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Regular Meeting                                          
Nameoki Town Trustee

October 24, 2023
Supervisor Foster called the regular meeting of the Town Trustees to order. Trustee McKechan then led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Supervisor Foster asked Town Clerk Vincent to record the roll call.  Present other than Supervisor Foster was Trustee Abel, Trustee Luehmann, Trustee McKechan, Trustee Cooke, and Attorney Tanja Cook-Sedabres.  
Supervisor Foster asked for a motion to suspend the rule to allow public comments to be moved up to item number three to accommodate Mr. Prenzler.  A motion was made by Trustee Cooke, second by Trustee Luehmann to suspend the rule to allow public comment to be moved to item number three.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.
PUBLIC INPUT:

Chairman Prenzler:  Thank you. My name is Kurt Prenzler, Madison County Chairman of the Board, and I'm making this public comment tonight on behalf of Madison County Government and to remind you of your duties as township trustees and elected officials. 
Trust is the root word for Trustee.  Nameoki Township Citizens should be able to trust their trustees. Trust is a normal part of living and every day we trust people to do the right thing. When we are driving down the street, we trust that drivers on the intersecting street will observe the stop sign. When we eat out at a restaurant, we trust that the cooks are not poisoning the food.  99% of the time we can trust, but sometimes trust is betrayed and when taxpayer’s funds are involved, other public officials must investigate. 
A couple of months ago documents were obtained via FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) in these documents revealed that twice, township supervisor Eric Foster, submitted bids from his company.
Supervisor Foster:  I am not going to allow you to say that, I did not submit bids.  I submitted cost estimates that were verified in the process through Walt Williams, you are not going to accuse me of submitting bids.

Chairman Prenzler: I have the ability to make a public comment here, so I am going to continue.

Supervisor Foster: You were just talking about Trust so we are going to trust that your comments are correct.  You are not going to sit here at this meeting and accuse me of submitting a bid when I submitted a cost estimate that was approved by your director at the time.

Chairman Prenzler: Okay
Attorney Cooke-Sedabres: So, I think what we are saying is to clarify what you received in FOIA, you interpreted it to be a bid, it was actually an estimate.  It said it, I believe on the top of it, that it was an estimate, was not a bid.
Supervisor Foster: It did not say bid, it did not say contract, it was an estimate that was figured….

Chairman Prenzler: Ok, I am going to continue with my public comment and if you disagree then you disagree.

Attorney Cook-Sedabres:  Well, there is a difference though.  You are not going to be able to do a public comment and just simply speak untruth.  What you are allowed to do is make your comments, okay?  But I need your comments to not be slanderous or untruthful

Chairman Prenzler’s Associate: What law would that be?

Attorney Cook-Sedabres:  There is a slander law that says that if you…
Chairman Prenzler’s Associate: Not during public comment

Attorney Cook-Sedabres: Well just in general, so you should

Chairman Prenzler’s Associate: Let him finish his comments

Attorney Cooke-Sedabres:  I am going to let him finish, I am absolutely going to let him finish. I want him to finish his comment.
Chairman Prenzler: Okay.  Well, whatever you call it a quote or whatever

Supervisor Foster:  It was not a quote; it was an estimate to secure a grant.

Chairman Prenzler: Twice. Township supervisor Eric Foster submitted, he says an estimate, okay. Okay. From his company, Honey Do Home Repair, Inc. To Nameoki Township in early 2022 and 2023 for PEP (Park Enhancement Program) projects, one, whatever you call it, was dated February 12th, 2022 in the amount of $21,870. The other, whatever you call it, was in the amount of $26,530 on January 17th, 2023 each time, there was only one other, whatever you call it, which was lower. Okay. PEP grants are managed by Madison County Government Community Development Department, the Illinois Public Officer Prohibited Activities Act states no person holding any office, either by election or appointment under the laws or constitution of this state, may be in any manner financially interested directly in his own name or indirectly in the name of any other person, association, trust, or corporation in any contract or the performance of any work in the making or letting of which such officer may be called upon to act or vote. That is 50 ILCs 1 0 5 slash three. As township trustees, you should ask Mr. Foster these questions. Why did he submit, whatever you call it for a township project? What work did he do on the pavilion located in the 3300 block of Fairmont Avenue in State Park? Did he receive money for doing this work? Did he tell you trustees beforehand about his, whatever you call it, in involvement in this project, did he properly disclose it on his statement of economic interest? In 2006, I told county officials and the FBI, that Bathon’s November 2005 tax sales were unethical. Two taxpayers wrote letters to our state's attorney. The state's attorney did nothing, Bathon’s 2006, 2007 and 2008 tax sales were even worse. It took another six years for a federal investigation. Asking questions is your responsibility as trustees, don't leave this up to law enforcement. Thank you for this time

