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DON'T QUIT Your

DAYDREAM

A new welcome center will operate on the ground floor of Hazleton Launch Box on West Broad Street. Penn State Hazleton
held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the center earller this year.

A WARM WELCOME

State grant will fund center to make downtown more inviting

BY SAM GALSKI
STAFF WRITER

They're rolling out the wel-
come wagon in downtown Hazle-

ton.

Downtown Hazleton Alliance
for Progress secured a $30,000
state grant for a welcome center

that will operate on the ground
floor of a former bingo hall that
reopened at 13-15 W. Broad St.
last fall as Hazleton LaunchBox
Supported by Pasco L. Schiavo,
Esaq.

The I.amﬁ:ﬂm
tional programming,

enmepreneurs

Although LaunchBox occu-
pies the majority of the first
floor, the alliance reserved about
600 square feet at the front for
retail space that will also func-
tion as the welcome center, said
Krista Schneider, executive
director for the downtown alli-
ance.

Five years ago, a survey that
community stakeholders con-

ducted as part of a strategic plan
revealed that the downtown was

technical
assistance, co-working space
and other resources to aspiring

unwelcoming to strangers,
lacked an ability to show com-
munity pride, was unfriendly
and poorly promoted and mar-
keted, Schneider said.

The center is part of a broad-
er initiative designed to reverse
those perceptions, bolster the
image of the community and
create an identify for the down-
town as a destination for busi-

ness growth, she said.
“This new brand, which (the

alliance) will soon be launching
as ‘Downtown Hazleton on the
Rise’ is designed to convey new
attitude that embraces diversity,
art, and culture, and encourages
education, entrepreneurship,
and innovation, and celebrates
Hazleton’'s immigrant and
industrial/blue-collar heritage,”
Schneider said in an email,

The welcome center will be
called “The HUB,"” and promote
the alliance's vision for the
downtown by developing new
marketing materials for busi-
ness recruitment, promoting
existing businesses and higher
educational institutions, as well
as entrepreneurship opportuni-

ties, special events, cultural
attractions and other opportuni-
ties for engaging the community,
she said.

When established, the wel-
come center will double as “pop-
up"” storefront space where start-
up food and retail businesses,
artists and local authors can sell
their products and showcase
their creative work through spe-
cial events such as First Friday,
Schneider said.

The alliance was the lone

Luzerne County organization
that secured a share of 8.5 mil-

lion in Keystone Communities
grants that were announced by
Gov. Tom Wolf in December

The state Department of Com-
munity and Economic Develop-
ment administers the grants,
which are designed to support
local initiatives that “grow and
stabilize neighborhoods and
communities, foster effective
public-private partnerships, and
enhance the overall quality of
life for residents,” according to
the governor’s office.

The welcoming center will be
the go-to place for events orga-

nized by the alliance and Great-

er Hazleton Chamber ﬂf Com-

merce, such as the community-

wide clean up in the p-v“".
programming offered at Launch-
Box, and local functions and
tours, Chamber President Mary
Malone said.

Both nonprofit organizations
are considering possibilities for
staffing the welcome center,
Malone said.

Next steps

The alliance will soon survey
businesses and customers and
host a series of meetings with
community stakeholders and
parimer organizati lons about its
mar hvt1m, and business
recruitment initiative, Schnei-
der said.

Anyone interested in more
information about the upcoming
initiatives, the LaunchBox, wel-
come center or “pop-up” retail

opportunities can contact
Schneider at 570-455-1509, ext.
109, or kschneider@downtown-
hazleton.org.

Contact the writer: sgalski@stan
dardspeaker.com; 570-501-3586
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| Ken Okrepkie of Ben Franklin Technology Partners, right, talks with high school students taking a summer class on entrepreneurship
through Penn State Hazleton. The class meets at the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce and helps students develop ideas for
starting businesses.

Business pitch
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Local students enter final week of PSU Hazleton course™

BY KENT JACKSON ¢ 2 can-sized composting bin, students
B T Is therci a way to tﬁsr all' thos.e ::,zs.s:fmptzons. It’s F R o e —
HAZLETON — Composting left- one thmg to say, I believe it.” It’s another t0  taples throughout a conference
over food into fertilizer takes three sav. “I proved it.”’ room of the Greater Hazleton
%o six months, long enough to dis- VA i Chamber of Commerce were talk-
Courage gardeners, so why not Ken Okrepkie ing about other ideas.
‘Speed up the process? Jessiea Ben Frankiin Technoiogy Partners manager The students from local high
Zheng wondered. schools are entering the final week

By shredding waste, adding when making her business pitch.  Franklin Technology Partners. of a six-week course offered by
water and keeping an optimal tem-  “Is there a way to test all those “It's one thing to say. ‘I believe it.” Penn State Hazleton.
perature with solar heating, com- assumptions?” asked Ken Okrep- [t's another to say; ‘I proved it.” In a preview of what Penn State
post should be ready in a week, kie, who funds and supports new  As Okrepkie and Zheng dis-
Zheng, a high school student, said businesses as a manager at Ben cussed specifics of creating a trash Please see COURSE, Page All
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Former Vice President Joe Biden speaks during a town
hall at the Plumbers & Steamfitters Local No. 33 in
Des Moines, lowa, on Thursday. Biden ralsed eyebrows
on Thursday during his speech when he said that “poor
kids are just as bright and just as talented as white
kids,” an apparent gaffe for a Democratic presidential
candidate whose record on race has come under
intense scrutiny during the primary.

than 20 Democratic presiden-
tial candidates who have
descended on — or soon plan
to arrive at — the Iowa State

Fair in Des Moines. Atten-
dance is all but mandatory,
given that Iowa will be the
first state to vote in 2020.
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a different approach to
amending the ordinance.

“Maybe we could've creat-
ed a new section that
includes just the fine that
they are focusing on,” Cusat
said.
No matter how high fines
are set, enforcement is diffi-
cult, the mayor said.

“We all know that double
parking is a serious issue,”
Cusat said. “However, by the
time someone calls it in and
the police respond to it, the vio-
lator is gone. It's not the mone-
tary value. It's the challenge of
catching them inthe act.”

Cusat said he appreciates
council taking the initiative
to addressing the nrahlem

would impact law abiding
residents.

“It's all about balance
when you do this,” Speziale
said. “If double parking is an
issue in certain areas, I
understand that. But, what
happens to the person who
has never ever double parked
and gets slammed with a $200
ticket and is a resident here
for 70 years? I don’t know if
that's a real balance.”

Strict enforcement could
be an alternative, the chief
said.

“If you use strict enforce-
ment on double parking,
regardless of $40 or $200 it's
the enforcement measures,”
Sneziale said. “Yon've got to

COURSE: Students
required to think up
a new business plan

FROM PAGE Al

will offer when it opens a
LaunchBox for entrepre-
neurial studies downtown,
the course reguires students
to think up a new business
and develop a plan for start-
ingit.

Next week, they will make
their final pitches to a panel.
The student with the best
presentation will walk away
with $1,000, but the real win-
ner might be the community.

“Maybe someone will have
a big idea ... bring in more
jobs,” said Fermin Diaz Ful-
gencio, an engineer with a
master degree's in construc-
tion management who teach-
es the course with William
Andahazy, a doctor of educa-
tion. One project can spark
other businesses and
advance Penn State’s goals
for opening downtown: to
help the area grow and
employ local graduates local-
ly, Diaz Fulgencio said.

