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EDITORIAL

Mervyn O’Neil

Tobago’s local newspaper, The Tobago
News, carried an article recently entitled:
No Opening Date for the Scarborough
Library. This article points out that Tobago
has been without a public library for more
than 10 years.
As far as this story relates to Tobago, it fits
into what can be characterized as one more
Tail of a Third World Afterthought that
Postures. So much has gone into and goes
into talk about this island, its people and
their place among humanity, that one is
disappointed when conclusions are reached
after evaluations are done regarding what
really matters and what should matter.

Here is the point being made as expressed by
Harold Cruse: “In advanced societies it
is not the race politicians or the
“rights” leaders who create the new
ideas and the new images of life and
man. That role belongs to the artists
and
the
intellectuals
of
each
generation. Let the race politicians, if
they will, create political, economic or
organizational forms of leadership;
but it is the artists and the creative
minds who will, and must, furnish the
all-important content”.
Libraries are the domain of artists and
intellectuals.

Clearly, there is no strong trend of thinking
on the island regarding the value of
libraries. There is no serious understanding
of the importance of art and culture in a
society’s development. If these were there
the island would not have gone for so long
without this library.

Communities inspire and drive creative
minds. Artists and intellectuals bring out the
cultural eruptions which occur within the
community. Libraries house, preserve and
are reference points for “the all-important
contents”. These contents are the ingredients
of development.

A library is a living organism. It inspires
creativity. In turn, creativity is the fuel that
drives development. There is posturing
about where Tobago needs to be going. But
if Tobago does not know a simple truth as
the fundamental value of a library, how can
the island and its people be taken seriously?

So what has Tobago lost and what is it
continuing to lose by not having at least a
single public library on the island? This
library topic continues to be treated as just
another occasional talking point when in fact
it is much more than that!
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What has been and continues to be the
impact of this on the Tobago child who
can find libraries all over Trinidad and is
caught in the dilemma of developing his/
her creativity? This is not a Trinidad
problem. This is squarely a Tobago
problem.
How many Tobago artists and
intellectuals must hang and shelved their
work elsewhere or have died leaving
them to gather dust or be thrown out
and burnt as rubbish?
Tobago boasts of its culture and the
preservation of its heritage and cannot
connect these with the importance of a
public library – something is wrong
there!

Libraries and the value of libraries to the Tobago
society will drive the process which pushes forth
the artist and the intellectual who pulled off to one
side to captor something of Tobago that is worth
preserving. This is the function of a library – a
repository.
Look, wake up people! Wake up! Tobago’s
Development is intimately linked to its culture.
Public libraries are the all-important repositories
and reference points for this. When Tobago wants
to stand alongside others with dignity these are
the things that matter. They are tangibles and not
speculations and suppositions. Thus, the Tobago
Library issue must be solved quickly even as so
much is being lost.
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By Dr. Vanus James
(Part 1 has been published in Volume 6 of The Tobago Voice magazine. The complete document is online at:
www.tobagovoice.com )

2.2.

Manufacturing

Overall, manufacturing contributed TT$44.1 million to the Tobago economy, down by 7% from TT$47.3 million. The main
activities are Food, Beverages and Tobacco, and Chemicals and Non-metallic Minerals.
2.2.1: Food and Beverages
This is the post-harvest processing industry that generates a wide range of products, ranging from bene balls to home-made
wines or cassava-based chips. Many of these products would show up in the food festivals of Tobago. CSO estimates
indicate that the sector produced TT$22.1 million in 2011, having grown by 40% in nominal terms over an output of TT$15.8
million in 2010.
2.2.2. Chemicals and Non-Metallic Minerals
Significant activity occurs in the blending and canning of paints, mastics and various varnishes and similar coatings.
Activity also occurs in glass and glass products, porcelain and ceramic products. The activity has shown some decline,
consistent with the decline in Tobago’s construction sector. The CSO estimated that the sector produced TT$19.8 million
of output in 2011, down in nominal terms by 33% from TT$29.4 million in 2010.

2.3.

Services
The service sector is the traditional mainstay of the Tobago economy. It contributed TT$2.5
billion of new value, and grew at 16% in nominal terms from TTS2.16 billion in 2010. The main
activities of the sector are ‘General Government’, ‘Transport, Storage and Communication’, and
‘Finance, Insurance and Real Estate’.
2.3.1. General Government

General government has been the main economic sector of Tobago throughout its modern history, until the recent
emergence of the island’s energy sector. Characteristically, it also has the lowest productivity among all sectors and is a
major reason for the uncompetitive nature of the economy in the national and international context. General
government now accounts for TT$702 million or 14.5% of the GDP, up by 32% in nominal terms over TT$531 million in
2010.
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2.3.2.Transport,Storage, Communication

‘Transport, Storage and Communication’ is the second largest service industry in Tobago. It embodies most of what can
be described as the ‘tourism sector’, and captures the flow of tourists into and out of Tobago in the accounts of the
two main ports. The sector accounted for TT$561 million or 11.6% of the GDP in 2011. This represented an increase
of 7% in nominal terms over TT$531 million or 14% of the GDP in 2010.
2.3.3. Finance, Insurance, Real Estate
This sector is the fastest growing of the service activities of Tobago, achieving a 50% expansion from TT$328
million in 2010 to TT$493 million in 2011. It covers the output of banking and credit-union services as well as the
expanding market for homes and insurance coverage of property and lives. The sector accounted for 8.6% of the GDP
in 2010 and its rapid growth increased that share to 10.2% in
2011.
2.3.4. Education and Cultural Services
It is important to observe that ‘Education and Cultural Services’, which supplies human capital for industrial
transformation, is a relatively small sector in Tobago. It produced about TT$178 million in 2011, up nominally by
6% from TT$168.5 million in 2010. The output accounted for 4.4% of the GDP in 2010, but the share declined to 3.7%
in 2011.
2.3.5. Personal Services
Much of what is described as the copyright-based creative services of ‘music and theatrical productions’,
‘entertainment or recreation’, ‘video clubs and video-tape production’, ‘photo studios’, ‘carnival bands and
masqueraders’, and the like, are recorded in the activity group described as ‘Personal Services’. The group also contains
the data on the ‘health-care sector’, including general practitioners, dentists, as well as private hospitals and nursing
homes. The subsector contributed TT$99.3 million of new value in 2011 but this represented a substantial decline of
30% from output of TT$141.2 million in 2010. It contributed only 2.1% of the GDP in 2011, down sharply from 3.7% in
2010.
2.3.6. Hotels and Guest Houses
Hotels and guesthouses are the local foundations of the tourism sector. The subsector produced TT$175.1
million of output in 2011, which represents growth of only 2% above the output of TT$171.5 million in 2010. The
segment accounted for 3.6% of the GDP in 2011, down from 4.5% in 2010.

2.4.

A Note on ‘Tourism

Together with the declining trends in “Personal Services’, the low growth rates and low shares of ‘Hotels and
Guesthouses’ and of ‘Education and Cultural Services’ are indications that the supply foundations of a tourism sector in
Tobago are very weak.
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3. GDP of Tobago, 2010 & 2011
Using the assumptions as stated above, the baseline (most conservative) preliminary estimates of the
TT$3.8 billion in 2010 and TT$4.84 billion in 2011 (Table 4).

3.1.

GDP for Tobago are:

Baseline Projections

Consistent with standard practice, a financial programming approach is adopted for the initial projections of the
Tobago economy. More rigorous methods will be used as the available survey data are processed, using surveys conducted
to cover 2009, 2010 and 2011. The baseline assumes that the economy develops as in the past, driven decisively by an
emerging energy sector, so that the trajectory to the future looks very much like that of the past two years, with nothing much
changing in respect of implemented development policy.
The corresponding projections are reported in Table 5. In particular, it is projected that the Tobago economy will generate GDP
of TT$6.3 billion in 2012. Considering the plans of the energy sector in Tobago, the economy will generate a GDP of TT$15.2
billion by 2015.
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Table 4: Updated Estimates of the Economy of Tobago
Nominal Growth Rate
Industry Millions, TT$ Current

Share in GDP

2010

2011

1,384.2

2,065.8

49%

Exploration and Production
Refining (Incl Atlantic LNG)
Petrochemicals
Service Contractors
Distribution
Asphalt Production

