
 
 

Forest Grove Board of Fire Commissioners 
06-28-2016 Meeting Minutes 

Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Order of Business, / Minutes - rev 6, 02-2016  

1. Call to Order: 19:00 hours 
 1. Members Present 

X  Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
__ Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman 
X  Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
X  Thomas Bellone Sr. - Treasurer 
__ Scott Graiff 

 
Public Present & Others:  
Tamara Ardito – DTA Solutions 
Joseph Bertino – Vineland Auto Electric 
 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
 a. Motion to accept minutes as read - Thomas Bellone Sr.  
                                                         2nd -  Andrew Bellone Jr. 
Changes: None 
 
 
3. Communications 
Letter from Weir & Partners received for agreement to provide legal services. 
 
 
4. Bills against the Commission (refer to file for list of all bills paid) 
 a. Motion to pay all bills – Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 

  2nd   Andrew Bellone Jr.  
Notes: None  
 
 
5. Treasurers Report 
Please refer to the attached report. 
 a. Motion to accept Treasurers report as read - Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 

                                                        2nd  Andrew Bellone Jr.  
Notes: None 
 
6. Old Business 
The Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 and the Fire Company will be researching a policy 
and program for zero tolerance for drugs and alcohol. This will also include a process and 
training of certain personnel for identification of potential “under the influence” and a medical 
method for determining that a member was actually “under the influence” in the event of an 
incident. 
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6. Old Business continued 
The Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 and the Fire Company will be researching a policy 
and program for medical physical program for all Fire Company members.  
 
The Fire Company incorporation needs to be renewed. The Fire Company President is meeting 
with the appropriate personnel and agencies to have the incorporation completed by the end of 
the year. The Fire Company President notified the fire company membership at the regular 
meeting of Monday 6-27-16 that the incorporation was completed. The President will be 
providing the Board with copies as a courtesy. 
 
NJMVC is denying blue light applications from the Board of Fire Commissioners. NJMVC is 
requiring that the mayor of Vineland sign the applications even though the Mayor and town 
council of Vineland are not the governing body for the fire company. Mykola has completed the 
letter and provided it to the Board for review. All Board members will sign the letter and it will 
be sent with all future blue light applications.   
 
 
7. New Business 
The letter to the NJ MVC was signed by 3 of the 5 Board members present. Mykola will reach 
out to the other 2 members and have them sign the letter ASAP. 
 
Per Thomas Bellone Sr. he worked with SJ Gas and it seems that the issues related to the billing 
have been resolved.  
 
A letter from Weir & Partners received for agreement to provide legal services. This letter will 
contract the Board and Weir & Partners and specifies an hourly rate for services. This letter will 
be tabled to the next meeting so that the absent Board members can review.  
 
An application from Jessica Bellone was received for application to the State of NJ Fireman’s 
Relief Association. Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj made a motion to accept the application; 
Thomas Bellone Sr. seconded the motion. The Chairman agreed and the vote is 3 Aye, and 2 
absent. The motion is approved and the application will be submitted.  
 
A resolution was read accepting the 2015 audit report from Ball, Buckley & Seher. A copy of 
this resolution is attached. Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj made a motion to accept the resolution; 
Thomas Bellone Sr. seconded the motion. The Chairman agreed and the vote is 3 Aye, and 2 
absent. The motion is carried and the resolution is accepted.  
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7. New Business continued 
A resolution was read for the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 to enter into a interlocal 
Agreement with a Nationally recognized cooperative entity for the purpose of purchasing fire 
apparatus. This resolution is pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 (b) (3). Thomas Bellone Sr. made a 
motion to accept the application; Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj seconded the motion. The 
Chairman agreed and the vote is 3 Aye, and 2 absent. The motion is carried and the resolution is 
accepted. 
 
 
8. Public Comments 
Chief of the Fire Department: not present 
President of the Fire Department: not present 
Others: 
Joseph Bertino – Vineland Auto Electric presented the Board with the information needed 
regarding the repair work that will be needed for 43-52’s generator. During regular preventative 
maintenance work it was found that the generator bearing is failing and requires replacement. 
The generator has below 50% shaft wear. If the bearing and shaft were allowed to completely 
fail, it would cause catastrophic damage to the generator and the repairs could exceed 
$22,000.00. If we perform the needed repair before catastrophic failure, the cost estimate is 
$8,490.24. Joe went into great detail explaining the possible outcomes and the Board agreed that 
the repair would need to be done, and we authorized Joe to temporarily disable the generator on 
Engine 43-52 to prevent any further damage.  
 
The generator is not a field replaceable assembly and the entire generator assembly will need to 
be removed and sent to the factory for repair. Engine 43-52 will only be out of service during the 
time that it takes to remove the generator assembly, and the time that it will take to reinstall the 
repaired generator assembly. During the time that the generator assembly is out for repair, 
Engine 43-52 will be in service but without a generator. Per Mr. Bertino there is an 8 week lead 
time to order the replacement parts and begin the repairs.  
 
A discussion was had regarding the repair costs. We determined that the repairs could not wait 
until the next years budget as it could be a public safety issue.  
 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj made a motion to have the repair done immediately. Thomas 
Bellone Sr. seconded the motion. The Chairman agreed and the vote is 3 Aye, and 2 absent. The 
motion is approved and a PO was issued to Vineland Auto Electric to perform the needed 
repairs.  
 
The Chief of the department will be advised and will make arrangements to have Engine 43-52 
taken to Vineland Auto Electric to have the generator assembly removed and sent to the factory 
for repairs. 
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9. Adjournment 
 a. Motion to adjourn – Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 

                  2nd  - Thomas Bellone Sr. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:57 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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