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Our next meeting 

will be held  

Thursday,  

January 6, 2022 at 

7:00pm at the HB 

Marine Group 

Training Facility,  

4340 Calienta St., 

doors open at 

6:45pm. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The purpose of 

this organization is 

to unite the  

property owners of 

Hernando Beach 

for Civic purposes 

that lead to  

improved  

quality of life. 

 
 

Don’t miss out on an 

email from HBPOA, add 

HBPOA34607@gmail.com 

as a contact. 

Hernando Beach  

Property Owners  

Association  

Newsletter 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY BILL ROBERTS 

 
Happy Holiday greetings to you.  First, I’d like to thank our hospitality 
committee and members whose thoughtful and creative ideas produced a 
fantastic event.   The HBPOA Annual Christmas Party was a success ac-
cording to the participants I spoke with.  A special thank you to our local 
Hernando Beach business who donated so much to help create the in-
credible door prizes – please support your local beach businesses.  The 
opportunity to have an evening out with live music is not unusual around 
Hernando Beach but what made it special to me was the opportunity to 
meet you and introduce myself.    I spoke to many and asked everyone to 
come to our membership meeting on January 6, 2022.   
 
Second, the HBPOA is a 501(c)(4), nonprofit organization run by volun-
teers who have a desire to be involved, meet their neighbors and serve 
their community.   I am deeply appreciative for the volunteers serving on 
the HBPOA Board however, it’s our members who make up the commit-
tees that get things done by sharing updates on local events of interest, 
pitching in on landscaping at the Triangle and Dolphin, hosting game day 
or a ladies group breakfast or lunch.   
 
To kick off the new year it’s always good to see what was achieved in the 
last and build on that.  This list is by no means all inclusive.  Many mem-
bers work under the radar, but their contributions significantly help the 
HBPOA, membership and community at large. 
 
• The HBPOA listened to our County Policymakers deliberations and 

decisions and spread the word to keep the community up to date with 
regular, informative articles in the Beachcomber.   

• Provided community support for membership on zoning change re-
quest.  

• Created a membership driven Bylaws Committee to review bylaws; 

(Continued on page 3) 

By:  Karen Eichler 
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The Oakland Team was just named one of America’s Best on Real Trends & Tom Ferry’s  

best list of Real Estate Professionals! Go team!  
 

We would be honored to work for you and give you the expertise and  
service our team offers.   

 

The Oakland Team of Re/Max Alliance Group are residents of Hernando Beach &  
Former Marine Deputy Brad Oakland knows our waters well.   

We have worked & lived here since 1997. 
 

We can help with getting your home ready to sell and help you find a new home… 
so please contact us for "Results that Move You"... 

http://www.HernandoBeachWaterfrontHomes.com
mailto:TheOaklandTeam@gmail.com
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The Beachcomber 
Published by Hernando Beach Property Owners Association 

 
Deadline for ads, articles, and news:   
January 10th for publication in our  

February Issue.  
 

Yearly advertising prices:   
Black & White: 
1/4 page - $190 

1/2 page - $335 - best buy 
full size - $650 

 
Color: 

1/4 page - $352 
1/2 page - $700 
full size - $1400 

 
Interested in advertising with the  

Beachcomber and reaching hundreds of  
Hernando Beach Residents  

please e-mail or call: 
 

Jennifer Brown, Editor  (352)678-1795  
HBPOABeachcomber@gmail.com 

prepared the update to follow 
state statutes.  As a result, HBPOA by-
laws reflect current non-profit best practic-
es.  

• Formed a Membership Committee in com-
pliance with the new bylaws. 

• Adopted HBPOA Code of Conduct and 
Confidentiality Policy (Ethics Policy). 

• Implemented an online membership appli-
cation process to make it easier to join. 