1,355.8
NA
NA
NA
27.3
1.1

2,033.2
NA
NA
NA
31.5
1.1

50%
NA
NA
NA
15%
5%

NON-PETROLEUM INDUSTRY

2,238.2

2,580.1

15%

58.9%

53.3%

28.0
0.1
27.9
0.0

32.6
0.1
32.5
0.0

16%
83%
16%

0.7%
0.002%
0.735%

0.7%
0.003%
0.67%

Sugar refineries

0.0

0.0

Cane farming and cultivation

0.0

0.0

Distilleries

0.0

0.0

47.3
15.8
4.1
4.1
0.9
29.4
0.0

44.1
22.1
3.9
3.9
1.1
19.8
0.0

-7%
40%
-4%
-4%
15%
-33%

1.2%
0.4%
0.1%
0.1%
0.024%
0.773%
0.0%

0.9%
0.457%
0.1%
0.1%
0.022%
0.41%
0.0%

1.1

1.1

-3%

0.030%

0.023%

2,162.9
60.0
174.1
122.5
171.5
525.1
328.8
531.3
168.5
141.2

2,503.4
72.0
168.7
124.8
175.1
561.9
493.2
702.4
178.0
99.3

16%
20%
-3%
2%
2%
7%
50%
32%
6%
-30%

56.9%
NA
4.6%
3.2%
4.5%
13.8%
8.6%
14.0%
4.4%
3.7%

51.7%
NA
3.5%
2.6%
3.6%
11.6%
10.2%
14.5%
3.7%
2.1%

NA
180.4

NA
196.9

NA
9.1%

NA

NA

3,802.8

4,842.8

27.4%

PETROLEUM INDUSTRY

Agriculture
Export Agriculture
Domestic Agriculture
Sugar:

Manufacturing 1
Food, Beverages and Tobacco
Textile, Garments and Footwear
Printing, Publishing etc.
Wood and Related Products
Chemicals and Non-Metallic Minerals
Assembly Type and Related Industries
Miscellaneous Manufacturing
Services
Electricity and Water
Construction and Quarrying
Distribution and Restaurants 2
Hotels and Guest Houses
Transport, Storage and Communication
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, etc.
Government
Education and Cultural Services
Personal Services
FISIM 3
Add: VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT)
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

2010
36.4%
35.7%
NA
NA
NA
0.7%
0.03%

2011
42.7%
42.0%
NA
NA
NA
0.7%
0.02%
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Table 5: Projections, Baseline Scenario, Economy Grows as Before
Industry (Millions, TT$) Current
2010
2011P
2012P
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY
1,384.2 2,065.8 3,086.5

2013P
4,615.6

2014P
6,906.7

2015P
10,340.3

Exploration and Production
Refining (Incl Atlantic LNG)
Petrochemicals
Service Contractors
Distribution
Asphalt Production

1,355.8
NA
NA
NA
27.3
1.1

2,033.2
NA
NA
NA
31.5
1.1

3049.1
NA
NA
NA
36.3
1.2

4572.5
NA
NA
NA
41.9
1.2

6857.1
NA
NA
NA
48.3
1.3

10283.3
NA
NA
NA
55.7
1.3

NON-PETROLEUM INDUSTRY

2,238.2

2,580.1

2,976.6

3,436.2

3,968.7

4,585.8

Agriculture
Export Agriculture
Domestic Agriculture
Sugar:
Sugar refineries
Cane farming and cultivation
Distilleries

28.0
0.1
27.9
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

32.6
0.1
32.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

37.9
0.3
37.7
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

44.2
0.5
43.8
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

51.4
0.9
50.9
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

59.8
1.6
59.2
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

Manufacturing 1
Food, Beverages and Tobacco
Textile, Garments and Footwear
Printing, Publishing etc.
Wood and Related Products
Chemicals and Non-Metallic Minerals
Assembly Type and Related Industries
Miscellaneous Manufacturing

47.3
15.8
4.1
4.1
0.9
29.4
0.0
1.1

44.1
22.1
3.9
3.9
1.1
19.8
0.0
1.1

41.2
31.0
3.7
3.7
1.2
13.3

38.5
43.5
3.6
3.6
1.4
9.0

35.9
61.0
3.4
3.4
1.6
6.0

33.5
85.6
3.2
3.2
1.9
4.1

1.1

1.1

1.0

1.0

Services
Electricity and Water
Construction and Quarrying
Distribution and Restaurants 2
Hotels and Guest Houses
Transport, Storage and Communication
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, etc.
Government
Education and Cultural Services
Personal Services

2,162.9
60.0
174.1
122.5
171.5
525.1
328.8
531.3
168.5
141.2

2,503.4
72.0
168.7
124.8
175.1
561.9
493.2
702.4
178.0
99.3

2897.5
86.4
163.5
127.2
178.8
601.2
739.7
928.7
188.0
69.9

3353.6
103.6
158.4
129.6
182.7
643.4
1109.6
1227.8
198.5
49.1

3881.5
124.3
153.5
132.0
186.6
688.5
1664.4
1623.4
209.7
34.6

4492.5
149.1
148.7
134.4
190.5
736.7
2496.6
2146.3
221.5
24.3

FISIM 3
Add: VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT)
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

NA
180.4
3,802.8

NA
196.9
4,842.8

214.9
6,278.0

234.5
8,286.3

256.0
11,131.4

279.4
15,205.4

Continue on Page 56
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NIGEL GARCIA POSES WITH THE HEAVIEST WAHOO (66 LBS 1OZ)

By Steven Valdez.

Team On ‘D Job was rewarded for a hard day’s
work in the annual TTGFA/Budget Marine Blow
Out Wahoo Tournament that was held recently at
the Trinidad and Tobago Yacht Club (TTYC) on
March 22nd and 23rd, 2014.

Fakoory of team Blue Fever placed third with his 56lbs 10oz
catch.
Andrew Valdez won the junior angler prize for his catch of a
46lbs 12ozs Wahoo on the first day and a sailfish, which was
released, unharmed on the second day.

One hundred and thirty-nine anglers competed in
rough waters on twenty-eight boats along the
North Coast and the Grande Boca off Trinidad.
One hundred and fifteen of them were male and
three were female. Twenty-one junior anglers
participated in the annual event.

President of the TTGFA, Marylin Sheppard thanked the title
sponsor Budget Marine, along with other sponsors, Carib Pilsner
Light, John Dickinson & Company and Subway for their
continued support.

Captain of team On ‘D Job, David Duncan along
with his teammates Adam Hive, Rolph Hive and
Nigel Garcia emerged in the number one spot after
they accumulated 256.6 points. They caught three
wahoo on the first day and two on the second.

At the prize giving dinner at the Trinidad & Tobago Yacht Club
(TTYC), Sheppard said that the overall catch was very good with
one thousand, six hundred and eighteen pounds of Wahoo, fiftynine pounds of Kingfish and sixteen pounds of Cavali making the
scale.

Team Moonshadow, captained by Mark Thompson
placed second with 246.25 points followed by team
Trendsetter, captained by George Sheppard in third
with 231.45 points.

She went on to say that one thousand and forty three pounds of
fish was donated to several charities including the Christ Child
Convalescent Home, Rainbow Rescue, St. Dominic’s Home, St.
Jude’s, Battered Women’s’ Home, Blanchisseuse Community
Centre, Sophia House and the Credo Home.

Nigel Garcia of team On ‘D Job won best angler
with his haul of two Wahoo on the first day of the
two-day tournament.
Nigel also won heaviest Wahoo with his 66lbs 1oz
catch. Ajodha Singh on board, Go Up The Road
came second with his 59lbs 7oz Wahoo and Dean

Mr. David Bobb, Director of Sport at the Ministry of Sport, also
attended the prize giving function and the weigh station at the
TTYC marina on both fishing days. Bobb was very high in praise
for the conservation efforts of the TTGFA and the ongoing
encouragement in getting young anglers to participate in their
tournaments.
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8th Annual Los Angeles Chocolate Salon
Natalie Edwards

O

h, what sights and scents to behold in the presence of the ultimate dessert treat:
CHOCOLATE! The 8th Annual Los Angeles Chocolate Salon, presented by Taste TV, was
held on Saturday, September 27, 2014 at the Pasadena Center.

I

f you love sampling chocolate from the local gourmet artisans, this is the place for you!
Everywhere I looked, chocolatiers were happily handing out samples of their gourmet
confections. From chocolates with a hint of pepper, to a melt in your mouth lemony white
chocolate truffle, all of the samples were pure perfection.

I

n addition to so many wonderful chocolate companies,
specialty vendors were also represented. Gourmet Blends
Fine Balsamics and Oils has the most amazing flavor combinations I have ever
tasted and Alquimia Organic Tequila goes down way too smoothly for my own
good! To top it off, New Orleans Bill has a Sweet Potatoe Pecan Cookie that is
not to be missed!

