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Petrified Man 
 
A petrified man was found some time ago in the mountains south of Gravelly Ford. Every 

limb and feature of the stony mummy was perfect, not even excepting the left leg, which has 
evidently been a wooden one during the lifetime of the owner—which lifetime, by the way, came 
to a close about a century ago, in the opinion of a savant who has examined the defunct.  

The body was in a sitting posture, and leaning against a huge mass of croppings; the 
attitude was pensive, the right thumb resting against the side of the nose; the left thumb partially 
supported the chin, the fore-finger pressing the inner corner of the left eye and drawing it partly 
open; the right eye was closed, and the fingers of the right hand spread apart.  

This strange freak of nature created a profound sensation in the vicinity, and our 
informant states that by request, Justice Sewell or Sowell, of Humboldt City, at once proceeded 
to the spot and held an inquest on the body. The verdict of the jury was that "deceased came to 
his death from protracted exposure," etc. The people of the neighborhood volunteered to bury the 
poor unfortunate, and were even anxious to do so; but it was discovered, when they attempted to 
remove him, that the water which had dripped upon him for ages from the crag above, had 
coursed down his back and deposited a limestone sediment under him which had glued him to 
the bed rock upon which he sat, as with a cement of adamant, and Judge S. refused to allow the 
charitable citizens to blast him from his position.  

The opinion expressed by his Honor that such a course would be little less than sacrilege, 
was eminently just and proper. Everybody goes to see the stone man, as many as three hundred 
having visited the hardened creature during the past five or six weeks. 
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