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FROM THE PASTOR

by Rev. Amy Overton-Harris

Far be it from me to be able to accurately summarize the situation in
Israel and Palestine, so I am going to offer a bit of vetted information
from a variety of sources.
As you have seen in recent weeks, President Trump and the United
States government have relocated the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem, sparking huge protests—protests that I believe are warranted. Jerusalem is the historic religious center for the three Abrahamic
Faiths: Judaism, Islam, Christianity. For our government to declare
Jerusalem the “Capital of Israel” is a slap in the face to any movement
for peace and hopes for a just solution for all of the people and faiths
involved.
There is no facile historical account of events, so I will name just a few
things for you to ponder, and I will list resources at the end should you
wish to explore further, which I heartily recommend. For sure, on every
side of this issue, there has been violence and intolerance. And as we all
are well aware, there is no “uniform” opinion among members of any one
country, religion, or region. We know that in our own country, as we are
not “united” in the decisions that our federal government makes. It is
important to realize that in every group, religion, country, and region
there are millions of people striving for peace and equality in the face of
adversity. We must not simply assume that a citizen always holds the
opinions of their own government.
I have included a picture of a map showing “Palestinian Loss of Land
1946-2014.” It is a telling witness to the reality that Israel continues to
establish illegal “Colonies” on Palestinian land outside Israel’s internationally recognized borders. This is a violation of international law. The
map clearly shows the steady march of Israel in taking control of
Palestinian land. The Israeli colonies, or housing developments, are
known as “settlements.” They cover the best hilltops in Palestine and
take almost all of the Palestinians’ water. A Jewish colonist or settler
gets four times as much water as a Christian or Muslim living in the
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Megan Harrell continues her course of
chemotherapy with many ups and
downs.
Congratulations to UMW’s women of
the year!!
Rachel Elliot and Kim Bartholomew
Myron Carpenter is continuing to
work with his doctors for some relief
from vertigo.
HOORAY High School Graduates:
Katelyn Poore, Noah Wise, Rachael
Breyer, Zamora Hill
The Breyer family is heading to Haiti
for a medical mission trip.
Robin Curtin as she consults with her
doctor.
Kim and John Bartholomew ask prayers for her aunt.
Dan Gassoway and Sam Richardson
celebrate their 40th.
Hannah Gitt is training a new service
dog (a White Cream English Setter!).
Kelly Myers is retiring!
Eleaner Fitzgerald will have surgery
June 5.

occupied territories! While Israeli settlements on Palestinian
land have green lawns, swimming pools, malls, shopping centers, Palestinians face desperate water shortages, no road access, little access to goods, and the inability to travel freely in
their own land. Since 1967, Israel has moved more than
600,000 of its own citizens into illegal segregated colonies on
Palestinian land.
Here are some things to consider:
·
·

·
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·
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Did we miss a prayer joy or concern
for you??? Let us know and we can
send out an email on your behalf!

Continued

·

The illegal colonies are connected by segregated roads that
cut through Palestinian farmland and divide communities.
Israel has also built walls around the many Palestinian
communities to separate them from the illegal Israeli settlements.
Palestinians often cannot get to their own farmland to tend
their crops because roads are built inside walls and can
only be used by Israelis.
And even if they can get to their crops and groves, there is
no water.
They cannot reach schools and hospitals easily, and many
have died because of delays by the walls and the hourslong military checkpoints.
Israel actively destroys Palestinian roadways, solar panels,
and village cisterns, and bombed Gaza’s power plant.
Israeli bulldozers level Palestinian houses at will. You
might remember some years back, a group of protesters
standing in front of a Palestinian home were run over by a
bulldozer after refusing to move from rightfully owned
land. An American girl was among those killed. The
house and land were illegally seized by Israel.

2

FROM THE PASTOR

Continued

Since 2004 every United Methodist General Conference has passed a resolution entitled
“Opposition to Israeli Settlements on Palestinian Land.”
We join Jewish, Muslim, and Christian communities worldwide in denouncing these
atrocities. Rabbi Brant Rosen has asked, “When will we find the wherewithal to say out
loud that this policy of home demolition, checkpoint, evictions, illegal Jewish settlements
and land expropriations is inhumane and indefensible?” International condemnation of
killing unarmed Palestinians must prevail. We need an end to Israeli military detention of
adults and children. Palestinian children are subject to night arrests, blindfolds, restraints, separation from parents, physical and psychological violence, isolation, coerced
confessions, unlawful transfers. More than 3,000 Palestinian Christians have signed an
urgent appeal asking Christians to learn more about what is going on. Every United Methodist missionary who has served in the Holy Land has endorsed moral actions such as
boycotts and divestments.
Here are a few sources for information:
Friends of Sabeel North America, www.fosna.org
United Methodist Kairos Response, www.kairoresponse.org
www.nowaytotreatachild.org
www.dci-palestine.org
Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions-USA www.icahdusa.org
www.JewishVoiceforPeace.org