• Hosted speakers from government and 
business organizations that are integral to 
Hernando Beach as a seaside community 
such as: 

• John Allocco, Chairman of Board of 
County Commissioners, 

• John A. H. Burnett, Hernando 
County Public Works, 

• REACH (Restoring Ecosystems 
and Coastal Habitat), 

• Bill Gladson, Fifth Judicial Circuit 
State Attorney, 

• John Minton, Southwest Florida 
Water Management District, 

• Hernando County Port Authority, 
• George Southworth, Fortress 

Screens, 
• United Citizens Hernando Beach 

guest speaker on Preserve the 
Preserve. 

• Ensured HBPOA board attendance at 
Hernando County Planning and Zoning 
and BOCC meetings with a Hernando 
Beach agenda item.   

• Hosted Life South Blood Bank for two 
Blood Drives. 

• Hospitality Committee began a monthly 
"Ladies Breakfast Group" with more than 
41 signing up to participate. 

• Hospitality began a Tuesday "Game Day" 
with ladies rotating homes and playing a 
game of choice while getting to know one 
another. 

• Hosted a "New Members Social" at the 
Captain's House so new members could 
meet the Board and Hospitality members. 

• Assisted purchase, repair and renewal of 
Hernando Beach Christmas Decorations 
for South, Central and North Hernando 

(Continued from page 1) 

Beach. 
• Improved safety and lighting at the Trian-

gle Park. 
• Dolphin Fountain on Osowaw Drive was 

repaired and now functioning. 
• Sponsored a HB photo contest “Hernando 

Beach Life” photos are included in the an-
nual HBPOA calendar.   We have a limited 
number of calendars left.  Please contact 
Jen at HBPOA34607@gmail.com to buy 
one, two or more! 

 
That my friends, is the short list.  In the 
months ahead, we’ll be generating new ideas 
and programs to keep your interest on issues 
important to our community for 2022.  At the 
end of the year, we’ll take a look and see how 
we did.   2022 will be a challenge and an op-
portunity.  You’ve paid your membership, 
that’s only half, the other half is to show up 
and participate.  I look forward to your partici-
pation, ideas and energy in the HBPOA. 
 

Bill Roberts, 
HBPOA President 
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Hernando Beach Property Owners Association 
P. O. Box 3198, Spring Hill, FL  34611-3198 

 
 
 

2022 Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairperson 
 

                                                                                                                         Governmental Affairs Committee -  
                                                                                                                          Landscaping Committee - Bill Roberts 
                                                                                                                          Membership Committee - Patty Roberts 
                                                                                                                          Hospitality Committee - Judith Hughes 
                                                                                                                          Beachcomber - Jen Brown - (352)678-1795 

 

Board Meetings held the Monday before the Membership Meeting. 

President:  Bill Roberts - (540)419-5871 
Vice President:                                                                          
Secretary:                                                                                        
Treasurer:  Jen Brown - (352)678-1795 
Director:  Dave Skinner - (901)487-8796 
Director:  Scott Fitzgerald - (781)608-5341  
Director:  Jim Fournier 
Director:  Bobbi Caccamisi - (901)486-0352 
Director:  David Sarkis - (815)575-2981 

HERNANDO BEACH PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
2022 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM 

 

HBPOA meetings are held the 1st Thursday of every month.   
Meetings are held at the Coast Guard Station on Calienta St, the doors open at 6:45pm and meetings start at 7pm. 

 

Dues are $35.00 annually and include the Beachcomber Newsletter mailed to you.   
Annual dues are due by January 1st every year and are NOT prorated. 

Members who join in November or December are considered paid up as members for the following year. 
 

New Member                 Renewal from 2021                                         Prefer to receive the Beachcomber by email 
 

1) Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone number _________________________Email ____________________________________________________ 
 

2) Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone number _________________________Email ____________________________________________________ 
 

I would like to help with __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hernando Beach Property Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 
Eligible members are the property owner(s) listed on the property deed, as owner(s) of record on file with the Hernando County  
Property Appraiser's office, as owners named on the purchase agreement if the deed has not yet been recorded, individuals named in 
trust agreements that have present legal ownership of that property and the spouses of such property owners whether or not listed on 
property deeds and records. (Section 3.3 of the HBPOA Bylaws) 
 

If paying online please complete the online application with method of payment through our website at www.hernandobeachpoa.com. 
 