L

ast but not least, Le Cordon Bleu Culinary School was also at
the Chocolate Salon to delight us with their
beautiful chocolate showpieces! Who can eat
such works of art? Hint: I can!
Attending the 8th Annual Chocolate Salon was a
wonderful chocolaty way to spend the afternoon
and be introduced to artisan chocolatiers and
gourmet specialty vendors. If you would like to
purchase artisan treats for your family, friends, or
yourself, please visit the following websites:
Chocolates:
www.ferawyns.com,
MarcoPaoloChocolates.com, Tequila: www.TequilaAlquimia.com,
Sweet Potatoe Cookie: www.orleansbill.com, and Balsamic vinegar & Oils: www.gourmetblends.us
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S TEV EN V ALD EZ

T

he Trinidad and Tobago Game Fishing
Association’s 34th International “Marlin
Madness” tournament that was held on April
29th to May 3rd at Pigeon Point, Tobago was
again a huge success. The Ministry of Sport, the Tobago
House of Assembly and Carib Pilsner Light are the main
sponsors of the tournament.
Captain Farouk Ali and crewmembers of team Victory
made a good start on the opening day by reeling in a
massive seven hundred and seventy-five and a half
pound Atlantic Blue Marlin. Hundreds of locals and
tourists gathered on the iconic Pigeon Point jetty to get
a glimpse of the trophy fish while it was being hoisted
on the IGFA certified scale. This was all being done
under the watchful eye of international judge, Pete
Tyson. However, despite the many rounds of applause
that the big haul created, it did not put team Victory in
a winning position at the end of the first day. Instead, it
was team Houdini, Captained by Alan Fitzwilliam that
had the honour of leading the pack of twenty-three
teams.
Alan, along with crewmember, Christian Valdez had
reeled in two Atlantic Blue Marlins each to put their
team in first position when all lines were pulled in at
four thirty in the afternoon.

Team Houdini had no releases on the second day so
they relieved their top position to Bounty Hunter. By
the third and final day, it was Captain Gerard “Frothy”
de Silva on board his new vessel Gold Spoon, which
stole the show and was awarded best boat of the
tournament.

Captain Gerard “Frothy” de Silva along with
crewmembers David Wong, Andrew Llanos, Adrian de
Silva, Shammon Walker and Roderick Joseph released a
record nine billfish: four Blue Marlins and five Sailfish
over the three-day tournament.

Team Blue Fever 2 captained by Travis Ali placed
second overall with GiGi 2 captained by Winston Chonh
Ashing in third place.

At the prize-giving function, which was held at Crown Point
Hotel, the Director of Sport at the Ministry of Sport of
Trinidad & Tobago, Dave Bobb, thanked the many anglers
that came from all parts of the globe to participate in the
annual event. Some travelled from as far away as the
United States of America, the United Kingdom, Scotland
and other parts of the Caribbean.

Of the one hundred and fifteen anglers, only one was
female and two were junior anglers. Between them all,
they released a record eighty-three billfish: sixty-six Blue
Marlins and seventeen Sailfish. Only one Blue Marlin made
it to the scale as the minimum weight was increased by the
TTGFA from five hundred pounds to seven hundred pounds
this year. In all, there were more than two hundred billfish
strikes.
Gordon Dalgliesh, on board Bald Head was named best
overall angler and Eleza Tafovic of team Full Circle copped
the best female angler prize.

Adam Aleong of team Barracuda won the best junior angler
prize.

The year 2013 was an eventful year for the Trinidad and
Tobago game fishing fraternity as a grander was caught for
the first time in any Southern Caribbean tournament.
Young Brendan Bernard of Trinidad reeled the monster
catch in on board Predator. In 2008, the junior Atlantic Blue
Marlin world record was broken by another Trinidad born
angler, Sean Mendonca. With this year’s big catch, Tobago
is once again on the world map as one of the top fishing
destinations.

At the prize-giving function, the president of the TTGFA,
Marylin Sheppard complimented the teams for their
outstanding performances in breaking all previous records
for total billfish caught in any tournament in Tobago and
reminded anglers that the future of the sport relies on
them using circle hooks. She pointed out to anglers that
these hooks are more successful than J hooks in hook up
ratio and the fish almost never get deep hooked.
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CAPTION: 2014 TTGFA “MARLIN MADNESS” WINNER, TEAM GOLD SPOON COLLECT
THEIR PRIZES AT PRIZE GIVING FUNCTION AT CROWN POINT HOTEL.
On the night, the TTGFA also
gave a donation of TT$10,000
to Healing with Horses charity
in Tobago.
Sheppard thanked the many
sponsors
including
the
Ministry of Sport, the Tobago
House of Assembly, Carib
Pilsner Light, Digicel, PetroCanada,
Standard
Motor
Supplies Ltd, Evian, Gatorade,
Reel Tackle & Seafood Ltd,
Casafab Ltd and Black Bart
lures.
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The best of fashion, food
& entertainment.
You are invited to
Re-experience Tobago
Fashion Coda!
Tobago Fashion Coda returned,
and brought fashion, food and
entertainment –
The
event
provided guests with a triple
treat. On Thursday 24.04.2014,
Tobago Fashion Coda arrived in
Tobago
as
an
attractive
compliment to the Tobago Jazz
Experience (April 19th – 27th).
Tobago Fashion Coda was a
premium
all-inclusive
event
featuring the best in fashion
from our twin-island Republic.
Themed - Tobago Love, the
second
year
of the event
brought a creative platform
where
fashion,
food,
entertainment
and
tourism
combined
to
produce
an
exciting,
first-class
tourism
product.
This experience showcased not
only fashion, but also the best of
Tobagonian
gourmet
food
provided
by
the
Tobago
Hospitality
and
Tourism
Institute.
Tobago
Fashion
produced by DG

Coda
was
Events. DG
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Events Chief Executive Officer, Don
Grant shares, “Tobago Fashion
Coda’s second edition received
tremendous support – more and
more our vision of marketing
Tobago’s tourism was embraced.
This event blended the best of
Tobago with the best of fashion,
food
and
entertainment
–
definitely a winning combination.
Moreover, it was night of beauty,
elegance and a glimpse into how
Tobago can be rebranded for a
new clientele.”
Designers
The
show
was
designed to be a dynamic mix of
the best in fashion from our
designers. Look out for Tobago
based designers - Delia Alleyne,
Kaj Designs with Koko Karibi
Designs (jewelry) and Monika
Schenkel (jewelry). Also on the
runway, Trinidad based designers
- Peter Elias Designs, Heather
Jones Designs, Christian Boucaud
Designs,
Noor,
Millhouse
Menswear,
Ecliff
Elie,
Shaun
Griffith-Perez, Saleem Samuel and
Claudia Pegus Designs.

Partners - The Ministry of Tourism and the
Tobago House of Assembly have shown
tremendous support for Tobago Fashion Coda
2014. This event was an innovative effort
towards forging a tourism based product that
excels in dynamism, creativity, high quality and
value as new efforts were made to increase
visitor arrivals to Tobago. Also partnering for
the event the Magdalena Grand Beach & Golf
Resort and the Tobago Hospitality & Tourism
Institute.
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I

n sidewalk cracks, the clefts of rocks
and the roadside around Parlatuvier grows a
little known plant referred to as indigo. Though
an unmistakable part of our village’s history,
this plant grows unacknowledged and relatively
unknown despite its status in former colonial
times.
In the colonial period, the indigo plant was the
king of plants, and it was grown and processed
for a naturally occurring product in its leaves
called glycoside indicant.

Several species of indigofera are used to
alleviate pain, and the herbs are generally
regarded as possessing anti-inflammatory
properties and were used for toothache, insect
stings, snakebites, swellings and in the
treatment of ringworm, in addition to its dye
uses.

Our African ancestors used it in the making of
amulets and pouches that were fastened onto
the clothing of babies to
ward off evil and is
In those days, the I N D IG O A N D T HE PA RLA T U VI E R today synthesized to the
color blue was
“indigo blue” that is
CO MMU N I T Y
extremely
rare
found
in
the
and could only be
supermarket and used in
found in plants of
the washing and care of
the
indigofera
our “white clothes” and
B y St ac y He r b e r t
genus and woad.
the blue demin jeans.
Indigofera
Indigo was also the
however, has a
foundation of centurieslarger concentration of the derivative, hence
old textile traditions throughout West Africa
colonial masters began its production in the
and clothes dyed with indigo signified wealth.
Caribbean and it was considered as the second
most important cash crop. Between late 1600
and 1780 under British rule, it is estimated that
approximately 27,000 tonnes of indigo were
exported each year from Tobago, and this
production was done in particular parts of
Tobago namely, Friendship Estate in Canaan,
Mason Hall and in Parlatuvier. In fact, this is
hinted in our historically names “Indigo Walk”
in Parlatuvier where one can find the ruins of
what is said to have once been an indigo
factory.
Indigofera is a large genus of about 700 species
of flowering plants belonging to the pea or
legume family and there has been two genus
found in Parlatuvier, indigofera astragalina and
indigofera suffruticosa.
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Secretary-Stacy Herbert

Women dyed the cloth in most areas, with
the Yoruba of Nigeria and the Mandingo
of Mali particularly well known for their
expertise.
In the Parlatuvier Village Council’s bid to
sustainably develop our community, we
have elected to establish a natural dye
industry around our indigo history and
traditions in keeping with the new focus
of our Tobago House of Assembly
Division of Tourism is to promote Tobago
based on our history and culture; and our
culture and history in Parlatuvier is tied
to this plant.

