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What is Birth to Age 8? 

An initiative that brings essential  
partners & services together to 

assure children reach key 
developmental milestones from 

birth to age 8.  
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Vision 

 

100% of identified participants meet the 
state proficiency reading target by spring of  
third grade and have their families receive 
the necessary support to succeed. 

 

Tier 1 Pilot group: 

• Home Visiting 

• English Language Learners (ELL), and 

• Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
participants 
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Why is this needed? 

Investing in their first eight years is critical. 

 
 Research shows children who are not 

proficient in reading by the end of third grade 
are less likely to succeed in school and as 

adults which has a direct impact on long-term 
employment & financial stability.  
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Return on investment 
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Early brain development 

2 http://online.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323511804578298202087733868  
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Early years skill development 

3 http://developingchild.harvard.edu/key_concepts/executive_function/ 
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Social Determinants of Health & Pillars 
Toward Increased Self-Sufficiency 

THRIVING PEOPLE 
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Birth to 8 initiatives have an impact 
across the self-sufficiency value curve 
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Who is involved? 

• Superintendents from South St. Paul, 
Burnsville-Eagan-Savage, West St. Paul-
Mendota Heights-Eagan and Inver Grove 
Heights 

• 360 Communities 

• CAP/Head Start 

• Dakota County Community Services 

• Public Health 

• Social Services 

 

 

 
 
 



June 7, 2017 11 

Who is involved? 
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Accomplishments 

• Grant funding secured (for PM) 
• Grotto Foundation awarded $50,000 
• Bigelow Foundation awarded $30,000 
• St. Paul Foundation awarded $15,000 

• Key benchmarks established to measure healthy 
development and school readiness 

• Successful WIC pilot project with the South  
St. Paul school district and now expanded 

• Commitment to increase early childhood screenings 
by age 42 months 

• $200,000 in Senate for I.T. development and 
deployment of three projects in state 

• Collaboration consent 
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Accomplishments 

INCREASED 
WIC 

PARTICIPATION 
and  

RETENTION 

School District 
Promotion of 

WIC 
participation 

and retention. 

Increased 
WIC 

promotion of 
Screening, 

Early 
Learning and 

sharing of 
directory info 

INCREASED 
3 year old 

SCREENING 
Reach 

Increased 
participation in 
Early Learning 
Opportunities 

Improved 
School 

Readiness, 
Child 

Health 
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Thank you! 
 

Questions? 
 

 

 

 
 


