Jacob Closs/Glass
The third child of John Adam Gloss/Closs and Barbara Dittweiler was Jacob or Jake as
his friends called him. He was born on October 21, 1840 in Sharpsburg, PA.
As a teenager, Jacob lived with his sister and brother-in-law, Mary and Quiren Lutz in
Glenshaw. He married Josephine about 1863 and they had one son, John. At that
time, the family lived in the 15th ward near Homestead.
Jacob followed President Lincoln’s request to defend the Union. He served in the Civil
War along with his cousin Ben Milheizler and George Glass who was killed in the service
of his country.
Jacob Glass served in the 211th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry, Company D The
211th was organized at Pittsburgh on September 16, 1864. Jake enlisted on September
2, 1864 for one year. 1Immediately after its organization, the troops left for the front
and were assigned to Potter's provisional brigade on the Bermuda front (Bermuda
Hundred, VA). As soon as they reached their position in the entrenchments, it was
ordered to appear upon the parapets in full range of the enemy's guns in order to
create a diversion in favor of the storming party
about to move on Fort Harrison. Jake quickly
experienced the horrors of war.
On November 27, the regiment joined the Army of
the Potomac where it became part of the 9th corps.
During the winter of 1864, the 211th camped
between Fort Howard and Fort Alexander Hayes on
the Army Line Railroad. During the harsh winter
they drilled and made occasional expeditions with
the troops of other corps. They did not engage in
any battles until spring.
On March 25, 1865, the confederates attacked the
line to take Fort Stedman. A large part of the line
was captured. Most of the other regiments quickly
became part of the battle. The 211th Camp was
four miles away and was not yet bogged down in
the battle. Their commander, Gen Hartranft,
ordered the 211th to position themselves on high
ground behind Fort Stedman. Gen Hartranft had a
brilliant but deadly plan of attack. He would use the

