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It’s that time of the year when the
weather gets crisp, the leaves have
turned and the trees are looking bare
and the impending days of wet, cold,
cloudy days and snow will soon be
upon us. Sounds a bit dreary!
However, we are fortunate to live in
New Mexico since these type of days
come and go quickly and were soon
awash in sunshine and blue skies. But
at one point, when I was drafting this
letter and describing a dreary winter
it was also reflective of my thoughts
about the news that came out of the
APTA Annual Convention in October
this year in respect to the long term
funding of a six year transportation
bill or again the lack of one. Then,
just like the weather changes in New
Mexico and begins to get sunny, we
get news that the U.S. House of Representatives on November 5, 2015
overwhelmingly
approved
a
bipartisan,
multi-year
surface
transportation bill to reauthorize and
reform federal highway, transit, and
highway safety programs known as
the
Surface
Transportation
Reauthorization and Reform Act
(STRR). Although not flawless, the
House rejected any new and old
funding ideas to increase or even
sustain the Highway Trust Fund past

three years. While getting a six year
policy bill from the House is an
improvement, their bill barely funds
the program for three years and
misses the higher, yet underfunded
bar the Senate set in the DRIVE Act.
What’s next? The STRR Act and Drive
Act (Senate version) must go to a
Conference Committee to hash out
the pieces that both Chambers can
agree on. So it is close. Hopefully, the
Conference Committee can come to
consensus on a bill that improves
upon what both legislative bodies
approved and which will be passed
by both Chambers, so that we will
finally have a six year surface
transportation bill. The current short
-term funding authorization expires
on November 20, and the House is
only in session for one week between
now and the deadline, making
another
short-term
extension
possible.
The Board of Directors and I want to
thank every one of you for everything
you do, not only for NMTA but for
transit within the communities you
serve. We wish you and your families
a very joyful and safe holiday season!
Sincerely,
Anthony J. Mortillaro
NMTA President
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NMDOT Transit and Rail Division Update on the FFY 2016 Program Year and
FFY 2017 Application Process

News from New
Mexico
Department of
Transportation

FY 2016 Sections 5310/5311 Program
Updates:
 All MOAs have been executed and one
original copy has been distributed to
each subgrantee.
 For FY 2016, NMDOT has created a
Budget workbook that includes the
invoice, Budget Adjustment Request
(BAR) Categories, and BAR templates for
Administration,
Operating
and
Capital. The intent is to streamline the
reimbursement and Budget adjustment
process and keep an electronic record of
the BAR and corresponding invoice. In
addition, a “Passengers per Hour” line
has been added to the Ridership
Statistics.
 Invoice budget worksheets are currently
under review and will be returned to
each subgrantee as they are approved.
Hopefully, no later than November 6,
2015.
 A request for an extension to the current
Transit Vehicle Price agreement has been
submitted to State Purchasing. We will
send a notice once we receive
approval. In addition, we hope to have a
new statewide transit vehicle price
agreement with additional vehicle types
in early 2016.

FY 2017 Sections 5310/5311 Application
Process Update:
 Requests for additional or missing FY
2017 application documents have been
emailed. Documents must be submitted
no later than Monday, November 30,
2015.
 RTPO FY17 Rating and Ranking Meeting
Schedule
o SERTPO – October 1, 2015
– Completed
o NERTPO - October 21, 2015
– Completed
o MRRTPO – October 22, 2015
– Completed
o NPRTPO – November 9, 2015
– Completed
o SWRTPO – November 17, 2015
– 8:30 AM
o NWRTPO – December 9, 2015
– 10:00 AM
o SCRTPO – December 15, 2015
– 10:30 AM
If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Delilah Garcia via
email delilah.garcia@State.nm.us or
505-827-5653

