked two of his followers to go to a nearby village and get a young donkey, which had never been ridden and was tied to a gate near the street.  If anyone questioned why they were taking the donkey, Jesus told the men to explain that he needed to borrow it for a while.  When they returned with the donkey, they got it ready to ride.  As Jesus rode it into Jerusalem, a lot of people spread cloths and leaves along the road in front of him, which was the custom for honoring someone important.  They celebrated and thanked God because they thought Jesus would be a great leader like their famous ancestor David, who would help them enjoy a better life.

It was almost dark when Jesus arrived at the temple, so he and his 12 chosen followers went to Bethany to spend the night.

Jesus Predicts the Death of a Fig Tree

Jesus was hungry the next morning as he and his followers were on their way back to Jerusalem.  When he saw a fig tree in the distance, he expected it to have some figs on it.  But when they reached the tree, Jesus pointed out that it would soon die because it no longer bore fruit.

Jesus Scolds the Dishonest Merchants at the Temple

When Jesus and his followers returned to the outer section of the temple, he noticed some merchants charging foreigners excessive prices for doves and other items that they needed for offerings.  Other merchants were also overcharging them to exchange their money for local currency, and others were misusing the area as a shortcut to transport things.  Jesus didn’t like what was taking place, so he sent the dishonest merchants out of the temple, scolding them with a quote from God long ago,

“The temple was built to help people worship me, but you’re using it to take advantage of them.”

The religious leaders didn’t like how Jesus interfered with the activities at the temple, so they continued to look for an excuse to get rid of him.  But they had to be cautious how they went about it because a lot of people were very impressed by what he said and did.

Later that evening, Jesus and his 12 chosen followers went to a nearby town to spend the night.

Jesus Encourages His Followers to Trust Him

On their way back to Jerusalem the next morning, Jesus and his followers walked by the same fig tree.  Peter remembered what Jesus had said the day before, so he exclaimed,

“Look!  The fig tree’s dead!”

Jesus responded,

“Are you surprised that what I predicted yesterday actually took place?  If you’d ask me to put Olive Hill into the Dead Sea, I could easily do it.  So you may rest assured that I can do anything you ask.  But if you ask me to overlook your faults, you must be willing to overlook the faults of others as well.”

Some Religious Leaders Confront Jesus at the Temple 

When Jesus and his followers returned to the temple, some of the religious leaders confronted him about the incident there the previous day,

“Who gave you permission to send the merchants out of the temple yesterday?”

Jesus knew they were hoping he would say something to give them an excuse to get rid of him, so he replied,

“Let me ask you a question first.  If you answer my question, I’ll answer yours.  Who do you think motivated John to symbolically rinse people with water?  God, or a human being?”

Jesus’ question put the religious leaders on the spot.  If they said God motivated John, they wouldn’t have any excuse for ignoring the advice he shared.  On the other hand, if they said a human being motivated him, they were afraid his followers might react violently because they were convinced that he was one of God’s spokesmen.  Realizing that either response would get them into trouble, the religious leaders told Jesus they didn’t know who motivated John.  Since they didn’t answer his question, Jesus chose not to answer theirs.  

Jesus Exposes the Religious Leaders’ Self-centeredness

12 Jesus then told the religious leaders a story in which he compared them to self-centered farmers who mistreated others,

“There once was a man who planted a vineyard.  He built a fence around it and a watchtower to protect it from animals, and he made a winepress to squash the grapes.  When he moved away, he leased the vineyard to some farmers.  When it was time to harvest the grapes, he sent a messenger to get the rent payment, but the farmers beat him and sent him back with nothing.  He then sent another messenger, but the farmers did the same to him.  He sent more messengers, but the farmers beat them all, and even killed some.

“He finally decided to send his own son, whom he loved very much and whom he thought the farmers would respect more than the others.  Since they knew that his son would eventually inherit the vineyard, they killed him so they could keep it for themselves.  Then the owner got rid of them and gave the vineyard to someone else.”

Quoting what one of God’s spokesmen had written long ago, Jesus implied that the religious leaders refused to follow God’s advice.  When they realized that he was comparing them to the self-centered characters in the story, they were even more determined to get rid of him.  But since they were afraid his followers might defend him, they decided not to take any action at that time.