Make Check payable to HBPOA and mail with application/renewal to: 
HBPOA, PO Box 3198, Spring Hill, FL  34611-3198 
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS!    
 
The Hospitality Team is looking for new members for 
2022.  If you are outgoing, personable, interested in 
bringing people together, have a knack for being cre-
ative, can think out of the box, and are warm and en-
gaging, then this is the team for you.   
 
At HPBOA meetings, the Hospitality Team is respon-
sible for meeting and greeting members and guests, 
checking in those members and guests, and running 
the 50/50.  Outside of these monthly meetings, the 
Team puts together social events, bringing members 
together in different ways.  In the past, these events 
have included New Member Socials, The Ladies 
Group, and the Christmas Dinner.  If you are interest-
ed, please contact Judy Hughes at tropiju-
dy@gmail.com. 
 
Please consider coming to the first HBPOA meeting 
of 2022 on Jan. 6 @ 7pm, at the Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry Building to see Hospitality at work. The first Hospi-
tality Team meeting will be scheduled for Janu-
ary.  Once we are notified of your interest, we will 
send out an email of the date.  Our goal for this meet-
ing will be to set up a tentative calendar of events for 
the year. We are so excited to add you to our group 
and create memorable events that will encourage 
even more new members to join and become in-

volved in the Association. 
 
~ Judy Hughes 
Chairperson, Hospitality 
 
 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
 
Hello Hernando Beach 
 
Here we are beginning a New Year, 2022.  January is 
always a time for us to take down our Holiday Deco-
rations and welcome the New Year with a hopeful 
spirit.    Some of us spend New Year’s Day taking 
down the tree and holiday decorations, some of us 
are just in “rest” mode.  Whatever your preference, a 
new year brings many thoughts of the future.   
 
Reflecting on December 2021, your Hospitality Team 
worked like busy elves preparing the HBPOA Christ-
mas Party.  And, I must say, from my perspective it 
was a success.  Brian and his staff were wonder-
ful.  The wait staff floated through the crowd and we 
barely knew they were there and they were very effi-
cient.  Stan Prinston, entertainer extraordinaire,  pro-
vided our music for the evening and he even told us a 
story about his TV appearance.   Thank you!  

(Continued on page 7) 

mailto:tropijudy@gmail.com
mailto:tropijudy@gmail.com


7 

We welcome Mr. Bill Roberts as our HBPOA 
President for 2022. 
 
Your Hospitality Team has had an active 
2021.  As a new team, we had to get our bear-
ings and figure out our place in HBPOA.  It has 
been one year and we are off and running in 
smooth fashion.   We will be meeting in January 
to create a calendar of events for 2022.  We 
hope to bring some more “Off The Beach” op-
portunities for your consideration.  There are 
many interesting places to see within 50 miles 
of Hernando Beach.  We are so fortunate to live 
in a quiet beach community but within easy 

reach of  cities full of museums, restaurants, 
theaters, and even wineries.  Reach out to your 
greeters at HBPOA meetings with your ide-
as.  We welcome them.   
 
February will be here before we know it and it is 
typically the month to express love.  You have 
plenty of time to think about it.. 
 
Until February… 
 
~ Judy Hughes 
Chairperson, Hospitality 

(Continued from page 6) 

HBPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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HBPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Hernando Beach Residents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Hernando Beach Marina is an all inclusive FULL SERVICE  
marina with mechanical/boat  maintenance, ship store,  

boat rentals and bottom painting.   
We have the most reliable High/Dry   with two forklifts and  

Wet Slips available for rent and transients. 
 

You’ll feel confident in storing your boat in our  
safe gated yard. 

 
• Protection against the elements 

• Secure gated facility 
• Access to work/wash racks 

• Unlimited launches 
• Dockhand assistance 

• Dual Forklifts for faster and more convenient service 
• Certified mechanics on site 

• Ship Store 

 
Restaurant on premises.   