Within the next three months there will be training
sessions focusing on indigo tie dye and other forms
of dyeing at the Parlatuvier Multipurpose Facility.
We urge you to participate in these sessions in an
exciting bid to sustainably develop our area, the
Parlatuvier Community.
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Customer Service is the primary objective in any business or
establishment, and excellence in customer service is dictated by
customer experience anywhere in the world.

I

t is not all about aesthetics or landscaping,
and although some of these are welcoming
and helpful to produce a vibrant business,
today’s customer demands more. When
customers enter a facility, they do not want to be
viewed as a number. Relationships are vital to
expand and maintain a customer-base in a
business: private or government, customers
expect to be received warmly and served
promptly.
In order to achieve, and exceed excellence in
customer service, a focus on the concierge
experience should be a benchmark on how each
employee should be educated to welcome and
serve customers at all times, not some of the
time.
Employees and associates should address
customers in a professional manner; and at the
end of the transaction thank the customer for
choosing to patronize that business.

By Hyacinth Baird-James

Recognizing that customers have a choice is the
first step to valuing that the consumer chose your
business. Learning to engage customers is part of
the fabric of a business. Engagement at every level
and throughout the customer’s stay in your
business is value-added service. If excellence in
customer service is demonstrated effectively from
the top down, leadership can reshape the culture
of the organization.
Employees who engage with each other will
engage with the customer. This is at the
foundation of excellence. If the customer is
waiting, the employee should make eye contact
and smile to help the customer feel welcomed and
be at ease.
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BEYOND SELF
GOVERNMENT
BY Reginald O. Phillips

Courtesy of Google

What will be new?
Inspite of the rumbling and grumbling by
Mr. London, it seems hardly likely that the
constitutional changes envisaged for Tobago will be
done in isolation. We continue to forget that changes
in the status of Tobago will affect Trinidad and the
thousands of Tobagonians domiciled in Trinidad. It
is more than likely therefore that the Central
Government will present to the country a full
package for National Constitutional reform of which
the Tobago case will be a part.
This seems to be the logical approach that
will be taken.
However, documents have been prepared,
papers have been submitted, and Bills have been
drafted, all related to the format and content of
Internal Self Government for Tobago. These
presentations have been variously supported or
opposed by the contending political forces of the
day. Deafening silence prevails however on the
possible way that Tobago can reorganize the status
quo to catapult our space into that portion of the
international
landscape
where
happiness,
contentment, and overall sanity prevails. Apart from
the much anticipated chest-beating bravado that will
be created, therefore, this achievement seems to be
an ideal opportunity for Tobago to formulate policies
that will result in better governance, to institute a
Public Service that is relevant to our times, and to

inculcate youth behaviour patterns, from early to later
school life, that will impact positively on a Tobago that
will make us all feel proud. In other words, our impending
self governing status will allow us a welcome opportunity
to recreate the Tobagonian character that we often
romanticize.
An early clarion call must therefore be made so
that our reformed constitution meets us in a state of
readiness. How will our affairs be funded? How will
wastage be avoided? How will productivity be enhanced?
How can governance structures be made responsive to
changing needs?
One of the major considerations that has not arisen
in the conversations so far is the cost of running the new
Tobago. For starters, we must trim the fat from both the
political directorate and the public service. Much thought
must also go into the product of our school system.
Solutions must be advanced to ensure that our Primary
Schools turn out literate pre-teens, and our Secondary
graduates are drafted into a compulsory national service
scheme where they are exposed to the world beyond
school and where the habits of acceptable levels of
discipline are inculcated in them.
The Tobagonian who takes up full employment
and the responsibility of raising a family must be one fully
grounded in the niceties of life and an appreciation of fairplay.
The negative aspects of the Party Political System
have demonstrated quite clearly that our Colonial
inheritance in the area of governance is woefully out of
place in our environment. A new system of governance
must be employed but must achieve the precise goals that
are the intent of what we attempt to do at present.
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At least three areas of change need to be
considered:
1. The 12- man elected THA should
be replaced by a 5-man Island Management
Committee responsible for planning and policy
formulation.
2. A reorganized public service must
be
instituted
with
responsibility
of
implementation of plans and adherence to
policy.
3. Monthly meetings of Community
Representatives must monitor the Island
Management Committee and the Public Service
through reports and discussion.
The method of selecting the Island
Management Committee must be thoroughly
discussed but the minimum criteria for all
aspirants must include:
A minimum academic level of a Masters
degree
Some recognized level of involvement in
volunteerism
Membership in a religious grouping or
church.
Ownership of property in Tobago.
A minimum of five years as a recognized
resident of Tobago.
The mechanism for the selection or election of
the Island Management Committee will be
determined by the Elections and Boundaries
Commission or some other appropriate
independent body.

communities must have voluntary membership and
must play a significant role in dispute resolution,
environmental matters, sport and culture, recreation,
social services, and overall literacy. Officers will
receive a stipend to cover expenses.
Similar departures from the current norm must be
made in aspects of life that impact on new standards to
ensure that the reform process is not a hollow political
experience. The school curriculum, the work ethic, the
justice system, must all be revisited together with the
introduction of social programs for vulnerable groups
and an economic plan that seeks to support basic
needs before grander expectations are contemplated.
Tobago must benefit from the vast array of talents that
abound in Tobagonians. There is high level expertise
in every sphere of activity. Finance committees, Sport
committees,
Education
committees,
Health
committees, Food production committees, etc can all
be created out of the pool of qualified and experienced
Tobagonians at home and abroad.
It is amazing that while so much preparatory work
remains undone a vicious fight is ongoing for the
delivery of Internal Self-Government. We must be
made aware that a change in constitutional status
without the necessary mechanisms to change our very
way of life will only usher in a new period of
frustration and added confusion in Tobago.
Let us hasten cautiously. The achievement of SelfGovernance must not catch us unprepared.

The Public Service must be leaner and made
smarter by regular training and exposure to
current systems of management.
The greater challenge may be the division of the
island into appropriate electoral communities
from which representatives will emerge for the
monitoring
exercises.
The
electoral
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R I S K A N D R E W A R D IN P U B L IC LI F E

I

By Andre Phillips
am observing unusual phenomena in the
politics and governance of this country.

information submitted, could fall into the hands of persons
with evil intentions.

Like many others have already concluded,

The recent ruling by the court in respect of the UTT board

expect the unexpected from our People's

transaction related to housing Juliana Pena, spiritual

Partnership government. The unexpected of this

adviser to former PM Manning is likely to reduce the pool

month is the upholding of a judicial decision to

of able and experienced citizens to direct government

allow the former UTT Board to face charges

policy in state enterprises. Frankly, I am unaware of any

related to wastage of public monies between 2006
and

2010.

I have keenly observed the vicissitudes of life as a
board member in the state enterprise sector of Trinidad
and Tobago. Board members have to navigate a course
of behaviour partly regulated by the State Enterprises
Performance Manual, the Integrity in Public Life Act
and inevitably the whims of the Minister to whom the
Board reports. I have served on four state boards under
three different administrations. My first stint in the
capacity as a person in public life began in 1996 as a
board member of Tourism and Industrial Development
Company (TIDCO) when Basdeo Panday was Prime
Minister. My last board appointment ended in 2013. In
each stint, the uniqueness of Minister and

Board

relationship was quite obvious.
Within the last decade, some very suitable candidates
have rejected offers to serve on State Boards, given the
confidential disclosures required in fulfilling the
requirements of the Integrity in Public Life Act. This
annual exercise often provokes much anxiety among
some

board

colleagues

who

fear

confidential

state company that has filed a lawsuit against any of its
former board directors. This is what has happened in this
case. The lawsuit filed in 2012 was actually filed in the
name of the University of Trinidad and Tobago. The
defendants listed are Professor Kenneth Julien, former
Chairman and its six other board members. Each person is
individually

liable

in

this

matter.