Some Religious Leaders Attempt to Trap Jesus

Some on the religious leaders soon devised a plan to try to get Jesus into serious trouble.  Since they sharply disagreed with the supporters of Herod about paying taxes to Caesar, the emperor of the Roman Empire, one of them asked, 

“Do you think we should pay taxes to Caesar?”

If Jesus agreed that they should pay taxes to Caesar, the religious leaders could claim he wasn’t following God’s advice.  On the other hand, if he suggested that they shouldn’t pay taxes to Caesar, the Roman authorities could arrest him for treason and sentence him to die.  They figured Jesus would be in big trouble either way.  But he knew what they were up to, so he asked whose face and name were on the Roman coins.  When they acknowledged they were Caesar’s, Jesus said,

“Since you’ve consented to live in a society that uses Roman currency, it’s appropriate for you to pay taxes to the Roman emperor.  But don’t neglect to follow God’s advice.”

Jesus left quite an impression as he foiled the religious leaders’ scheme.

Other Religious Leaders Challenge Jesus on Life after Death

Before long, the religious leaders who didn’t think life continues after death challenged Jesus about it.  Referring to God’s spokesman Moses who lived long ago, they set the stage,

“Moses advised that when a married man dies before he has children, his brother should marry the widow so she would bear children for her deceased husband.”

Then the religious leaders set up a hypothetical situation to pose a question which implied that the idea of life after death was a ridiculous notion,

“Let’s suppose a man who has six brothers dies before he has any children.  Each of his brothers marries the widow, one after the other, but they all die before producing a child.  If there is life after death as you say, which of the seven men would be the woman’s husband in that life?”

Jesus replied,

“You don’t understand why Moses gave this advice.  He just did this so the deceased man would have a descendant to inherit his possessions.  But when people come back to life after they die, they won’t marry because they’ll be like God’s messengers.

“When God spoke to Moses through the burning bush long ago, God said, ‘I am the God whom Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are worshipping.’  By stating that these men were worshipping God, even though they had died many years earlier, God implied that death is not final.”

Jesus Summarizes God’s Advice for a Better Life

One of the religious leaders was very impressed by Jesus’ response, so he asked Jesus another question:

“What’s the best advice God has ever given us?”

Jesus replied,

“You should respect God more than anyone or anything else, and you should care about others as much as you care about yourself.”

The religious leader responded,

“You’re absolutely right.  That’s much more important than just making material offerings to God.”

When he saw how perceptive the religious leader was, Jesus said,

“You already know how to enjoy a better life, but you need to put your knowledge into practice.”

Because of Jesus’ impressive responses, his opponents decided not to challenge him publicly anymore.

Later, while Jesus was still at the temple, he reminded the people that the religious leaders knew the one God promised to help them enjoy a better life would be a descendant of their famous leader David.  But Jesus quoted David to clarify that the one God promised would be much more than just David’s descendant.  The people were thrilled to hear this.

Jesus then added a warning about some of the religious leaders,

“These people are setting a bad example for you.  They wear their religious robes in public so you’ll recognize them and give them the best seats at banquets and in the local worship centers.  But while they put up a good front with their long, phony prayers, they take advantage of people, especially widows.  Following their self-centered lifestyle won’t help you experience the kind of life God wants you to enjoy.”

Jesus Commends a Poor Widow’s Generous Gift

A little while later, Jesus and his followers were in the area of the temple where people gave money to help others in need.  After noticing how much the wealthy people gave, he was so impressed by a poor widow’s gift that he remarked to his followers,

“Look at that!  This poor widow gave more generously than all those wealthy people.  They only gave a small portion of their wealth, while this poor widow gave all the money she had.”

Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple

13 As Jesus and his 12 chosen followers were leaving the temple complex, one of them remarked how beautiful the stone buildings were.  Jesus informed them that the temple would soon be totally destroyed.  Later, when Peter, James, John and Andrew were alone with Jesus on Olive Hill with the temple in sight, one of them asked when this would occur.  So Jesus explained,

“As God’s spokesman Daniel predicted long ago, the temple will be dishonored and destroyed by the Roman army when it attacks Jerusalem.  I won’t tell you exactly when this will happen, but it will be within your lifetime.  When people begin hearing reports of numerous battles, earthquakes and famine, they’ll know the time is near.

“The army could strike at any time, day or night, so everyone should be ready to escape at a moment’s notice.  Those who are working in their fields or right outside their home won’t have time to get any of their belongings, not even a coat.  Some people will need to take refuge in the surrounding hills, so they should pray the attack won’t come in bad weather.  Pregnant women and mothers with young children will find it particularly difficult at this time.

