An Opinion for Anyone

These three articles are all from the October 31, 1963 Chicago Tribune
It appears that trying to offer news that would make everyone happy.

Vietnam Version of Mission Accomplished

1,000 Viet Nam GIs Home
by Christmas: General!

TOKYO, Oct. 31 [Thursday]
M — America's top military
commander in South Viet Nam
said today that at least 1,000 of
the 15,000 American troops in
Viet Nam will be on their way
home within two months.

The statement by Gen. Paul
D. Harkine, made in Saigon to
a correspondent of the Pacific
edition of the armed forces
newspaper Stars and Stripes,
was in line with a White House
announcement earlier this
munﬂ:l.\

Viclory “Months Away"

The White House said after
an inspection trip by Defense
Secretary Robert S. McNamara
to South Viet Nam that 1,000
American military personnel
who have been training Viet-
namese troops probably could
be withdrawn by the end of
this year.

Harkins told the Stars and
,Stripes, “Victory in the sense it
would apply to this kind of
1wnr" is just months away.

d McNamara and Gen. Maxwell
D. Taylor, chairman of the
United States joint chiefs of
staff, reported after a cne-week
visit to Viet Nam last month
that they believed the need for
major American involvement in

war there would be ended

December, 1965,

McNamara and Taylor told
President Kennedys they were
convineed the comhmumist Viet
Cong could be defeated by
them, or, failing that, Vietna-
mese government forces would
be able by then to suppress the
Communists ~without outside
assistance,

Believes Job Complete

Steve Stibbens, Stars and
Stripes correspondent, said
Harkins' personnel chief told
him detailed plans for reduc-
tion of United States troops in
Viet Nam already have been
drawn up and that approval of
these is expected “within a few
days" from Pacific command
headquarters at Honolulu.

Stibbens also quoted Maj.
Gen. Charles J. Timmes, who
commands the United Stales
military = assistance adwvisory
group in Viet Nam, as saying
he believes ‘‘we have, com-
pleted” the job of training South
Viet Nam's armed forces.”




NOTES

All three were captured on October

29, 1963.

CPT Humbert R. Versace was
declared dead on September 26,
1966—body not recovered.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humb

ert_Roque_Versace

1LT James N. Rowe was one of only
34 American prisoners to escape
captivity during the Vietnam War.
He was rescued on December 31,
1968.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James
_N._Rowe

SGT Daniel L. Pitzer was returned
on November 29, 1963.
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRi1d=12285371
7

Or, Take Your Pick

Opinion Divided I
on Early Vzctory
in Viet Nam War

3 Yanks SeizedCaution Urged
by Reds; Saigun! in Predicting |
Unit Whipped Endin 1965 |

BAIGON, Viet Nam. Och 30|
#—Three United States mill-
tory advisers are balieved to
have been caplured by commu- |

*Verasce (left) and Rowe
kst guerrilles whe whipped
South Vietnamese company 140
miles southwest of Saigon yes-
terday,

Two American officers and
an enlisted medic disappeared
In the skirmish, fought in »
marshy area of rice Delds, co-
pals, and jungle on (he penln-
puls south of the Mekeag river
delia

Both Oificers Womnded

Vietnamess, survivers sald
both officers were wounded
early in the fight, ooe in Lhe
hoad and the other in o leg

Twelve Vitnamese also wera |

listed as missing.

fin Weakinglon, the defense
departmenl idenlified the cop-
tured Americons az Capt. Hum-
beri R. Versoce, Haltimore,

Md,; st Li. James N. Rowe, |

MeAllen, Ter., and Sgi. Dandel

L. Pilser, Spring Loke, N.C.1|

The Red hlow fell on a 100-
man company forming the left

flank of =& .'lhtl—mle.ﬁ:imr

probing the countryside nocth-|
st of the Seuth U!Ialu.muu
base ot Tan Phu.

Biock Mescue Signals

Approaching a grove of trees
pour o canal, fhe company ran |
into @ wall of fire. Scresned |
by parspets, the guerriflas fired
moriars, machine guns, and
small arms. They weore esti-
mated io number 500,

Americen milltary suthorithes |

[ Conlinmed on page 2, col. 5]

|

I The editor af The Tribune, [
mindlel of weproved charges |
thal Amerkcan correspandenis
eovering Viet Nam have (uiled
o report all shdes of our in-
volvement there, asked Ren-
ters, the British news agency
with werld-wide eooileis. to
ansesy the alation lu thal
southeasi Asisn mation larm
by commusist wor, This I
the liret article of a serles by |
Reulers® veitran correspond-
enl thers discusning the pros
and cons of the war, Ameri-
can iovetvement, the Bud-
dhist guestion. the rulisg Nge
lamily, and olher aspecis of
the complicated situstion.] |

BY NICHOLAS TURNER
| SAIGON, Viel Nam, Ocl. 20|
|Reuters]—Predicting Lhe out-
come of a guerrills war, said |
| mn Americen general gazing oot |
ever rice flelds south of Saigon |
iru:mﬂj', s about as difficult
| as fighting ooe.

He wus ssked the guesiion
that hax been raised repesaiediy
since Delente Secretary Robert
MeRamara snd Gen. Maxwell
Tayler, chairman of the joint

MeNomara (left) and Taj!nr

| chiefs of stail, made their re-
| cent tour and reported to Pres-
ident Kentedy on the war sitne-
[ tion in South Viet Nam.

The question was: “Will the
war nfuinst ihe communist
guerrillas be over by 10887

All Amnerican soareed in Sauth
Vist Nam urge the grealesi
eaution in emphasizing the date
l‘tﬂumulupul.ul.llll
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