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Welcome President Welcome President 

Gordy Noe!Gordy Noe!  
How did you get started in your business?  

I went to work with my Dad who was a plumber when I got out of 
high school. The company he worked for did Plumbing and 
HVAC.  After trying both, I liked the HVAC better, really not sure 
why. After doing HVAC for a few years I decided to try it on my 
own with my own business in 1981 and started Pioneer Heating 
and Air in Knoxville. 
 

What do you enjoy most about your business?  
It has to be the people, including customers, employees, associates, etc. I guess I really just like 
people and new best friends every day.  
 

What drives you to achieve success?  
I think the challenge of it. Anybody can go out and just do business as usual every day but doing 
something different every day, being ahead of the game and making it all come together and work 
in the end, thatôs pretty special. 
 

What advice would you give someone just starting in your industry? 
Itôs simple. Work hard, work smart, listen to successful people but always be unique.  
 

Last year was the first year you attended the PHCC National Convention, your opinion? 
It was great. I met a lot of interesting and successful people from all over the country and just 
confirmed that we all have the same issues no matter where weôre from. I was fortunate enough to 
get to present the Ride and Decide Program there and got an overwhelming response and 
continue to hear from those business owners still today.    
 
How did you first get involved in the PHCC? 
I had been looking for the right organization affiliated to our industry that I could get involved with, 
both to help my business and the industry and just hadnôt ran across it yet. The Knoxville Chapter 
President asked me to attend a monthly luncheon. That was over 10 years ago and Iôve probably 
only missed 4 or 5 luncheons since then and was chapter president for 3 years.  
        (continued on next page) 

Gordy and Ethel Noe 

Tuesday, November 6th is Election Day!   
Please donôt forget to VOTE! 

TN PHCC Clay 
Shoot Challenge 

November 9th  
12pm- 4pm 

Registration on page 7 

ELECTION 
Legislative and PAC 

News for the Upcoming 

Election pgs 3-4 

Med Gas 

Needed? 

Page 17 



 

P A G E  2  

Welcome New Contractor Member: 
 

My Plumber, LLC 
1148 N. Peters Road, Suite 222 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
865-617-4596 
Contact: James Foster 
 

2018-19 Board of Directors Changes: 
 

The Tennessee PHCC Board of Directors for 2018-19 includes the following changes: 
 Chairman of the Board: Kay Keefe 
 President: Gordy Noe 
 Knoxville Director: Donna Johnston (Welcome!) 
 Board-Member-atïLarge: Steve Gammon 
 Stepped Down: Brad Sims (Middle TN Director) and Derek Robinson (Associate 
 Member) due to work/time obligations. 
 

The Board of Directors is currently seeking candidates for an Associate Director position on the 
Board of Directors. If you are an Associate Member in good standing and would like to be 
considered, please contact any board member or the state office. 
 

TN PHCC Members Win PHCC 
National Scholarships: 
  
Congratulations to three of our Tennessee students that were awarded 
PHCC National Scholarships at the 2018 CONNECT Awards program: 
 

PHCC Educational Foundation 
Scholarship Awards, ($2500 each):  

   
Hayden Rhymer 
Blountville, TN 
Mechanical Engineering- Tennessee Tech 
 
 
Brandon Jacoby 
Knoxville, TN 
Mechanical Engineering - Virginia Tech 
 
  

Gordy Noe- President (continued from page 1) 
 

What do you think is the most valuable asset for a PHCC membership?  
It has to be the members and the wealth of knowledge in both contractor members and 
associates. Although we  compete on jobs daily, we still remain supportive of the industry and 
each others businesses and continued success. 
 

What will be your main areas of focus and your biggest challenge as President? 
It has to be the workforce. We all MUST address it daily. The shortage is here to stay unless 
we ALL get involved in getting young people interested in our industry and training them for 
success, both ours and theirs. 
 