Precedence was set in the Eric Williams administration for
close interaction between Minister and Board Chairman
and this has continued as a regular practice. The problem
arises when the dictates of the Minister are subject to
rubber-stamping by the other board members. This is
primarily because the convention among ruling parties in
T&T governance system favours appointment of chairmen
of state enterprises from

known supporters or even

members of the ruling party.
The former UTT board members are now faced with legal
action which seeks to recover almost $12M from the
group of seven for their unlawful actions between 2006
and 2010. The Court of Appeal comprising Ivor Archie,
Nolan Bereaux and Gregory Smith, recently heard a
procedural appeal, arising out of the judgment of Vashiest
Kokaram in the High Court on April 11, 2014. Kokaram
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had rejected a claim by the defendants that the
lawsuit had no merit and should be struck out. The
judge had stated that there was more than sufficient
evidence for the claim to go forward. The former
board members (with the exception of Ken Julien)
had appealed this decision to the Court of
Appeal,

but lost according to a report in the

Trinidad Express.

execute a lease, far less collect lease rent”
Ramlogan had previously secured a landmark court decision
to lift the four year limit for investigations into wrongdoings
by board directors in state enterprises. That earlier decision
and the ruling by the Judges in this UTT case will cause much
unease for the board directors who served in state enterprises
under the PNM administration, if Ramlogan decides to extend
his probes to other enterprises in the next twelve months. In

Of course, the Attorney General was able to milk

fact, should UTT board members lose this case, board

the neutrality of the upheld ruling linking it to the

members in other state enterprises under probe would be

PM's determination to probe wrongdoing in state

obliged to look for good legal counsel. Two others are very

enterprises which she expressed early in her tenure.

topical with the Attorney General, ETECK also headed by

“It also repels the argument and criticism of the

Prof Kenneth Julien and Petrotrin led by Malcolm Jones, its

PNM that these probes were some sort of witch-

Executive Chairman in the last PNM administration.

hunt and that there was no justification or basis in
these matters being pursued in court ... the decision
again represents judicial endorsement of the merit
of the claim” stated Mr. Ramlogan.

State enterprises are not properly constituted without a board
in place. However, it seems the time is fast approaching when
the appointees would need to weigh the risks of prosecution
via two routes - violations of the Integrity in Public Life Act

In the judgment by the learned jurists, it was

where the violations are more akin to unjust enrichment, and

identified that the UTT board ignored the findings

possible prosecution for breaching their fiduciary duty to be

of the legal department of the University as pertains

proper guardians of the public monies which are utilized in the

to the defects in the lease document for the Aripo

respective state enterprises.

guesthouse. The board made reference to the report
in their decision to spend $10million to refurbish
leased property which appeared to be for the
enjoyment of Juleana Pena since the management
reports of UTT indicated that the only occupant for
an extensive period was Pena and her companion.
Ramlogan in his press conference actually put it this
way “this arrangement was not designed to keep
political guests and friends, but rather visiting
lecturers and members of staff of the University. He
added that the basis of the lawsuit was also that the
person who leased it (to the university) did not own
the property and therefore had no authority to
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WITH 14 PICKS IS IT TIME FOR TOBAGO
TO SEND ITS OWN TEAM TO CARIFTA?
By Clayton Clarke

F

ourteen (14) ......yes 14....Tobago athletes earned
spot on this country's contingent to the annual
Carifta Games held in Martinque in April. The
number represents possibly the highest ever and
seems to finally reflect the dominance shown by Tobago
at the National Secondary Schools Track and Field
Championships. The national team selection comes
despite the fact that the Carifta trials were held a mere
two days apart from the Secondary Schools Champs. The
close proximity of the two meets posed a challenge
especially to Tobago athletes who would have journeyed
to Trinidad on Tuesday and compete on Wednesday and
Thursday and then had then had to decide if to return to
Tobago late on Thursday and journey back to Trinidad on

to 1147 at the end of the meet . Oh the second place district, Toco
collected 681.5 to barely get to Tobago's first day standings. Full
commendations must be given the teachers and officials who
organize and supervise our Secondary Schools charges. Those of
the past and the present. Hats off to you. The success is no doubt
an all round effort with the coaches, teachers, the Division of
Education, Youth Affairs and Sports all of whom plan and execute
duties before and in Trinidad. Tobago's success in track and field is
not just at Carifta. At the 2009 World Championships two of three
medals won by T&T were to Tobago competitors Josanne Lucas and
Renny Quow. At the 2011 Worlds the lone medal came Tobago's
way through Kelly-Ann Baptiste. At the London Olympics in 2012
this country's lone individual track medal was won by Tobagonian
Lalonde Gordon. Baptiste and Semoy Hackett also became this
country's first ever female Olympic finalists.

Friday or spent another night away from their homes in
Trinidad. While several top junior athletes in Trinidad did
not compete at the Schools meet opting to focus on the
Carifta trials many of the Tobago athletes were not
afforded that luxury. But was it a luxury? The 14 athletes
who earned Carifta picks seemed to sort of defy all that
the devils seemed to put in the way of Tobago athletes
succeeding or the challenging hurdles put in their way
only to strengthen resolve and focus.

So our athletes have been doing well and if we don't know their
success has been catching the attention of the region and the
world. There is now a need for the other factors, stakeholders as
the professionals say, to step up. The coordination, respect and
belief in ourselves as Tobagonians need to rise. Our athletes are
showing that we are no less than anyone else in the WORLD. And
now the our Carifta figures have reached to 14, more than many
of the countries who are competing, it may be time for Tobago to
consider sending its own team to the regional Games. The vision
rekindled by Assistant Secretary for Education, Youth

While the national medal haul at the Carifta Games has
been dwindling in recent years the performance of
Tobago athletes has been on the rise. At the 2012 edition
in Bermuda Tobago athletes won four of T&T's six gold
medals. One year later in the Bahamas four of the eight
titles won went to Tobago. While the governance of track
and field is centered in Trinidad with a minority input
from Tobago officials the sport seems to be blossoming
on the island. The success has come with its severe
challenges. The long and protracted relaying of the track
at the Dwight Yorke Stadium that seem to be going on
and on. The unavailability of adequate jumps and
throwing areas around the island, especially at the
schools, continues to be problem. The death of the
Tobago Athletic Committee and the inherent deficiencies
that have resulted and continue to plague the
administration of the sport on the island. Despite all of
this our secondary schools athletes continue to dominate
at the national level winning a 23rd straight national title
in March. But the win is not all. At the end of the first day
Tobago amassed 673 points and almost double the tally

Affairs and Sports Jomo Pitt to have Tobago teams in the various
sporting disciplines will not just serve Tobago well but the country
as a whole. Let me put forward some reasons for case. At the 2012
Carifta Tobago athletes would have finish third on the medal table
behind Jamaica and Bahamas (and ahead of Trinidad) and in 2013
fifth. In addition, our athletes continue to travel to Trinidad to
compete at the Carifta trials with no opportunity for their
performances at home to be taken in consideration. After selection
there is the further burden to having to got to Trinidad to train
with the rest of the team. With school examinations (internal, CXC,
CAPE) parents have concerns with the time lost from school and
study and the arrangements to alleviate the inconvenience. In
addition coaches will have the chance to work and travel with their
charges to Carifta Games, a benefit to both athletes and coaches.
As our athletes continue to impress us let us impress upon all
concerned so that we move with the times and continue to take
charge of our destiny as Tobagonians. It is not only politics and
power that will bring the changes we all desire. Let us look at the
power that sports has to move the political and economic hinges in
our beloved island (which can be squeaky at times). Let set a time,
maybe 2020. Let's imagine the headlines…"Tobago debuts at
Carifta-Games."
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IT means a lot to be king and
queen of track and field among
juniors, Jamaicans know that very
well, given their dominance of the
Carifta Games. At least ten
Tobagonian athletes this century
can relate to this experience and
the benefits associated with such

What is specifically noteworthy is that
Tobago has produced gold medals at
four consecutive Carifta Games. This
consistency is to my mind, partly
attributed to world class coaching led
by the Franklin brothers operating in
rudimentary facilities on our island.
These guys and the other dedicated

AT H L E T I C S U P R E M A C Y
By Andre Phillips

success. Fourteen Tobago athletes
participated in the Carifta Games
in Martinique over the Easter
weekend as part of the T&T 68member team. The contingent
returned home with 25 medals
including six gold and earned
second place behind the dominant
Jamaicans.
The Carifta team that boasts the
best juniors in the land included
Tobagonians, Kenijah Williams,
Chelsea James, Tyrick Horsford,
Frank Stanisclaus, Asha James,
Khemani Roberts, Anya Akili,
Dwight St Hillaire, Zakiya Denoon,
Aaron Lewis, Omari Benoit, Edson
Moses,
Anduwelle
Wright,
Shaquille Waithe and Akini Hislop.
Seven of these Tobago athletes
returned with medals including
relay medals. Chelsea James on her
third trip to Carifta equalled the
record of most medals earned by a
Tobagonian field athlete in a
Carifta competition when she
copped gold in the shot put and
silver in the discus. She has now
earned three gold medals and six
overall and can compete for two
more years in that class before

moving up to the Under 20 (Senior Girls).