Attorney Cook-Sedabres: Before I respond to Mr. Penzler, are there any other public comments? Okay, so just to clarify Kurt so that everybody's on the same page, the whatever you call it as you rephrased it was an estimate, it was not a bid. The reason that I make that declaration or that difference, that I'm differentiating for you.  Under the slander law, if you know something has not been illegal, but yet you continue to present it as illegal, as I’m sure you are well aware when it comes to defamation, there is a higher standard of conduct for politicians. So I can say, I think Eric is smelly. I think Kurt is dirty.  I think all these things and you can't do anything about that because that's not defamation. You're a politician. But if I allege that you have committed a crime, and I'm aware that it is not actually what has happened, then that is slander and that is defamation. And so, I want to be really clear that upon the advice of Walt Williams in order to secure the grant, we needed to have bids. So, in order to secure that in place, an estimate of what it was going to cost was put in there, not a bid. At no time did Eric ever intend or Honey Do Home Repair ever intend to do any business under those grants. Okay? So again, as a way of explanation, and you will find that at no time did Honey Do Home Repair ever collect a cent ever in doing any of that work. And so, I say this with the trustees present. I say this with the community present, but I'm saying it especially to make sure that you are on the same page with us so that there is no misunderstanding going forward. Um, you are absolutely, as a taxpayer and a citizen welcome to question things. That is your right as a taxpayer, that is what FOIA is for. I congratulate you for catching it and questioning it. You know, oh this looks odd. Absolutely. I completely understand why you thought that, but now that you've asked, we are explaining and so that you are aware of the fact that it was A not a crime, B there was no money taken, and there was no violation of any economic statements. The reference to Fred Bathon is what concerns me the most because without saying, what you said was, hey, you guys should really look into seeing whether or not the crime was committed, but you're analogizing this with Mr. Bathon, who we all know went to prison because what he did was a crime. It's really getting close to the threshold of what would be defamation, because you're making an analogy as to what Eric did is the same as what Mr. Bathon did, and that is not the case. If you have any questions, I'm happy to answer those, but I just want to make that very clear.

Charman Prenzler: Okay.

Supervisor Foster: I also want to clarify that this board and these trustees were very much aware of every process that I did. I've never hidden anything from the board of Trustees and I've always taken my trustee's advice on what to do moving forward. You alleged that I did this two years in a row. 
What you did with your article, Mr. Prenzler, is just spoiled our bid process because we are still accepting bids on this year's PEP grant. We have advised and we have contacted community development to advise us what to do going forward. Since you felt it necessary to put out an article accusing me of these wrongful allegations, what we need to do going forward to correct the process. Since our bid process has been spoiled.
Attorney Cook-Sedabres: There is a very good chance you may have cost us a $15,000 grant.

Supervisor Foster: If this publication of yours cost this township $15,000 grant that we were entitled to, that we were following procedure. I am going to counsel to come after you personally for that $15,000. 

Attorney Cook-Sedabres: We are going to look into what our options are.
Supervisor Foster: You've denied, you personally did this, you didn't do this with the board's permission. You personally chose to attack this governing body.

Attorney Cook-Sedabres: Essentially what happened is that bid process is not done yet and you took information that you were given and you published that information. You published the amount of the grant, and you published what you thought was a bid so what you've done is now make it almost impossible for us to get a good bid process on that. We are not confident if we are going to even be able to complete the process to get that grant so that will cost $15,000 for the township because you published something you didn't understand at the time you did it. Okay.
Chairman Prenzler: Very good. Thank you. 
A motion was made by Trustee Abel, second by Trustee Luehmann to dispense with the reading of the regular minutes dated October 10, 2023, since each Trustee had a copy and approved them as printed.  A roll call was taken. Trustee Abel, Luehnmann, and McKechan voted aye, Trustee Cooke-abstained; the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS:
None
BILLS:
A motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Cooke to pay the bills.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.  Trustee Cooke made a motion, second by Trustee Abel to approve the payroll.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Trustee Luehmann read the Treasurers Report, dated October 25, 2023. A motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Abel to approve the report as read.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.  
AGENDA ITEMS

None
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS 
A motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Abel to approve the contract to retain Elen Burford as our new attorney.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried
A motion was made by Trustee Cooke, second by Trustee Abel to approve Resolution No 2023-3 Town Holidays.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried

A motion was made by Trustee McKechan, second by Trustee Luehmann to approve the list of meeting for next year.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried

TOWN OFFICIAL’S COMMENTS
Trustee McKechan asked for the status of the siren being installed at the Township.  Supervisor Foster talked to Juneau and Associates and JF Electric is still waiting on delivery from the supplier.
Attorney Cook-Sedabres thanked us for letting her be a part of the board.

Supervisor Foster- Spoke to the mayor of Granite City and they would like to do another intergovernmental agreement for Pine Ave and Paul.
There being no other business a motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Abel to adjourn the meeting until November 14, 2023 at 7 P.M.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.
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