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Backcountry Skiing: Backcountry Film Festival
By Kitty Mayo
If you've never heard of
backcountry skiing, well, it's only
because you have been missing out
on the cutting edge of ski adventures that has been blowing up
across the world and the U.S., and
is only now making its way to the
northshore.
Superior Highland Backcountry
is a recently formed group based
out of Lutsen that is working to
bring awareness and advocacy for
backcountry skiing to the area. Elli
King, a member of SHB, and coowner of Lutsen Recreation, Inc.
(an independent ski rental shop),
says that the sport of backcountry
is next level.
“Off-trail skiing has been gaining popularity because it's just
awesome, peaceful, beautiful fun,”
said King. According to King as
skiers develop skills they often refer to powder skiing as their dream
condition. Powder skiing, or skiing
in freshly fallen, or never before
skied on snow is a bit of a mecca
for advanced skiers. In
backcountry skiing King says that
basically unlimited powder skiing
is available.
The mission of the SHB group is
to open up and promote
backcountry skiing along the shore
of Lake Superior, for the Superior
Highlands, and in the Sawtooth
Mountains.
To that end they are hosting the
17th annual Backcountry Film
Festival, with two showings a film
produced by the Winter Wildlands
Alliance. The film, billed as “celebrating the human powered experience”, is a compilation of visually stunning backcountry skiing
videos woven together with incredible music and other interesting short video interludes.
King says SHB is currently

Rory Scoles, SHB member and Lutsen Recreation, Inc. co-owner. Photo submitted by Elli King
working toward obtaining a special use permit for “glading” on
land lying within the Superior National Forest adjacent to Moose
Mountain. “Glading” is the clearing of brush and stumps to make it
safe for backcountry skiing. However, the process leaves in place
mature trees, creating a natural
glade landscape, with slight human alterations to ensure that is
safe, according to King.
Sidecountry is another term to describe this type of skiing when
done in an area adjacent to
groomed ski trails.
SHB hopes to have the permit
submission process completed by

March of this year.

also at 6:00 pm. Cost for adults is
$10, and children are free.

Further down the road King
says that SHB wants to put together the option to have hut to
hut skiing that would connect the
Finland area to the Lutsen area.
Hut to hut backcountry skiing
give skiers access to remote skiing and lodging for a multiple
day experience in the woods.
The film will be shown twice,
the first time at Zeitgeist in Duluth on Thursday, February 1st at
6:00 pm. The second showing
will be the following day, Friday,
February 2nd in Grand Marais at
the North House Folk School,

“The film festival is our debut
of our newly formed group and
we are hoping to connect with the
community in a fun way,” said
King. People who are interested
in learning more about
backcountry skiing, or becoming
a member of Superior Highland
Backcountry are very welcome to
attend. Opportunities to sign up
for volunteer hours to help with
glading in lieu of paying for a
membership are also an option.
Look for more information
online at: superiorhighlandbc.org/.

Call for Local Artists
By Kitty Mayo
The Two Harbors Public Library is
seeking local artists to put their works on
display.

desk. The library made an initial investment
in a display system for hanging artwork, and
paint for a neutral backdrop.

Part of an ongoing project to give artists
from the area an outlet to display their art,
the Two Harbors Public Library has
dedicated a highly-visible, centrally located
wall to display high quality original artwork,
giving a preference to local artists and
subject matter.

“No matter what style of art, from a neat
art quilt, to paintings, photos, and fiber art,
as long as we can hang it on the wall,” said
Sundstrom.

Katie Sundstrom, THPL director, says the
library began rotating art displays a year ago
in January, with each artist's works being
displayed for about two months at a time.
Current openings for display months are
July-August, and September-October, 2018.
The display wall is on the main floor of the
library, between the entryway and service

While most of the featured artists live in
the area, one last year, and so far two artists
this year are from other parts of Minnesota.
“We want to support local and regional
artists and give them a public display case,
also we want patrons to see local artists and
new art forms that they might not otherwise
see or know about,” said Sundstrom, “It's
also fun for staff to see new artwork change
out!.”

To find an application to display your art
go online to: http://
www.twoharborspubliclibrary.com/, and
click on the “Apply to Display Your Own
Artwork!” tab under Art in the Library.
Completed applications can be turned in to
the library for consideration and final
approval by the art committee. Applications
can also be picked up in person at the
library,
Currently on display for the months of
January and February are works from
collage artist Nicole Hoekstra.
Next in the line-up is the photography of
Two Harbors artist Micky McGilligan.
Sundstrom is hoping to develop the project
further by involving presentations by artists.
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