Sheldon Waithe, who finished 5th in last
year’s event in the Under 20 (Senior Boys),
captured the gold in javelin, hurling the
spear 67 metres. Kenijah Wiliams, a former
gold medallist, captured silver in shot put
in the senior boys’ competition. He is the
second ranked shot putter in the entire
Caribbean. Anduelle Wright who has a
trophy cabinet with precious gold, silver
and bronze from three previous visits
ended his junior boys’ campaign with silver
but produced a personal best of 7.38
metres in the long jump. These four
athletes have done enough to earn picks
for the World Junior Championships in the
USA in July.
Congratulations are in order for other
medallists: Zakiya Denoon picked up relay
medals in both 4x100metres and
4x400metres Under 20 competition. New
boy Omari Benoit also secured bronze in
the U18 high jump, while Akini Hislop
gained a medal in the U18 4x 100 metres
relay. Creditable performances were
recorded by most of the other national
athletes from Tobago.

professionals who assist Tobago
athletes have unearthed a success
formula that is the envy of several
small islands in the Caribbean
competition.
Carifta team selection often depends
on the quality of the Tobago team
performance in the National Secondary
School Track and Field Finals at Hasely
Crawford Stadium which features the
best of the eight educational divisions.
Yet again, Tobago captured the title for
track and field supremacy, securing an
improvement in the points earned and
widening the gap between themselves
and the nearest rival division. It was
the 24th
consecutive win in this
competition which started when Mr.
Robinson was Prime Minister and
nursing wounds inflicted by the
Muslimeen uprising. I recall a Tobago
activist urging the athletes to take
revenge in the competition - it inspired
a win and Tobago has never looked
back since then.
Perhaps the time has come to lobby
for two Tobago divisions in terms of
track and field. Such a split is likely to
produce more benefits for the athletes
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in the medium to long term. The major
negative with that consideration, if accepted
by education authorities, is that Tobago may
never win the national title again. On the
other hand, our pool of top flight athletes
will increase, giving more opportunity for
Tobago to be represented on national teams
for age group competitions. Tobago Division
like other divisions is allowed two entrants
per event and this is more detrimental to
Tobago than any other district. It means for
all these years we have reigned supreme
several good athletes have been denied
exposure to top flight competition and
opportunities to boost their trophy cabinets
at home.
Another factor to weigh is the track and field
evolution with clubs and schools. In 1991,
there were only five secondary schools
including one private secondary consistently
producing team members on the Tobago
contingent. Today, the Tobago Secondary
School Finals attract all eight government
schools requiring a higher level of planning
and coordination. In 1991 most student
athletes were not registered with the two
clubs Zenith and Western Springfield. Today,
the majority of student athletes are
members of clubs namely Zenith, Falcons
and Cougars.
I am advised that it is not uncommon for
Tobago athletes who have not made the
island team for National School finals to
outperform secondary school medal winners

in local meets or Carifta trials. Clearly our stable is expanding
significantly while opportunities and financial resources needed to
optimize competitiveness have not kept pace. The time will soon come
when qualifying marks rather than event-placing will be the key
determinant for selection to the Tobago Division team in secondary
school sports, unless we are able to create two zones i.e. Tobago
North and Tobago South.
Finally, I make reference to a suggestion made in my Tobago News
column when I saluted our success in the 2013 school finals. The
relevant authorities “should seek to raise the status of Tobago
Secondary School Championships such that victory in Tobago almost
equals the joy of national track and field success. We can also move to
promote and execute an Annual Tobago Age Group Athletic
Championships.”
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I

t is with disbelief that I read an article on October 17,
2014, regarding the withdrawal of the West Indies
cricket team from its tour of India. I remained in disbelief
pending further evidence which has since assured that this
disgrace has occurred. Shocking cannot capture the gravity
of this matter.

THE WEST INDIES
WITHDRAWAL FROM INDIA

Do the West Indies Cricket Board (WICB), the players
association (WIPA) and all others associated with this not
understand!

By Mervyn O’Neil

Do they not understand what C.L.R. James is saying in
Beyond A Boundary? Do they not understand the role of
cricket in the West Indies in the context of a
people emerging from slavery, indenture and
colonialism? Do they not understand 1st World
and 3rd World implications? Do they not
understand Sir Frank Worrell’s victory?

Let them ask Lord Kitchener, Lord Beginner and
so many others!

There seems to be a pandemic among Black
nations which needs to be arrested. There was a
similar embarrassment averted in Brazil when
special clearance had to be arranged for a “Plane
load of money” to be brought into Brazil in
response to a similar situation between players
and their governing body during the recent World
Cup Tournament. And, this plane load of money
incident was associated with only one of three
aborted mutinies by African teams. At least,
those African nations stand head and shoulders
above the West Indies when compared to this withdrawal
of the West Indies cricket team from India.

There are some major disconnects. The Prime Minister of
Trinidad and Tobago intervened into the Soca Warriors
matter, and that is small compared to this. Here, not a
single West Indian head of state intervened before this
catastrophe in India. This is symptomatic of greater
problems. It speaks to matters of incompetence, Fiats, Fiefs,
Fiefdoms and a mercenary culture which is now overly
pervasive.

The statement from India as it appears in print is less than
diplomatic. But, this has been done with pointed purpose.
All West Indians must understand that! Damage control at
the highest levels must come into play, and this is only for
starters.

The West Indian people have suffered a major setback
regardless of howsoever this unfolds. But, how this matter is
handled will determine immediate impact and lasting severity
– but it will not go away. The records will show that the West
Indies Cricket Team withdrew from a tour of India in 2014 –
and not because of Ebola.

This is not cricket!

The pun is not intended to make light but to emphasize that
cricket is more than what happens on the field. Sir Frank
Worrell understood that. India understands this quite well. It
is ironic that the West Indies chose this stage to highlight its
misunderstanding by allowing such an embarrassment to
occur there.
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The purpose of this motion is to place a
substantial part of the responsibility for the
conduct of Tobago’s affairs fairly and
squarely where it belongs; that is to say, in
the hands of the residents of Tobago
themselves. This is not secession, sedition
or separation. It is rather a matter of
historical justice. It is consistent with
contemporary notions of human rights and
it accords with realism. The purpose of the
motion is to enable the people of Tobago
to discharge their responsibilities to
themselves and to the people of Trinidad in
a united Trinidad and Tobago and to the
Caribbean as a whole. What the motion
seeks is a more just, a more realistic and,
consequently, a more lasting basis of unity
between the peoples of the two islands. A
unity which is not based on justice, on
human rights and on realism is no real
unity and will not last. What the motion
seeks is an enduring unity, a framework
which could establish an acceptable model
for unity in the Caribbean as a whole.
It is safe to say that no single island in the
Caribbean, however large or small, would
accept Tobago’s present status. I challenge
anyone to contradict that statement.
Tobago does not accept it. Let the people
of Trinidad know, let the people of the
Caribbean know, let the people of the
world know; Tobago does not accept its
present status. I go further and I say –

nobody else would accept it. Trinidad
certainly would not accept it; Barbados
or would not; Jamaica certainly not; nor
would Grenada, St. Kitts, Antigua,
Anguilla or Montserrat; not the biggest,
not the smallest, not the least, would
accept Tobago’s present status.
It is important at the outset to make
known a few physical facts of
comparison in relation to Tobago and
other Caribbean islands. An article in
the Barbados Sunday Advocate of
September 26, 1976, described Tobago
as “nothing and nowhere. Tobago”, it
went on, “is more romance and history
than it is a place.” That is Tobago
through our neighbour’s window. Yet
Tobago is little smaller than Barbados
itself. Barbados is 166 square miles;
Tobago is about the size of Grenada –
120 square miles – almost twice the
size of St. Kitts, which is 68 square
miles; larger than Antigua, 108 square
miles; more than three times the size of
Montserrat, 39 square miles and in fact
larger than any of the Leeward Islands.
…
If, as Vidia Naipaul has said, “the
Caribbean is the Third World’s Third
World”, Tobago is the Caribbean’s
Third World. No island in the
Caribbean – possibly none in the world
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– has been the object of so much
international rivalry and imperialist
ambitions; none so much the victim
of colonial exploitation and neglect;
none has been so kicked around like
a political football. It is the only
island in the Caribbean where the
masses of its people never had any
say whatever in the determination of
their destiny. For while Tobago had
self-governing institutions nearly
200 years before Trinidad, it was a
government of the plantocracy and
of the Colonial Office. Selfgovernment in a modern democratic
sense has been a thing unknown to
Tobagonians. Everybody else has
had a substantial say in the
determination of the destiny of
Tobago except the masses of the
people who live on the island.
The purpose of this motion is to
correct this unsatisfactory course of
events and let me make it absolutely
clear, whatever the outcome of this
motion, whether the members
opposite vote for it or against it, the
fact of the matter is that from today
self-government for Tobago is on
the national agenda and it will not
be off the national agenda until it
has been achieved. …
Tobago’s struggle is Trinidad’s
struggle. It is a struggle of the
underprivileged
in
Trinidad.
Tobago’s struggle for a position in
the sun, for attention to its problems
must do good, must be of benefit to
the people of Trinidad who are
struggling for attention to their
problems. Tobago’s struggle is the
Caribbean’s the struggle; Tobago’s
struggle is the Third World’s
struggle. And I repeat: if as Naipaul
said, “The Caribbean is the Third
World’s Third World”, Tobago is
the Caribbean’s Third World.

