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PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – Praise and Thanksgiving
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE – This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING – Genesis 1:1-5
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face
of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY – Psalm 29
Refrain

1

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God's name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. Refrain
3

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. Refrain
5

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. Refrain
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The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. Refrain
9

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, "Glory!"
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. Refrain
11

O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. Refrain

SECOND READING – Acts 19:1-7
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were
about twelve of them.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL – Mark 1:4-11
Response – Glory to you, O Lord.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Mark Peters

HYMN OF THE DAY – Baptized and Set Free
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CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as beacons of your
redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it may speak with boldness and
confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with COVID19; for medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned or lonely; and
that you grant health and wholeness to a world so filled with pain, Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
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For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their children in
home schooling; and for young people who are finding a way toward graduation: that as the
academic year resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the search for education, Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates who champion
the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous with
abundance, that all people might live in stability and freedom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and restoration. Dispel
fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to
those who are sick or struggling. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We you thanks, O God, for your love and forgiveness in baptism, which marks the beginning
of our journey with our siblings in Christ to share the good news, serve all people, grow the
church and strive for peace and justice in the world. We are grateful and offer our praise for
all the baptized who have accompanied us and supported us and taught us throughout our
days; that at our end we join with them in everlasting joy, Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from the least to the
greatest, to your heavenly places. As you created all things, make all things new again in the
splendor of your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

NOISY OFFERING
A TIME OF REFLECTION
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with
arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
O God most mighty,
O God most merciful,
O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,
call us to your table,
grant us your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.
LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION MEDITATION SONG – All That We Have
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SENDING SONG – How Can I Keep from Singing
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DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.
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Presider
Musician
Liturgist/Reader
Sound Technician
Live Streaming

Worship Leaders Today
Pastor Mark Peters
Joe Belanger
Cathy Lucca
John Faith
Ted Saxton

Prayer Concerns – Jim Stavseth, Barb Leinum, Mollie Besch and family, Helen Knutson, Susie
Battalion, Margaret Tyson, Doug Nagle, Tony Miller, Jim Ramnes, and Kathleen Ganter.
Our Radio Broadcast is sponsored today by Jim Leen in memory of Virginia Leen, Agnes Leen,
and Stella Anderson.
Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Zion’s office hours – The office at Zion is open Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon,
and by appointment. Masks and social distancing are required in the building.
Noisy Offering – Today’s Noisy Offering proceeds will be donated to the Backus Community
Café. Thank you for your generosity.
May the God of all consolation be with the family and friends of Barb Howland, who died last
Sunday. Please remember them in your prayers.
May the God of all consolation be with the family and friends of Shirley Frank’s sister Flossie
Knutson, who died Tuesday. Please remember them in your prayers.
The ministries of the church are still in need of your offering and monetary gifts during this
pandemic. You can still mail your offering to the church, and, in addition to the Simply Giving
program, we now accept donations through Pay Pal. The financial institution where you bank
may also have an automatic bill-pay program for you to utilize. Thank you for your continued
support of the work of the church.
Backus Community Café – Please note that the Backus dining room is closed, however, meals
will be available for pick up/carry out. Guests should call Backus at 285-7225 before 4:00 pm
on a café day to reserve a meal. Meals can then be picked up from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm from
the east door of Backus (Door #3 facing St. Thomas Church) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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Holy Communion – Holy Communion is available for you. Our Smart Team has approved a
plan that, following the Sunday morning virtual Worship service, the church will be open until
noon for people to come in and receive communion. Masks and physical distancing will be
required inside the building. Signs and directions will also be posted. We will be using a
prefilled kit that includes a wafer and grape juice.
These kits will also be available during our weekday office hours if you would like to pick
them up ahead of time and participate in the sacrament from home while the service is being
broadcast. Call the church with any questions.
Simply Giving – Simply Giving supports the spiritual practice of giving on a regular basis. This
online service (direct deposit to Zion) provides more options and flexibility to grow giving,
add income to the church, and enhance cash flow. Simply Giving can strengthen the financial
health of Zion and help us in doing God’s work together. If you'd like more information or if
you're interested in signing up, please contact the church office.

Zion’s Mission Statement
To Proclaim the Joy of Salvation Through Word and Sacrament
Zion’s Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org
Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – A Hitch in the Story
Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’
expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as
his diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the
Jordan? What ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current
pulled crowds from city and country into the water?
One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by
an angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum
up the works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7).
Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of
hope, drenching relief and recovery.
For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and
the thin. They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives.
And not only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges.
Still, there were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the
ragged swaddling of unaccountable grace, one said to the other, “It has been such a long,
lonely journey, carrying a suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded
and packed.” Then he began to tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled
with tears that watered his cheeks and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the
flood was, “I love you all the more.”
Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one
stronger word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say,
“I am not worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.”
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