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Encouragement for Those Who Serve

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
“Ministry can be a very lonely place.” Those were the familiar words of the man that I
will always call “my pastor,” Richard Oldham. In my 14 years of ministry, I have found this
to be a very true statement. Undoubtedly, ministry can be very difficult. It didn’t take long
during my first pastorate to realize that seminary did not prepare me at all for the relational
conflict that often erupts in ministry.
According to Ministry Essentials (http://meintl.org/soul-care/), 46% of mission personnel
leave the mission field within the first five years and 71% of those departures could have
been prevented. Out of those departures, the top five causes were the result of character
and relationship difficulties. Having experienced many of these issues first hand, I have a
growing desire to see those in ministry be better-equipped to handle the difficult realities
that present themselves so that they can remain healthy and stay in ministry.
This is exactly the type of support and equipping Rich Plass and Jim Cofield have done
for me. “The best thing that you can bring to ministry is your transformed and transforming
presence,” says Rich Plass and Jim Cofield of CrossPoint Ministry. Rich speaks of himself as
a “pastor to pastors”. I am thankful that through the ministry of these two men, they have
helped me to grow spiritually and emotionally and have helped me to navigate through
some dark times of the soul. Over a two year period of soul care with these men, I learned
to cultivate my own relational capacity so that I could experience the love of God and His
presence in a deeper way. In turn, I have been better equipped to care for the souls in my
congregation.
continued on page 5
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Celebrating Thirty Years of Ministry
by John Reeder, Associate Pastor of Worship
The first Sunday of June will mark thirty years of ministry for Marlene Scharbrough as accompanist on our
Northside music ministry team! Congratulations Marlene! When discussing among our staff when Marlene
first came to Northside, Jan Jeter remarked, “Well how
old is Suzanne? Because I held her in my arms as a
baby when Marlene came in to fill out her paper work.”
That would have been a generation ago and what a
fruitful generation it has been!
In the early years Marlene would most often be
seen playing the organ, opposite of Gary Irvin who
played the piano. Lois Irvin was the church’s Music and
Choir Director at that time. Lois says, ““I remember the
first time I met Marlene. She came into the sanctuary
carrying Suzanne in a baby carrier. I remember her
playing the organ and thinking how extremely talented
a pianist and organist she was. Through the the years
she also became a faithful and loving friend. She has
blessed me in so many ways!””
In the mid nineties, electronic keyboards and synthesizers were making their way into church music. Bill
Scharbrough joined the music team as a keyboardist
at that time. As Marlene’s husband, he has a unique
perspective of both being married to and serving with
Marlene as an accompanist.

At the Keyboard: Bill and Marlene Scharbrough
Bill says:
“As a musician and the spouse of a musician, I appreciate the dedication and hard work required to consistently be the best as Marlene surely is. It has been
special to me to share in worshiping together on the
music team as a husband and wife. This has brought a
special joy to our relationship that few couples will ever
experience.”
In time Gary stepped aside from the piano and the
organ was being used less often so Marlene picked up
the more familiar role you see her in today
as playing the piano. Through the years, it
would not be uncommon for Marlene to
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Northside’s Maestro: Marlene Scharbrough
move between songs to play both the organ and the
piano or even an extra keyboard all in the same service. I have even seen her pick up a tambourine and
add some percussion on certain songs.
But beyond playing all types of keyboard instruments at Northside, Marlene has provided expertise
and professionalism to our church with her leadership
as well. She has worked with our Children’s Choir Ministry and VBS Music. She has traveled with me for mission trips, conferences, and revivals. She has spent
time serving on our Church Music Council and helped
to provide insight to the changing music styles and the
planning and structuring of the music ministry through
the years. She has directed sectional and choir rehearsals and led worship from the piano. She has
even been known to help with some vocal lessons and
worked with soloists and ensembles through the years.
Marlene has also helped a multitude of brides perfect their wedding ceremonies by spending time with
them and helping them plan their wedding music to
their own personal taste. Her expertise and extensive
experience has brought a wealth of knowledge and
variety in the wedding ministry through the years. Likewise, Marlene has sat with many of our families and
provided council for music for funerals for their loved
ones.
You may not know but Marlene is also an accomplished teacher. I mentioned that she has given vocal
coaching to individuals but of course her private organ
and piano instruction has influenced both children,
youth and adult students for more than thirty years.
Personally, it is impossible for me to express my gratitude to Marlene for all she has helped me with through
the years. She has effectively trained me in the art of
worship and music ministry. I joined the Northside Baptist Church Staff in 1994. That was 23 years ago. In these
23 years, music ministry has seen a lot of changes. We
all know that change brings both praise and criticism.
Marlene has endured her fair share of both, but even
more importantly to me… she has been a stabilizing
anchor for me in a sea of change and criticism that I
too have faced through the years.
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continued from page 2

