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“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
Romans 15:7
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All Saints Sunday
9am
Worship and Communion
10:00 Sunday School
10:15
Fellowship

5

THURSDAY
1
Women's Bible Study
9:30am

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3
4-6pm Smoking Out
Starvation at UMC

6
10am Prayer Shawl

7
7pm Confirmation

8

9
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12
National Donor Sabbath 9am
9am LWR Quilting
Worship
10:00 Sunday
School
10:15 Fellowship
**Guest Pastor Gary Hedding from
the Synod Generosity Committee

13
10am Prayer Shawl

14
3:30-5:30 JAM @ FPC
7pm Praise Team Rehearsal
7pm Confirmation
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26th Sunday after Pentecost 9am
Contemporary Worship and
Communion
10:00
Sunday School
10:15
Fellowship

20
10am Prayer Shawl
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27
10am Prayer Shawl

28
3:30-5:30 JAM @ FPC
5-6pm Be Our Guest
6pm Chime Choir Rehearsal
at Jubilee
7pm Confirmation

29

30
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19

25
26
27th Sunday after Pentecost 9am 9am LWR Quilting
Worship
10:00 Sunday
School
10:15 Fellowship

2
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Ushers, Readers, and Communion Assistants
November Readers
Nov. 4
Wayne Schneider
Nov. 11
Mary Adams
Nov. 18
Maureen Even
Nov. 25
Kaye Jones

November Communion Assistants
Nov. 4
Wayne Schneider
Nov. 18
Maureen Even
November Ushers
Merritt and Connie Jones
Jim & Cindy Gosse

Dear friends in Christ,
I have recently gotten hooked on a podcast called “Hidden Brain.” (For
those of you who don’t know, a podcast is basically a radio program that
you can listen to, “on demand,” on your computer.) The “Hidden Brain”
show takes science-y things, explains them in understandable ways, and
relates them to regular life. It’s a really interesting show for people like me,
people who are very interested in science, but who don’t have a degree in
science and therefore don’t always know the complicated lingo or
background information.
But one of the reasons I really like “Hidden Brain” is because at the end of
every episode, as they say the credits at the end, they include an “unsung
hero.” This unsung hero is a person who wouldn’t normally show up in the
credits of the program, but who has nevertheless helped in some way that
week. One week, they talked about how the had tech problems that week,
the computers were down and nobody could figure out how to fix them,
except for this one person, so that person was their unsung hero. Another
episode, that ran the week of Mother’s Day, proclaimed, “our unsung
heroes this week are our mothers. We wouldn’t be here without you.”
I like hearing this part of the credits, because it reminds me to look for the
unsung heroes in my life. Who are the people who have taught me, who
have comforted and encouraged me when I was in difficult situations, who
have helped me grow in my faith?
In the church, we call these people saints. Yes, we are all sinners, but
because God saved us through Jesus Christ, we are also saints, and we are
free to BE saints to others. At the beginning of November, we celebrate All
Saints Day, a time in the church when we remember the saints who have
died and celebrate the saints who have shaped our lives of faith.
And so, as we go into this month of November, I invite you to reflect on
your life. Who are your unsung heroes? Who are the saints in your life?
Christ’s peace,
Pastor Kristen

American Lutheran Church
September Council Meeting
September 10, 2018
Vice-President Wayne Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:30
PM. Present at the meeting were Pastor Kristen, Kaye Jones,
Christy Phillips, Christa Leach, Mary Adams, Wayne Schneider and
Sara Borland. Absent from the meeting were Maureen Even and
Barb Hayek. Visitor was Mike Kleinfelter from the ELCA
Foundation.
Pastor lead devotion with the daily devotion from Hebrews 11:29 –
12:2 for September 11 from “Christ in Our Home”.
Mike Kleinfelter from the ELCA Foundation gave a presentation regarding planned giving for the church.
Mike will make a presentation to the congregation on October 7 after worship. Mike will talk about planned
giving, wills and setting up an Endowment Fund.
Secretary’s Report—Sara Borland made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report and Christa Leach second the
motion. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report—Kaye Jones made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and Sara Borland second the
motion. Motion carried. The balance in the checking account at the end of August is $68.15.
Committee Reports:
Abundant Life—met on August 30 with guest speaker Pastor Gary Hedding on Generosity. Pastor
Gary will be preaching on November 11 on Generosity.
Constitution—the members are working on Chapter 12.
Hospitality—the ladies will be providing lunch on September 13 for the Jubilee Conference gathering at
ALC.
Parish Ed—Rally Sunday was September 9. Sunday school will start on September 16.
Property—Bill and Bob Even will start working on the back entryway in September.
Scholarship-no meeting
Technology—no meeting
Worship & Music—no meeting
Youth—Hoey family lead worship on September 9 and gave a presentation on the Youth Gathering.
Confirmation classes will start September 12. There are 3 8th graders and 4 7th graders in Confirmation class
this year.
Pastor’s Report:
In the last month, Pastor has had 2 home communion visits and lead 2 worship services at the
Independence Care Facilities.
ALC will be hosting the monthly pastor’s gathering of the Jubilee Conference on September 13. Thank
you to the Hospitality Committee for providing lunch!
Confirmation class has started up again. This year there is 7 students. Pastor has decided to change
the Confirmation program just a bit. Pastor would like to have the Confirmation ceremony take place on
Reformation Sunday (the last Sunday in October) in the student’s 9th grade year. Pastor decided to do this
because that way it’s not during graduation season, so hopefully it doesn’t feel like a graduation from the
Church.

