I don't know if anyone here


has figured out how to avoid going to the hardware store multiple times 



for a single project, 


but if you have, 



I would like to speak to you afterwards.  

My first inside look into construction 


was helping a friend while I was in seminary flip condos in Seattle.  

Thankfully, 


there was a Home Depot nearby, 

because no matter how great of a list I made, 


he or we 



invariably had to run there 3 to 5 times a day.  


I really felt we could do more 



if we only had to go once a day or week.

No matter what time we went there, 


we saw something similar to what Jesus describes in his parable.  



Workers ready to go to work, 



but no one asking them to work.  




They were there at 7 am before we started, 




they were there at noon, 




and they were there at 5 pm, 





waiting for someone to come along 





and hire them to help with a building project.  



Yet, there they sat waiting in the parking lot.

We never hired them while I was working, 


but I can imagine more than one situation 



where it would be worth doing so.  

When you are renting an expensive piece of machinery 


that is costing you so much a day.  



A few extra laborers to make sure the machine can run continuously 



the whole time is a smart move.  

Or as William Barclay tells, 


this situation was possible in Israel, 



where the window between the grape harvest being ripe 




and ready for picking, 



and the rains coming 




and ruining the crop was a very narrow window.  

During this time, 


a wise and prudent landowner, 



would go 



and hire the people necessary to harvest before the rain came 




to ensure another years crop.  

Some of you might have worked by headlamp this fall 


to harvest your vegetables before a heavy frost came.

While getting a feel for this story in our context helps, 


it is also necessary to focus in on why Jesus is telling this parable.  

For there are many conclusions we could reach from this parable, 


especially in today's world 



with discussions of fair trade and labor practices.  

We could draw all kinds of conclusions about giving a fair wage 


and giving a generous wage 



as the owner did to those who only worked an hour.  

But this parable was not told to address those issues primarily.  


It is told to flesh out the statements that bookend it, 



“So the last will be first, 



and the first will be last.”  

We hear this throughout scripture, 


but do we understand what Jesus is saying?  

For  it is a paradox.  


How can you be last 



if you were there first 


or first 



if you are there last?  

What is Jesus getting at in making this statement?  

In the context of our story, 


Peter has just asked, 



“We gave up everything, 




what do we get?”  
While Jesus at first answered gently 


with the sitting on the throne and judging, 


and receiving back 100 fold of what you would gave up.  

He now addresses the condition of Peter's heart with this parable.  

He addresses our hearts with this parable.  


We know we are going to be blessed when we follow Jesus, 



because Jesus lives life like God.  



It is a life that is worthy of living without end.  



It is a quality of life better than we can experience on our own.

But embedded in Peter's question 


is the seeds of entitlement, 


of superiority.  

We have given up our beloved things from the beginning, 


so what have we earned?  

Jesus tells us this parable to let us know 


that the Kingdom of God does not work like a pyramid scheme.  



Where those who join first 




make all the money 



and those who come in later 




might get enough to buy more product.  

Peter, and soon Andrew and John, 


were among the first to follow Jesus.  

Throughout all four gospels, 


they are in on the exclusive events with Jesus, 



the transfiguration, 



the bringing of people back to life.  

But what they experience and have put the time in for, 


does not mean a bigger payment?

Which we should all naturally struggle with.  


For time is money in our culture.  



The more you put in, 



the more you make.  


We are reaching a point where the golden parachutes of executives 



are starting to be curtailed a little 



and hoping for some better pay equality.  


We are also aware that sometimes wage depends on experience.  

So someone in this room 


can probably make in one hour 



what another of us makes in a day.  
We have been reading Mike Mulligan and the Steam Shovel in our house this month, 


and Mary Anne the steam shovel 



could dig in one day 



as much as 100 men could dig in a week.  


We are never told if Mike and Mary Anne are paid what 100 men made in a week, 

but none of these things matter in this parable.  

What matters is 


that you followed the landowner 


and came to work.

It doesn't matter when you came to work, 

what you produced while you worked, 

how long you worked.  

What matters is 


that you were willing to come and work for the landowner 



when he saw you 



and called you to work.  

It is likely


 that all of these men were in the market the whole time.  