Comments Sent to the Docket for Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA)
Public Transportation Safety Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM)
Comments on FTA’s Public Transportation
Safety Program NPRM were due October 13,
2015. The rule sets the stage for safety
rulemaking, establishing Safety Management
Systems (SMS) as the foundation of FTA’s
safety policy implementation.
The rule
defines FTA’s oversight authority, establishes
the overall framework for FTA to monitor,
oversee and enforce safety in the public

transit industry, and lays out the minimum
criteria for enhancing the safety of public
transportation across the United States.
Comments were submitted by NMDOT and
focused on New Mexico’s excellent rural and
small urban transit safety record with zero
bus transit-related fatalities over the last 10
years as well as NMDOT’s comprehensive
transit safety program.
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NMDOT supports the American Association of
State Transportation Officials’ (AASHTO)
comments and our primary comments specific
to this NPRM were as follows:
1. Rulemaking should result in regulations that
are relevant and properly scaled to the greatest
extent practicable; specifically FTA should
provide a separate approach for smaller bus
systems.
2. Flexibility should be authorized at the state
level to implement requirements.
NMDOT appreciates the New Mexico transit
systems
and
senior
and
disabled
transportation providers who also submitted

comments to the docket.
The following NPRMs and Guidance related to
FTA’s Public Transportation Safety Program will
be issued in the following months:




National Public Transportation Safety Plan
Guidance
Public Transportation Agency Safety Plans
NPRM
National Public Transportation Security
Certification Training Program (NPRM)

For more information, please contact
Deborah Bach, NMDOT Federal Transit Grants
Specialist, at deborah.bach@state.nm.us or
505-827-5218.

NMDOT to Send Comments to the Docket for Federal Transit Administration’s
(FTA) National Transit Asset Management System (TAM) Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM)
The proposed rule would establish a National
Transit Asset Management System (TAM) to
monitor and manage public transportation
capital assets designed to achieve and maintain
a state of good repair, improve safety, and
increase reliability and performance. In
addition, this notice includes proposed
amendments to the National Transit Database
regulations to conform to the proposed
reporting requirements for transit asset
management. The proposed rule would set minimum Federal requirements for transit asset
management to improve the condition of the
Nation’s transit capital assets by establishing a
strategic and performance-based process for
operating, maintaining, and replacing transit
capital assets across the United States.
Comments on FTA’s TAM NPRM are due
November 30, 2015.
NMDOT supports the American Association of
State Transportation Officials’ (AASHTO)
comments. NMDOT’s principal comments
specific to this NPRM are as follows:


Limit Section 5310 Program assets to
include only FTA funded assets and vehicles









Amend the definition of “accountable
executive” to include a State DOT that is not
a transit provider
Create a definition of capital asset to meet
the purpose of the rules.
Eliminate the mandate for States to create a
TAM Plan for all Tier II providers.
Allow target setting to align with TAM plan
implementation timeline and using a phased
in approach.
The costs associated with establishing a
Statewide Tam plan are understated.

NMDOT appreciates the New Mexico transit
systems and senior and disabled transportation
providers who participated in the webinars and
who also submitted comments to the docket.
To submit comments: Identify
# FTA-2014-0020 or RIN # 2132-AB07





Docket

Electronically: http://www.regulations.gov
U.S. Mail:
Docket Operations, USDOT
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE, West Building
Room W12-140
Washington, DC 20590-0001
Fax: 202-493-2251

For more information, please contact Deborah
Bach, NMDOT Federal Transit Grants Specialist,
at deborah.bach@state.nm.us or 505-827-5218.
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Highlighting
A
New Mexico
Transportation
Provider

Changes are Happening with Red Apple Transit in Farmington
Andrew Montoya was hired a little more than
4 months ago as the Transit Manager for the
Red Apple bus system in Farmington, NM.
Below is a little about Andrew.
Background and experience in transit?







The City of
Farmington















From the City of Farmington.
Has Master’s Degree in Business and is a
3rd year Doctoral Student in Business
Leadership.
Joined the military after graduation and
one year of college.
Served for 24 years on active duty
service in the Army.
Made the enlisted rank of Sergeant then
got commissioned as a logistical and
transportation officer making the officer
rank of Major.
Moved personnel and equipment by
aircraft, rail, and bus into a combat and
non-combat environment.
Was deployed to the Middle East 4 times
with the longest deployment being 16
months into the desert.
After he retired from the Army, he
moved back to Farmington.
Andrew got a job as a business teacher
at Kirtland Central High School where he
taught his students how to do a business
plan which won a Golden Apple/Wells
Fargo $1000 grant award.
The money was used to go on a field trip
to City Hall so the students could get to
see real life business operations.
While at City Hall, he met the Assistant
City Manager.
After talking with him he found out that
Andrew had transit experience and
asked if he was interested in applying
for the position.
After the city conducted interviews,
Andrew was informed that he got the
job.
It is this background that gave Andrew
the experience to manage the bus
system for the city.