From the News on Monday May 14, 2018 (Associated Press)
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Israel faced a growing backlash Tuesday and new charges of
using excessive force, a day after Israeli troops firing from across a border fence killed 59
Palestinians and wounded more than 2,700 at a mass protest in Gaza.
Turkey expelled Israel's ambassador, while Ireland and Belgium summoned Israeli envoys.
Leading European countries and the U.N. human rights office called for an investigation
of the bloodshed, and the U.N. Security Council held a moment of silence for the Palestinians killed Monday as it opened discussions on the Gaza situation.
In jarring contrast to the Gaza bloodshed, the U.S. held a festive inauguration ceremony
for a new U.S. Embassy in contested Jerusalem at the same time Monday, just several
dozen miles (kilometers) away. The juxtaposition of violence on the Gaza border and festivities attended by a Trump administration delegation — captured on split screens in TV
broadcasts around the world — briefly drew attention to the plight of Gaza and its 2 million people.
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Continued

The relocation of the embassy from Tel Aviv, condemned by Palestinians as blatantly proIsrael, further dimmed prospects of what President Donald Trump had once touted as
plans to negotiate the "deal of the century." The Palestinians seek Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem as a capital.
The high casualty toll revived international criticism of Israel's open-fire policies. Rights
groups have said the use of potentially lethal force against protesters who pose no immediate threat to soldiers' lives is unlawful. The military has said presumably less lethal rubber-coated steel pellets are not effective in keeping demonstrators from the fence.
Germany, Belgium, and Ireland called for an investigation of the violence.

Reminder when we greet folks at church!
Saying something like “Hi, I am so glad to see you” is a good choice for everyone.
Some folks don’t attend every week for a vast number of good reasons.
Even though we may mean well when we say things like:
“We haven’t seen you in ages”
“We thought you fell off the earth.” (even if you see it as joking)
“Be sure to come back next Sunday.”
“Maybe your kids could opt out of sports on Sunday”
………. most often creates a feeling of guilt or actually turns people away. That
is not who we are, of course. Always choose LOVING HOSPITALITY, grace and
genuine interest in folks, just because you love and care for them. That is what we
all crave when we are here.
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Cake Walk Is Coming!
June 10, 2018
POTLUCK AND CAKE WALK
On June 10 we will have our Potluck and Cake Walk. You can buy tickets ahead of
time for the cake walk, so be on the lookout for ticket sales. Even if you don’t plan
to “cake walk” I bet there might be some walkers that would love extra tickets.
All ages are invited to walk and if you land on the number that is called, you win!!!
So fun. Whether you are spectating or ambulating, it will be GREAT!
Feel free to bring a cake (large, small, cupcakes, loaf cake, etc.) and of course you
can always give a ‘generous’ donation in lieu of walking or cake making! (Thanks,
George!) All money raised will go toward the “Tualatin Valley Family Promise.” It
is a program solving the issue of homelessness for children and their families in
our neighborhood.
Bring a Potluck Item to share and we will feast together!
Remember some “kid-friendly” food too. (fresh veggies, plain fruit, mac and
cheese, etc.)
Thank you sooooooooooooooooo much to the team of
people working on this whole event!!
Lori Thacker
Merry McAdoo
Dianne Tanac
Caryn Rutherford
Kim Bartholomew
Zeev Shnayder
Carter Rutherford Rachel Elliot
We will be doing all the set up on Sunday morning June 9, 9am
We can use MORE HELPERS if you can pitch in!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Scrip Ordering
June 3 July 8 August 5
Each vendor donates money to TUMC when the Scrip gift cards
are purchased through our church.
A few examples:
Fred Meyer, Safeway
Starbucks Coffee
Regal Cinemas
Kaady Car Wash
Powell’s Books

$50 card =
$25 card =
$15 card =
$7 card =
$10 card =

Vendor Donation
to our church:

$2.00
$1.50
$1.05
$1.54
$0.80

-

—

9

JUNE CALENDAR
–

-

-

-

-

-

–
-

-

–

-

-

-

–

-

–

—
—

10

11