“During the invasion, some people will try to make you think that I’m still around.  But don’t let them fool you, because I’ll physically be long gone by then.  So when the soldiers come looking for me and can’t find me, they’ll arrest, publicly torture, and even kill some of you.  Members of your own family may even turn you in.

“If you’re arrested, don’t worry about what you’ll say in court because God will help you find the right words.  Just share God’s advice so the Roman leaders and spectators will have an opportunity to hear it.

“There will be so much smoke from burning buildings that the sun, moon, and stars won’t be visible.  Although this will be one of the worst catastrophes ever, God won’t allow it to be a total disaster.  When the invasion is over, messengers will travel far and wide to let the survivors know that it’s safe to return to their homes.  God will help them follow my example to put their lives back together again.”

A Woman Honors Jesus with Expensive Perfume 

14 Jesus and his 12 chosen followers returned to Bethany to the home of Simon, who previously had a serious skin disease called leprosy.  While Jesus was eating dinner, a woman opened a new container of very expensive perfume and put some of it on him to express her admiration.  Some of his followers criticized her for using such expensive perfume, suggesting she could have sold it for a lot of money and given the money to the poor.  But Jesus scolded them for criticizing her because he was delighted by what she did.  He reminded them that they would have plenty of opportunity to help the poor, but their time with him was almost over.  Referring to their custom of putting perfume on people when they die, he explained that the woman’s action was appropriate since he was going to die in just a few days.

Some Religious Leaders Finalize Plans to Get Rid of Jesus

At this time every year, the Jewish people celebrated their ancestors’ freedom from slavery in Egypt, when God spared their first-born children from death.  On the Wednesday before this weeklong celebration, some of the religious leaders were meeting again to finalize their plans to get rid of Jesus without disrupting the celebration.  When Judas Iscariot (one of Jesus’ 12 chosen followers) showed up and offered to join their conspiracy, they agreed to pay him for his help.  Together they worked out a plan to have Jesus arrested without giving his followers a chance to offer resistance.

Jesus and His Followers Share the Celebration Meal

 Thursday afternoon, after a lamb was killed for the meal that began the weeklong celebration, a couple of Jesus’ followers asked where they should prepare it.  Jesus replied,

“Go to Jerusalem and look for the man carrying a container of water.  He’ll take you to a house where the owner will show you a large, upstairs guest room already set up for the occasion.  You can prepare the meal there.”

They found the place Jesus had described and prepared the meal there.  The bread they ate was made without yeast to remind them that God had freed their ancestors from slavery in Egypt.  After Jesus thanked God for the bread, he invited his 12 chosen followers to eat it as he related it to himself, indicating that his purpose in life was to help others enjoy a better life.

Jesus then thanked God for their third cup of wine, which recalled God’s promise to send someone to help people enjoy a better life.  As he invited his followers to drink it, he related it to his blood, indicating that he was willing to risk his life to help others enjoy a better life.

While Jesus and his followers were eating, he revealed that one of them was turning against him.  Surprised and disappointed, each of them denied that he was the one.  Jesus then pointed out a striking contrast,

“I was born so I could help others enjoy a better life, as God’s spokesmen predicted long ago.  But the one who is turning against me will wish he had never been born.”

Jesus and his followers concluded the meal with songs and then returned to Olive Hill.  Referring to one of God’s spokesmen who lived long ago, Jesus predicted his followers would desert him later that night,

“When a shepherd dies, his sheep usually look for someone else to follow.”

Peter responded,

“I won’t desert you, even if everyone else does.”

Jesus replied,

“That’s easy for you to say now.  But tonight, before you hear a rooster crow twice at dawn, you’re going to deny that you even know me three times.”

Peter and the others insisted that they would never desert Jesus, even if it meant facing death.  Jesus reminded them that his own death was very near, but he assured them that they would see him alive in Galilee soon afterward.