Background on the Red Apple bus system?
In November 1999 the Red Apple started

with a 13 mile route around the city.
By 2005 it grew to 8 buses with 5 city routes
and 3 regional routes to Aztec, Bloomfield,
and Kirtland.
The Red Apple operates 6 Days a week, 11
hours a day.
Cost to ride the Red Apple?
In the city:



$1 to ride the bus
.50 cents for Students, Seniors, and
Personnel on Medicaid
 Children under 10 are Free riding with an
adult.
To Aztec, Bloomfield, or Kirtland:


$2 to ride the bus

To ride the Dial a Ride:


$2 If a rider has a disability and a doctor
classifies them to require Para-transit.
 $5 for all other riders if there is space
available.
For College Students:


They can obtain a whole semester pass
to

ride the Red Apple for only $45.
Management levels of the Red Apple?
The Red Apple is overseen by the Assistant
City Manager.
The bus system is managed by Andrew, the
City of Farmington Red Apple Transit
Manager.
The drivers are under contract with Ride
Right and they have a General Manager that
manages them and their daily operations.

PAGE 5

Typical riders of the bus?
Everyone rides the bus for many reasons. We do however
see many who have: no car, are a one vehicle family, environmentalist, students, elderly, and disabled.
First Tasking?
The first task given to Andrew was to analyze the bus
system and see if there was a way to increase ridership.
He was given 90 days to analyze and implement any
changes needed so that service would not be interrupted
prior to school starting in August.



Accomplishments so far?



After analyzing the bus system, with the input from the
drivers, riders, the contractor manager, and other
stakeholders, there were certain areas found that could use
change.
After making those changes the bus ridership has steadily
increased.





By leaving on the hour the students could not get to
class by 8 am.
The time for Red route was readjusted to leave at
7:35 am to get the college students to class before 8.
The Red bus now leaves from Orchard plaza at 7:35 am
completely full, we even have another bus follow
behind taking the overflow of riders.
There have been absolutely no complaints about the
bus leaving 30 minutes earlier.

Changes made that increased ridership?

Purple Route











First of all Andrew began with the idea to make
minimal change to the routes so to not upset the daily
riders.
Added new stops to concentrated areas.
Removed all non-revenue miles.
Concentrated on getting workers into town and college
students to San Juan College before 8 am.
Created a Link with Navajo Transit coming from the
Navajo Nation.




The purple route goes up Dustin towards the college.
It now serves the Mesa Shopping Center which has
already had riders picked up and dropped off at.
It also has two stops on Ute which serves the
neighborhood which had daily riders.
This is another bus that is full as many riders use it to
go to Smiths, the Social Security office, the college and
the State office.

Blue Route
Changes that increased ridership?
Yellow Route







This route was redirected to 20th street which had no
prior bus service.
20th street has major businesses on it.
We are providing services to between 20 and 30 riders
a week on the new 20th street stops.
20th Street bus stops have become very popular in that
every new stop has ridership.
The most popular stops are at K Mart, Library, and
Walgreens.
There have been no complaints from the business as
some of them have appreciated the stops in front of
their business as the bus brings them new business.









Green Route


Red Route



The Red route goes to the college.
The bus was originally leaving Orchard Plaza, which is
the main transfer point, on the hour.

The blue route serves Main Street.
It now has new stops at the Museum, Hastings,
Downtown Main Street, Broadway, and a new stop at
Berg Park.
The museum, Hastings, and Downtown Main Street do
have riders.
There are no riders on the Broadway stop yet, however
the stop is designated and maybe after the
revitalization of Downtown takes place the citizens will
begin using it.
Even though we already had a stop at Berg Park, there
are riders that are using the new stop.




The green route serves the Southside of town which is
a large area.
The green route was shortened and shared with the
red route so that it is not such a long ride.
Riders actually thanked the bus driver for shortening
the route.
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Aztec Route






The Aztec route added two more additional times
of 10 am and 2 pm instead of only the 7, 12, 6
times.
The riders on the Aztec route appreciated that
they do not have to wait 5 hours in-between
buses.
The Aztec route is picking up 10 new riders.

Bloomfield Route


A new bus shelter was installed at the Library and
it just so happened the next day it rained and as
the bus manager was driving by the shelter he
said there were riders waiting in it for the next
bus.