Stop by for lunch or dinner at the Tropical Grill 
 

www.hernandobeachmarinas.com 
Email:  hernandobeachmarina@yahoo.com 

 
4139 Shoal Line Blvd, Hernando Beach, FL  34607 

Phone:  352-596-2952 
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3317 SHOAL LINE BLVD. 
HERNANDO BEACH, FL  34607 

VOICE (352)683-6266 
FAX (352)686-1321 

TOLL FREE (888)559-6266 
 

WE KNOW WATERFRONT PROPERTY  
AND IT’S UNIQUE INSURANCE NEEDS! 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
By:  Marlies Blackford 
 
HERNANDO BEACH PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSO-
CIATION (HBPOA) would like to extend a very warm 
Thank You to all the Hernando Beach businesses that 
donated items to our Christmas Dinner Door Prize 
raffle. We would like to recognize the following do-
nors: 

A Classic Touch Hair Salon 
The Beach Bar 
The Beauty Loft 
Boat To Table 
Brian’s Place  

The Drunken Mullet  
Hernando Beach Marina 

Lazy Lizard  
Matoli’s Pizza 

Miracle Nutritional Products 
On The Beach Designs 
Silver Dolphin Gift Shop 

Sunset Grill 
Tropic Shores Real Estate 

Tropical Grille  
Tropical Trader 

Weaver Group Real Estate 
and Members of the Hospitality Team 

 

Without all of YOU, we would not have been nearly as 
successful. We were able to put together beautifully 
loaded gift bags pairing donations together. Small 
businesses are the backbone of our society and each 
business plays a vital role in our Hernando Beach 
community. Thank you.  
 
Also, please be sure to think of Cupcake Heaven, in 
Spring Hill, should you need any goodies for festivi-
ties or just a treat. We worked with them to provide 
the desserts for the dinner.  
 

HERNANDO COUNTY 
 
By:  Mike Fulford 
 
Hernando County Legislative Delegation Meeting, 6 
Dec 21.  For background, each year principally the 
County Administrator, the Mayor of Brooksville and 
our Sheriff provide their priorities and financial re-
quests in a public forum to our Legislative Delega-
tion.  The Delegation is made up of Rep Massullo, 
Rep Ingoglia, and Senator Simpson.  Senator Simp-
son was unavailable due to a conflict in sched-
ule.  Attached below are some highlights.   
 
As it relates to our Hernando County Community: 
 

(Continued on page 12) 



12 

(1) Local Bill introduced and passed today to ap-
point the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
as The Hernando County Port Authority.  If you re-
call at the beginning of this calendar year, activities 
for the Port Authority were suspended by the 
BOCC as a citizens committee, and the Waterways 
Advisory Committee was established in lieu off. 
(2) Hernando County endorsed and applauded the 
legislative act to establish a new Aquatic Protection 
Zone for Pasco, Hernando and Citrus Coun-
ties.   The County is working with the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection to establish 
policies and rules as it relates to this zone. 
(3) Hernando County endorsed and applauded the 
legislative act to establish the Springs Protection 
zone on the Weeki Wachee River.  The Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission is in the process of creat-
ing policies and rules as it relates to this zone. 
(4) Hernando County supports Senate Bill S224 to 
limit public smoking in parks and beaches. 
(5) Hernando County support a budget request by 
Citrus County to construct a Juvenile Mental Health 
Facility in Citrus.  Hernando County intends to part-
ner with Citrus in order to provide services locally to 

Hernando.   
 
The following budget requests were made by Her-
nando County to the Delegation: 
 
(1) Roadways in the Airport Industrial Park.  A re-
quest for $2.9 M was made to support the opera-
tions and maintenance account as well as to fund 
future roads to support the expansion of the indus-
trial park within the limits of the current property 
boundaries. 
(2)  The airport currently has three runways.  One 
runway is in total disrepair.  A request for $2M was 
made to upgrade the runway to support mainte-
nance activities for commercial aircraft repair and 
disassembly, projected for the airport. 
(3) Critical services to support and increase the fuel 
storage capacity at the airport in case of a natural 
disaster in order to fuel first responder vehicles.  A 
request for $980K was made. 
 