They were not all called to start at the beginning, 


perhaps because they 


or the area for them to work 



was not ready.  

The Lord knows what he is doing 


when he calls us.  

Some of us were called from our earliest days, 

some in college, 

others later in life, 


some don't join the workforce for the Kingdom 



until they are on their deathbed.  

But everyone of them receives the same payment.

In the parable, 


it is a denarius, 



a days working wage.  

It is significant that it is just the days wage.  


For as we heard from Exodus last week, 



when we move to becoming seemingly self-sufficient, 



when we are not living hand to mouth, 




we are primed to forget 





that it is God who has provided all that we have.  

We start to believe that it is by our work 


and power 


and fortitude that we have what we have.    


The question is, 


what do we need from God as a days wage.  


What is going to allow us to make it through another day?  

I am not just talking about food, 


or shelter, 


or breaths, 

but wrapped in this is also the provision of salvation.  


God's work of rescuing you (point), 


did not take anything more than it did to rescue you (point).  


Your sins do not need extra payment, 



because they are so much worse than your sins.  

No, 


all of our sins are disgusting and abominable to God.  


We all needed Jesus to die for us.  

There is no one who needs Jesus to die for them 


and then they also need to serve for 40 years in the ministry 



before Jesus will rescue them.  

That days wage, 


the body and blood of Jesus 



was sufficient to meet the needs of each one of us.

We don't need to do anything more than follow Jesus, 


because the payment we receive is by grace.  

The master agreed with the workers at 6 am to a denarius.  


To the workers at 9 am, 



he said he would “pay them what ever is right.”  


The noon and 3 pm workers he did the same.  


The 5 pm workers, 



he did not even say anything besides, 




“Go and work.”  

At 6 pm, 


they are all called in.  



The 5 pm'ers receive a great gift, 




a days wage.  



The 9, 12, and 3 pm'ers also get a days wage 




as “Whatever is fair.”  



And the 6 am'ers receive what they agreed to 12 hours earlier.  




They get their salvation just like everyone else.

But our imaginations are not satisfied with this.  


We imagine that those of us who have been in the game longer 



get at least a better view, 



a corner office, 



a gold pocket watch to acknowledge our time following Jesus.  


But this imagination is not led by the Holy Spirit.  

The gift is our salvation 


and once we make our following Jesus about something more, 



we find ourselves in dangerous territory, 


because something is threatening to usurp God and his Will. 

When we need more value 


than to be recognized as one of God's sons or daughters, 



we are entering into a perilous land.  

When we think that we have a better standing before God, 


because we have a 20, 40, or 80 year pin, 



we are working for someone else besides God.  


Our focus is changing 



and we who thought we were first, 



may find ourselves last.

This is the danger.  


We may, 



as John warns the church in Ephesus, 




lose our first love.  


We may no longer burn with the same passion, 



take our salvation for granted, 



at times find ourselves thinking, 




“God is pretty lucky to have a child like me working for him.”  

And we find ourselves falling into the traps of thinking 


that God's salvation project depends on us.  

But we also remember the energy and vigor 


of those renewal moments in our lives.  



When God makes it clear to us 




that he is the one in control, 




that what we have is a free gift,





 and not what we earned, 



and our lives return back to loving our first and true love.

Peter was in danger of falling into this mindset, 

the Jewish Christians were in danger of doing so with the Gentile Christians, 

the Catholic Church with the Protestant church, 

the growing churches against the dying, 

the mainline with the non-denominational. 


We will find any number of reasons to assume 



we have earned 



or deserve more from God 




than our brother or sister.  

Jesus sets Peter 

and the church through the ages 


right up to you and I straight 



and reminds us that we all receive his salvation 




and that is what makes the difference.  




That is what will keep us going from day to day.  

Remember that God can pick anyone up 


at anytime 



and put them to work.  

There is no child to young, 

no retiree too old, 

no middle aged person too busy 


to be put to work proclaiming God's good news.  

Are you still going out into the field to work?  


Because that is where the Lord is at.  


He is recruiting people to work for him daily



or in the fields working with them daily.  

If we are anywhere else, 


we are wasting time 


and not following the Lord.