Kirtland Route



The Kirtland route removed two non-revenue
stops shortening the trip.
It is also where the new Navajo Transit Transfer
point was put in at.

In analyzing the two transit systems, it showed that
the Navajo Transit and the Red Apple passed each
other at the same time while the Red Apple was
serving Kirtland.
By creating a stop in Kirtland where the two buses
passed each other, it has given the riders coming in
from the Navajo Nation the opportunity to transfer
onto the Red Apple and they can come in directly into
the city and the college students can transfer and
continue to the college.

To find the routes and times, the map can be accessed
from any smart phone or computer by going to
www.fmtn.org/redapple or by calling 325-3409.
Maps are also located in the shelters, or on the buses,
or can be obtained at the Ride Right office at Orchard
Plaza.
For the future?
We are currently doing a Hub facility study to find a
suitable location for a new bus station.
Two Public meetings were held at the Civic Center to
show the possible locations.
Two are located in the downtown area which will add
to the revitalization and the third closer to the current
main transfer point.
More work is still being conducted (route analyzing
into the hub) and then will be followed by a call for
projects for funding.
Complaints?
People can express their concerns for resolution as
this is a customer oriented service.
We have a customer survey that is available on the
bus which is easy to fill.
All complaints are requested to be submitted in
writing so that they can be tracked to resolution.
The contractor manager has good rapport with riders
and does a good job resolving complaints at the
lowest level.
Compliments?

There are 4 college students coming from the Navajo
Nation that use it to get to the college.

A customer survey is available on the bus for
compliments as well.

In speaking to one of the riders, we found out that he
chose to go to San Juan College because he was able
to make it to the college all the way from Shiprock by
transferring onto the Red Apple.

We have received many positive compliments from
riders on the new changes.

Saturday
The two Saturday routes and the Dial a Ride now have
service every hour instead of every other hour.
Maps
We are pushing to be environmentally friendly and
advertise to find the map on the webpage.
We are currently the eight most viewed web page in
the city with the first being the main page, the second
is the contents page, and the third is the animal
shelter with the pictures of cute puppies and kitties.

Anything else to add?
Yes, come and ride it.
There are many reasons to ride the bus such as:






Transit users get 3 times more physical activity
tans someone who drives.
It is less stress than driving a personal vehicle.
Buses are 20 times safer than traveling by private
vehicle.
To save money because Transportation is the
second highest household cost after housing.
And finally - A single household can reduce their
carbon footprint by 10% if they use public transit.
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ABQ RIDE Celebrates Golden
Anniversary
Salutes Transition from Once-Private Bus
Company to State’s Most Utilized Public
Transportation

Albuquerque, NM – In the lifespan of a City of
Albuquerque department, 50 years may not
seem like a long time. But for ABQ RIDE, its first
50 have provided a lifetime of memories. The
department celebrated those memories today
with a Golden Anniversary event at the
Montaño Transit Center at 130 Montaño Rd
NW.

Cibola High School Marching Band Albuquerque, NM

News
From
Albuquerque Police Department Color guard
presented in honor of fallen APD Officer
Daniel Webster.
60 buses, and a mission to meet a growing
city’s transportation needs,” said Alan Armijo,
representing the office of Mayor Richard J.
Berry. “50 years later, that mission continues
with the Albuquerque Rapid Transit project
that will enhance service along our busiest
corridor and revitalizing the area with more
and exciting development.”
Bus service in Albuquerque actually began as a
private enterprise on New Year’s Day, 1928.
That’s when a group of owners introduced
several 1927-model White buses to serve the
growing city. They had to drive them from
Casper, Wyoming along poor roads to be able
to make the Albuquerque Bus Company’s
promised opening day.

The Cibola High School marching band began
the celebration with a parade to the speakers’
area, which was backed by some of ABQ RIDE’s
most iconic buses, including a 1927-model
White bus like the one that began
Albuquerque’s first bus service in 1928.
Albuquerque Police then presented their color
guard along with a moment of silence for fallen
APD Officer Daniel Webster. Vocalist Sarah
Moser from The Bosque School sang the
National Anthem.
“ABQ RIDE started out in 1965 with 80 drivers,

Alan Armijo representing the office of Mayor
Richard J. Berry.

