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. Former Cortland 7th Ward
Alderwoman Linda Ferguson
~will run against city Planning
‘Board member Troy Beckwith
‘for the Democratic nomination

to challenge incumbent Repub-

. Jlican Adam Megivern, who un-

seated Ferguson two years ago,

_in the general election.

The 7th Ward neighborhoods

~.have many old homes and el-

derly residents. Residents are

- ‘concerned about the number of
~empty houses in the ward, the

neighborhood water, and traffic
lights taken down at Pomeroy
and East Court streets, Em can-

,, -didates said.

Ferguson was alderwoman

B

~to Megivern in 2015. She has

been a resident of the ward for
20 years and said she feels the

constitu-

“for three terms before losing

smwmm of the

ents are not
being met.
Ferguson
enjoyed the
position
when  she
served and
said she got
requests
from both Democrats and Re-
publicans in the smqa to run

Beckwith

- again,

“I’ve gotten complaints
from residents just walking
around the neighborhood,”
Ferguson said. “All 1 can say
to them is, you need to call
your alderman.”

Beckwith was born and raised

in Homer and has lived in Cor-.

tland for the past 20 years. He
has been on the city Planning
Board for the past six years and
is a building superintendent for

rima

Chris Calabro Properties.

He decided to run because
he heard about a lot of issues
raised, the most significant be-
ing Megivern’s conflict of in-
terest from being an alderman
while serving as executive di-
rector of the Cortland Down-
town Partnership.

“I don’t think it’s fair not

: giving 110 percent to the job,” -

Beckwith said.

Ferguson has similar con-
cerns with how Megivern is not
able to vote on all issues. At the

“most recent council meeting,
. Megivern had to recuse him-

self from voting on changing
the use of a $68,000 loan to the
Downtown Partnership.

“We need full representation,
not partial representation,” Fer-
guson said. “We need an alder-
man who’s serious about the
job and needs of constituents.”

Beckwith said he would like

to see

homes in
the ward
redevel-
oped,
have a
four-way
stop or
traffic
lights put
up at Pomeroy and East Court
streets, make better use of
green spaces, and he is against

Ferguson

.a proposed stage in Courthouse

Park.

“It’s something not a lot of
people want,” Beckwith said.
“I would _mmé it the way it is
right now.”

Ferguson said m:m would
take phone calls personally
with residents and manage
ward meetings. She said a rep-
resentative must understands
the needs of senior citizens and

empty

in 7th Ward

will fight for them.

“This isn’t New York City,
this isn’t California, this is Cor-
tland,” Ferguson said. “We’re a
small 03\ S& we’re used to the
old ways.”

Beckwith said his %&Emm
on the Planning Board have
him out working seven days a
week. He considers himself a
go-getter with plenty of energy
and enthusiasm and believes the
ward has strong, good people in
it who do not ask for a lot..

“I would like to develop

houses not just in the ward,

but the whole city,” Beckwith

said. :

The 7th Ward lies on the east
side of the city, bordering the
banks of the Tioughnioga Riv-
er. Its street boundaries are Port
Watson Street, Clinton Avenue,
Pendleton Street, Clinton Av-

enue, Central Avenue and Main

Street.

S

3
e

P

M(

_mo:g

Corp:
day t
neede
begin
Resic
the tc
Owas
Sct
Wetle
unwa
that

. bloon

veget
ters tl
to res
dama

Th
prove
Aubu
prove