The class also shows the
ingenuity that students apply
to problems facing the local
and larger community,

Emma Rupert said her
family buys a case of plastic
water bottles every week, but
their residence in Zion Grove
is 30 minutes from a recy-
cling centen

Her business would let
families recycle at home,
using a device that shreds,
melts and molds plastic into
cups or other everyday prod-
uets.

Brian Simon noticed that
the wedding cakes that his
mother bakes for her busi-
ness don't travel well in hot
weather.

He proposed selling boxes
that would keep the cakes
cool in transit,

Nelson Castillo wanted
help marketing the construc-
tion business of his father,
who speaks liftle English.

Lauren Thomas wants to
develop a nutritious food bar
for people who overeat.

“My mom and I always
wanted to start a business,”
Thomas said when asked
why she took the course. “I
wasn't into camps. I always
had a boring kind of sum-
mer”

Joel Melo and Nicole Cas-
tillo teamed up on a plan to
transform his family’s four-
stall garage into a teen center
that they'll call The Garage.

Students filled in a start-up
canvas, a poster that served
as an abbreviated business
plan, Andahazy said, with an
outline of their idea, skills
required, customer base and
launch plans.

Entrepreneur Jerry Lis-
man of Lisman Holdings of
Wilkes-Barre, Joceyln Ster-
enchock of the CAN BE
Innovation Center and
Okrepkie helped students
refine their plans.

Sterenchock told students
how to narrow the market for
their products and identify
competitors.

Okrepkie said he helps
entrepreneurs commercial-
ize their ideas,

“It's not about the idea,” he
said. “It's, how do we find a
product people are willing to
buY?"

Contact the writer:

kjackson@standardspeaker
.com; 570-501-3587
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Inside a downtown
landmark, work is
nearing completion
on the Hazleton Art
League s new home.

BY JIM DINO

STAFF WRITER

he new home of the

Hazleton Art League

will have double —

andl eventually triphe
— the space bt has now

Sometime later this year,
the league will move firom fts
long-time home at 225 E,
Broad St. to the former Secu-
rity Savings bullding at 31 W
Broad 5t.

Kathy Bestwick, co-presi-
dentof the art league's board
of directors, who founded
and ran an art league in
Phoenixville, Chester Coun-
1% sabd the move will be made
when the second of three
phases of construction are
comykete Later this vear:

“The gallery space on the
first floor of the new bulld-
ing will double what we have
nirk,” Bestwick said. “On the
lower level, the ceramic stu-
dio will be much Improved
from what we have now.
There will be a stained glass
and fused glass studio. We
have a very robust stained
glass and Msed glass group
of artists.”

Please s ARTS, Poge A9
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Tavern, job incubator also taking shape

BY JIM DINO
STAFF WRITER
Three projects in the make-
over of West Broad Street in
dowmitown Hazleton should be
completed this vear
They include the new city
arts center, Broad & Barrel tav-
ern i the Penn State Launch-
Box. A fourth project, the reno-
vation of Dragon Chinese Res-

tarant, is complete.

Broad & Barrel, an Irish-
style pub, is slated to open this
summer at 2123 W Broad St in
a building formeriy oceupled
by Bemember When.

The tavern will have indoor
and cutdoor seating and perfor-
mance stages in the former
pocket park between it amnd the
new arts center. The outdoor

focility also will herve fire pits.
It will be like nothing the
Hazleton area has seen, said
Kathy Chiriboga, who is lead-
ing the development team for
“The inside of the pub will
be modern, like a steakhouse
and an Irish pub,” she said.
“Our menu will be farm-to-
table fresh and will be made up

of different types of foods you
see in a larger ity There will
be live musice,”

Chiriboga’s father, Ken Gott-

stein, of Gottstein Corp. — an
industrial snd mechanical con-
tractor specinlizing in the food
and beverage industry — will
bk the pub interior:

Plecisi sew TAVERM, Foge AY
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TAVERN: Inside work set to start
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An artist’s rendering of a proposed renovation of CAN DO Community Park on Broad and Laurel streets,
Hazleton. The latest phase of renovations could begin as early as July.

A PARK THAT CAN DO

Facility to be named after area economic development agency

BY SAM GALSKI
STAFF WRITER

HAZLETON — A park that com-
munity stakeholders say is key to
revitalizing the downtown will be
named for an economic developiment
agency that will maintain it over the
next five decades,

The latest phase of renovations
planned for the facility could begin
as early as July according to an offi.
cial who is familiar with the project.

Representatives from CAN DO, the
CAN DO Community Foundation,

Downtown Hazleton Alliance for
Progress, Mayor Jeff Cusat and oth-
er stakeholders anmouneed beneath a
tent on a rainy Tuesday afternoon
that the park at Broad and Laurel
streets will be named “CAN DO Coms-
mumity Park.”

Last April, CAN DO and its com-
munity foundation each pledged
$25,000 for completing park renova-
tions and entered a 50-year mainte-
nance agreement in exchange for
naming rights,

CAN DO board Chairman Bill

Magnotta said the park will comple-
ment projects that include an Irish-
style pub called Broad and Barrel
eved for the former Remember When
building, work to convert the former
Security Savings building into
Hawvden Family Center for the Arts,
and a partnership to promote entre-
preneurship through the Hazleton
LavnchBox facility at 13-15 W, Broad
St.

“For the past 63 years, the CAN DO

Please see PARK, Page Al
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PARK: CAN DO will maintain grounds over 50 years

FROM PAGE A1

board has taken great inter-
est in helping to establish our
region as the ideal place for
companies to locate their
business operations,” Mag-
notta said. “When our found-
er, Dr. Edgar L. Dessen,
helped organize a donation
campalgn that asked resi-
dents to tape dimes along
Broad Street to help get the
organization off the ground,
I'm not sure if he could even
begin to imagine those efforts
would lead ns to standing
here today along that very
same thoroughfare announe-
ing a park that will bear CAN
DO's name.”

CAN DO President and
CEO EKevin O'Donnell
recalled the organization
accompanying local stake-
holders as they toured cities
across Pennsylvania to get a
sense for what businesses
and people wanted to see in
downtown districts,

Business space, food and
entertainment areas, arts and
education, open space and cul-
ture topped the list, he said.

“Today is a great day for
Hazleton as we unveil plans
for this beautiful park that
will be a cornerstone of our
downtown,” O'Donnell said.
“This is trulv a team effort
and we are proud to be a part
of it."

Plans

A sketch plan that was

Gary Lamont, president of the CAN DO Community
Foundation, speaks at the unveiling of the CAN DO
Community Park proposed renovations Tuesday.

unveiled during the naming
ceremony shows the park
after a second phase of reno-
vations are completed,
according to Krista Schnei-
der, executive director for the
Downtown Hazleton Alliance
for Progress.

The naming rights pay-
ments from CAN DO and its
Community Foundation ancd
four grants will cover engi-
neering and permitting fees,
along with construction of a
plaza, sidewalks, electrical
and storm water improve-
ments, ornamental lighting
and landscaping, she said.

So far, organizers secured
a 115,000 Greenways, Trails
and Recreation Program

erant, 100,000 from Luzerne
County's Local Share
Account, $200,000 from the
state Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resourc-
es, and a $135,000 Redevelop-
ment Assistance Capital Pro-
gram grant, Schneider said.

Bids for the second phase of
park improvements will be
opened at apublic city council
meeting on May 22 and prices
will determine if’ work will be
completed in phases or if addi-
tional fundraising is needed,
she said. Work includes a new
plaza, sidewalks, electrical,
storm water and ornamental
lighting improvements, and
landscaping,

According to Schneider,

sidewalks on the Laurel
Street side of the park will
remain but a tree will be
removed and an existing
paved area near the tree
reconfigured. That area will
serve as an elevated “perfor
mance area” that could
accommodate musical acts
and will have steps that lead
down to an oval lawn area,

A future phase could
include raising money for a
fountain af the center of the
park, she said.