ABQ Ride
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50 years later, ABQ RIDE is ready to move into
its next big phase of public transportation,
Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART) down Central
Avenue.
“ART promises be a 21st Century system for
Albuquerque’s 21st Century needs,” said Bruce
Rizzieri, Director of ABQ RIDE.
Significant milestones for City of Albuquerque
Transit Department:

In 1945, Joseph P. Land and another group
bought the company. They added new buses,
increased service from 12 to 32 square miles
and moved operations from a tiny garage at
3rd and Silver SW to a bigger facility at 601 Yale
SE. In 1955, upon the death of Land, his son-in
-law A.P. FitzGerald became president.
The Albuquerque Transit System, as it was
officially known back then, came into being on
Feb. 1, 1965. That’s when FitzGerald handed
over the keys of the Albuquerque Bus Co. (and
Suburban Bus Lines) to City Commission
Chairman Archie Westfall in a City Hall
ceremony.
Dick FitzGerald, A. P. FitzGerald’s son and
grandson of Joseph Land, reminisced about
Transit’s privately-owned years. “It was very
much a real ‘mom and pop’ operation, even
up to 1965,” said FitzGerald. “There were
fewer than a hundred employees at the time
and Dad was on a first name basis with
everybody.”

Dick FitzGerald and ABQ Ride Executive
Director Bruce Rizzieri



1965: Albuquerque Transit organizes its
own Luminaria Tour for Albuquerque
residents
(complementing
existing
Chamber of Commerce tour for visitors



1976: System now called Sun Tran makes
its first, major bus buy: 52 T6H-4523A’s,
with air conditioning



1984: Ridership tops 4 million; Buses
routed off Central Ave and onto Gold &
Copper Avenues



1989: Major site expansion of Yale Bus
Facility; includes drivers’ lounge and more
office space



1992: Sun Van ADA service transitioned
from traditional Sun Van elderly &
handicapped service



1996: Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
filling station completed at Yale, 1st of its
kind for City of Albuquerque fleets



2002: Alvarado Transportation Center
opens in Downtown Albuquerque



2004: Uptown Transit Center opens



Sept., 2004: Sun Tran renamed ABQ RIDE



Dec., 2004: First of three Rapid Rides
begins service



2005: Daytona Bus Facility/Phase 1
dedicated and officially opened



2007: UNM and CNM enter into a funding
agreement with ABQ RIDE for use of
service by students (staff & UNMH
employees included in 2008)



2008: Northwest Transit Center opens
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2010: Central and Unser Transit Center (in
use since 2004) upgraded with new lots
and bus island
Jan., 2011: Three new routes serve Southern and Unser in Rio Rancho; a joint effort
with Rio Metro Regional Transit District
Nov., 2011: Concept announced for Albuquerque Rapid Transit down Central Ave.
April, 2012: Ticket vending machines introduced to Central & Unser, Uptown and
Northwest Transit Centers
June, 2012: ABQ RIDE app for iPhones introduced (Android app debuts in Dec.,
2013)
Dec. 2012: Passenger boardings top 13
million for a 12 month period for the first
time in history








Feb., 2013: TXT2RIDE texting service
introduced
July, 2013: Albuquerque Wall of Fame
Launched
April, 2014: Montaño Transit Center opens
April, 2014: Free ridership extended to
veterans in the VA health care system
Oct., 2015: Completion of Yale Facility Revitalization
Oct., 2015: ABQ RIDE Celebrates 50 Years
of City-owned Transit
###

ABQ RIDE is Albuquerque‘s principal form of
public transportation. It boards 13 million passengers a year and logs a daily average of 160Thousand Passenger Miles on its buses.

South Central Regional Transit District (SCRTD) is moving along!

News from
SCRTD has received applicants for the
Executive Director’s position. Interviews have
been completed. The next step will be a Special
Meeting for the Board to make a decision.
Five new buses were ordered and are expected
to be delivered the week

of November 2nd.
Finally a new website is being developed and
will be launched when
services begin.

South
Central
Regional
Transit
District
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News from

North
Central
Regional
Transit

Caption: Unveiling the new Mountain Trail logo as they launched the new service were (l. to r.)
Santa Fe County Commissioner Miguel Chavez; NCRTD Planning, Projects and Grants Manager,
Stacey McGuire; City of Santa Fe Councilor Patti Bushee; NCRTD Executive Director, Anthony
Mortillaro; and Michael Kelly, NCRTD Transit and Facilities Operations Director.