All requests will be considered by the Florida Legis-
lature and prioritized state wide for potential fund-
ing.  A full transcript will be provided by Hernando 
County Government sometime in the near future.   

(Continued from page 11) 

HBPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Visit Our Booth # H-12 at the 
Tampa Boat Show, Sept. 10-12 

for Boat Show Specials. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Raise and lower in seconds 

• Keep your boat clean 

• Prevent Sun Damage, Weathering & Theft 

• 5 Year limited warranty 

 
10% off any docking purchase  

with the mention of The Beachcomber. 
One discount honored per purchase. 
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3436 SHOAL LINE BLVD., HERNANDO BEACH, FL  
Team@WeaverGroupOffice.com 

352.592.7576 

 

In spite of       , we were blessed to have been able 

to help so many of our        sell their        and get     

        and so many new neighbors        their 

new       .  Buyers want to come        and       where 

they can        with the            and        or go       

or        . 
 

Our Team        would be happy to tell you how 

much        your piece of paradise        is worth and 

find the right                        to hand over your        to. 
 

So, kick off your        and give us a        today.  
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DECEMBER FISHING REPORT  
 

December is the last month to get your gag grouper. 
The last day to harvest is December 31st. The gag 
grouper bite is steady right now. Frozen threadfins, 
pin fish and pig fish are producing some big grouper. 
Mangrove snapper bite is also strong in 20+ feet of 
water. Cut threadfins or shrimp is the way to go. 
  
Inshore, the trout bite is getting good in 1-2 feet of 
water on hard bottom. Soft plastic flukes or mirro lur-
es, 17MR or the XL size in 808 color is deadly on 
trout. Redfish are on hard bottom and inside of creek 
mouths. Use live pin fish or shrimp for bait. – Captain 
Josh Fritz 
 

 
Capt. Joshua Fritz is a Native Floridian 
fishing the local waters of the Gulf Of Mexi-
co, Capt. Josh is a 25 ton licensed and 
fully insured guide. Capt. Josh knows 
these waters inside and out with over 25 
years of boating knowledge. Capt. Josh is 
very well know in the fishing world and is 

professional and friendly, come aboard with Capt. Josh and 
lets catch some fish.   
www.chasentailsfishingcharters.com 
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RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS  

Wildlife  

Fish & Wildlife Conservation (FWC) 
Law Enforcement  

(813)558-5050 
x 7 

FWC Florida Wildlife - General  (863)648-3200 

Manatee hotline (FWC) (941)255-7403  

Sawfish Sightings (FWC) (941)255-7403 

Sea turtle rescue (FWC) (863)648-3200 

Reptiles and Exotics Rescue  (352)403-4255 

Wildlife Rescue – Owl’s Nest  
Sanctuary  

(813)598-5926 

Wildlife Rescue HB Area  (813)598-5926 

Horseshoe Crab Sightings (866)252-9326 

Pets  

Hernando County Animal Services  (352)796-5062 

Humane Society of Nature Coast (352)796-2711 

SPCA Hernando County  (352)596-7000  

Dogs – Report Illegal Dog Fighting  (800)780-8477 
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HERNANDO BEACH  
NEIGHBOR FOCUS 

1st edition 
 
Judith Hughes (aka Jude, Judy, Judithann) is my 
name.  I was born in Middletown, New York. It was 
a town where the fire whistle blew each noon and 
playing outside  was more common than today’s 
“Tech Play.”  Catskills in the summers were an en-
ticing place to vacation/camp/or just get away from 
the city heat in the summer.  You might remember 
“Woodstock” in 1969. Woodstock was held in Beth-
el, NY on Max Yasgur’s 600 acre  dairy farm.  It 
was  just about 40 minutes from my home.  Being a 
new mom, Woodstock was out of the picture but I 
knew an undercover narcotics investigator who was 
assigned to Woodstock and he had stories. 
 