The back of the park will
be fenced while the east side
will be accessible from the
arts center

The primary entrance will
be stairs at Broad and Laurel
that lead to a fenced area
with brick pavers. Retainer
walls would separate the
front area with pavers from
the oval lawn.

Schneider said she's anx-
ious to get the project com-
pleted. Construction could
begin in July, she said.

“It's a huge milestone and
an important one,” she saicd.
“I look forward to getting
this project underway and
moving things along.”

Cusat said the project is
the result of a “great collabo-
ration.” He thanked former
Mavaor Joseph Yannuzzi for
his efforts to secure the park
property through eminent
domain.

Contact the writer: sgalski@

standardspeaker.com; 570
501-3586
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Tour Highlights Downtown Hazleton
Redevelopment Projects

08.03.2018

Hazleton, PA - After a whirlwind walking tour of downtown Hazleton revitalization projects Monday, a
state official said he was impressed.

“This really did exceed my expectations,” said Richard P. Vilello Jr., community affairs and development
deputy secretary at the state’s Department of Community and Economic Development. “Keep up the
good work.”

The group visited eight sites in a two-block stretch of West Broad Street, starting at The Pines
Restaurant in a building that businessman George Hayden said once faced the wrecking ball.

The tallest building in the city’s downtown, the 11-story structure is now known at the Hayden Tower at
the Markle — the last word a nod to its original construction as the Markle Banking & Trust Company
Building.



With a combination of private and public funds, the building has been refurbished and boasts an
occupancy of more than 90 percent, said Hayden, who owns the property along with members of the
DeAngelo family under the umbrella of Downtown Hazleton Development LLC, or DHD.

Next on the tour was the nearby former Traders Bank building, a seven-story Gothic Revival structure
with a two-story annex in the rear, both also owned by DHD, according to Hayden.

Lackawanna College has moved into approximately 15,000 square feet in the annex and main building,
Hayden said. His company is working with clients to “fill up the rest of the building” now that exterior
restoration and other renovations have been completed, he said.

Crossing Broad Street, the group stopped at a 1930s building that once housed restaurants, the Darling
Shop and later a bingo hall in the 1990s. It is set to become Penn State Hazleton's LaunchBox
innovation center to foster new businesses.

DHD donated the former bingo building to the nonprofit Downtown Hazleton Alliance for Progress,
which is spearheading efforts to create a downtown arts and innovation district to spark further
economic development.

After admiring exposed brick and windows once hidden behind siding on the facade of the new Dragon
Chinese Restaurant, the group stepped inside an adjacent former antique shop being converted to an
Irish style pub and restaurant called Broad and Barrel. The establishment includes doors that will lead
to an outdoor patio deck area in an adjacent lot.

On the opposite side of the lot is a former bank building that will house the new City Arts Center to be
operated and managed by the Hazleton Art League. Upgrades are underway, and half of the $2.4
million renovation target has been raised, officials said.

The group proceeded to a city-owned corner lot that will become a park and plaza for the arts center,
with landscaping and murals attached to the center building, said downtown alliance Executive
Director Krista Schneider.

Owned by DHD, the eight-story, former Hazleton National Bank building was the final stop. It was built
in 1924.

Renovation has wrapped up on several floors, and the building is about half occupied, Hayden said.
The company is speaking to banks, restaurants and other prospective tenants for the majestic first-
floor bank lobby, he said.

This building and the former Traders Bank structure have Keystone Opportunity Zone, or KOZ, tax
exemption through 2022. To improve parking, DHD also bought a medical building with a 100-spot lot
behind the former Hazleton National Bank building, Hayden said.



PennState

Hazleton innovation hub named for local
leader Pasco Schiavo

58 1

Penn State Hazleton Chancellor Gary Lawler, left, and Linda Schiavo unveil
the logo for the Hazleton LaunchBox, which will be named after Linda's
brother, the late Pasco L. Schiavo.Image: Penn State

April 11, 2019

HAZLETON, Pa. — Penn State and the Invent Penn State initiative are honoring the late Pasco L. Schiavo, a
longtime philanthropist for Penn State Hazleton and the surrounding community who passed away Dec. 29,
2018, by naming the Hazleton LaunchBox in his name. The naming recognizes Schiavo’s stature in the region
and a $1 million gift from his estate to the campus.

The LaunchBox is one of 21 innovation hubs Penn State has opened across the Commonwealth to provide
early-stage startups with viable plans for growth and the support and resources needed to build a sustainable
and scalable business. To recognize Schiavo'’s gift, the University will name the facility “The Hazleton
LaunchBox, Supported by Pasco L. Schiavo, Esq.”

“Pasco was deeply committed to Penn State Hazleton and the Hazleton community, and this transformative
gift will serve both,” Penn State President Eric Barron said. “The innovation hub that will carry his name will help
drive economic growth in this region and across the Commonwealth. We're very pleased to honor Pasco and
extend his incredible legacy in this significant way.”



The Hazleton LaunchBox, scheduled to open later this year at 13 W. Broad St. in downtown Hazleton, is a
community collaboration with partners including the Downtown Hazleton Alliance for Progress; CAN DO; CAN
BE; the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce; the Society of Hispanic Business Professionals; and other
organizations engaged in The Hazleton Innovation Collaborative (THINC). The LaunchBox will offer a variety of
services to community members, students and faculty who aspire to become business owners.

As part of “A Greater Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” the University’s current fundraising campaign,
each of Penn State’s 21 innovation hubs has the opportunity to secure $1 million in matching support from the
University when gifts to the hub’s endowment reach $1 million. The combined funds will provide operational
funding to the innovation hub each year, ensuring that it continues to spark economic development and
support entrepreneurship in perpetuity.

In 2018, the University announced $1 million grants from PNC Bank and the Hite Family to fund and name the
Happy Valley LaunchBox, Powered by PNC Bank, and the Altoona LaunchBox Supported by the Hite Family. The
LaunchBox at Penn State Hazleton is the third innovation hub to reach its $1 million goal and secure a $1
million match from the University.

“Pasco was very proud of the Hazleton community and was very involved in many organizations,” said his
sister, Linda Schiavo. “He always looked for ways to provide and enhance opportunities for residents of the
Greater Hazleton area. He would be very pleased to have this center for entrepreneurship bear our family’s
name.”

Born and raised in Hazleton, Schiavo earned a bachelor’s degree from Lafayette College in 1958 before
entering the U.S. Army Reserve and receiving a juris doctor degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law
School in 1962. During his lifetime, he became Luzerne County assistant district attorney, a member of the
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and a designated "Super Lawyer" with his own legal
practice. Schiavo’s involvement with Penn State Hazleton spanned more than 50 years as a donor, president
and member of the campus advisory board, advocate and instructor. He chaired “For the Future: The Campaign
for Penn State Students at Penn State Hazleton,” helping to raise more than $7.6 million, and was named an
honorary alumnus in 2015. After a $1 million gift in 2014, the campus administration building was named after
Schiavo as Pasco L. Schiavo Hall. Schiavo also endowed four scholarships for students at the campus and
served as an adjunct instructor in law and Spanish.

