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Where’s the September Issue?!
Well, I’m sure many of you may be wondering what happened to the September
issue, and I can tell you that it wasn’t because there was a lack of things going on in
the chapter and district. In fact, there was quite a lot going on, and I, the editor, was
unfortunately so busy with those activities that I completely forgot about the
newsletter. It also doesn’t help that I have been working off 3 different computers in
the past month due to technical difficulties with my primary computer, but now that it
has been replaced and a lot of the chapter and district events have come to an end, I
was able to remember to put this thing together. So, here’s the October issue, and I
apologize for not getting a September issue put together and sent out.

Midwest Vocal Authority Takes Convention by Storm
Midwest Vocal Authority, the only quartet from
the Terre Haute Chapter, took the Cardinal District
by storm convention weekend by making there
first ever appearance on the convention stage.
They were named the 2016 Novice Quartet
Champions and placed 4th overall in the District
Quartet Contest with a score of 1836 (68.1%
average). Members of the quartet include Logan
Williams (Tenor), Warren Weitkamp (Lead), Paul
Ellison (Bari), and Andrew Pittman (Bass).
Congratulations on a job well done gentlemen!
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Annual Election of Officers
On Thursday, October 14, the Terre Haute Chapter will hold their
annual elections to elect the 2017 Board of Directors. We hope to see
you all there to participate in these elections and have your voice heard.
The slate of officers for 2017 is as follows.

New District Senior’s Chorus
912 Monterey Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803
812-259-1392
jordan.busboom@indstate.edu
The Wabash Blues-Letter is
published monthly by the Terre
Haute, Indiana, Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society, a
proud member of the Cardinal
District.

Chapter Leadership 2016
President
Dwayne Wright
Executive VP
Jordan Busboom
Immediate Past President
Vacant
Secretary
Vacant
Treasurer
Vacant
VP Membership
Matt Bauer
VP Music and Performance
Logan Williams
Board Member-At-Large
Vacant
Chorus Manager
Donald Smock
Directors
Logan Williams & Jordan Busboom
The Banks of the Wabash
Chorus meets every Thursday at 7
PM at Harmony Hall, 1257 Lafayette
Ave, Terre Haute, Indiana 47804.
Correspondence about content and
contributions for publication should
be sent to the editor. All material in
The Wabash Blues-Letter may be
reproduced without permission;
please credit the author and The
Wabash Blues-Letter in all reprints.

The District is currently starting a District Senior’s Chorus for men
who are official members of the Society and the District and are 55 or
older. This Chorus is set to compete at the 2017 Fall Convention with 2
songs, and if the chorus scores high enough, they will receive an
invitation to compete at the 2018 Mid-Winter Festival. For those of you
that didn’t know, our very own Terry Wence has been given the honor
to serve as the director of this chorus, and the current rep selection for
the chorus is “Auld Lang Syne” arranged by Clay Hine and “In the Cool,
Cool, Cool of the Evening,” arranger unknown at this time. If you are 55
and older, have a current active membership with the Society and
District or would consider getting an active membership, and would like
to participate in this opportunity, all you have to do is register. It is, at
this time, 100% free for you to participate. Once you are registered,
you will be given the password to the tracks and sheets on the Cardinal
District website. You are responsible for learning the music on your
own. There are currently 3 rehearsals planned for the chorus including
1 at the 2017 Spring Convention, 1 at the Bring the Payne Campout,
and 1 at the 2017 Fall Convention prior to the chorus contest. More
rehearsals may be in the works, but those are the only 3 currently on
the books. If you would like to register, contact District Board MemberAt-Large Jim Boatright at brick63jim@gmail.com.
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District Membership and Attendance Down
At the last meeting for the House of Delegates at the 2016 Fall
convention, several things were brought to everyone’s attention
including membership issues, attendance issues, and participation in
District and Society events.
As it stands, membership in the district is currently down 4.2%,
and it has been going down roughly 4% each year for the past
couple of years. 4 chapters in the district saw a growth in
membership while only 4 chapters maintained their membership and
20 chapters saw a decrease in membership. One chapter, the
Vincennes chapter, has officially closed as their membership as
dropped to zero. There are currently 6 chapters at risk of closing
(membership less than 8) and 3 chapters are near risk of having a
talk of closing (membership between 8 and 12). While membership
seems to be a primary concern for many chapters throughout the
district and the society including our own, this poses a great problem
to the mere existence of our district. This is an issue that the society,
the district, and all chapters are concerned about.
Convention attendance is down again this year. For the past few
years, convention attendance has been in a steady
decline. Unfortunately, if convention attendance does not improve,
the district will be forced to look at doing one convention per
year. They have tried to keep away from doing this, but they are
coming to the realization that they may have no other option.
Participation from Chapter Leadership in District and Society
activities is also down. The District is encourage all Chapter leaders
to attend more activities to have a say in operations of the Society
and District and continue their training and education to better
themselves and their chapter.
These are obviously issues that affect us as well as we are apart
of the Cardinal District and we help make up the Cardinal District.
Most people forget that it is the Cardinal District Association of
Chapters. Without the chapters, the District does not exist.
Furthermore, we can only get out of our District what we put into it,
and it is time we took a more proactive approach to the issues
concerning our District as our approach will not only help better our
District, but it will also better us all as individuals and as a chapter.