Marlene is an extension of my ministry in every way
here at Northside. She is caring and loving and gently provides counsel to friends when it is helpful. She
is fiercely devoted to her church and desiring to see
unity abound amongst the variety of changes we have
been through throughout our ministry years together.
Behind the scenes she is a prayer warrior! Her consistent prayers, notes and words of encouragement have
kept me and many others moving forward in times of
both famine and bounty in the ministry. Beyond the
great comrade she is in ministry… she is a great friend.
I guess as I look back on the things above, one
would say that Marlene exhibits the three most important character qualities to me in my life personally: A
Positive Attitude, A Servant’s Heart and a Loyal Spirit.
Thank you, Marlene! I have never walked into a rehearsal or worship service when I was not completely
confident that you could play anything I put in front of
you at first glance. Not only that… I knew you would
make it even better and personal, as you put your
whole heart into providing much more than music!
Your love for our Lord is contagious and shines through
your music! Beyond our Lord, you love people...your
heart and love for the people of Northside and many
others in our community is a blessing. May God continue to bless you and your family in the years to come!
It is a joy to serve the Lord with you…. and Bill too!
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AHG Finishes Another Great Year

American Heritage Girls wrapped up their year in May with a special awards ceremony. The young ladies had a
great year and have the badges and knowledge to prove it. Thank you to the volunteers who invested in these
girls during this school year to make them know that they are a part of “God’s Masterpiece.” A special “THANK
YOU” to Mrs. Linda Donaldson for Coordinating the program this year.
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American Heritage Girls proudly display their posters telling what
they love about being part of the troop. The American Heritage
Girls organization focuses on raising godly young women who follow the Lord and are involved in serving their communities.
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AWANA: Grand Prix Closes out the Year

Thank you to all the DEDICATED volunteers this year
who made AWANA a great success. A special THANK
YOU to Miss Dana Jones for Coordinating the program.
We ended the year with awards night as well as the
Grand Prix. Congratulations to Jay Brooks for the winning car and to all the boys and girls who worked so
hard all year.

VBS KIDS CAMP
Coming July 17-21
9:00 AM to Noon
It’s free!
Kids Age 4 - Grade 5

Encouragement
continued from page 1

I feel a growing passion inside me to equip ministry
leaders to experience a deeper understanding of
the presence of Christ, so they in turn can provide
transformative soul care to those to whom they minister.
The first week in June, my family and I will have such
an opportunity. UIMA (United Indian Mission Aviation)
has invited me and my family to spend a week training
their missionaries in soul care. Many of these men and
women serve in the remote and rugged Sierra Madre
Mountains of Mexico where ministry can be very difficult.
Please pray that Chastity and I will be a blessing to these
families and that through our time together they will grow
deeper in their understanding of what it means to be
“in Christ” and learn to rest in God’s unfailing love, even
amid difficult ministry settings.
I am thankful that Northside has had a love for
missions and missionaries over the years and continues
to show that love. Thank you for your love and
support of me and my family as we seek to
fulfill the call of Matthew 28. Blessings to you!
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JOIN US! Parent’s Night Out is Friday, June 23; 6:00-8:30 PM for our Roller Skating Party. Parent’s Night Out is offered at Northside Baptist to allow a safe, fun place for children to come while their parents have a nice, QUIET,
evening out. Our goal is to have 13 volunteers come and help. This will allow all the parents with children (infants
through 5th grade) to go out for a date night or at least a quiet one. We will provide the games, crafts, and food.
We just need YOU to come and help! Contact kwhite@northsideindy.org to volunteer.