We have great involvement in the PHCC but many skilled trades donôt have it and it effects all 
of us. Hopefully someday we can get them off the fence where theyôre watching a handful of us 
try to correct a huge problem. But sad as it is, some of us will do something about it and the 
rest will sit on the fence and complain about it. I guess thatôs just the way it works. 
         - Gordy Noe 
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Member News 

Upcoming Date 

Remindersé 

November 4: End of Daylight 

Savings Time 

 

November 6: TENNESSEE 

ELECTION DAY 

 

November 9: Fall Board 

Meeting, TN PHCC 

 Office, Knoxville 

 

November 9:  TN PHCC Clay 

Shoot Challenge,  

 Chilhowee Sportsmanôs 

Club, Maryville  (pg 7) 

 

April 24-26, 2019: TN PHCC 

Annual Events, Knoxville 

 

May 7-8, 2019: PHCC  

 Legislative Conference, 

Washington DC 

 

Oct 2-4, 2019: PHCC  

 National CONNECT, 

 Indianapolis, IN 

Mission Statement:  

ñThe TAPHCC is dedicated 

to serving and improving the 

PHC industry by providing 

opportunities for continuing 

education, communication, 

social networking, and 

business improvement.  We 

are dedicated to the 

protection of the environment 

and the health and safety of 

our society.ò 

PHCC Auxiliary Scholarship Awards: 

 
Brandon Jacoby 
Knoxville, TN 
Mechanical Engineering - Virginia Tech 
 
Lauren Day 
Morristown, TN 
Public Information- 
Virginia Military Institute 

In this Issue: 
Member Newsé. 1-2 
Legislative Newsé. 3-4 
Local Chapter Newsé. 5-6 
TN PHCC Clay Shooté. 7 
PHCC CONNECTé. 8-9 
Workforce Development 10-11 
PHCC Zone 2 é.12-13 
Support Your TN PHCCé. 14 
Business News....15-17 
Associate Membersé.18 



 

Legislative News 
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TN PHCC PAC (Political Action Committee) Supports Candidates 
 

Meetings have been held with candidates for the Tennessee 
legislature and a candidate (TN PHCC Member) for Governor 
before the Primary Elections and the General Election on 
November 6th. 
 

This yearôs election includes US House, US Senate, 
Governor and all 99 of the TN House seats and 18 
of the 33 Senate seats that are being contested. 
 
Issues discussed were Workforce Development, Career 
Training in Schools and business issues effecting the trades 
in our state with the candidates in candid work environment 
meetings. 
 
The PAC Committee takes requests from our members for 
campaign donations and researches the candidates for voting 
records and positions that align with our Associationôs goals. 

Featured Clockwise from top right: 
 
Senator Becky Massey (center) and from left to rightï Director 
Doug Mayes, President Gordy Noe, Director Donna Johnston and 
Treasurer Terry Self. 
 
Senator Massey with President Gordy Noe, Doug Mayes, Donna 
Johnston, Terry Self and Whitney Almarez, (Ride and Decide stu-
dent) now employed full time as a welder for Interstate Mechanical. 
 
Representative Jerome Moon (second from right)- Doug Mayes, 
Scott Robinson, Donna Johnston, President Gordy Noe and Terry 
Self. 
 
Representative Jerome Moon with Terry Self (below) 
 

Thank you to Interstate Mechanical for the use of one 
of their shops for the meetings and the photos. 

Please do not forget to vote on  
Tuesday, November 6th! 



 

Legislative News (cont.) 
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Director Scott Robinson with Representative David Wright and 

TN PHCC President Gordy Noe 

PHCC President Gordy Noe with Senator Art Swann and  

Director Doug Mayes 

TN PHCC Member Bill Lee 
Running for Governor 
 
History may be made on November 6th if Bill Lee wins the 
Race for Governor of TN.  To the best of our knowledge he 
will be the first TN PHCC member to serve as Governor. We 
have had the opportunity to meet with Bill and show our Asso-
ciationôs support.  As owner of member company Lee Com-
pany in Nashville, Bill has first hand knowledge of the issues 
our industry faces. 
 