1975 brought the family to Florida.  Three children, 
a cat, a parakeet, and a great dane landed us  in 
Satellite Beach.  From there it was the Cape Coral/
Ft. Myers area and finally we settled in Hernando 
County where we began a successful family busi-
ness.  Hernando Beach  has been home since 
1991.  We were a foster family always having six 
children and their friends in the home.  I still keep in 
touch with a few of our fosters who are now parents 

and grandparents.  Oh my, how time flies.  From 
here we  watched our three  children grow, gradu-
ate, continue to college, and then fly off on their 
own.  Now six great grandkids call me G’mom..   
 

I have had the experience to travel both domesti-
cally and internationally.  Costa Rica, England, 
Australia (2 months) Eastern Europe 5 weeks
(Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, Czech Republic) and 
yes even visited Auschwitz, a sobering and yet  ed-
ucational experience.  All my travels have been of 
the independent nature..no tours, but there were 
occasional cruises.  Motorcycling through our gor-
geous USA and the Caribbean was a highlight of 
my life..   If you have not taken the opportunity to 
travel, please do.   Hernando Beach lends itself to 
water sports.  Sailing was our preference.   Covid 
has definitely altered the way we navigate our lives.  
Socializing  and day trips with friends, and some-
times just enjoying our beautiful Hernando Beach 
community fill my life.  We do have the best sunris-
es and sunsets. 
 
Fast forward to today.  Because I was very busy 
with business and then travel, during my years in 
Hernando Beach I never took the opportunity to get 

(Continued on page 20) 
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to know my neighbors.  In 2019 I decided to change 
that  path.  HBPOA has been instrumental in get-
ting to know the wonderful folks who live on the 
beach..  If you join HBPOA, this will happen to you 
as well.  Stop and say hello at the check in desk.   I 
now hand this off to the next person who will write a 
little something about themselves in the February 
Beachcomber...who will it be? 

(Continued from page 18) 

HBPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

To be included in 

next month’s  

calendar please  

e-mail your events 

to: 

to Jennifer Brown 

mjajbrown@ 

tampabay.rr.com 

By 01/10/2022. 

    1 

New Year’s Day 

2 3 4 5 6 

HBPOA  

Membership  

Meeting 

7pm 

7 8 

9 10 

Beachcomber  

Deadline 

11 12 

HB Crime Watch 

Meeting 

13 14 15 

16 17 

US Coast Guard  

Auxiliary Meeting 

7pm 

 

MLK Jr. Day 

18 19 

Waterways Advisory 

Committee 6pm 

20 21 22 

23 
 
 

Gun &  
Knife Show 

30 

24 
 
 
 
 

31 

25 26 27 28 29 

Gun & Knife Show 
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 Email:  Gail@LyonsLawGroup.com  

REEF BALLS 
 
By:  Mike Fulford 
 
Doing good and volunteering is alive and well 
in Hernando County! Got to spend time with 
some up... and coming young volunteers who 
are part of the local SCUBAnauts Chapter. To-
day at our Hernando County Marine Facility 
here in Hernando Beach we build concrete reef 
balls that ultimately will be placed off-shore to 
create aquatic habitat for our local fisheries. If 
you recall a couple of years ago the Port Au-
thority facilitated the sinking of the "Ghost 
Ship" at the Bendickson Reef Complex. 
 
The mission of SCUBAnauts International is to 
educate teens in the marine sciences, enabling 
them to make a positive impact on the environ-
ment and empowering them to become tomor-
row’s leaders. 
 
All work was performed by volunteers and the 
concrete was donated by a local concrete com-

(Continued on page 23) 

mailto:Gail@lyonslawgroup.com
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HERNANDO BEACH 
PROPERTY OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
THURSDAY 

JANUARY 6TH, 7PM 
HB COAST GUARD  

AUXILIARY 

pany, so no Hernando County Tax dollars were spend for the worthy event. Mr Kolasa, our Wa-
terways Manager organized the event and his son conducted a fund raiser a couple of years 
ago to pay for the concrete molds.  
 
A big shout out to our local volunteers that are doing good and being good stewards of our en-
vironment! 