District
THE NCRTD MOUNTAIN TRAIL ROUTE TO SANTA FE NATIONAL FOREST AND SKI
SANTA FE LAUNCHED ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The North Central Regional Transit District
(NCRTD) began service on its trial RTD (“Blue
Bus”) Mountain Trail route, Saturday,
September 26, with its first bus meeting the NM
Rail Runner Express at the South Capitol Rail
Runner Station at 10:30 AM.
With a true nod to public transit and
interconnectivity, see following story provided by
Rio Metro RTD about the service’s first rider,
Freddy Vargas, who took two ABQ Ride buses to
Montaño Transit Center where he boarded the
NM Rail Runner Express to catch the RTD
Mountain Trail bus at South Capitol to begin his
four day, three night camping trip in the Santa Fe
National Forest.
The Mountain Trail route provides service from
the South Capitol Rail Runner Station, through
Downtown Santa Fe to Fort Marcy Park and then
up Hyde Park Rd. to recreational areas and
businesses along NM 475 concluding at Ski Santa
Fe. Free park and ride options for local residents
will be available at the South Capitol station and
on the north side of Fort Marcy Park in two
parking lots north and south of the bus stop
located on Murales between Old Taos Highway
and Bishop’s Lodge Rd.

The service will initially be offered on an eightmonth trial basis to assess the feasibility and use
of the route.
In granting the use permit, the Santa Fe National
Forest has restricted the transport of bicycles
into the National Forest, therefore, bicycles will
not be permitted.
A collaboration of public and private supporters
have been brought together to help fund the
route. The sponsors include: the City of Santa Fe,
Santa Fe County, Ski Santa Fe, Rio Metro RTD and
the North Central Regional Transit District.
“We are excited to be able to launch the service
this year and look forward to a successful trial
season, and to be able to provide service for
years to come,” stated Patti Bushee, NCRTD
Board member and City of Santa Fe Councilor.
Miguel Chavez, NCRTD Board member and Santa
Fe County Commissioner added, “We are pleased
to see this service launch as a true public/private
enterprise and are happy to finally see this come
together as it’s been hoped for and talked about
for many years now.”

PAGE 11

In addition to the above mentioned public and
private entities, additional participants in the
discussions were the Pueblos of Tesuque and
Nambé, the Santa Fe National Forest, Ski New
Mexico, Santa Fe Trails, Tourism Santa Fe and
Santa Fe MPO.
Riders of the route are encouraged to be aware
of the fact that vast sections of the mountain
remain sacred to Pueblo tribes and Native
Americans. The NCRTD acknowledges that
concern and has been working with its Pueblo

members to provide materials to inform riders
to be respectful and to be stewards of the
mountain.
Anthony Mortillaro, NCRTD Executive Director,
expressed excitement over the fact that, “with
this coming winter season, the NCRTD will be
providing service to not only the Santa Fe ski
basin, but also to Taos Ski Valley, Red River and
Sipapu ski area with a commitment to safe and
effective transit service to those areas.”

New Mountain Trail Route “Almost As Good As Green Chile”
(Courtesy of Rio Metro RTD)
To get to the Santa Fe National Forest, Vargas
took ABQ RIDE’s Route 5 bus to the Route 157
bus. The 157 bus took him to the Montaño
Transit Center, where he caught the New
Mexico Rail Runner Express to Santa Fe. After
exiting the train at the South Capitol Station,
Vargas jumped on board the new Mountain Trail
Route bus – which happened to be the inaugural
trip of this brand new route - and rode north to
the stop at Ski Santa Fe.