“Pasco Schiavo was a tireless advocate for educational opportunities and for community development — all to
benefit residents of the area. We are grateful for his involvement with the campus and the University, and we
are thankful for this additional gift,” said Penn State Hazleton Chancellor Gary M. Lawler. “All of the
organizations collaborating on the LaunchBox eagerly anticipate the impact and success that the facility will
bring to the Hazleton area business community and economic development. We hope that downtown Hazleton
will continue to be revitalized by the resources available at The Hazleton LaunchBox, Supported by Pasco L.
Schiavo, Esq.”

Invent Penn State is a Commonwealth-wide initiative to spur economic development, job creation and student
career success. Invent Penn State blends entrepreneurship-focused academic programs, business startup
training and incubation, funding for commercialization, and university/community/industry collaborations to
facilitate the challenging process of turning research and discoveries into valuable products and services that
can benefit residents of the state and all humankind. Learn more at invent.psu.edu.



Schiavo's estate gift will advance “A Greater Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” a focused campaign that
seeks to elevate Penn State’s position as a leading public university in a world defined by rapid change and
global connections. With the support of alumni and friends, “A Greater Penn State” seeks to fulfill the three key
imperatives of a 21st century public university: keeping the doors to higher education open to hard-working
students regardless of financial well-being; creating transformative experiences that go beyond the classroom;
and impacting the world by fueling discovery, innovation and entrepreneurship. To learn more about “A Greater
Penn State for 21st Century Excellence,” visit greaterpennstate.psu.edu.

Last Updated April 12, 2079
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Cwervad Brian Williams poses in his Groteful Roast Coffos location in Nanticoke,

New specialty café
coming to center city

A new specialiy café =
moving Inte downtown
Hnahirtom wheer o fowmmer res-
tranl opered

Grateful Roast CalTe, a
cafl fewturing specialty oof-
T il wiith am in-howse
oifTew rosster, 1S et fo Opet
I April ag S E. Bromd S1., pre
wiasly oeeapled by Dirgoe
fly Cafit

Along whth its sigmanure
coffee. Grateful Roast ilso
will hawe a menn ncloding
pasirfes and bireakinst and
lurch kems

It k= the labest new busi-
s i (e dewTsioam, oot
i Dok mway fiom e reooal
Ly renperyed Drngom Cluinise
restanrnni.

T Heelstinty enfi b8 Carates
Ml Roast’s seoond kocation,
lalbowing thie mpening of ik
first in Nanticoke three
Years ago, Ownors Brinn
Willinms aml Sarah Kratz
uxpect ihe hours o be the
s s the Munticoke oo
thon: Monday through Fri-
day from T aom, o4 pm.and
Saturdays from 8 am o d
pm.

As o adive of Portlnned,
Cirvgom., Willliens grow up in
the coffes culiure of the
Pacific Northwest area.
Wheen he nral Kratz motsed (o
Noriheast Pennsybvania to
b= eboser 1o er fmlly they
audekly realized the region
ko o it coffes alier
nudive 1o what was belng
sarvod an chain oofise mwd
et shepe.

Willinare besgnn stily Ing
offee roast ing, bullding a
misine=s iden oml making
| b e o i,

“1 Knew protty early on
that i we really wanied a
colTes enlfiure, we nesdad us
bkl it earweedves.™ Willuns
s, "1 ool whatrver st
y Frone)y wik hud saved apid
purchased a little 2-kilo
{4-pouml maximum batch
sy onfFoe poaster. | e e
o0 my sun ponch, purdnssl
n few detleious coffees and
tanighdl Tmysedl” Bow o poast.™

Whirn &tked wihat makis
Grateful Roast stand ot
[rom the competition, he
said rather than its coffes

] aniquee fecel fems, is the
locnl eomimunisg

“Wie atay mindfil of wur
o in o communing” he
sl “We fool that we have n
responsibility o give bock o
ther comamnity we sorve in
il wie can s oair colfen as
a vehbele for chafee, 50 We
. We oflon host ovents
nimed on raising funds or
mynreness for varkns [ncal
[

In Hozieton, Grateful
Rt Coese nbrealy is work-
Ing with Brandon's Foomber
Huimar by mesting Beapdon's
Brew, When someotse AT
chnsin a bag of Hrandon's
Barwra frvam thes fiokimwdoathon, 6
|5 ] to Brandon's For-
wver Flome,

Tha coffes |3 roasted in-
Ivvizse, amal that the meny
Lbemns feature hdgh-gualitg
locally sonrved ingredients

“Wie are the anly place in
Lisgerne County that nctisal-
Iy roasts our own coffoe
Jossaly; i oner owm cal®,” Wik
Hams sakl. “You can come
tmn the codi and actunlly see
hee cuffiee moaster il smell
the by mansting

=W placn i pmphasis on
high-gunlity and lecally
atiron] whole Buds We 0se
locikl artbsans, bakers anad
larms to produce the foods
et e ol The fisobe kocal
Toexchs o cur offier, the betbor
we feel nbout ihe tusiness
wr'me dodn. IE's ey impor.
tand b saipport local Becnise
weu'ree il i s fogether™

Willlaams sl the spirdt of
Carmiefial Hoast Coffee seoms
e [i with the downtown
fevializallon HaElston |s
experivncing. Willinms sild,

=1 lowe what Hazleton amd
thie Dirivrdonm Hazheton Al
mnee o Progeress ane chising.”

e sabd. “The downtown
Iosnkcs great nnd i only M-
timg bettor, Ome night after
winlting the spoce, before we
slaned the fonse, we wers
driving down Broml Stréet
twsclimie bo Inbersinte &1 ond |
notheed how all the irees
were 1t up with lghts; not
even just dewmbown. bt all
down b streed. 1t's things
likur this that really show a
cley’s pride. [ am very prowml
1o be & new business in this
reialiig chiv"

Turning the thoagh of 6
secorxl Gradefil Roast Coffes
locathon i Hazeton Bom an
Ielear o Penlity was o isam
effort imvodwing the ciky of
Huzlebon, the dovwnbowm alli-
anci, CAN DO o other
organizntions supporting
dhrwTIirNTL,

docwlyn Stervpchock, CAN
D'y eoondiaior of onime
preneurial servioes, assistid
Willinmns in navigating the
Hewnsing and permitiing
s, keamiing om thie rela-
tinnsliips diveloped with e
cirg

“Warking v bring this
bzad s fo downbowt ke
on took @ lot of teamwork
anil it condil not have been
dome withou the sugiporn of
those parinerships we rely
w0 heavily wpon.” she sabd.
“I'm pocslonnte abour hav-
g e anel Yoy nasdnss-
o2 fn downtewn Haedeton, |
think Gradeful Roast Coffes
willl b i cxmgilement (o the
many lomg-estabiished mes-
tmurans thnt are nlresdy in
our oommien|g”

Willinms =aid Stervn-
chock’s sssisennee throuh-
it thee istatioe process bund an
Entegrad mode Inunching the
s location.

“doeelyn ks amazing.™ Wil-
linm# said, “She Kept us
infurmed throughout the
onlire process and spears
headed everyihing from
#art io acceptunce. | can't
sy enoigh about how awe
sty s’ Bewn, Hunning o
cadie i6 crmey imenigh, and iry-
Ing th apen n second s
inaane, it she manle it g
per . fior thunt, we are tru-
Iy wrmbedul.”
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YOU CAN SAVE UP TO $114 WITH TODAY’S COUPONS

Standard-Speaket.

Sundlay, August 20, 2017
MNewsstand: $1.50 A TIMES-SHAMROCK NEWSPAPER
In today’s i o
Parade ... Change the Constitution

History makes for

heirioom tomato

jﬂ margarita

to fix Washington?