There is 2 students who will be taking Communion class this fall. The class will be held on September
29. They will receive communion on September 30.
Pastor has been working with First Presbyterian Church and the United Methodist Church to plan the
fall Semester of JAM. We plan to do a Book Fair as part of the fall semester again, hopefully that will get
going by October.
On October 14 (evening) through 16, Pastor will be in Dubuque for the NEIA Synod Fall Theological
Conference.
Reminders: we will have guest speakers at/after worship a few times this fall.
September 30—Rev. Cindy Breed from Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach is coming to preach and lead an
adult forum.
October 7—Mike Kleinfelter from the ELCA Foundation will come lead an adult forum about wills and
planned giving.
November 11—Rev. Gary Hedding will come preach about generosity.
Someone from LSI will come and preach on a Sunday in January. This is not scheduled yet.
New Business:
Tim Davis Lawn Care—estimate fall application. An estimate was received from Tim to fertilize and
spread weed control on the church and parsonage lawn. Mary Adams made a motion to contact Tim about to
do the job. Christa Leach seconded the motion. Motion carried. Wayne Schneider will contact Tim.
Mary Adams received information from Portico regarding the health insurance plans, and the changes
that will be made with the plans.
Old Business:
Line of Credit—Mary Adams met with Bryan Palmer at BankIowa to sign the renewal on the Line of
Credit. The new interest rate is 5.25%.
Correspondence:
Oaks Indian Mission—received a letter asking for a gift of support.
EWALU-2018 Fall Appeal—received a letter stating how many campers, volunteers and staff was at
camp this year.
MidAmerican Energy—received a Certificate of Verification in Partnership with MidAmerican Energy
Company in 100% Renewable Energy Vision.
Deacon Assignments for October were given.
The next council meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2018 at 6:30 PM.
Sara Borland made a motion to adjourn the meeting the meeting at 7:58 PM. Mary Adams seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Christy Phillips
Secretary

November 2018, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story
National Adoption Month
November is National Adoption Month, a time to honor
families who have opened their hearts and homes to children
in need. For LSI it is a time to celebrate the families we support through Foster Care
and Adoption, and to raise awareness for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a
safe, loving home.
In 30 counties in western Iowa, LSI Foster Care and Adoption recruits, licenses, and
supports foster and adoptive families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a safe,
stable environment.
But more work needs to be done. According to the most recent federal data, more than
100,000 children in the U.S. are waiting to be adopted from foster care, and thousands
of teens age out of foster care every year without a permanent family. To learn more
about supporting Iowa children in foster care, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member
of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual
orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
Helping to Carry the Load
Renato and Nellie Jimenez knew they wanted to adopt children. But when they learned
about the desperate need for foster families, they also decided to open their home to
children in need of safe, temporary care.
“We realized there are some big needs out there,” Renato says. “Sometimes, we might
not see it. But there are people suffering and struggling. We knew our family could
make a difference.”
Over the last four years, Renato and Nellie have adopted four children and are
currently fostering three. Their children range from 6 months to 14 years of age.
The couple enjoys supporting children of all ages, and they focus their parenting on
helping them stay connected to their history and culture whenever possible.
Especially for older children, Renato says, it is vital to be given a safe space to open
up and talk about the past in a healthy way.
“The most rewarding experience is the transformation of the kids. They come with
baggage and they come hurt. But we can provide a home and love and security for
them, so they know they belong in a family,” Renato says. “Be there for the kids. The
more healthy and supportive people these kids have around them, the better. Help
them carry the load.”