Let me end by saying this. I have deemed it a
great honor and a great privilege to be the
mover of this motion today on what is and
must be a most historic occasion. I hope that I
have done justice to my constituents, to the
people of Tobago as a whole and to the people
of Trinidad and the Caribbean. As I researched
into the subject over the last few weeks new
dimensions opened up to me and I can say that
the history of Tobago, when properly written,
will teach every lesson that should be learnt by
the West Indian child. It will show how the
slave of today can be the slave-owner of
tomorrow; how the anti-imperialist of
yesterday can become the imperialist of today.
It will show how racism and colonialism have
nothing to do with geographical position or the
colour of one’s skin. It will show how today’s
prosperity is no guarantee for tomorrow and
how the surest way to continuing prosperity is
the careful husbandry of present resources,
however plentiful. It will teach the universality
of human nature and of human aspirations,
reliance on principles in government rather
than on men and, it will teacher that power,
where ever and by whomever held, can be
abused. These are some of the lessons of
Tobago’s history and if, in the course of
dealing with Tobago’s problems, these lessons
can be demonstrated to the Caribbean child and
to the outside world, then we who are engaged
in the struggle will have played our part.
I end by emphasizing that whatever the fate
of this motion, whether the Honourable
Members opposite oppose it or accept it, it
will be on the national agenda from today and
it will continue to be on the national agenda
until – with the help of Almighty God –
justice and internal self-government are
brought to the people of Tobago.
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ANR Robinson

MEMORIES
The passing of A.N.R.
By Reginald O.Phillips
When I think of him, I picture him playing
childhood games at school, reciting poems and
tables, singing lustily the Colonial songs uplifting
the king and the British Empire. When I think of
him, I see in my mind’s eye a country student
dressed the part, spick and span, on the way to
school in town, behaving in manner demanded by
parents of the day……….Obedient, respectful,
mannerly, and kind.
When I think of him, I try to imagine a youngster
from Castara, from Bishops High School, leaving
Tobago for the Empire city of London, taking the
home training, the school pledges, the
neighbourhood advice and general village
upbringing; taking all of this burden of
preparation to a distant land where the elitism, the
sophistication of our Colonial masters would
form the super structure on this tribal foundation.
I remember him coming home full of
qualifications on paper and knowledge in mind,
expecting the old Tobago to welcome its long lost
son. I remember this brilliant graduate of
Economics and Political Science being humbled
on the altar of politics by one A.P.T. James who
could hardly spell the word university, who never
knew where Bishops High School was located. I
remember him bouncing back from that defeat
and rising dramatically in political prestige to the
point of openly challenging the might of the Doc
(Eric Williams) and placing Tobago snugly in his
pocket, so to speak. I relive the memory of
Tobago East being dubbed D.A.C. City with
Elvira Job, Byron and Bovell fighting like the

three musketeers to enhance and preserve the
dignity of the man.
I can still hear the echo of that Tobago voice in
the hallowed halls of Parliament presenting an
unchallengeable motion for Self- Government
for his homeland. I recall the obstinacy of a
President standing in defiance of those who
made him President, pointing out to his
principals the error of their ways, quoting
streams into rivers and rivers into seas as
justification for his stance.
Greater mortals stood in awe as this Castara
kid convinced the United Nations of the
wisdom of creating and establishing an
International Court of Justice to hound and
punish even criminals with no home base.
I still hear the reverberating order of the
Commander-in-chief instructing his soldiers to
disregard his personal safety and ATTACK
WITH FULL FORCE.

This is the man I remember!

This is the Statesman the world has recently
buried!
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Never make someone
a priority when all you
are to them is an
option

Prejudice is a burden that
confuses the past,
threatens the future and
renders the present
inaccessible

Remembering
Maya Angelou

April 24,
1928
If
you
d on 't
li k e
something, change it. If
you can't change it,
change your attitude.

Try to be a rainbow in
someone’s cloud.

May 28,
2014

My mother said I must
always be intolerant of
ignorance but
understanding of
illiteracy.
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REMEMBERING MAYA ANGELOU (MARGUERITE JOHNSON)

Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou, Amiri Baraka and Langston Hughes are the three Black Americans referred
to in the lines below from the sonnet, Poetic Linkage which appears in Volume 6 of The
Tobago Voice magazine.
Oh! What a wonderful sight to behold
One that fills the heart and soul
Defying a better script;

Members of the Black Poets’ Band
Amiri and Maya hand in hand
Dancing in joy on Langston’s crypt;
Mervyn O’Neil
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Maya Angelou died on May 28, 2014. Now, along with the other two, she has left an illustrious crypt for humanity’s dance.

Maya Angelou is best known for her autobiographical work I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. The title for this work is drawn
from the poem Sympathy by poet, Paul Laurence Dunbar.

Paul Laurence Dunbar

Sympathy
I know why the caged bird sings, ah me,
When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,-When he beats his bars and he would be free;
It is not a carol of joy or glee,
But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core,
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings-I know why the caged bird sings!
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Continued From Page 15
3.2.

Projected Per Capita GDP

The projected per capita GDP of Tobago is based on the assumption that, as the economy expands population will grow at 2%
per annum, significantly greater than its current growth rate. Thus, the trajectory of the per capita income of Tobago is as set
out in Table 6. In 2011, per capita GDP was US$13,859, up 27% over per capita income of US$10,882. In 2012, the GDP per
capita increased by another 27% to US$17,614. By 2015, if there are no changes in domestic development policy, the GDP
per capita is projected to be US$35,696. This would make Tobago the richest economy, per capita, in the
Caribbean.

Table 6: Projected Per Capita GDP of Tobago – 2010-2015
2010

2011

2012

2013

3,802.8

4,842.8

6,278.0

8,286.3

11,131.4

15,205.4

Population

56,000

56,000

57,120

59,428

63,065

68,264

GDP Per Capita TT$

67,906

86,479

109,910

139,435

176,507

222,746

GDP Per Capita US$

10,882

13,859

17,614

22,345

28,286

35,696

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT (TT$ Millions)

3.3.

2014

2015

Projected Revenue Potential of the Tobago Economy – A Baseline

The baseline projections of the size of the Tobago economy allow estimation of the revenue trajectory up to 2015, again on
the most conservative assumptions. These are:
1. Taxation of the Tobago economy at the average national tax rate of 30% or less.
2. Prudent borrowing at the current national debt rate of 46.6% of GDP and no more than the optimum of 60% as
defined by most economists.
3. There are no grants.

On these assumptions, the Tobago economy will generate tax and debt revenues of TT$3.7 billion. If the borrowing rate is held
fixed, then new debt of only TT$668 million will be added and the budget capacity will be TT$2.5 billion. However, the
estimate increases to TT$3.4 billion in 2012, and then to TT$6.5 billion by 2015 (Table 7).
It is worth noting that the projections do not take account of revenues due to Tobago from the National Government, in the
light of differences between the prudent tax and debt revenues generated by the economy and the allocations to run the THA
and the other Central Government operations under the 6th and 7th Schedule of the current Act 40 of 1996. If these are
calculated for 2011 alone, the revenues due would approximate TT$709 million after paying for the 2011 THA budget of TT$2.2
billion and meeting other Tobago-related Central Government allocations of TT$800 million. When this increase is added to the
prudent estimates, the budget potential for 2012 is at least TT$3.2 billion. Similar calculations for the amounts due for 2010
would raise the 2012 budget well above these estimates.