(Continued from page 22) 



24 

DISTRICT MAKES MAJOR LAND  
PURCHASE IN THE  

WEEKIWACHEE PRESERVE 
 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District's 
(District) Governing Board approved the purchase of 
the Southworth Tract, a 589-acre parcel of land locat-
ed within the Weekiwachee Preserve. 

This important property purchase will allow the District 
to substantially complete the Weekiwachee Preserve 
Project by connecting seven District-owned parcels. 
This acquisition meets all four of the District’s Areas 
of Responsibility, which are water supply, water quali-
ty, flood control and natural systems. In addition, the 
project is consistent with the Governor’s direction for 
protecting Florida’s springs, waterbodies and natural 
systems. 

“This is a significant acquisition that will not only con-
serve 589 acres of land in the Weeki Wachee Spring-
shed but will also help protect and maintain good wa-
ter quality across the nearshore coastal waters of the 
Springs Coast, which is home to one of the largest 
seagrass habitats in the world,” said Brian Armstrong, 
the District’s executive director. 

“This property purchase is part of the long-term, over-

all conservation picture of Florida,” said John Mitten, 
District Governing Board member. “The opportunity to 
link this property with the others we already manage 
fits the strategy and is the missing piece in the puz-
zle.” 

In 1991, the District’s Governing Board approved a 
plan to acquire and preserve approximately 24,445 
acres along the coastal region of Hernando County, 
designated as the Weekiwachee Preserve Project. To 
date almost 13,000 acres have been acquired by the 
District within the project. The project was initiated to 
specifically protect estuarine marshes and lowlands; 
preserve and/or restore natural ecosystems and their 
functions; maintain and/or improve water quality; im-
prove water conveyance; protect habitats and associ-
ated wildlife resources; prevent encroachment onto 
the floodplain; and preserve the aesthetic value of the 
lands within the project. 

The Southworth Tract acquisition supports the Dis-
trict’s mission to protect water resources and mini-
mize flood risks as well as provides the following ben-
efits: 

• Completes the conservation and protection of the 
Indian Creek watershed, which is an important 
local source of fresh water to the coastal estuary. 

(Continued on page 25) 



25 

• The majority of the property falls within a springs 
protection area. 

• Provides enhanced protection of natural systems, 
including a spring, tidal creeks, and forested wet-
lands in the area. 

• Supports protection and maintenance of water 
quality across the nearshore coastal waters, 
which includes one of the largest seagrass habi-
tats in the world. 

 
The Southworth Tract is located within the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor identified within the Nature Coast 
Critical Linkages. The purchase supports the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor Act, which was passed by the Florida 
Legislature last session and signed by the Governor 
in July. This acquisition helps protect portions of the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor in southwestern Hernando 
County and provides important wildlife habitat. 

“This is a great purchase of a highly significant 
coastal wildlife corridor property,” stated Charles Lee, 
Director of Advocacy of Audubon Florida. “Because of 
its location just west of US 19 in a rapidly developing 
area of Hernando County, this tract was destined for 
development had the District not acted quickly. It is a 
great relief to know it will now be preserved.” 

The parcel is being purchased for approximately $4.6 
million with funds from the Florida Forever Trust 

Fund. Acquisition of the Southworth Tract is con-
sistent with the District’s Florida Forever Workplan, 
and the property has been identified in the workplan 
for acquisition since 1997. 

The Southworth Tract is located on the south side of 
Osowaw Boulevard at its intersection with Shoal Line 
Boulevard in Hernando County. 

HBPOA CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Hernando Beach, Rocky Creek, Little Pine I. Bay, Florida, January 2022 
28.4867° N, 82.6617° W 

JOHN O'BRIEN 
LAND CLEARING and NOXIOUS WEED REMOVAL 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
 
 

State Licensed Herbicide Applicator 

352-279-1509 
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POSTMASTER:  Dated material please deliver before December 27, 2021. 

Hernando Beach 
Property Owners Assoc. 
PO Box 3198 
Spring Hill, FL  34611-3198 
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