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1. One of the book's main themes is how quickly fear can turn to mass mistrust and break down the social order. Have you ever encountered an experience in your own life where a single incident changed people's perceptions of one another?
2. Detective Jimmy Vega is torn by his duties as a police officer and his loyalties to the woman he loves. How do you feel about the choices he makes throughout the book? Do his choices make you like him more? Or less?
3. One of the main characters in the novel is Wil Martinez, a 19-year-old DACA recipient who came to the United States at age six and lives in constant fear of losing his DACA and being deported. Do you think DACA recipients like Wil should be able to keep their DACA status? Do you think they should be able to transition to citizenship? 
4. After Catherine Archer goes missing from La Casa, the police quickly zero in on the community center's immigrants as suspects. Do you think they narrowed their focus too quickly? What are some of the pressures the police face today?
5. Max Zimmerman, a Holocaust survivor, likens some of his own experiences as an immigrant to what Wil is going through. Do you feel this is a fair comparison?
6. One of the plot strands concerns Jimmy's daughter Joy and her excitement at being singled out for research projects by her professor. What do you think about this part of the story as it relates to the current concerns about young women being vulnerable to male power and authority? 
7. As the conflicts between whites and Hispanics intensify over the course of the novel, so too, do the conflicts between Jimmy and Adele. Do you think each handles the other's concerns fairly?
8. County Supervisor Mike Carp tells Vega that not all truths are facts and not all facts are truth. He gives the example of two musicians playing the same notes but playing them completely differently. How do you feel about this analogy? Are truth and facts the same? Do you think they're represented as the same in our world today?
9. Did this book change the way you feel about undocumented immigrants or our nation’s current immigration laws? 
10. Do you feel the author presented a balanced view of both immigrants and native-born Americans?