Some say it's the last, best hope C1

Artist's sk:uh:hn show ldut the HII.I'.I!‘I'D'I'I Arll Center, left, and Lockawanna College's new Hazleton center might look like.

Signs of progress

State grants,
donations
funding work
in downtown

BY M DINO
STAFF WRITER

Thwere will be o ot of constrict bon
activity on West Brond Street,
between Laurel and Wyoming
streets, in the neaot few weeks.

Work has begun to stabilize the
former bingo hall at 1315 W, Broad
5t thanks to a state grant matehsd
by tax credits created by donations
Frowm five aren hanks,

The renovations will convert the
bk dnvte o buskness incubatorn

In the same Mock, work also 1s
urberwary at three buildings fhat long
stond vacant; the former Security
Savings, the former Remeambier When
i i B toeen Chifrese restalmnt.

And renovations continug at rwo
downtown high-rises, the former
Hazleton Nationnl smd Traders bank
bbb,

Financing

For the bingo hall propect, Wells
Forgo Bank last week donated
S110,000 1o g0 along with o $100,000
donation from Mid-Penn Bank,
F10,000 each from Luzerne Bank and
FNCB Bank and o $2000 donation
froen First Matbonn] Bank.

The money was used to get

ELLEN F, POONMELL / ST PHOTOORAPHER

An employee of Richard Angelo Construction works in the former bingo building at 13-15 W. Broad 5t.
in downtown Hazleton on Wednesday.

matching $232.000 Pennsylvanin
Department of Comomunity and Eoo-
nomic Developament Melghborhood
Assistonce Program 2016-17 tax crod-
It e Ror pliase ane renovations bo
the bingo hall, a long-vacant and
lighibed property:

The tax creadits in turn wers wsed
1o match & $200,000 Kevstone Com-
munitles Program grant. The pro-
gram s designed to enoourage the
erestion of partieerships between the

public and private sectors and fur
theer the revitalization inltiatives of
the Jocil Main Street

“We are glod 1o see thai :numu*

Fumeling in these revital ation ints.
tives is paying off in terms of
encotrnging private investment,”
sald state Rep. Tarah Toohil, R-116,
Bustler T “The intent of (hese pro-
grams is to serve as & catalyst”
Work costing approximately
Son,000 will stabilize the uilding by

repairing its blighted conditions,
which bchices necessary stroturmal
repairs nnew electyiond system, code
upgrnces and a new moof.

The second fNoor and basement
will be addressed in subseguent
phases of the project, according to
Krista Schiselder, exeoitive directo
of the Downtown Hazleton Alliance
for Progress,

Pl sev DOWNTOWN, Fooe A4
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| HAZLETON AREA

Is hiring
policy
obeyed?

BY KENT JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

HAZLE TWE — Two con-
thflavtess fior the Hazleton Ares
School Board raised [ssies
nbout the polley for hiring
teachers with the current
baar] members,

D Bobwert Clibleds, o formier
board member seeking to
regain a seat in the Now. 7
electiom, sabd during & meet-
ing Thursday that applicants
for teaching jobs are bakng
fdentified earlier than
intended by the policy, which
was written to keep them
mneymous for fbrness.

Chiblels also said a principal
wasn't involved In selecting
teachers for his school,
which also doesn't fllow the
palicy

Retired teacher Linda
DeCesmo, who s also on the
Erallet, saicl i board member
attends interviews in viola-
ton of the policy, and pro-
spective teachers get too
mich motice before teaching
asamphe lesson as part of the
hiiring proiess.

The palicy says for ench
Job opening in thelr school,
principals will select at least
thres applicants from a ros-
ter of candidates who mest
mintmum eriteria and are
Nestend by mumiber; ot e,

Nkt & committes chosen
by the superintendent inter
views the job applicants, who
s Answers (o same ques-
Hons and write answers to
others. Based on the answers,
the commitee décides which
candidates will advance to
the next roumed i which they
teach a sample ksson.

After watching the appli-
cants teach, the commities

Ploase s HIRING, Mage Ad
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. Gary
Entr

Yudichak, D-14, P|

Twp.: Krista Sch

{CAN BE)

lllnu

arblhon aoe ot

ta begin refurbishing the farmer bingo hall on West Broad Stroet. From left are Neal DedAngelo NI, DHD
lapmant and downtewn allance chastman: Goorge Leitnor, an alllance board member and loasing agent for
Lawlar, MMHIMHI :wmcm mmmmmmm

i i, chied af staff for state Sen. Jahn

Boretshl, Wells Fargo
Caonstruction,

ymouth i Joseph
Bank; Charles McEhwoe, EAN D0; Hazletan Mayor Joff Cusat; Richard m*-wm
which is doing the project; Tommy Hearms, loseph Rominskl Architecture: and Dobby Reznéch, representing
wtate Rop. Tarnh Toohil, 116, Butler Twp.,

DOWNTOWN: Busmess incubator planned

FRO&N PAOE AL

“Tw burikfing ks pod hisior-
fenlly significant, bui it
would cost mare to tear i
dowT thim to ey b
Sclimwricher sl

[HHT) Realiy, which owted
it bt img anail o use conld
be idetermuinsl donated the
praperty 1o the allinnoe o
crwabe & sl Insiness fnc.
bator o echnsligy center
that will encotrage small
tmasiness entrepremnenrship
‘wihin the Haxletom aroa,

The demmidoiwm allinnoe is
working with Penn Staie
Hagdeiom, CAN DO Ine. ond
wther partnars io develop n
phan b eseabilish an nvenst
Penn State ~LonmehBoc
‘wighiiy the bixilding omoe 1 is
ey for oecupancy. Penin
Sano currently operwies 14
such business ineubators
throughout the commaon-
wedlth and thres more,
Including Hazleton, recmitly
et planming grants.

=It's part of the present
mitiative fur sntreprensr-
ship throughout the oom-
miwealth,” said Dy, Gary
Lawler, chapoellor of Penn
Sate Hazhton. ~We're very
et o ook thee B of
services pr-incubator and
imeubosor small basinesses
in dowmown Hazleion
friiihe

The: fncuibatnr will not be
o vy e keiind of Erisiness,
Laractor saiel.

“Trs ronlly going o e apen
to all mow businesses,” e
sabd. “We're roully lsoling o
ey Chisd, aree] i Rk B o
stap shap for people wWho
‘want thad business plan pro-
oes — | b | ke it
permiis thay nesl o e,
wihem ey gt thieem aned o
they gpo aboal daing what
they sire doing, depeniding
o Where they ane bocased
W'l b ol bmisiness semi-
nars and things of that
T s well

The downiown allianos
intepeds i apply for ndiion-
al tax credits for 2007-18
which will fimed phase two of
the pruject. Estinaiod 1o cost
Fa00, 0000, this work will
Inelude the insaliotbon of
necessary plizmbing, Mre

Riaisd oToeedllL

Bob Gruber
ing of
Bank building

suppression, and eating.
vt ilist o aned nir conidition.
inig (HVAC) systems needid
to biringg the bailding up 1o
ol b Wl s iberior pee
watlons for |is pew wse a8 8
i fcisberton

The application is due
Sept. 156, Any corparntion
imurecid in parmering with
thee ulliance 1o recelve the
st tax crmlits can comtact
Schnekder ol 50155150, or
kschneidmrcdowntawnha-
thirturucny befiome Aug. 20,

Othar projects

O thee e bilock: of Wesi
Broad Strecl, work lhias
e b0 repcvate the Seciari-
iy Sarcings aibding at 31 W
B . i a nerw city arts
U

The Miilding has been
vastantt foor wendl over n diendle.
The downtown allinnce
cmigzhat it {2000 el s ey
wonrkting i radse fumds for ies
remarathom e s o, ohiin:
I mervieral stale grants.