Mission Moment: Abundant Life Committee
The Abundant Life Committee is a relatively new committee that began just about a year ago when a small
group of our congregation began meeting to delve more deeply into the ministry and mission of American
Lutheran. In addition to explore ways American Lutheran can enhance and expand our ministry. On average,
we have met about once a month. Pastor Mark Anderson from the Synod Office attended one of our early
meetings. Our committee attended the Conference Assembly in February where Pastor Gary Hedding gave a
presentation entitled “Developing a Culture of Generosity in a Congregation.” Pastor Kristen and I each attended
two different breakout sessions regarding the Generosity Network of the Northeast Iowa Synod at the Synod
Assembly in June. Pastor Hedding was our guest at our August committee meeting. We will all have an
opportunity to meet and hear Pastor Hedding when he will be our guest pastor on November 11th.
You may have seen the Abundant Life Committee meetings on the church calendar and are wondering
what in the world is this about? Our first meetings were discussions, as we, ourselves were trying to navigate
and find our bearings. One of the first tasks was to give ourselves a name. Many suggestions were brought
forward. A verse from John 10 seemed to touch each of us – verse 10 – “The thief comes to steal and kill and
destroy; I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” Thus, we decided that the name - “Abundant
Life” – was the most appropriate.
Now that we had a name – what comes next? Why were we meeting each month and where are we
going? So, the next step was to formulate a mission statement and a vision statement. More thoughtful,
challenging discussions ensued – and homework! After several attempts and false starts we crafted our
statements and brought them to the Church Council at the October meeting with the request they would support
the mission and vision statements as we introduce them to the congregation and begin to build on the Mission and
Vision. We have gained their support. The Mission and Vision Statements are as follows:
VISION AND MSSION OF THE ABUNDANT LIFE COMMITTEE
Our Mission . . . Nurturing Generous Living Through Christ
Our Vision . . . . to become
A community created in the image and likeness of God; growing spiritually in faith, hope and love;
recognizing our God-given blessings; being a culture of generosity; working together to care for all God
has made so that all people in our congregation and beyond may experience Christ’s abundant life.
By . . .Following and learning from Jesus how to live generously:





growing spiritually in faith, hope and love;
recognizing our God-given blessings;
becoming a culture of generosity;
working together to care for all that God has made
o Becoming enlightened about the spiritual and physical needs of all God’s children.
o Encouraging each other to support those in need through prayer and action, sharing our time, talents
and treasures.

. . . So that all people in our congregation and beyond may experience Christ’s abundant life.
I would like to recognize Maureen Even, Chris Waring, Pastor Tom Jones and Pastor Kristen for their
hard work and dedication to get the Committee to this point. It is our ardent hope that you will join us on this
journey of growing spiritually as we encourage each other here at ALC to support those in need through our
prayers and through our actions – sharing our time, our talents and our treasure.
We do not intend this committee to be a party of 5! We invite any and all of you to join our committee!
I hope you are clamoring to be a part of this new venture!
As a reminder, Pastor Gary Hedding will be our guest Pastor on November 11th and invite you to worship
that day and take part in the discussion that will be held afterward.
Our Mission – “Nurturing Generous Living Through Christ”
May these 5 words help to guide you as you are in these 4 walls of ALC and when you leave this place to
have a full life in Christ as you go about your work life, your school life, your home life, your recreation and your
spiritual life so that living through Christ, you may have life and have it ABUNDANTLY!
May God bless your and keep you in His Grace.
Mary Adams

