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Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

Work began bright and early on Wednesday, October 26 when the crew from Lancaster Builders
started tearing down the walls in the lower level of
Memorial Hall. After weeks of struggling through the
process of obtaining the necessary permits, final
approval and a start date came so quickly that Sr.
Warden Janet Roberts had to “call in the troops” to
quickly empty all the remaining items from the
building.
During the renovation project, Hospitality will be
held in the church Narthex and all meetings normally held in Memorial Hall will be taking place in
the church or undercroft.

Start of demolition in the lower
level of Memorial Hall.

Everyone is encouraged to use the paved parking
Photo thanks to Bill H.
lot during the renovation, especially since a storage
pod and a dumpster are taking up much of the space in the gravel lot.
Updates and photos will be a regular part of the newsletter and will be posted on our website, so check frequently to follow our progress.
Many thanks to all those who have helped in the “clean out” phase, to Joe
Hines of Lancaster Builders for all the work he’s done on our behalf to obtain
the permits and approvals, and to Janet Roberts who has shouldered the overwhelming job of working with all the individuals and agencies involved.
The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church. Through
UTO, men, women, and children nurture the habit of giving
daily thanks to God. These prayers of thanksgiving start
when we recognize and name our many daily blessings.
Those who participate in UTO discover that thankfulness
leads to generosity. UTO is entrusted to promote thank offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute the monies to support mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion.
Oct 30th and Nov 6th have been chosen as Ingather Sundays for Fall Contribution to the United Thank Offering here at Transfiguration. Boxes and envelopes
for coins or cash donations are available in the narthex – Please put your
name on the box or the envelope if you wish for your giving to be credited to
you.
Information about UTO is also available in the Narthex. We already have two
donations totaling $70 to bring the Fall Ingather. It is hoped that you will
choose to gather up those loose coins and make a contribution to help UTO.
Thank you to Sue Wirths for coordinating this twice-yearly project.
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My Dear Friends in Christ,
An especially moving line from one of our great national hymns declares: “O
beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, / Who more than self their country
loved and mercy more than life.” The words encapsulate, I think, the essential
character of sacrifice and dedication to which all citizens, and indeed all faithful
persons, are called. They remind us that we are a part of something larger and
greater than ourselves alone. They also tell us that the care and concern we
show for others--our sense of compassion, our degree of ‘mercy’--are the true
measure of our life’s worth. To be a ‘hero,’ then, has little to do with wealth or
celebrity or influential power, or even with personal courage. It has much more
to do with the manner in which we serve this larger, greater cause, the way we
treat those whose lives are not our own but that are as important to us as
though they were.

From the
Rector’s
Desk

The truth is our country’s history is filled with examples of such heroes--some
well-known but most of them unsung--all those willing to offer their lives for the
sake of an ideal, in defense of the rights of others, and for the protection of freedom. We think of untested GIs, clamoring off their transports on D-Day, in 1944,
in the face of withering enemy fire; or the Freedom Riders of the 1960s, seeking
to integrate interstate travel while confronting violent racist mobs. We remember union organizers in the 1920s bloodied for their efforts to improve the lives of
working people; or first-time teachers in Depression-era Appalachia trying to give
their students a sense of dignity and promise in the midst of grinding poverty.
From firefighters rescuing families from flood waters to policemen reaching
out to residents in beleaguered neighborhoods--through the work and spirit of
countless public servants in numberless situations--individual Americans continue
to make a positive, healing, enriching difference in the lives of other Americans.
And, yes, this includes elected officials too, who (despite the prevailing attitude
toward politicians!) daily perform the hard unglamorous, thankless work of legislation--pouring over bills, meeting in committees, seeking consensus, attempting
to draft laws that will benefit the people of their communities and districts. They,
too, make sacrifices of their own, keenly aware of the trust someone’s vote has
placed in them.
All of this comes to mind now, on the eve of the general election. The long,
bitter presidential campaign just ending has too often highlighted our divisions
and inequities--the many things (real or perceived) that are wrong with our country, the many things (real or imagined) that we fear--while too often neglecting
those signs of sacrifice and progress embedded in our history and an active part
of our national life right now. God knows, there are deep wrongs that need addressing and grave dangers that need confronting, and without delay. But I believe the fabric of our democracy is strong and resilient enough, with God’s
grace, to meet these challenges and to embrace the change that’s needed. We
are a broken society in many ways--but we are not a beaten one! We have deep
wells of wisdom and energy and goodness in us, as evidenced by all those
“heroes proved” -- all those selfless witnesses from our past and present who
show us that our faith in the future is bright and our hope is well-founded.