“The whole experience was like butter. It was

Freddy Vargas - 1st NCRTD Mountain
Trail Route passenger
Freddy Vargas spent four days and three nights
hiking the Winsor Trail in the Santa Fe National
Forest this September. And he got there using
only public transportation and his own two feet.
Vargas took the RTD Mountain Trail Route, a
new bus route operated by the North Central
Regional Transit District (NCRTD), to get to the
trail. However, his journey began in
Albuquerque. Using only public transportation,
Vargas traveled from his home in Albuquerque’s
northeast heights all the way to the Santa Fe ski
basin, where his three day hike began.

great,” said Vargas of his transportation
experience to and from the Santa Fe National
Forest. The connections between the train and
the buses were seamless. “It all just seemed to
flow beautiful,” he said.
It took Vargas a total of three hours to reach the
Santa Fe National Forest from the time he left
his home in Albuquerque.
“It may be about double the time it takes to
drive, but you’re just kicking back,” he said. “For
me to do it, it’s totally worth it. Especially since
I’m generally going up there for at least a few
nights at a time. And it’s extremely beautiful.”
Not only was Vargas on the inaugural trip of the
RTD Mountain Trail Route, he was also the very
first rider.
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“I called the Rail Runner on Thursday to get the
schedule,” he said. “I asked them ‘when are we
going to be able to get some sort of shuttle
from the Rail Runner to the ski basin’ and they
said ‘we have a bus that is starting this
Saturday’.” So Vargas became the very first
passenger on the very first bus.
“I just think that this is almost as good as green
chile and even better than sliced bread,” said
Vargas of the new bus route and the easy
connections between Albuquerque and Santa
Fe. “I retired back in 2013, so I’m able to get
into the mountains. I always enjoy going in to
Santa Fe. I was so surprised and so elated when
I found out that there was a bus going up
there.”

“Scott was driving, he was great. All the guys
were really cool,” said Vargas. Driver Scott
Taglieber drove the inaugural bus, while
members of the NCRTD staff, including Wally
Martinez, who will also drive the route, and
Mike Kelly, Transit and Facilities Operations
Director, were on hand to greet passengers on
the first run.
Like many Rail Runner passengers, Vargas has
been asking about the possibility of a bus going
up to the mountain in Santa Fe. “I’ve been
asking people about this for quite some time,”
he said.
Without even knowing the Mountain Trail
Route was beginning service, Vargas was
already planning to take the train to Santa Fe
and walk up to the trail.

Vargas, whose car stopped working a few
months ago, uses public transportation to get
everywhere. “Public transportation is my
source now. I use the train, the bus, my bicycle
and my earth pass,” he said, referring to his
own two feet as his “earth pass”.
An avid hiker, Vargas is thrilled that there is
now a public transportation option to get him
to the mountains in Santa Fe.
”In light of the climate change that we’re
experiencing, and in light of the turmoil that is
in the world, the mountains offer a great solace
and a great silence. It’s totally worth the
commute for the healing experience and the
peace that it brings. Hopefully we can share
that experience,” he said. “I hope more people
use it (the Mountain Trail Route) and get in
tune to it.”
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News from

Rio Metro Update: Recent Projects and Partnerships
From public meetings to a new partnership
with the Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta, the Rio Metro Regional Transit District
has had a busy few months since the last
edition of the NMTA newsletter. Below is an
overview of Rio Metro’s most recent
initiatives and partnerships.
Strategic Vision Public Meetings
Rio Metro's Board of Directors is drafting a
forward-thinking Strategic Vision for transit's
future in central New Mexico. This September,
Rio Metro hosted five public meetings to
speak to the public and other stakeholders
about the core themes of the Vision and the
key strategies for implementing those themes.
The meetings took place in Valencia, Bernalillo
and Sandoval counties.
Balloon Fiesta & Rail Pass
A new partnership with the Albuquerque
International Balloon Fiesta resulted in the
first ever Balloon Fiesta and Rail Pass.
Individuals purchasing the pass received
round-trip transportation on the Rail Runner,
a shuttle to and from the Los Ranchos/Journal
Center Station and admission to a morning or
afternoon Balloon Fiesta session during both
weekends of Balloon Fiesta.
Special Trains for Zozobra
Rio Metro continued its partnership with the
Santa Fe Chapter of Kiwanis Club International
and Santa Fe Trails to provide extra train
service for the annual Burning of Zozobra.
People traveling to the event from points
south of Santa Fe were able to take advantage

of a later post-event departure time and the
addition of a second late-night southbound
train. Santa Fe Trails provided bus service
between the South Capitol Station and Fort
Marcy Park for the event. There were 5,563
passenger boardings on the Rail Runner that
day, with more than 1,300 individuals
returning on the two post-event trains.
All Aboard for Success Job Fair
Rio Metro and the New Mexico Rail Runner
Express collaborated with New Mexico
Workforce Connection to host the All Aboard
for Success Job Fair this fall in Albuquerque.
The job fair, which took place on October 7,
attracted more than 500 job seekers. Rio
Metro staff, along with staff from ABQ RIDE,
Santa Fe Trails and the North Central Regional
Transit District, were on site to give
participants tips on how to use alternative
transportation to access employment.