Be Our Guest
November 28: home-made Ham and Bean Soup, Chicken
Noodle Soup, Cornbread, Cheese and Crackers with
Pumpkin Bars for dessert.
We enjoyed our Halloween meal in October. It was nice to
send the kids off with a good meal of Spaghetti Bake,
Lettuce Salad and Breadsticks with Decorated Cupcakes for
dessert before they went out Trick-Or-Treating. We dressed up for the occasion and
handed out candy.
We did not have enough volunteers to have our Thanksgiving meal this year, so I hope
everyone has someone to share the day with. We will be having our regular
Wednesday meal on November 28. This will be our last meal for the year so we hope
to see you there!-- Be Our Guest Committee
Smoking Out Starvation: The United Methodist Church will be hosting an event called
Smoking Out Starvation on Saturday, November 3, 2018, 4-6pm at the Jesup
Pavilion. Come join over a dozen local meat smoking artists in their attempt to end
starvation in a smoking competition. Just $10 lets you be the judge of this fine
smoking event. Yes, that means you get to try all of the food!! All proceeds of this first
annual event go to organizations that help feed the hungry: Independence Area Food
Pantry and Feed My Starving Children. Tickets are available from several members of
the United Methodist Church, as well as at the door.
Mental Health Workshop: The Presbyterian Church will be hosting a workshop about
how faith communities can respond to mental health needs. The workshop will be
Saturday, November 10, 9:30-3:30, at First Presbyterian Church in Jesup. The cost of
the workshop will be $10 and will include lunch.
Community Thanksgiving Service: The Jesup
Ministerium's annual Community Thanksgiving Service
will be held on Sunday, November 18, at 5:30pm at First
Presbyterian Church in Jesup. Father Jeff Dole from St.
Athanasius Church will be preaching. There will be a
potluck following the service. We encourage you to bring
donations of toilet paper for the Independence Food
Pantry and financial gifts for the Jesup Ministerium Fund.

Joe Beckman speaking at Jesup High School: On Monday, November 26, speaker
and human connector Joe Beckman will be doing presentations at Jesup High School
to talk about building connections and preventing suicide. He will give a talk at 6-7pm
for parents and the general public, all are invited and encouraged to attend. This
event is co-sponsored by Jesup High School and the Jesup Ministerium.
Jesup Ministerium Christmas Concert
Series: The Jesup Ministerium is hosting a
series of 3 concerts, filled with beautiful
Christmas music, the first three weekends in
December. "Ring In Christmas" will be
Sunday, Dec 2 at 1:30pm at Zion Jubilee
Lutheran Church, La Porte City, and will feature
music from hand bell choirs, chime choirs, and
vocal music groups. "Central Standard Time"
will be Saturday, Dec 8, at 6:30pm at First
United Methodist Church, Jesup, and will
feature acoustic folk music. "Saunders Vocal
Studios" will be Sunday, Dec 16 at 2:00pm at
American Lutheran Church, Jesup, and will
feature Dr. Jessica Saunders and her voice
students. At each of these three concerts, a
free will donation will be taken, which will be
split 50/50 between the musicians and the
Jesup Ministerium Fund, which is used to
provide assistance with rent, utilities, food, and
gas to those in the Jesup community. Join us
for one or all of these concerts this December!
One Year to Live Men’s Retreat, November 2 – November 4
Men of all ages are invited to an intensive spiritual retreat weekend at Camp Ewalu in
partnership with the Northeast Iowa Synod. Join other men for challenging adventures,
and fruitful discussions around camp. Registration cost: $200 by October 19th and $225
after. Please RSVP to camp@ewalu.org or call 563-933-4700. Contact Jim Rathe at
jlrtreat@gmail.com or call 319-231-5749 for questions.

Thanksgiving Offering: Our congregation's Thanksgiving Offering this year will be
going to 2018 Iowa Tornado Relief Fund, which is managed by Lutheran Services in
Iowa. This fund is going toward rebuilding the communities of Marshalltown, Pella,
and Bondurant after they were struck by tornadoes this past July. You may give to this
effort using the Thanksgiving envelope in your offering envelopes, or using a pew
offering envelope marked "Thanksgiving."

Noisy Offering: The Noisy Offering for the month of November will go to the Jesup
Ministerium Fund, which is used to provide assistance with rent, utilities, food, and gas
to those in the Jesup Community.
Addresses for college students: We would like to put together care packages for our
college students when they near the end of their fall semester. If you know of a
college student who is connected to American Lutheran Church, please send their
current address and date of their finals week to Pastor Kristen at
pastor@americanlutheranjesup.org.
National Donor Sabbath: Nov 9-11 is National Donor Sabbath, an event that engages
all faith traditions in America to learn more about the ongoing need for organ, eye, and
tissue donation. Right now, 115,000 people are waiting for a lifesaving organ
transplant. All major religions support organ, eye, and tissue donation as a final act of
compassion and generosity. If you would like to learn more, or to register as an organ
donor, go to www.donatelife.net.
Independence Food Pantry is in Need of Donations: The independence food pantry
is in need of toilet paper. Your donation would be greatly appreciated and can be left in
the back of the sanctuary though the end of December.
Fellowship Hosts
Fellowship hosts are needed for November. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall.
Christmas Gifts for Bremwood Lutheran Home: For the past few years, we have
purchased Christmas gifts for the youth at Bremwood Lutheran Home in
Waverly. Bremwood is a group foster care setting that gives troubled youth a safe
place to live while they receive therapy, education, and spiritual support as they work
through trauma and other difficulties they have had in their lives. The gifts will be
listed on tags hanging on the Christmas tree in the back of the Sanctuary beginning
November 18. Please return all gifts to ALC on or before Sunday, December 16.

