BIBLE TALK Radio Broadcast

On KTTR (99.7 FM) Every Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

Rolla, Missouri

11/7/2021
How Do We Know The Bible Is God’s Word?
Good morning.
I’m Lynn Huggins and it is a pleasure of mine to come to you with a study of the word of God.

The design of this program is to give Bible answers to Bible questions. The Bible is the word of God given to man for his instruction and guidance.  2 Tim 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   All Scripture, the Bible is inspired of God and is profitable to man.  Where questions arise about what it says, we need to know the answers.  Our purpose on this program is to address some of these questions and to give a Bible answer to them.  The purpose is not just to satisfy our curiosity, but it is to learn God’s will for our lives.    
We would like for you to participate.  You may participate by sending in your Bible questions to be answered on a future program.  If you have a Bible question there are three ways in which you may send it in, by email, by telephone, or by the postal service.    We will give you the email address, the telephone number and the PO Box number at the end of the program today.
The question that I want to address this morning is, “How do we know the Bible is God’s Word?”

Someone says,  “2 Tim. 3:16 says its inspire of God. God said it, I believe it.”  That is circular reasoning.  I’m assuming the very thing I’m trying to prove.  But how do we know that 2 Tim. 3:16 is the word of God?   Someone says, “There are some things in life that you just have to accept.  The divine inspiration
of scripture is like that.”   Such a faith in the Bible is “blind faith,” and that is not the kind of faith God expects us to have.  God has never expected us to accept the writings of the Bible as His word regardless of whether it is reasonable or not.

Jesus said in John 10:37   “ If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me;”  
Jesus came along a made some incredible claims.  He is saying, “If I cannot back up those claims; if I cannot give you the evidence that those claims are true, don’t believe Me.  In verse 38 He says, “but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him."   Jesus boiled it all down to the evidence.  He is saying, “I have produced the goods to establish My claims.”   God does not expect us to believe the claims of Jesus on the basis of blind faith.  He has always given us reason to believe.

I believe that the Bible is of divine origin, but I do not believe it…. 1. just because 2 Tim. 3:16 says it,  or 2. because I have accepted the notion on blind faith.  3. I believe it because I think it unreasonable to believe that men could have on their own produced this book.

Ladies and gentlemen, when you understand what the Bible is, and you understand the circumstances under which it was composed, you quickly begin to realize that men on their own could not have produced it, but they must have had the help of Deity to bring this book together.

When it comes to the origin of the Bible the question is not simply did men on their own write the Bible, but COULD MEN ON THEIR OWN HAVE WRITTEN THE BIBLE?

When honestly examined in light of the evidence the answer to this question is NO!!!!    Without the help of God we would have no Bible.

To demonstrate this statement, we want to look at two things this morning:

1. The circumstances under which the Bible was composed.  2. The remarkable nature of this book.  

I also want to ask you to be reasonable.  The critics of the religion of Christ think you have to throw your brains out of the window to be a Christian.  I don’t want you to throw your brains out of the window today, I want you to use them.  I want you to come to what you believe to be a reasonable conclusion about the scriptures in view of the evidence.

First, let us consider The Circumstances Under Which The Bible Was Composed
The Bible was written under adverse circumstances.

What I mean by “adverse.”   The Bible was composed under conditions that would not have tended to produce and Book of Unity and Oneness of message; a Book free from contradictions.

When you consider the problematic circumstances under which the Bible was composed, unity would seem to be an impossibility.  Note several problems the Bible has if it is going to propose to be a book of unity.

The Problem with Time

The Bible was not written all at one time.   It was written over a period of about 1500 to 1600 years. 

It began to be written with Moses around 1450 BC and ending with the book of Revelation, probably around 96 AD.  There were many contributors to the writing of the book.

This is a problem when you stop and think about it.  How would all these contributions to the writing of the Bible ever maintain a single focus over all those years?  How could you maintain unity and freedom from contradictions over more than a thousand years?

If you consider the Bible as one book that was added to over all those centuries you wouldn’t  think it would tend to be characterized by unity and oneness in message.  In fact how could the Bible even exist if men on their own tried to put it together?  How could the men who started imagine that 1600 years later someone could come along and finish it.? 

Think of the way values and morality would have changed over 1600 years.  We lament and cry about how much values have changed over the last 40 years.  Imagine the number of cycles that societies went through and how values and morality were good and then bad, and that over and over again over all those years.  We cannot imagine that a book contributed to over 1600 years in the end could be a book of unity.  That’s unthinkable.

The Problem with the Writers

Obviously, a book written over 1600 years, one man could not have written it.

In fact the Bible has about 40 different writers—about 32 in the Old Testament books, and 8 in the writing of the New Testament books.  This is a huge contingent of people over 1600 years contributing to one book.  That is a problem.