The Soldiers Arrest Jesus in Gethsemane Garden

Later that evening, while Judas went to tell the religious leaders where the soldiers could arrest Jesus, Jesus and his other 11 chosen followers went to Gethsemane Garden, just outside of Jerusalem.  As Jesus walked a little distance away from the others with Peter, James and John, he shared his concern that he would soon be put to death, and he asked them to stay alert.  After walking a little further alone, he asked God to spare him from suffering but acknowledged that he was willing to accept whatever God wanted.  
Peter, James and John had fallen asleep while Jesus was gone.  When he returned, he told Peter how disappointed he was that they couldn’t stay awake for the short time he was away.  Before he left again, he suggested they ask God for strength to stay alert.  But when he returned, they were sleeping again.  When he came back a third time and found them still asleep, he woke them up so they would be ready for the soldiers’ arrival.

While Jesus was talking to his followers, Judas arrived with armed soldiers and identified Jesus with the common greeting.  As they arrested Jesus, one of his followers grabbed a sword and swung it at one of the soldiers, cutting off his ear.  Jesus pointed out that the religious leaders had plenty of opportunities to arrest him peacefully while he was sharing God’s advice in the temple.  Instead, they treated him like a dangerous criminal by sending armed soldiers, as God’s spokesmen predicted long ago.

Only one of Jesus’ followers went along as the soldiers began taking Jesus back to Jerusalem.  When they noticed the young man, they tried to arrest him by grabbing hold of his loose-fitting coat, but he slipped out of it and escaped.

The Religious Leaders Sentence Jesus to Die

The soldiers took Jesus to the senior religious leader’s residence, where the other religious leaders were waiting to put him on trial.  They were hoping several people would accuse him of a crime that deserved the death penalty.  Some people accused him of planning to destroy the temple and rebuild it in a few days, but they couldn’t agree on the details.  Several others made up other allegations against him, but none of their versions matched.  Since an accusation had to be verified by at least one other witness, all the charges against Jesus were useless.

Frustrated by the lack of evidence against Jesus, the senior religious leader asked him to respond to the allegations, hoping he would incriminate himself.  But Jesus wisely ignored him.  As a last resort, the senior religious leader asked him directly if he were God’s special messenger, who would help people enjoy a better life.  To this Jesus replied,

“Yes, I am, and that will soon become more evident.”

Jesus’ response was considered an insult to God, so the senior religious leader pretended to be infuriated.  But he was actually relieved to hear Jesus’ reply because he knew the other religious leaders also heard it, eliminating the need for other witnesses.  Since insulting God was a serious crime, the religious leaders agreed that Jesus deserved the death penalty.  Some displayed their disgust by spitting in his face.  Later, the soldiers blindfolded him and took turns hitting him, taunting him to identify who hit him each time.

Peter Denies Knowing Jesus
Earlier that evening, Peter followed the soldiers at a distance as they took Jesus to the senior religious leader’s residence.  While Peter was waiting outside among the soldiers during the trial, warming himself by a fire, a female servant walked by and recognized him as one of Jesus’ followers.  Fearing for his own safety, Peter denied knowing Jesus.  Soon afterward, a rooster crowed.  Later, when Peter overheard the servant telling others that he was one of Jesus’ followers, he again denied knowing Jesus.  Before long, one of the by-standers remarked,

“We can tell by your accent that you’re from Galilee, where Jesus is from, so you must be one of his followers.”

This time Peter swore to God that he didn’t know Jesus.  The rooster then crowed a second time.  When Peter heard it, he recalled Jesus’ prediction that he would deny knowing Jesus three times before a rooster crowed twice.  Realizing what he had done, Peter was heartbroken.

The Roman Leader Orders Jesus’ Execution

15 The religious leaders couldn’t execute anyone without the Roman leader’s approval.  So early Friday morning, they took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman leader of Judea.  As they presented their case, Pilate was surprised that Jesus didn’t defend himself against any of their accusations.  He eventually concluded that none of them was valid, but he questioned Jesus about the charge that the religious leaders were most upset about, his claim that he was their leader.  Although Jesus admitted making the claim, Pilate didn’t consider that a crime.

Convinced that Jesus had committed no crime, Pilate realized the religious leaders just wanted to get rid of Jesus because they considered him a threat to their control over the people.  But Pilate didn’t feel like hassling with the religious leaders, so he decided to let the common people decide Jesus’ fate.

Every year at this time, Pilate let the people decide which prisoner he would release.  On this occasion, he gave them the choice between Jesus and the notorious criminal named Barabbas, who was on death row for murder during a recent rebellion against the Roman government.  Pilate assumed the people would ask for Jesus’ release, so he was surprised that they chose Barabbas.  They might have chosen Jesus on their own, but the religious leaders convinced them to ask for Barabbas.  When Pilate asked the people what he should do with Jesus, they told him to execute him on a cross.  Since there was no valid charge against him, Pilate tried to change their minds, but they insisted.  So he released Barabbas and turned Jesus over to the soldiers to be beaten and executed.