Notes from Worship and Music
Praise team practice
Nov 14 practice 7pm
Nov 18 Contemporary Worship
Chime Choir
Nov 28 practice 6:00-6:30 at Jubilee
Dec 2 Chime Concert 1:30 at Zion Jubilee, cookie reception.
Dec 9 Chime choir plays at ALC at 9 AM
No practice in January.

Sunday School Christmas Program
Dec 9 practice 8:30 AM
Dec 9 play 9 AM ALC Children's Christmas Program **Youth are welcome to provide
prelude music. Please contact bergmansa@hotmail.com.
Brandon Choir Performance: Katie Olson Stalheim and the Brandon Choir will be at
ALC December 23 to sing Christmas music. They will start prelude music at
8:45. Please come early to enjoy this group who graciously share themselves with our
congregation.
Wartburg vocal men's group coming this winter 2019!!! Invite family and friends for this
wonderful opportunity.
We are looking for special music on Christmas Eve at both the 4:30 and 7 PM
services. Maybe a family member will be home and willing? Please contact Shirley
Bergman or the church office.
Know anyone who could offer the gift of special music sometime? Contact Shirley
Bergman at bergmansa@hotmail.com or call 319- 239-0031 to discuss options!

Dakota Putnam
Tom Soppe
Tricia George
Susan Crow
Harold Clayton I
Robert Clayton II
Paula Clayton
Mitchell McMartin
Dakoda Wolf
David Ruckdaschel
Greg Sondag
Kristi Clayton
Chris Jacobsen
Lainey Bahe
Harrison Bistline
Brian Jones
Hunter Weber

11/1
11/1
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/8
11/8
11/9
11/9
11/11
11/12
11/12
11/14

Baptisms

Joel Zummak
Nikki Elenz
Dana Tolle
Brock Collins
Marci Dahl
Corbin Frush
Owen Thompson
Austin Ohl
Dorothy Thompson
Greenley Brower
Jacob Leach
Kala Fox
Randy Frush
Cindy Gosse
Gene Anhalt
Owen Riggs

11/14
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24

Charlie Rod
Kenny Schares
Ryder Hansel
Dannette Mcatee
Adam Soppe
Amber Haack
Scott Shaffer
Jennifer Swanson
Denny Becker
Alicia Collett
Chris Collett
Jeffery Conner
Tina Bagenstos
Thomas Jones
Beth Stanek
Brett Shaffer

11/24
11/24
11/25
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/28
11/28
11/28
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/29
11/30

Birthdays
Robert Clayton I
Amanda Ruehs
Peggy Shaffer
Adam Soppe
Steve Bigwood
Dannette Mcatee
Wyatt Thompson
Amy Schares
Heather Anderson
Nick Morrissey
Dakoda Wolf
Brian Hayek
Sue Hoey
Tessa Clayton
Wayne Venem
Gene Anhalt
Alexis Smith
Cody Clayton
LaVon Lux
Bud Marsh
Kenny Schares

11/1
11/2
11/2
11/2
11/5
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/7
11/9
11/9
11/10
11/10
11/12
11/12
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/16

Katie Stalheim
Roger Collins
Tyler Ohl
Heath Wyant
Skylar Blad
Steve Pederson
Connie Jones
Marilyn Peterson
Chad Frahm
Ryan Wilson
Barb Hayek
Brandy Furler
Cody Haack
Denny Becker
J R Yonkovic Jr.
Brett Waring
Brad Schmit
Kelsey Schares
Teresa Wust

Wedding Anniversaries
Mike & Amy Schares
Greg & Crystal Lysne
Ryan & Katherine Even
Michael & Tricia George
Linda & Gayle Sondag Sondag

11/3/2007
11/6/2010
11/14/2009
11/22/2008
11/29/1980

11
8
9
10
38

11/17
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/30
11/30

