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ITIS THEDUTY OF ALL NATIONS AS WELL AS OF MEN TO OWN THEIR
DEPENDENCE UPON THE OVERRULING POWER OF GOD; TO CONFESS
THEIR SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS IN HUIMBLE SORROW, YET WITH oy 4
ASSURED HOPE THAT GENUINE REPENTANCE WILL LEAD TO MERCY
AND PARDON; AND TO RECOGNIZE THE SUBLIME TRUTH,
ANNOUNCED IN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND PROVEN BY ALL
HISTORY, THAT THOSE NATIONS ARE BLESSED WHOSE GOD IS THE
LORD.

WE KNOW THAT BY HIS DIVINE LAW, NATIONS, LIKE INDIVIDUALS,
ARE SUBJECTED TO PUNISHMENTS AND CHASTISEMENTS IN THIS
WORLD. MAY WE NOT JUSTLY FEAR THAT THE AWFUL CALAMITY OF
CIVIL WAR WHICH NOW DESOLATES THE LAND MAY BE A PUNISHMENT
INFLICTED UPON US FOR OUR PRESUMPTUOUS SINS, TO THE
NEEDFUL END OF OUR NATIONAL REFORMATION AS A WHOLE P EOPLE

WE HAVE BEEN THE RECIPIENTS OF THE CHOICEST BOUNTIES OF
HEAVEN; WE HAVE BEEN PRESERVED THESE MANY YEARS IN PEACE
AND PROSPERITY; WE HAVE GROWN IN NUMBERS, WEALTH AND
POWER AS NO OTHER NATION HAS EVER GROWN.

BUT WE HAVE FORGOTTEN GOD. WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE
GRACIOUS HAND WHICH PRESERVED US IN PEACE AND MULTIPLED
AND ENRICHED AND STRENGTHENED US, AND WE HAVE VAINLY
IMAGINED, IN THE DECEITFULNESS OF OUR HEARTS, THAT ALL THESE
BLESSINGS WERE PRODUCED BY SOME SUPERIOR WISDOM AND '
VIRTUE OF OUR OWN. INTOXICATED WITH UNBROKEN SUCCESS, WE ‘& \

HAVE BECOME TOO SELF-SUFFICIENT TO FEEL THE NECESSITY OF
REDEEMING AND PRESERVING GRACE, TOO PROUD TO PRAY TO THE
GOD THAT MADE US. '

IT HAS SEEMED TO ME FIT AND PROPER THAT GOD SHOULD BE
SOLEMNLY, REVERENTLY, AND GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED, AS
WITH ONE HEART AND ONE VOICE BY THE WHOLE AMERICAN PEOPLE.
| DO THEREFORE, INVITE MY FELLOW CITIZENS IN EVERY PART OF THE
UNITED STATES, AND ALSO THOSE WHO ARE AT SEA AND THOSE WHO
ARE SOJOURNING IN FOREIGN LANDS, TO SET APART AND OBSERVE
THE LAST THURSDAY O F NOVEMBER AS A DAY OF THANKSGIVING
AND PRAISE TO OUR BENEFICENT FATHER WHO DWELLETH IN THE
HEAVENS
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HAPPY THANKS GIVING | HAPPY ARE THE PEOPLE WHO'S
qob IS THE LORDL
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