Northside Student Ministry
Ultimate Youth Camp 2017

This world places hope in their skills, their reputation,
their accomplishments, their nation, and their nationality. In Philippians 3, the Apostle Paul teaches us that our
citizenship is in heaven and that we belong to Jesus.
For this reason, our hope is not placed in the rewards
that this world has to offer. We are Outsiders. We strive
to obtain a different reward — the prize of knowing our
true King—Jesus.
We are outsiders because we find meaning and purpose in knowing and pleasing King Jesus. We are outsiders because we are citizens of the kingdom of heaven. We are outsiders because we count all worldly
prizes as rubbish.
Come to Crossings in 2017 to learn from Philippians 3.
Together, we will strive to forget the empty hope of this
world. Together, we will press on to know King Jesus
and the power of his resurrection. Together, we will be
… Outsiders.
Registration has begun for our annual Ultimate Youth
Camp which will take place July 6-10 for grades 7-12 at
Crossings Camp in Cedarmore, Kentucky.
Cost for Ultimate Youth Camp is $265 per student if paid
by July 1st. Be sure to sign up on our website
at www.northsideindy.org/students.html.
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Save the Date: Faith and Fellowship Night at Victory Field

On August 23, the Indianapolis Indians and Christian radio station Shine 88.3 FM celebrate Faith & Fellowship Night
at Victory Field. The evening starts with a pregame concert from JJ Weeks Band and a faith testimonial from an
Indians player at 5:30 p.m. Then, stay for the game to enjoy a night of baseball overlooking the downtown skyline.
First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 p.m., with gates opening in time for the pregame concert at 5:30 p.m.
Fans who want to attend the pregame concert need a ticket for that night’s game.
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We kicked off a new group in May with an outing to
Arts Park in Broad Ripple and to the Indianapolis Zoo.
We enjoyed getting to know the parents and children
in the Northside family as well as others who are new or
visiting Northside.
Mark your Calendars, Saturday, June 17th we will be
having a Northside Kids Water Day at Riverwood Park
in Ravenswood 10:00-11:30 AM. The Splash pad will be
Open along with Water Tables for the little ones and
Water Games for older siblings. Join us on Wednesday,
June 28th Music and Story time for children Birth-Preschool in the Kids Wing at Northside.
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Recently, one of the many road construction projects in Carmel forced me to find a new route to work. Initially,
I was unhappy to leave the familiar behind and learn something new. Then, after a few trips to work, I realized
the new route was easier and faster. I wondered why I hadn’t gone that way before. Even though the road has
reopened, I am still using the new route.
You would think that after eight years of ministry, Covenant Foods would have a perfect organizational plan
in place. But growth in food donations and number of guests each week required us to rethink things. Some wondered, “why the changes?” But now we appreciate how much easier and faster the process is and wouldn’t
want to go back to the old way.
First, all the food inventory was put into a computer system for tracking what we use, what we need to purchase, and how much we spend. Then the shelves in the pantry were moved from many short vertical rows to two
long horizontal rows. You would have to see it to understand, but the change really improved the efficiency of
filling the guests’ orders. And, of course, the donation of our beautiful new refrigerator has helped tremendously
with the flow of meat and dairy foods.
Another seemingly minor change is that guests previously checked in, selected food from the bread and
produce tables, saw a counselor, and were assisted with carrying their bags to their cars. Since January, after
checking in, they see a counselor first, and then get food from the tables. The physical set up of the room also
flip-flopped. Now the flow through the room is so much easier and faster.
The thing that remains as our number one reason for being here each Tuesday evening is to share the gospel
with our neighbors. Even in that, we are looking for ways to share, not easier or faster, but more effectively. We
are trying to identify guests who might want to go a little deeper in their understanding of who Jesus is. Then we
connect them with a volunteer who is willing to meet with them outside of the Tuesday night time frame.
As always, we depend on you, our church family, for prayers and donations. We will continue to evolve as God
reveals changes and improvements that we need to make. Thank you for your continued support.
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Join us in the Prayer
Room on the 2nd, 4th
and 5th Saturday each
month at 8:00 AM.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Welcome, New Members!

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Young Married: Wednesday evenings
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Vicky Andrade Nichols
Bryan and Danielle Root

Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

