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Living Nativity
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Christmag Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 24, at 10 p.m.

Journey from Afar

1, From the Hopeless to the Hopeful

. From the Destrictive to the Constructive
.3, From Anxiety to Jov.

4, From Conflicts to Peace

v. from Heaven to Earth

B. From the End 1o the Beginning

Advent and Christmas at Lanham United Methodist Church

ssl2 Whitfield Chapel Road, Lanharn, JD 20708
[301] 577-1500
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Journey From Afar

Part 2" From the Destructive Ways of Life
to the Constructive!
Luke 3:1-17




| Jolin the Baptist Preaching
-'Gjovanni Battista Tiepolo
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From the Destructive to the Constructive
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1. God wants the peopleliving under the
power of sins to set out a journey from
destructive ways of life.

From the Destructive to the Constructive
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« Tiberius (Tiberius
Caesar Divi Augustifilius
Augustus)
Born 16 November 42 BC
— Died 16 March 37 AD

from 14
AD to 37 AD.

John Baptist Began His
Ministry in the 15" year of
the reign of Tiberius
Caesar

From the Destructive to the Constructive
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| Jesus is questioned
| by the chief priest Annas.
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ealth Organization (W ,
roughly 1.2 billion people are undernourished, under-
weight, and often hungry. At the same time, |+..111]_;._h]} 1.2
billion people are overnourished and overweight, most of
them suffering from exercise deprivation. So while a bil-

lion people :-.-|'!H._.I'iL| their time worrying whether they will
eat, another billion worry about eating too much.!

From “Our‘sociallyadivided world,” Earth Policy Institute
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Perhaps not surprisingly, education levels reflect the
deep divide between the rich and the poor. In some indus-
trial countries, more than half of all young people now
graduate from college. By contrast, although five cen-
turies have passed since Gutenberg invented the printing
press, 875 million adults are illiterate. Unable to read,
they are also excluded from the use of computers and the
Internet. Because they cannot read or write, their
prospects of escaping poverty are not good.2

From “Our socially divided world,” Earth Policy Institute
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Disease patterns also reflect the widening gap. The
billion poorest suffer mostly from infectious diseases—
malaria, tuberculosis, dysentery, and AIDS. Malnutrition
leaves infants and small children vulnerable to infectious
diseases. Unsafe drinking water takes a heavier toll on

those with hunger-weakened immune systems, resulting
in millions of fatalities each year. In contrast, among the
billion at the top of the global economic scale, it is dis-
eases related to aging, obesity, smoking, and exercise dep-
rivation that take the heaviest toll.?

From “Our socially divided world,” Earth Policy Institute
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After World War 11, life expectancy climbed rapidly
throughout the world with advances in public health,
vaccines, antibiotics, and food production. But as the
twentieth century drew to an end, life expectancy was no
longer rising everywhere. The HIV epidemic sharply

reduced it in sub-Saharan Africa. Without AIDS, sub-
Saharan Africa’s 700 million people could expect to live
to the age of 62, but in fact their lite expectancy has
dropped to 47 vears. And millions of infants born with
the virus are likely to die by the age of 5.5

From “Our socially divided world,” Earth Policy Institute
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2. Through the act of repentance the peo
begin a journey to make their lives blesged-
and constructive.

From the Destructive to the Constructive
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It begins
with the act of forgiveness.

Saﬁfa(t}%ay g

The Heart of John We:-le_yF S Theology;f ,

Kenneth . Collins
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3. What is required of the people of God |
the journey? (vv. 10-14)

e “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God! (Micah 6:8).

e Our Journey toward “The Manger”

From the Destructive to the Constructive
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"What should we do then?"
the crowd asked.

From the Destructive to the Constructive
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John answered,

"The man with two tunics shoul?share with him
who has none, and the one who has food should
do the same."

Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher,"

they asked, "what should we do?" 13 "Don't
collect any more than you are required to," he
told them:.

Then some soldiers asked him,**And what should
we do?" He replied, "Don't extort money and
don't accuse people falsely-- be content with
your pay."
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3. What is required of the people of God |
the journey? (vv. 10-14)

e Our Journey toward “The Manger”
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4. The purpose of journegy is for all manki
to see God’s salvation.

From the Destructive to the Constructive




