CONSTITUTION

WASHINGTON COUNTY VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE I: NAME

This association shall be incorporated and known as the Washington County Veterinary Medical Association and shall remain a non-profit organization hereafter referred to as “The Association.” 

ARTICLE II: OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Association shall be the advancement of the science and art of veterinary medicine; the conservation and protection of animal health; cooperation in public health as it relates to animal health; promotion of the exchange of scientific knowledge, and of fellowship between veterinarians through regular programs and meetings. 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Voting membership shall be confined to active members. The election, dismissal and reinstatement of active members are provided in the By-laws.
Section 2. Qualifications: Active members shall be any individual eligible for practicing veterinary medicine in the state of Oregon and must be engaged in clinical practice, public service, research, industry, or reside within the greater Washington County area. 
Section 3. Non-voting membership shall be confined to (a) retired members, (b) honorary members, and (c) certified veterinary technicians licensed in the state of Oregon. The qualifications and elections of non-voting members are provided in the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE IV: MEETINGS

Meetings of the Association shall be regular, executive board, and special. The time, number, and calling of these meetings are provided for in the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1. The elective officers of the Association charged with the duties affecting the entire organization shall be President, President-elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. The election, duties, tenure and replacement of the elective officers are provided for in the Bylaws.
Section 2. The elective officers of the Association shall constitute an administrative body known as the Executive Board. The immediate past president shall serve as an ex-official member. The meetings, responsibility, and tenure of the Executive Board are provided for in the Bylaws. 

ARTICLE VI: AMENDMENTS

The constitution can be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the active members present, provided the amendment or amendments shall have been: 
a. Presented to the Executive Board in writing for its recommendation and introduced to the active membership at the preceding regular meeting. 
b. A written copy of the proposed amendment or amendments mailed or emailed to the active members fifteen (15) days prior to the regular meeting at which the final vote is to be taken. 





BYLAWS

WASHINGTON COUNTY VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE 1: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Candidates shall submit their applications for voting membership to the Executive Board. The Board shall approve or disapprove of the application by majority vote. The applicant will be admitted to the Association if he or she meets the criteria in Article 3, Section 2 and is in good standing with the Oregon State Board of Veterinary Examiners. 
Section 2. Termination of membership: 

A member is automatically dropped if he no longer qualifies as stated in Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution; if he fails to pay his dues within the period prescribed by the By-laws, Article IX, or if his license to practice is revoked by the Oregon State Board of Veterinary Examiners. 

A member in good standing may resign by submitting a written resignation to the Executive Board. 

Any member whose conduct shall be found guilty, by the Executive Board, of violating the Constitution and By-Laws of the Association, the code of ethics of the American Veterinary Medical Association, or activities pre-judicial to the welfare of the veterinary profession, shall be subject to admonishment, censure, suspension, or expulsion by the Executive Board. 

The recommendations for admonishment, censure, suspension, or expulsion, and its procedure shall be presented by the Executive board to the membership for ratification at the next regular meeting. 
Ratification shall be by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote. Voting shall be by ballot. 

Section 3. Reinstatement: The procedure for election to membership, as provided for in section 1 of this Article shall apply to all former members with the exception of those automatically dropped for non-payment of dues. In this latter case, payment of all past due dues automatically reinstates the member. 
Section 4. Qualifications for non-voting membership shall be determined by the Executive Board. The candidate(s) name and qualifications shall be presented to the active membership at the next 
regular meeting. A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote by the members present elects the candidate to non-voting membership. Voting shall be by ballot. 

ARTICLE II: MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular meetings should be held monthly, September through May, at the discretion of the Executive Board. Time and place shall be designated in the meeting notice.
Section2. Executive Board meetings shall be held prior to each regular meeting as deemed necessary by the President, the time and place to be designated by the President.
Section 3. Special meetings shall be called by the President when he or she considers it necessary or upon the request of three (3) members in good standing. Time and place of the meetings shall be designated in the meeting notice. 

ARTICLE III: PRESIDENT

Section 1. The President shall assume office for a term of one year, beginning after the May meeting.
Section 2. In the event the President cannot fulfill the term, the President- Elect will assume the office of President.
Section 3. The duties of the President shall be as follows:
Preside at all regular, executive board and special meetings.
Appoint all standing and special committees
Serve as ex-official member of all committees
Call a special meeting when deemed necessary or at the request of all three (3) members in good standing.
Call a special election when necessary to fill a vacant elective office.
Sign all checks of the Association when the Treasurer is not available. 