PRy cunes pomonat bons are
expected o be complete by
st st aifher which ihe
Hazleinis Art Laagane hateods
ta relocate s operations
e,

O the odher side of an

empty ot aclfscent o that
hinllding is the former

b o

. of Zook Interiors, places tles an the cell
the sixth flosr at the farmes Hazleton Mational
Wtdnnseny,

Remember When ot 212 W
Broad St which also is s
for ronmtions. CAN XD, the
aren’s economic devebop-
T g e, o Ul
LL1 TS

Phinse ane of 1hat piraject
will include fagade ronovae
o nol shoulil be under-
way within a month, Flans
e b0 prepare tse bailding
for o pew et The empey
Bot mury bee s b agmied

either the arts cenber or the  decsdes agn —

CAN DO prjec,

The building sast of
Remamber When, 10 W,
Birvad 51 |5 belng rebinbill-
ke by fis cawpaes; i Wl
Pam, whio intends i reogen
his Chirvess pestntrant with-
in the kling. Schngider
ekl

Fire, atiribisted to arson,
it thee Bnidlding In 2002 The
bbaze wak contained and
SO e work wis
indriated, ik never finished
The b Bl iz T b viacana
sk ik ime

Menmatile, phos= tan -
enfions al e former e
tun Matiomal Bank bullding
1 W, Broad St are wrap-
ping up. The wark imvnived
aver 1 million of privade
Invvestrnest by DEID) Fealix

According 0 George
Hmlomof DHLY the bmgaove

meiits included exterior
EUSTRCY pepovations and
e windhows thongsout the
BEETEATY stTuCiEne. hs well
na e HYALC nmd electrical
systems ond new Bhondi
cappedacresaille reatrooms
o ek floor ol thir badlding.

Cocant Lavitmaer: the Josesiny
agent for the buikiling. sabd
pwn olfioes were tiken away
o e Ehocar b Truados wary' for
th restrons. Frevioaly,
there were aily two fest
o b (e endine uihfing

Evterior mencvations wire
nlso made to foors six and
severL, with sensitivit o the
historic archipecture, “We
o] sl o sove (e orie
nnl wondwork and doars in
thee corridars and the e
0 [Boops, ™ skl Harhon

Thir upper Noors, Leitner
sk, nre nimost compbeldy
oeraiphed with approximately
10T Aeanis

Whan THHTY tnok over. the
lling was only 11 peroent
oeeupiod. 1 is now over &
peroent oocupied, Lejiner
salil. Plans ame underway b
removie (eors foor el M,
ins well @ e Iobiby and firs
Meor, where the hank wos
Iomind,

O the other shie of West
Bawsanid Stres, Hanvden Tower
il the Markk — the Mrst
Brnflebrne i Abt Dsdock 1o be
renovated almost (wo
s essenvial-
Iy thee o floor beft 1o be ooc-
el

Acpuss Wyaming Sirest,
Lackmwanna College s tink:
e jes mew hommee on Ball of
thee firwt oor of the frmer
Troders Bank and oo for
mer bank office taklddng oo
the oo

Several new nitrals o
plannied in the s block
with sl the projects, inclisd.
I soame near the ww Oty
Park at Brosd amd Laure
S

The downtown alliance
nlso |sas grant applications
peencting o fumid phaese o of
the Clty Park development
] et nues o assis dow
MWn piroperty owners wiih
(gl ronRL NS,

Conlact the wriltes: o
btk dugsaba corm 5T
(113585
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HIRING: Director says
list isn’t anonymous

RS PAGE A1

revearimens whoam to e o
thee superimendend, wh for
wards the fames to U
Pwuared.

“The Tist Isn't smny-
miis,” snill current boarnd
member Robert Mehalick,
wel hivedingonk e Tz ol
ey with Chillds and mow-
rotired sdmindstrator Donakl
Bayzick in 202 “Tho enibn
splrit of the pelicy has been
ilestrye]

Aoy ome year. Mehnblek
sl 1 praction of hevfing
appllcanis’ names secrot
Ty e pripcipals changsd,
indirmantion thit surprisesd
Chillds even ihough he wos
o (e board throagh 2005,
Thiis vear Childs also sald at
feast one principal whi him
that b Wasn shown o st ol
applicants from which o
chiness,

O o (0 an
selecting for the rest, said
Chilis, ndding Hioad weakins
tha groapeds for woalunting
principals based on ihe
teaichers tuey choosa

Bonrd President Jared
el hiswever sabd pece
ple Iobtying for tencher

i% now muke appends
akiretly fo principals, just ns
they msed 1o buttonhole
Darel Eneseers,

Biard member James
Chapman, & petined princk
pal. sabd the board albered ihe
hiring palbcy o grive scklition:
al nibvnrytngs 8o Eachers who
wurk as sulstimtes in the
ilistrict.

=i ookl o that anon.
ynanisly,” sakl Chapmin,
nilding Eluat b belioves sl
stinmes antomatically sboukd
b inaciand o0 the frst roumnd

“We'rm oot sl b par
ticipate. We're allowwl o
observe. Come on,” Zols ankd
ta DeCosmi, “1'm not going
1o e,

DeeCicrstins sl sime fiachs-
v hnd twn woeks' naitioe
befiar ieaching sample lis-
s, whereas she thinks that
naking the applicants o
teach without any notlon
wmibd b o bweiter best ol their
ahiity

105 1 e the D 10 e
or churgs parts of the polbcy
sk i Wity 0 unvedl appli
cants' i, whotber loand
imembere shoild wtiepnd
Invierviews and how muoch
tima applicants mm
1o prEpaEY A Sy 1.

“These are the detalls you
Iromvonin,” sabd Childs, adding
hee wearts thee boaid b et
ton =fakr policy™

Laster clurimg the mosting.
ol ancplnimind theet the boamd
I8 lempornrily suspeniling a
dilferent palley for hiring
inairasaoe workers Facilh
thes Monager Andre Mar-
chese sow no need to go
through the interview pro-
cess whvn e had quinkified
substiites from whim to
fure

“Wir do ey wihs the poli:
o wihem it suaits usT school
banrd member Marie Eay

L.

“When it suits the dis-
iriet.” Finla zabd.

Following the discussiins,
thar bonr vored i himw thiroe
special education teachers
o 84,1 T4 e,

They are Jeqnne Canpmin,
Theresa Gawlos and Mark
Memoek.

Allso the boand pppotnied
Jelene Astorino ns an ele
entary feacher for o §51,80

ol inderviews anil, perfape,  sakry

-l the et roared, boo,

Chillels sabl some subatl
tutes are srong teachers,
whores ofhers dila't exon
i thie applicatbon prooess.
o quaify for on inderving
th policy sy teachers st
acesumnkae o lnsst W poimis
thraugh 4 scoring svsiem
Dcasend cai Faichors [neludbing
their time as subsiiiutos,
their college grades,
by desgroes nnd cortif):
caticns

Deosamio sabd boogd mem.
bers are put do nderfene in
it interviews.
Board member Vincent
Eoln said he was asked 10
atteni nierviews

The appointmeents af iwo
wther teachars, Hiflary Pratz
anil Shelty Chase, wers
rescird.