58

Table 7: Budget Projections, Baseline, 2010 -2015 (Millions)
Tax Rate
Tax Revenues
Borrowing Rate

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

0.3

0.3

0.3

0.3

0.3

0.3

1140.8

1452.8

1883.4

2485.9

3339.4

4561.6

0.466

0.466

0.466

0.466

0.466

Total Debt

2256.75

2925.6

3861.4

5187.2

7085.7

New Debt

2256.75

668.8

935.9

1325.8

1898.5

3709.6

2552.2

3421.8

4665.3

6460.1

Total Revenues, assuming no grants, etc

0.466

4. Selected
Policy
Implications
of
the
Data
–
Technology,
Entrepreneurship and Skill Development for Optimal Use of the Energy
Resources
The data assembled above point to core development needs of the Tobago economy. These are identified using two
guiding development principles:
1.

The high-productivity capital sectors must outgrow the low-productivity consumer oriented sectors, including
government, which is the least-productive sector of the economy, accounts for about 15% of the GDP, about
54% of all jobs in Tobago, and which has grown by 33% over
2010.

2. The private sector must outgrow the government sector.

In that regard, the signature of the energy sector is that, as a supplier of capital intermediates, it is growing much faster than
the government sector. This is consistent with the requirements of development.

4.1.

Towards a Revived Agricultural Sector

In 2011, the agricultural sector accounted for only about 0.7% of the GDP of Tobago. In nominal terms, it grew at about 16%
over 2010 performance. By contrast, the Education and Cultural Services Sector grew by only 6%. If the agricultural sector is
to transform on a sustainable basis, the education sector, along with other capital service sectors, must lead that process by
outgrowing it. The principal way to achieve this in the Tobago context is to transform the two sector-related training
institutions into tertiary-level training institutions that could supply a stream of practitioners with the requisite technologies
and skills needed to sustain a high-technology agricultural sector. These are: (i) The Kendall Farm School; and (ii) The Buccoo
Reef Trust. To be viable, both institutions would have to be export-oriented.

4.2.

Towards an Export-Oriented Health Care Sector

In 2011, the Health Care and other elements of the Personal Services Sector accounted for about 2.1% of the GDP of
Tobago. Over the year from 2010 to 2011, the sector declined by about 30% in nominal terms. In as much as Health Care
is itself a capital sector, the development needs of the Tobago economy require that it should be growing, not
declining; and, with education, should outgrow all other sectors. The principal way to achieve this in the Tobago context is
to transform the three segments of the Health-care sector into a tertiary-level Health-care Faculty, complete with nursing
training packages and internship management arrangements. These segments are: (i) the Tertiary Care institutions such as
the Scarborough Hospitals at Fort George and Signal Hill; (ii) the Roxborough Secondary Care Hospital; and (iii) the Primary
and Preventive Care Centres spread across the island. As elements of a teaching and research Faculty, they will supply a
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stream of practitioners with the requisite technologies and skills needed to sustain a high-technology approach to
healthcare supply. To be viable, the institutions would have to be export-oriented.

4.3.

Towards a Modernized Tourism Sector

The Tourism Sector of Tobago can be found in three subcomponents: (i) Hotels and Guest Houses, which accounted
for about 4% of the GDP in 2011, and grew by only 2% over 2010 activity; (ii) Distributions and Restaurants,
which accounted for about 2.6% of the GDP in 2011, and grew by only 2% over 2010; and (iii) Transport, Storage
and Communications, which account for the tourism-related activities of Tobago’s two main ports. The latter
activity accounted for 11.6% of the GDP and grew nominally by 7% over 2010. These are all consumer services
targeted by both the THA/GOTT as the main locus of Tobago’s development. To play that role, the segments
will each have to grow faster than in the past and much faster than Government, and the industrial driver of that
growth will have to be the development of the faculties identified above, along with the transformation of the
Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute (THTI) into a full university faculty. As a research and teaching Faculty,
the THTI will supply a stream of practitioners with the requisite technologies and skills needed to sustain a hightechnology approach to transport and communications, hotels and guest houses, distribution and restaurants, and
development of novel tourism plants, such as those that facilitate a rich interface between tourism and agriculture.
To be viable, the institution would also have to be export-oriented.

4.4.

The Creative Industries, Carnival and Copyright

The creative copyright sector has also been identified as a set of industries that can lead the development
of Tobago’s economy and society. It features activities such as music and entertainment that are nested in sectors
such as ‘Education and Cultural Services’ and ‘Personal Services’, ‘Printing and Publishing’. Significant creative
activity also occurs in ‘Textiles, Garments and Footwear’ along with ‘Construction’. As indicated before, while
‘Government’ grew nominally at 32% over 2010/2011, these main centres of core creative copyright activity grew
comparatively slowly or declined over the same period. Education and Cultural Services’ grew by only 6% and
‘Personal Services’ declined by 30%. Each of ‘Printing and Publishing’ and ‘Textiles, Garments and Footwear’
accounted for only 1% of the GDP. For these creative sectors to collectively join the process of leading the
growth and transformation of the Tobago economy, notwithstanding the evolution of the energy sector, they
must not only grow faster than Government, but must also be transformed in their own right by an education
system that is specifically reformed to generate an accelerated rate of technology, skill and other capital
development in their operations. To achieve this, it would be necessary to establish a Faculty of Creative Industries,
Carnival and Copyright, which would be organically linked to the industries themselves through the development of
the existing institutions into post-secondary/tertiary-level education institutions – for example, Katzenjammers;
Buccooneers; Our Boys; East Side Symphony. The design should build on the current export orientation of these
institutions. The Carnival Bands, designers and garment producers could be blended into a network of institutions
that serve as a post-secondary Faculty of Design and Choreography. The implications extracted are consistent
with recommendations made by respondents to the Profiles component of the National Accounting Survey and
Copyright Sector Survey, on the basis of which these national accounts of Tobago were developed.

4.5.

Technological Development in Energy, Transport and Construction

In the Tobago economy, a significant need that would have to be addressed is the growth of the development of
the enterprises involved in (i) ‘Transport, Storage and Communication’, which accounted for 11.6% of the
economy in 2011 and grew by 7% over 2010/2011; (ii) ‘Construction and Quarrying’, which accounted for 3.5%
of the GDP in 2011 and actually declined by 3% over 2010/2011. By contrast, Tobago’s energy sector grew
explosively by 50% over 2010/2011 and provides 42% of the output in the economy. This is a flow of new
opportunities to fund the development of the other sectors, while allowing the emergence of new industries
such as ‘Service Contractors’. To play this role, a founding investment would have to be an export-oriented Faculty
of Technology, dedicated to supply the local and international market. It should be designed with capacity to meet
the entrepreneurial development needs of (i) Exploration and Production of Gas, as for example the production of
‘Service Contractors’ in the National Energy Skills Center; construction contractors in ‘Construction and Quarrying’,
and the development of entrepreneurial skills in ‘Transport, Storage, and Communication’. The main graduates
from this program would be local and foreign entrepreneurs complete with managerial and financing support for a
given period.
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4.6.

Modernizing Government

The need for a post-secondary faculty to support the ‘Government’ industry is tied to the fact that general government
accounted for 14.5% of the GDP. It also accounts for about 54% of all jobs held by residents. Government productivity is
also very low in Tobago, as in Trinidad, yielding an output of about $1 for each dollar of import capacity invested in the
sector. For this sector not to remain a drag on productivity growth and competitiveness, an urgent need is for a
faculty dedicated to raising productivity in the sector. This is fundamentally about development of an education,
technology and skill development programme targeting government – a Faculty of Public Administration and
Entrepreneurship.

5. Summary
The preliminary estimates of the Tobago economy presented above show a rapidly growing and changing
economy viewed over the years 2010 to 2015. Tobago is fast making Tobago the island with highest potential standard
of living in the Caribbean. Much of this is based on a rapidly growing energy sector. Given lags in sectors such as
Education, the estimates reveal the urgent need for a properly designed strategy to ensure that the economy achieves
and maintains the most appropriate structure over the next decade or so.
As a word of caution to the reader, it is observed, again, that the estimates are very conservative. They do not take into
account much of what is called the underground economy in which illegal and unreported activities occur. This is a big
reason the estimates are called conservative. The estimates also do not account for the fact that significant inequality is
emerging and will continue to emerge in Tobago among the citizens and the villages of the island. Perhaps just as
important, there is no valuation of the foundations on which society is built, such as clean air and rain water in itself;
community togetherness and volunteering to get things done. Much of sports and entertainment are also not
measured. Such issues can only be addressed by the vigilance of the citizen about how the society is run. If anything, the
estimates tell the citizens of Tobago that there is much for them to be concerned about and much for which they must
take responsibility.
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