When asked about his specific priorities for the upcoming leg-
islative session, Lee returned to one of his primary talking 
points on the campaign: People want good jobs, good schools 
for their children and to live in a safe neighborhood. 
 

He said he plans to "develop an emphasis on our 
education system," including post secondary  
vocational and technical education opportunities. 
 
"We donôt have an education system constructed to really create pathways to success for them or pathways for hope," Lee 
said, noting that computer programming and other technology skills were also among the types of vocational training 

needed "that may not require a four-year degree." 
 
Later in the interview, on the topic of standardized testing, 
Lee said that as a businessman he believed measurement 
was key to evaluating growth, but suggested the state may 
be taking the wrong approach. 
 
"We may measure too much," Lee said. "We may be meas-
uring the wrong thing." 
 
Lee said he believes the state should work to find a fair way 
for teacher compensation to be tied to their performance 
evaluations and students' test scores. 

Members Steve Merryman, Doug Mayes and Terry Self speak 
with Governor Candidate Bill Lee 

Executive Director Beth Killen, Member Steve Merryman, Director 
Doug Mayes, Treasurer Terry Self and Candidate Bill Lee 



 

Middle Tennessee PHCC Chapter 
Holds Annual Sporting Clay Shoot 
 

The Middle TN PHCC Chapter held their Annual Clay Shoot on September 14th at 
the Nashville Gun Club on 1100 County Hospital Road in Nashville.  The event 
sold out and is a very popular annual gathering for the Chapter and the sponsors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch Sponsors: Merryman-Farr, ACCU-
WORKS, Hiller Plumbing, Heating, Cooling 
and Electrical 
 

Station Sponsors: Trillium, Lochinvar, Ivey 
Mechanical, SM Lawrence, Mueller Industries, 
JJP, State Water Heaters represented by Mid 
America Marketing, Watts Water Products 
represented by Mid America Marketing,  

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry represented by Mid 
America Marketing, James M. Pleasants Co., 
Lee Company, Ram Tool and Hiller Plumbing, 
Heating, Cooling & Electrical 

 

And thank you to Care Supply for providing 
the ear plugs and goggle for the shooters. 
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 Local Chapter News 

Left- Shot Gun Raffle Winner:  
Jared Smith 

Event Organizer Amy Cathey on right and Chapter 

Treasurer Curtis Frizzell on left. 

Long Shot Contest Winner: Luke Brown 

Cheryl Gammon of the PHCC 

Team 
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 Local Chapter News (cont.) 

Middle Tennessee PHCC 
Chapter Holds Annual  
Sporting Clay Shoot (cont.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the First Place Demand Mechanical Team with a 66.75 
Overall Score: Darren Broadway, Dean Kelly, Michael Adcock, Bobby 

Meadows and Randall Steagall   

 

Knoxville Chapter PHCC 
Donates to Second Harvest 
Food Bank 
The Knoxville Chapter PHCC donated over 80 
pounds of food and money to the Second Har-
vest Food Bank at their September Chapter 
meeting. 
 
This time of year before the holidays and after 
school has started is an especially lean time for 
donations to help the areaôs residents in need.   
 

Second Harvest accepts all non-perishable food 
items but could use canned chicken and meats, 
tuna, fruit, and vegetables. Peanut butter is also in 
great demand. 

Second Harvest is audited annually and spends 0.8% of its budget 
on administrative expenses, 3.4% on fundraising and 95.7% on 
operating hunger-relief programs. Second Harvest can provide 3 
meals with every $1 donation. To donate please use this link:  

 

https://community.secondharvestetn.org/donatenow 
 

 

Knoxville PHCC Apprentice 
School Begins the 2018-19 
Program Year 
A record breaking 172  students have enrolled in the 2018-19 ap-
prentice school in Knoxville.  The school offers 3 programs: Plumb-
ing, Sheet Metal and HVAC and is US Department of Labor ap-
proved.  This year classes are held at the Lincoln Park Technology 
Center and Fulton High School where they are building an HVAC 
Lab for the apprentices and the high school students to use. 
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