We finish the night with the name or title, 


“Christ” or “Messiah.”  

The Greek and Hebrew ways of saying 


“The Anointed One.”  

But we often overlook what the Christ or Messiah was anointed to do.  


We are so used to the saying the word 



that we start to blur what it means.  

Christ appears 543 times in the New Testament.  


So it is much easier to just leave it as a descriptor 



to help identify this Jesus who saves, 



who John told us would bring God's mercy, 



who was Blessed alongside Mary, 



and who is God with us.  

But there is a reason the title Christ appears so many times.  


It is because the people were waiting 



for the one anointed by God 



to rescue them from what they were experiencing.  


They were waiting for one 



who had been marked by God for a specific purpose.  

In the Old Testament, 


Priests were anointed, 


Kings were anointed, 


as were Prophets.  

So the question was always, 


“Who is going to be the one to save us?  



Our King, 



Our High Priest, 



or the prophet.  

If we would have bet on it like we do today, 


I don't know what your bookie would have said 



when you came to collect.  

If everyone is right, 


does everyone still win?  

The Messiah who came in Jesus of Nazareth, 

who came through a miraculous birth to Mary, 

who the Angels told the Shepherds about 


was all three.  

He is our King or Lord, 

he is our High Priest of the order of Melchezidek, 

and he is a Prophet as well.  


He rules, 


blesses, 


and pulled back the curtain concerning who Yahweh, 



the creator of the Universe 



and the one true God was.  

Any way that we can drift away from God, 


Jesus Christ addressed.  

If we did not understand enough about what was happening 


or what God was doing, 



Jesus the anointed prophet would make the way clear.  

If we thought we could not be with God because of our sin, 


Jesus the High Priest 



made the sacrifice to ensure we could be with God.  

If we thought we know the way to do things, 


Jesus 


our anointed King 



came and showed us how the Kingdom of God actually works.  

Any way we went, 


Jesus is there to save us 



as the anointed Messiah.

Where ever you find your self in relation to God this night, 


near or far, 



we remember that God is with us, 



Emmanuel.  

But that was not enough.  


Matthew pairs the name Jesus 


with the name Emmanuel, 



because they needed to work together.  

God can be with us, 


it doesn't mean we are saved from our selves 


or our brokenness.  

So Jesus is needed to save us from our sins 


and God staying with us 



helps prevent us from going back.  

All of these names come together 


in the name of “Christ,” 


the Messiah, 


the long awaited solution 



to all of humanities and the world's problems. 

So we join with the Shepherds in celebrating that 


someone came along 


and was able to do what they could not do on their own.  



Save them.  


But our anointed Savior can.  


The little child asleep on the hay will.  

The question always remains, 


“Will we let him?”  



Are we more than the anointed one of God can handle?  



Can our issues not be addressed by the chosen King, 




Prophet, 




or Priest?  

We rejoice this night 


that the one who came 


and dwelled among us 



can and did address all of our brokenness 




in offering up his life in our place.  


He was anointed 



to make the sacrifice in our place.  

So if you feel you need to make the sacrifice, 


you are missing what God did this night.  

What ever you are hoping to offer 


is not enough.  

But Jesus Christ, 

Jesus the Messiah was, 


is, 


and ever will be enough.  

So we can go into the night in peace, 


knowing it is not up to us, 



because we were not anointed for the task, 


but Jesus was 


and Jesus finished it.