ARTICLE IV: PRESIDENT-ELECT

Section 1. The President-Elect shall be elected at the May meeting and assume the office of President after the following May meeting, or as provided for in Article III, Section 2, of the ByLaws.
Section 2. In the event the President-Elect cannot fulfill the term, the vacancy shall be filled by a special election. 
Section 3. Duties.
Perform the duties of the President in his absence
Assist the President in his duties when requested
Shall be eligible for appointment to a standing committee as a chairman member. 

ARTICLE V: SECRETARY

Section 1. The secretary shall be elected and assume office for a term of one year at the May meeting.
Section 2. In the event the Secretary cannot fulfill the term, the vacancy shall be filled by special election. 
Section 3. Shall record keep all minutes of regular, special, and Executive board meetings.
Shall handle all correspondence of the Association.
Shall send notification of all regular, Executive Board and Special Meetings to the membership and subsequently record attendance and activities of these meetings. 

ARTICLE VI: TREASURER

Section 1. The Treasurer shall be elected and assume office for a term of one year at the May meeting.
Section 2. In the event the Treasurer cannot fill the term, the vacancy shall be filled by a special election. 
Shall account for all monies received and disbursed; make all deposits and pay all expenses of the Association as approved by the Executive Board.
Shall make Treasurer’s Report annually or upon request of the membership.
Shall sign all checks of the association. In the absence of the Treasurer, the President shall sign the checks of the Association 
May be bonded. 

ARTICLE VII: EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Section 1. The Executive Board Members shall be (4) in number. (1) President (2) President- Elect (3) Secretary (4) Treasurer 
Section 2. In the event an Executive Board Member cannot fulfill the term, the vacancy shall be filled by special election.
Section 3. Duties.
Shall serve as advisory and voting members of the Executive Board. 
Shall be eligible for appointment to standing or special committees as a chairman or member. 

ARTICLE VIII: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1. The voting members of the Executive Board shall be the President, President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. The immediate Past President shall serve as Ex-official member. 
Section 2. The duties and authority of the Executive Board shall be as follows:
Shall carry on the business of the association between regular meetings. 
Shall serve as an executive committee for issues requiring further study and discussion not referred to a regular or special committee.
Shall review complaints concerning the membership and, where guilt exists according to majority consent; take disciplinary action according to article 1, Section 2 c and d of the By-laws. 
Fulfill duties described elsewhere in the Constitution and By-Laws. i.e. review for recommendation proposed amendments to the Constitution (Article 6 a of the Constitution); approve applications for membership (Article 1, Section 2 b of the By- Laws); ratify resignations (Article 1, Section 2 b of the By- Laws); appoint the Nominating committee (Article XI, Section 3 of the By- Laws) and grant leave of absence (Article XII, Section 5 of the By Laws). 
Section 3. Meetings and Quorum
Executive Board meetings shall be held prior to each regular meeting as deemed necessary by the President. (article II, Section 2 of the by Laws).
A Quorum shall consist of (5) voting members.
Section 4. Voting at all general and special elections shall be by ballot, a motion accepting the recommendations of the Nominating Committee being excepted. 

ARTICLE X: DUES AND SPECIAL ASESSMENTS 

Shall be assessed by a vote of the membership if needed.

ARTICLE XI: COMMITTEE

Section 1. The Stand Committees of the Association shall be as follows:
Program: Executive Board shall provide programs for all regular meetings and special meetings when necessary.
Membership- Shall encourage attendance, enlist candidates for membership and attempt to reinstate former members.
Nominating- Shall present a ticket of candidates for the Annual election and a candidates (s) for Special election when directed (Article IX, Section 1)
Section 2. Special Committees shall be appointed by the President as they are necessary to carry on the business of the Association.
Section 3. The Nominating Committee shall consist of at least three (3) members appointed by the President. The chairman of the committee shall be Past President. 
Section 4. Tenure. All standing committees shall be appointed by the 1st meeting following election. The tenure will end after the following May meeting. 

ARTICLE XII: MISCELLANEOUS

Section 1. Amendments. These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting by a two thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the active members present, provided the Amendment was presented in writing at the previous regular meeting.
Section 2. Code of Ethics: The Code of Ethics of the association shall be the same as the American Veterinary Medical Association. 
Section 3. Rules of Order: The Rules of Order for the Association, not in conflict with the Constitution and By-Laws, will be the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order
Section 4. Quorum: Unless otherwise stated the members present (minimum 5) shall constitute a quorum. 
Section 5. Leave of Absence: A written request for a Leave of Absence for a specified period of time shall be substituted for Approval by the Executive Board. If approved, the member will be exempt from dues and loss of membership according to Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution. 
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