The banrd hired Gins
Yo o @ speech thermpist
for #43.881 and Shorry
Duaugdry as o schwe] mirss
T S L

Jahn Sarmeryeadny nestinesd
aa hepd of the guldanc:
dopartment bt he will
i a guidance counsedoe
and Michelle Dudley
reslgned os o teacher ol
Drums Elementary, Midils
School
Caontact tha writar; ko b
Dt gsides com; 570
BO35AT

BOSTON: 27 arrested
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Pulioe Commkssionsr Wi
llam Evans sabl 27 nrrests
wor rtede — mesty for dis:
ieherdy condiet Wislle soine
were for assanliing polio
olfioers. Cflcinks said the ral
iess dhrerw bl 40000 people

T applaided the pade
Pl i Boston wh e saldd
voore “spoalting oal™ gt
Ity el b, Trvumip o
wil o0 Twitter mwssage ihat
SO couniry will seon come
It s o™

T T
watlve ovent, wiich had boen
Iillend s @ =Frrwsr Sguoenhy Hal:
1" hind pushliety distanded
themselves from the neo-
Kozis, white supremacists
and sqhers who fomenied
wiolenoe in Chariotteayvillo on
.i.lm b A Wi Wi Hllkd

omirof the planned speak:
wrw of ibn comservntive activ-
st rmlly sabd the event “full
L

Congressionanl candidnte
Samann Racloppd, who was
o svernl sbisod oEpooks,
toded WOVETY that he dlidn't
oz = o urpdanmed of an
v i wons gingt o b

Salmi CUURterprolesiees
s ervibrely i blnck and
ware andannas aver thedr
faces, They chanted anti-
Muzi andd antHwscizm slo-
pans and woved slgns that
sabil: “Make Mozis Afraid
Agnin,” “Love your nelgh-
bor.™ “Resist fascism™ and
“Hate never made LS
reat.” Dthers carried a Largn
banmer that read: “SMASH
WHITE SUPREMACY ™

Chirgs Hioes, i Free speecly
n1lLr le'ldfrI'tmlhr:l‘I:—

A R



Program sparking city’s growth

Hazleton again receives vital Main Street designation

The Main Street program has helped
30 new businesses get started in down-
town Hazleton, and has also resulted in
#6.5 million m new investment.

Many of those new businesses wepe
started by Hispanic entrepreneurs, so
an effort is being made to further incor-
porate them into downtown revitaliza-
tion, the director of the Downtown
Hazleton Alliance for Progress savs,

On Friday, DHAP announced it has
once again been designated as an
accredited Main Street America pro-
gram for meeting rigorous perfor-
mance standards set by the National
Main Street Centen

Each vear, the National Main Street
Center and its coordinating program
partners announce the list of aceredit-
ed Main Street America programs in
recognition of their exemplary commit-
ment to preservation-based economic
development and community revital-
ization through the Main Street
approach.

Last vear the Alliance’s Main Street
District was recognized as ong of the
top 10 performing programs in the
Permsvlvania, The vesults haven't been
tabulated for 2017 yet, but the commit-
tee is hopeful that Hazleton again will
be: listerl among the best,

The Main Street program is designed
to foster downtown development by
people working together to get it in top
physical shape. selling its positives, and
finding new or better parposes for Main
Streef enterprises.

While the majority of the $6.5 million
in private investment downtown in 2017
was attributed to improvements madse
by DHD Realty as they undertake reno-
vations of the former Traders Bank
and Hazleton National Bank, many
smaller commercial properties were
also fived up by individual owners. n
addition, approximately $550,000 in
state grant fonmding went to support sev-
eral ongoing improvement projects
being spearheaded by the Alliance,
including the new arts conter and small
business incubator: Both of these are
currently under renovation.

Most of the 80 new businesses —
Wwhich have created 140 new jobs — are
small start-up companies, emploving
only one person, or in many cases rely-
ing on part-time workers as they grow
thedr new businesses, In some cases, the
owner has launched a new start-up

company as a second job and an invest-
ment in their foture, relying on a full-
time job elsewhere to support their new
endeavor, This is the case with the EL
Mataos, owner of The Dapper Boom. A
Cintas emplovee by day and operator of
avintage men's clothing store on Broad
Street by night and on weekends, Matos
took advantage of affordable real estate
and favorable business climate to make
his dream of small business ownership
oome e,

Others are Two Sister Logistics, who
just opened in the newly renovated
HNB Bank building, or Manuel's Empa-
nada’s, a new restaurant on Wyvoming
Street that serves traditional Latin
foods. Others are larper businesses that
have opened branch offices in the down-
towm or relocated from another commu-
nity, such as Inmotek Computer Con-
sulting, who is based in Bloomsburg,
and saw a market opportunity to
expand its services to the Greater
Hazleton area. Likewise, Keselicka
State Farm Insurance is expanding into
the Hazleton market, and Ripa Jowelers
recently reopened a store downtown
after being away for nearly 20 vears.

Help them succeed

Krista Schneider, DHAP'S executive
dlirector, said a 2016 report from the
Kauffman Foundation found immi-
grants launched nearly one-third of all
new businesses in America. In Hazle-
ton the available data shows approxi-
mately half of all new downtown busi-
nesses are Hispanic-owned.

“Wuch of the economic growth in the
dowmtown is attributed to the Hispanic
community and newcomers making
investments in new business,” Schnei-
der =aid. “There is definitely a strong
entrepreneurial and community spirit
within the Hispanic community,” said
Fermin Diaz, a member of the Alli-
ance’s economic development commit-
tee and owner of ACE Constroction, a
new start-up engineering and constre-
tion services company that Diaz and his
wife, Gladysh, founded last year: Diaz
also help found the Society of Hispanic
Professionals of the Hazleton Area in
2016, which looks to assist Hispanics
with college degrees from their home
country navigate the paperwork or
identify the additional coursework
needed to receive certifications to work
in their chosen profession.

Recognizing that the growth of the
Hazleton economy will rely upon new
business startups and suceess of the
Hispanic business community, the Alli
ance, along with its partners, is dow
bling its efforts to atiract entreprenenrs
and investment to the downtown and
help them suceead,

A kev partner of The Hazleton Inno-
vation Collaborative, the Alliance is
working together with Penn State
Hazleton and CAN DO to establish a
new business incubator on Broad
Street, Penn State Hazleton will operate
the incubator as the Hazleton Launch-
Box, which is expected to open in 2019,
where they will offer entrepreneurial
education programs and support ser
vices in parmership with CAN BE.

Also in the works is a business inte.
eration strategy designed to build rela.
tionships between the traditional bosi.
ness community and the Hispanic busi
ness community, “This is admittedly a
challenging task, but one certainly
worth undertaking.” said Joe Clifford,
chairman of the committes and former
PPL executive, “As our history tells us,
the most important factor for building a
thriving and vibrant community are
strong relationships built on a founda
tion of trust. We are making sure that
the demographics of the community
are represented inow committes meme
bership.”

These efforts, along with the new arts
center, park, renovated offices, two col-
leges (Luzerne County Community Col
lege and Lackawanna College), and sev.
eral restavrants will comprise what the
Allianee will brand as the Arts and
Inmovation District, which comprises
the core of the downtown, To compete
with other cities for attracting entrepre.
netrs or simply retaining homegrown
college oraduates, the Alliance sess this
district as key to attracting millenials
whao, more so that other generations,
value orban environments, cultural
diversity, creative expression, and a
dynamic work environment.

“Tt's going to take time," said Neal
DeAngelo, chairman of the Alliance,
“but we are committed to making
Hazleton a better place.” The DeAngelo
family and the Havden family, which
comprise DHD Realty, have invested
several million dollars into improving
the commercial building stock of the
downtown.