On November 8, however you cast your ballot, please vote in the light of that
faith, with trust in that hope, calling to mind the history of sacrifice and love that
is our greatest treasure, in this momentous year and always.
Many Blessings,

Fr. Gordon+
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Outreach Committee Holiday
Action
COTT will host “Be a Santa to a Senior”, so
please keep your eye out for the “giving tree”,
which will be up starting the first Sunday of Advent (Nov 27). The ladies of the Ladies Luncheon group will make the ornaments, which will
have the information about each senior and a
few items from their modest wish list. The tree
will be up for 2 consecutive Sundays.

Ladies’ Lunch
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Glory to God!
Beginning Sunday, October 30th, we are introducing a new hymnal, Glory to God: Hymns,
Psalms, & Spiritual Songs that we hope will
serve as a valuable additional music source for
our Sunday worship. The product of an ecumenical commission led by the Presbyterian
Church, Glory to God encompasses a wide
range of styles and traditions – including old
American classics, familiar liturgical hymns and
spirituals, and contemporary songs.
Not meant to replace our own venerable and
much-loved 1982 Hymnal, Glory to God will
serve to widen our choices while allowing us to
explore a richer range of musical and poetic expression! For convenience (and to avoid confusion!) hymns drawn from Glory to God will be
designated by an “R” (for red!) on the hymn
board and in the bulletin.
Parishioners who would like to “buy” a copy of
Glory to God, and have a memorial book plate
attached to the inside front cover, please complete the forms available in the Narthex, or contact the church office. This is a wonderful way
to honor or memorialize a loved one, celebrate
a special event, or simply support your church.
Each book plate is $20 and you may purchase
as many or few as you wish.

Enjoying lunch are (left to right) Molly Wilson, Lisa Dill, Sue Wirths,
Janet Roberts, Barbara Collins, and Rev. Ellen Hurwitz. Taking the
picture was Robin Rolph.

Due to Memorial Hall renovations, the COTT
ladies met for lunch at Bob Evans Restaurant on
Tuesday, October 18 at noon. We each paid for
our own lunch. We discussed how we would
support the COTT Outreach Committee in November to promote the "Christmas Giving" efforts. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 15 at noon. We may meet at Bob Evans
Restaurant again, but we may meet somewhere
else. There will be an announcement in the
weekly bulletin in November about where we
will meet. All COTT women are invited to attend. Please call Linda Galloway (301-371-6326)
or Susan Wirths (301-644-4274) for more information.

Ecumenical
Thanksgiving
Service

Sunday
November 20
7:30 p.m.
Members of all the Middletown area churches
will gather here at COTT for a united
celebration of thanks and praise that will
feature a joint choir with instrumental
accompaniment.
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Daylight Saving Ends
November 6

From the Clagget Center

Join Leaders of the Environmental Movement
What does FAITH have to do with the ENVIRONMENT? Where do the two intersect? When is it our
responsibility to take action? Join us for this important conversation with keynote presenters Sally
Bingham, Steve Van Matre, Bill McKibben and Eugene Taylor Sutton. All are welcome.
Conference Attendees will be treated to a screening of Before the Flood featuring Pope Francis,
produced by Leonardo DiCaprio, with Q&A led by Sally Bingham.
Registration closes November 7. All-inclusive Chapman Dialogues: Conversations on Faith conference
package features lodging, meals and conference materials. Rates vary based on accommodations.
Student rates in dorm-style lodging. Commuter package available.
More information can be found at ChapmanDialogues.org

NOVEMBER 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

PLEASE NOTE
Due to the election on Nov. 8,
Morning Prayer will be held
in Fr. Gordon's office.

6 ALL SAINTS
STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY

7

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

3

4

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

SATURDAY
5
STANDARD TIME
RETURNS

Remember to
change your clocks
before going to bed.

6:30p Chorale
7:00p Vestry

8 ELECTION DAY
VOTE!

9:00a Morning Prayer

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

8:30p AA

9

10

11

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

9:00a Morning Prayer

Healing - both services 12:00p AA
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

7:00p B&F

11:15a Hospitality

8:30p AA

Office Closed - Administrator Vacation

13

14

15

16

17

18

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

19

11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

23

24

6:30p Chorale
7:00p Vestry
6:00 Chorale

8:30p AA

Office Closed - Administrator Vacation

20

21

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

22

25

THANKSGIVING
Office Closed
12:00 Ladies' Lunch

26
Office Closed

12:00p AA
12:00p AA

7:30p Ecumenical
Thanksgiving
Service

8:30p AA
6:30p Chorale
RECTOR VACATION

27

28

29

30

31

8:00a H.E. II
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

6:30p Chorale
6:30 Men's Dinner
5:45 Chorale

VESTRY
Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