What further complicates that problem is the fact that these people who contributed to the writing of the Bible were very DIFFERENT people.  a. Moses was raised as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  Raised in the courts of the King of Egypt.   b. Joshua – a military man;   c. David and Solomon  -- kings of great empires;   d. Amos  --  A herdsman;  e. Daniel  --  A Israelite in captivity in Babylon who became a Babylonian statesman;  f. Nehemiah  --  Cupbearer to a King;  g. Luke  --  a physician;  h. Peter  --  a fisherman;  i. Matthew  --  a tax collector  (he worked for the IRS);  j. Paul  --  well educated in the Law, and Pharisee

Some of the writers were rich and powerful.  Others were poor and insignificant.  Some of the writers were men of great education and learning, while others had no formal education at all that we know of. Some wrote from different places in the world and from different cultures—From Babylon to Jerusalem to Rome.  Can you imagine a more odd, mixed up group of people to sit down and write a book together?  Can we even think for a moment that such a diverse group of people, from such different backgrounds could write a book that could be characterized by unity?

Think about how their backgrounds would have affected their outlook on life.  Don’t you  think Amos the herdsman saw things a little bit differently than Solomon the King?

Do you think that Peter, the fisherman had a little bit different prospective on things than Paul who was educated at the feet of Gamaliel?

Take God out of the picture and it is inconceivable that such a diverse group could produce a book characterized by unity.

The Problem with the Literature.

The Bible does not employ only one form of expression to communicate its message.  There is a huge variety of literature in the Bible.  a. There is historical narrative;  b. There is poetry;  c. There are books of law;  d. There are personal letters;  e. There are sermons;  f. There is the wild and fascinating imagery of apocalyptic literature.

The Language Problem

All the writers did not write with the same language.  Old Testament scriptures were written in Hebrew and Aramaic.  The New Testament scriptures were written in the Greek language.

Can you fathom the problem that presents.

All these men, over all these years, from these different circumstances and backgrounds, employing all these different forms of literature and writing in different languages are going to write one book.

Using your common sense of reason, taking God out of the picture, what do you think that book is going to look like.  I don’t think we would conclude that those circumstances would produce a book characterized by unity in its message,  a book with singleness of focus and purpose.

And yet these are the circumstances under which the Bible was composed.

Despite these Adversities the Bible is an Amazing Book of Unity

There is in the Bible a UNITY OF PURPOSE

From cover to cover the Bible amazingly tells one story.  

The Bible is not just a bunch of unrelated tales that have been stuck together in one volume.  Even though the Bible was written over a period of 1600 years by all these different writers, as they went along, each was contributing a peace to a puzzle, that when finished formed an incredible single picture.

The Bible tells ONE STORY of how God proposed to save man from sin.

It is a story that begins in the garden of Eden when Adam and Eve rejected God’s will and  sinned against Him. (Gen. 3)  The story continues through Gen 12 in the promises made to Abraham, that through His descendants one would come in whom all the nations would be blessed.  From this point (Gen 12) there is the story of Abraham’s descendants.  Have you wondered why the Bible tells the story of the Israelites?  The Jews?  One of the primary reasons is - the promise God made to Abraham that through his seed all the families of the earth would be blessed.  And so through these writings we trace the history of Abraham’s family.

The story continues through the prophets who told in detail the coming of the Christ.  They tell of his virgin birth, and the place where he would be born.  They tell of his death for our sins, and details what would happen at his crucifixion.  They tell of his resurrection from the dead.  

Isn’t it amazing that hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, before Mathew, Mark, Luke and John were written details were given about His birth, life and sacrifice and then Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell how He fulfilled them?  How could this ever have happened without the hand of God in it?
The story continues in the New Testament scriptures.  He is born.  He is the son of Abraham, the son of David.  He did die for our sins and was raised again.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell us, without contradiction, this story.
The story continues through the book of Acts.  This story of salvation was carried to the world of that time.

From cover to cover the Bible tells one story;  the paradise lost in Genesis 3 to paradise regained in Revelation 21-22  without contradiction
Think about it, all these men, from all these backgrounds, through all these years, under all these adverse circumstances, and they are telling one story.

What is reasonable to you?  That as chance would have it, it all worked out that way?   Or that God was behind the writing of this book? 

Conclusion:  I ask you, does this book, the Bible, look like a book that was written over a period of 1600 years by about 40 different men, from vastly different backgrounds, who spoke different languages, and grew up in different cultures?  Does it make sense that they could have produced a book like the Bible with such unity and harmony?

Is it reasonable?

You may have a Bible question you would like for us to address on this program.  If so send it in.  There are three ways you may send us your question.  

You may email it in:  Our email address is  sjchurch@sjchurchofchrist.com.  

You may call it in:  Our phone number is 573-265-8628.  If no one is there to answer, just leave you question on the answering machine.

Or you may mail it in:  The address is Bible Talk,  PO Box 308, St. James, MO 65559