October 2016

Calendar of Events

Election of Officers
October 14, 2016
Harmony Hall

Wright Fall Party
October 22, 2016
Casa de Wright

Idle Creek Singout
November 4, 2016

BOW Christmas Show
December 10, 2016
Location TBA

BOW Installation Banquet
Time and Location TBD

Cardinal District Leadership
Academy
January 14, 2017
Columbus, IN
Columbus North H.S.

BHS Midwinter
January 17-22, 2017
San Antonio, TX

Cardinal District Spring
Convention and Contests
March 24-25, 2017
Ben Davis H.S., Indianapolis, IN

For detailed information on all
chapter performances, go to
www.bowchorus.com and visit
the Schedule section.
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Upcoming Cardinal District Events
The Cardinal District has released information
regarding the upcoming 2017 Leadership
Academy and the 2017 Spring Convention.
Leadership Academy dates and locations
have been announced. It will be held on January
14 at the Columbus North High School in
Columbus, IN. There is a new format to this
years Leadership Academy as well. In addition
CALL TO ORDER:
The regular meeting for September 2016 of the Board to the regular COTS classes for officers to attend,
there will be more Harmony University like
of Directors of the Terre Haute Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society was called to order by classes to attend for all members to give all
President Dwayne Wright at 6:10 P.M. on Thursday, members a chance to attend Leadership
September 15, 2016 in the Board Room of Harmony
Academy and better themselves as a member of
Hall with a quorum present. The proposed agenda was
the Chapter and District and as a singer. The
approved.
installation of the 2017 Cardinal District Board of
MINUTES:
Directors will also take place during this event.
The Minutes of the August 2016 meeting were
The 2017 District Board of Directors will include
approved as presented.
the following officers:
TREASURER’S REPORT:

President: Don Green (South Bend-Mishawaka)
The Treasurer’s report for the month showed us to be
Executive VP: Jim Boatright (Ft. Wayne)
financially stable with decent profits being seen from
our advertising campaign and the Fall Show and all bills Imm. Past Pres.: Greg Busch (Columbus-Greenwood)
Secretary: Jim Rosenau (Greater Indianapolis)
being up to date. The Treasurer’s report was accepted
Treasurer: Paul Gabriel (Greater Indianapolis)
as presented.
Board Member-At-Large: Pat Conroy (Louisville)
OLD BUSINESS
Board Member-At-Large: Jeremy Brann (Lexington)
No old business

The 2017 Spring Convention will be held at
Ben Davis High School in Indianapolis, IN from
The board approved the allocation of $200 to Paul
March 24-25. With the decreased convention
Ellison for use of Terre Haute South H.S. for the Fall
Show. Brent Pasley and Mykie Guesss were approved attendance over the past few years, the District is
to use the Hall for their events on 11/11/16 and
currently looking at reformatting the conventions
11/16/16 respectively.
to offer more opportunities, both singing and
educational, to the general membership.
ANOUNCEMENTS/GOOD OF THE ORDER
With a lot going on at the District level and lots
The Wright Fall Party will be October 22.
of reformatting of events, things are sure to get
NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT
fairly interesting with the content of the Cardinal
The regular meeting for the month of October is
District events. More information to come as
scheduled to convene at 6 PM on October 18, 2016 in more information becomes available, but mark
the Board Room of Harmony Hall. With no further
these dates on your calendars and make plans to
business to come before the Board of Directors,
attend. As I said, it’s sure to be an exciting time.
President Wright declared adjournment at 6:45 PM.
NEW BUSINESS
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Tag of the Month

Print off two copies of
this newsletter to
share—one with your
family and one with
someone you are
bringing to a chapter
meeting. Let them
know they belong here!

www.harmonyfoundation.org
Secure the future of Barbershop harmony
through your generous gifts to the
Harmony Foundation. Provide additional
support to your chapter and district with
the Donor’s Choice option.

10/16 John Rector
10/19 Scott Beard
10/31 Dick Hughes

The 25th of each month
Visit us online at:
www.bowchorus.com
The Terre Haute Chapter and the
Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meet every Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Meetings and rehearsals are held
at Harmony Hall. All guests are
welcome. All men are welcome to
sing with us. For more information,
call (812)-232-4926.
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