DOWNTOWN HAZLETON REVITALIZATION

Banking on the future
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The lobby of the downtown Hazleton arts center is shown from a second-floor balcony prior to an open house Saturday.

Arts center fund drive

Ali McHKittrick, associate director of the
Banking on the Arts capital campaign, and
Mary Veronica Sweeney, director, pose near
the vault of the former Security Savings Bank,

already has

BY KELLY MONITZ
STAFF WRITER

HAZLETON — People got a sneak
peak at the work being done to trans-
form the former Security Savings
Bank building into the city's new arts
eenter Saturday afternoon during the
Hazleton Art League's annual Art
Youth Expo.

The first phase of the transforma-
tion should wrap wp this spring, said
Krista Schneider of Downtown Hazle-
ton Alliance for Progress, which owns
the building. The Banking on the Arts
capital campaign is working on rais-
ing the $1.2 million to fund the next

raised $1M

phase, which will make the center ful-
Iy fimetional.

The campaign, which has been sell-
ing naming rights for various aspects
of the arts center; has already raised
nearly $1 million through private
donations and pledges, said Mary
Veronica Sweeney, who is director of
creative capital.

The area’s economic development
agency, CAN DO, and its CAN DO
Community Foundation this week
donated $30,000 for naming rights to a
park at West Broad and Laurel streets,

Please see ARTS, Page AD



ARTS: Businesses stepped up as sponsors

FROM PAGE Al

where the grand entrance to
the arts center will be locat-
ed. Many other naming
opportunities have also been
scooped up, Sweeney said.

“We're aiming high. We're
almost to our goal.” she said
on Saturday before the tours
started.

Sweeney is excited about
the campaign and the area
businesses that stepped up to
sponsor different areas, First
Quality Nonwovens, for
instance, is sponsoring a
washroom and providing
supplies for it, she said.

“It's great to see the gener-
osity and creativity in the
commumnity,” Sweeney said,

Now, they want to open the
campaign up to the commu-
nity and are seeking addi-
tional donations to hopefully
hit their goal by the end of
May

Sweeney said a couple
overheard her talking about
the arts center at a local res-
taurant and gave her a $20
donation. She said she was so
moved that vou would have
thought they gave her* 520,000,

The main gallery, which is
the original banking room of
the 1909 building, had been
carved up into offices, It was
opened back up in the first
phase of construction, which
brought the building up to
code, Floors and windows
still need to be restored and
that will come in the next
phase, Schneider said.

“We're trving to restore as
mich as we can,” she said,

A second-floor baleony and
stained glass windows above
it were uncovered during the
work. The group 1s working
with a stained glass artist to
come up with a design fora
large arching window at the
Broad Street side above what

used to be the bank's main
entrance, Sweeney said.
Behind the baleony is the
bank's original board room,
which still has the original
wood wainscoting and green
marble fireplace. The room
will be used as a meeting
room, Schneider said. They
hope to extend balconies out
firoim the original for a second-
floor gallery that is open to the
main gallery below, she said
Classrooms for painting,
drawing and a children’s stu-
dio are located at the back of
the building on the first and
second floors, North-facing
windows bring in the type of
natural light artists prefer,
Sweeney said, The lower lev-
el will have pottery and
stained glass stadios.
Cutside, two murals will
flank the new entrance into
the former Center City Park.
Sweenev, who created the
downtown alliance’s first

mural behind Haezle Digs, is
waorking with high schonl
and college students to create
a second mural for the center;
titled “The Hazleton Way"”
The Hazleton Art League,
which has been providing ar
instiuction in the commumi
ty for more than 65 vears,
will call the arts center its
new home, as it has out-
grown its current East Broad
Street location. The league
hopes the new location in the
center of the citv's proposed
Arts and Innovation District
will allow them to do more
events, offer more programs
and attract new members,
For more information on
the capital campaign or to
malke a donation, people can
contact Sweeneyv at 570-491-
8101, ext. 108 or bankingon
theartsigmail.com.
Contact the writer: kmonitz@®

standardspeaker.com; 570
501-3589



Downtown program ranked
among best in the state

BY JIM DINO
STAFF WRITER

The Downtown Hazleton Alli-
ance for Progress has been
mamd ome of the top10 downs
towns ki Pennsylvania for cread.
ing economic development
opportunitie

The Pennsylvania Downtown
Canter namasd DHAP jts sixth-
best performing Muin Street pro-
gram of 2014,

This sward recognizes thosds
programs that have demonsara-
ol i “neress the board" enpaci-
iy to gencrale new jobe, new
tasinesses, public and private
investment and volunterr hours
The downtown programs are
ranked by measuring sctiviey n
16 dlifferent categories,

Kristn Schoeider, DHAPFs
executive director, sabd the Main
Sireet program is meant to revi-
talize downtowns and contral
husiness districts in several

V5.

“The Main Street program
advecates revitalization of ald,
historic, arban dewntown cen-
ters for redevelopment and adap-
tive re-use.” Schneider sald.
“There is a [our-pronged
approsch — o goosd organization,

http://standardspeaker.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/PrintArticle.ashx?issue=8099...

strutegy for marketing and pro-
motion, strategy for sconombe
witality and vevitalization, and a
strotegy for design amd physical
bmprovements.”

The mward is based on smatis-
Hes she provides to the progriom
monthly, Schnebhber sakd.

“Thiso statizties inchide sl
mmses thnt opened or closed, and
Jabs orented or lost,” Schnelder
bl “We look at building per-
mits i see private investment by
business owners, nml money we
put in for facide improvemesnts.
Wa also provide information on
evests we hild, and participat lon
in them.”

“The leading Main Street down-
town was Easton, followed by
Ebensburg, Cambrin County;
Ardmore, Delnware and Mont.
gomery counties; Kennett
Sqpunre, Chester County; 08 Chiy,
'I.'l"naﬂpr County, and Hazleton.
Allentown Mnished 10h with its
Tth Street program, This year
there were more than 40 organi.
zations eligisle for evaluation,

The Pennsylvania Downtown
Center. the enordinating pro-
wrmm b0 Uit Mational Main Stoeed
Center for Maln Street programs
I Pennaylvania, sild the 10 pro-

grams met or exceeded goals
they st for themselves.

Each tap-100 Main Strest coimn-
munity has also met the ten per-
Frrmiance standards establ kshed
by Mational Main Street Center
to b o natbonally accrediied
Main Strest Program. These
stamdnids inchisde wpics such &s
training requirements, planning
methods and cormmunity volve-
meni.

The 10 communities with the
best Main Street programs nre
nlse amani the 32 nocredited
communities. In the northeast
repion, Downtown Shenandoah
Ine. and the Danville Business
Allinnce were recognized.

“Downtown Hazleton i5 n
Pennsylvanis-designated Main
Street program, and we are o
national Main Street affiliate,”
Schnalder sald.

Foumiled in 1987, the mission
of Pennsylvanin Dovmlown Cen-
tor 15 to budld and support the
capnetty of local nonprofil orgn-
nizatlons, munlcipalities and
individwals to enhancoe the over-
ll well-boing and sustainability
of Peninsylvania’s communities.
Cantact the wriler:
speakeccom; STOEN] AGES
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EIRMOAAT S AN N L

Hrista Schnelder, executive director of Downtown Hazleton
Allisnce for Progress, stands in front of the former Security
Sawvings bullding on West Broad Street. The bullding now houses
an afts centers thanks to DHAP's eforts. The Pennsylvania
Dewntown Conter named DHAP its sixth-best pedorming Main
Street program of 2016,
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