Rio Metro Regional
Transit
District
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Shakespearian comedies on the Rail Runner
for three consecutive weekends this summer.
The program, which is in its 5th year, was so
popular that they gave an encore
performance in August.
Marketing Awards

NMRX Bike Tour

NMRX Bike Tour
On August 16, nearly 200 people gathered in
the parking lot of Hotel Albuquerque at Old
Town to be part of the 4th Annual Rail Runner
Bike Tour. Participants followed a scenic
course along the Paseo Del Bosque Trail and
the North
Diversion Channel Trail in
Albuquerque. Everyone was treated to
delicious breakfast burritos, and several local
businesses provided prizes for a post-tour
raffle. The annual Rail Runner Bike Tour
provides an opportunity to increase
awareness of cycling as an alternative mode
of transportation, and highlights bike trails
convenient to several Rail Runner stations.
Shakespeare on the Rail
Students from UNM’s Department of Theater
and Dance performed scenes from

This fall, Rio Metro took home five marketing
awards. Rio Metro staff was presented with
four first place awards from the Southwest
Transit Association (SWTA) in September
during the annual SWTA conference in
Breckenridge, CO. Rio Metro also received a
first place AdWheel Award from the American
Public Transportation Association this
October.

Shakespeare on the Rail
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Save the Date!!!

Upcoming Conference, Expo and Road-eo

2016 NM Transit Road-eo, Conference and Expo
Where: Las Cruces Convention Center, Las Cruces, NM
Hosting hotel will be the Hotel Encanto!
Road-eo Dates:
 Saturday, April 2, 2016: Bus and Van
Road-eo
 Sunday, April 3, 2016: Large Bus Road-eo

Conference and Expo Dates:
 Monday, April 4th - Tuesday, April 5th

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!

Upcoming NMTA Quarterly Training Opportunities


Transit Supervisors Training for Rural Agencies (two day training)
Facilitated by Bob Davis - Mayo with Davis Mayo and Associates
January 7th - 8th, 2016 (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
Santa Fe Community Convention Center: 201 W. Marcy St., Santa Fe, NM



Train the Trainer - New Hire Driver (2 day training)
Facilitated by Michael Noel with RLS and Associations
May 12th - 13th, 2016 (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Nusenda FCU located at 4100 Pan American Fwy. NE, Albuquerque, NM
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NMTA Board of Directors Contact Information
Executive Board of Directors

Directors

Anthony Mortillaro, President
Director Representing Regional Transit Districts
North Central Regional Transit Districts
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 629-4713
Email: anthony m@ncrtd.org

Jon Bulthuis
Director Representing Urban Transit Systems
City of Santa Fe
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 955-2006
Email: jrbulthuis@ci.santa-fe.nm.us

Joseph Hardin, Vice President
Director At Large
Z-Trans/Zia Therapy
Contact Info:
Office: (575) 439-4900 ext. 152
Email: ztrans@ziatherapy.org

Stan Cooper
Director At Large
AARP
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 670-7988
Email: stanleymcooper@gmail.com

Philo Shelton, Treasurer
Director Representing Rural Transit Systems
Atomic City - Los Alamos County
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 662-8106
Email: philo.shelton@lacnm.us

Bruce Rizzieri
Director At Large
ABQ Ride - City of Albuquerque
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 724-3100
Email: brizzieri@cabq.gov

Michael Bartholomew
Director At Large
RoadRunner Transit - City of Las Cruces
Contact Info:
Office: (575) 541-2500
Email: mbartholomew@las-cruces.org

Mike Shultz
Director At Large
Creative Bus Sales
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 508-5944
Email: mshultz@creativebussales.com

Ex-Officio Director
David Harris
Transit Manager, NMDOT, Transit and Rail Division
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 827-5420
Email: davidc.harris@state.nm.us

Fred Ullom
Business Director
All Aboard America!
Contact Info:
Office: (505) 424-1110
Email: fred@allaboardamerica.com

P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Phone: 505-796-8377
Fax: 505-212-0525
E-mail: info@nm-ta.com