The Soldiers Make Fun of Jesus

The soldiers took Jesus back to their headquarters where others joined them in making fun of his claim that he was a leader.  They put a purple robe on him and a “crown” made of thorns.  Then they bowed in front of him, pretending to honor him as their leader.  

When they were tired of making fun of him, the soldiers took the purple robe off and put his own clothes back on.  Then they spit on him and hit him on the head, driving the thorns into his flesh.

Jesus Is Executed on a Cross

Later, as the soldiers were taking Jesus to the place of execution named Golgotha, they passed a man named Simon who had just come to Jerusalem from Cyrene, a city in northern Africa.  By this time, Jesus was too exhausted to carry the cross on which he was to be executed, so the soldiers ordered Simon to carry it for him.

When they arrived at Golgotha, which means skull place, the soldiers removed some of Jesus’ clothes and drew straws to see who would get them.  Someone offered him something to drink to dull the pain of the nails that would be driven through his hands and feet, but he refused.  It was about mid-morning when the soldiers nailed him to the cross and fastened a board above him with a caption stating the alleged reason for his execution:

Leader of the Jews
While Jesus was hanging on the cross, some people recalled his remark that he would rebuild the temple in a few days, so they taunted him,

“If you’re so powerful, save yourself by coming down from the cross.”

The religious leaders also ridiculed him,

“He’s helped others and claims to be the one that God promised would lead us to a better life, but he can’t even help himself.  If he could save himself by coming down from the cross, then we’d follow his advice.”

Even the two thieves hanging on crosses next to Jesus made fun of him.

It became very dark from noon until mid-afternoon, when Jesus quoted one of God’s spokesmen who had expressed confidence in God long ago, despite a seemingly hopeless situation.  The first word Jesus quoted sounded similar to Elijah, another of God’s spokesmen who lived long ago.  Since it was a common custom for people to call on Elijah for help whenever they were in serious trouble, some bystanders thought that was what Jesus was doing.

It was obvious that Jesus was in a lot of pain, so someone soaked up some wine in a sponge and started to hold it up to his mouth on a stick, thinking it would accelerate his death and shorten his suffering.  But someone else yelled,

“Wait!  Let’s see if Elijah comes and saves him.”

They waited a while, but Elijah didn’t show.  When Jesus took his last breath, God split the thick curtain in the temple which separated the general worship area from the area which only the religious leaders could enter to make offerings to God for the people.  This signified that the common people could approach God directly for help to improve their attitude and behavior, without relying on the religious leaders to approach God for them.

At this point, the captain of the soldiers finally realized that Jesus was God’s special messenger.

During Jesus’ execution, Mary from Magdala, Salome, and Mary, the mother of James and Joseph, were watching what was happening from a distance.  These three and several other women had come along with Jesus from Galilee to help wherever they could.

Jesus Is Buried 

One of Jesus’ followers was a respected religious leader named Joseph, from the town of Arimathea, several miles north of Jerusalem.  He asked Pilate for Jesus’ body so he could give it a proper burial before the weekly day of rest began that evening.  Pilate was surprised Jesus died so soon, so he confirmed it with the captain of the soldiers before he gave Joseph permission to take Jesus’ body.  After wrapping it in linen cloth, he laid it in a walk-in grave, carved out of a stone hillside.  With others’ assistance, he closed the entrance by rolling a large rock in front of it.  Both Marys made sure they saw where Joseph put Jesus’ body so they could return there later.

Jesus Comes Back to Life

16 Saturday evening, after the weekly day of rest had ended, both Marys and Salome bought some perfume to put on Jesus’ body.  As they were on their way to his grave at dawn Sunday morning, they were wondering if some men would be there to roll the large stone away from the entrance so they could get in.  But when they arrived, the entrance was already open.  They went in and were surprised to see that Jesus’ body was gone.  A young man wearing a white robe explained,

“Jesus’ body is no longer here because he has come back to life.  Tell Peter and Jesus’ other followers that he’ll soon join them in Galilee as he promised.”

The women were so amazed and excited that they were speechless as they left the grave.
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