Gerald Glaskin was an unsung pioneer of gay writing in Australia. John Burbidge picks up the trail where history left off.

WHEN ITWAS published in the Unitad Kingdorm in 1865, Gersld Glaskin's novel, No
End ko the Way, was banned in Australia. The censars of thae dey considered its
frank portbrayval of a gey reletionship oetween an advartising spent and & barman
insuburban Perth oo hot for Ehe average Australian to handle. Apparently, the
average Australian hed obher ideas. Two years later, whan Corgs/ Transword
Publizhars —wha printed 50,000 copies — displayed the book in airparts araund
the country, eager hands snagped it up.

And not only in airports, [0 hisicbroduction to the erthology, Austraian Gay
and Leshian Wiriking, aukhor and critic Robert Dassais wrote: “In 8 real sanse, No
End to the Waywas the First Australisn gay noval and it was available not just to
the cognoscenti or to prawlacs in the library stacks, but to fathers of three in
the suburts stopping of f at a railway kiosk an thair way home From wark, to men
in the suburbs cunaus about thair own saxual inchirations - in other words, to
| ordinary Australian resders!

Their curiosity was well rewardad. The lurid narrative beging as Ray maats Cor
ina bar where the attraction is mutuel and electric. Relentlass sax soan evehes
into & mora anduring relationship, but one complicated by Cor's marriaga ta tha
pregrant Mia and tha appesrance of Robin Familtan, Cor's ex-lover and sugar
daddy. Out to dastray Cor's relationship with Ray, Hamilton offers the couple
money ta return ta Hollend, & ploy that. pleases Mia and which Cor seemingly
aocepts. But at the last minute, Car eludes Mia and the departing ship. Hemilton
blackmails Ray, ruining kiz buginess and his heslbh, Cor slides into 8 moress of
drinking, promiscuity and violence, eventually heading sast and a second attempt
at marriage, whi'e Ray takes a new joo in Hong Eong.

The story reflects Glaskin's own struggle with sexualiby. As a young man,
Glaskin claimed that he "fallin love with gidls but in lust with boys” With knook-
your-socks-off good looks and charm to spare, it's little wonder that Glaskin had
both zexes chasing after him. But men clearly won the dey, whether Chinesa
friends Fram Singapore or fair-haired Frigsians from more northern climes, not
tamention the ada Foatballer or barman in litile cld Perth.

Like bookends Eo his life, Perth was Glaskin's home for his first 26 and last 26
years. Barnin 1523 the aldest of seven children, Gleskin laft school at 15 to help
his working -class Family make it through tha Depression, When wer broke out
twa years later, he joined the Roval Australian Mawvy, survived a near-fatal
accident, nd wound upin & repatration hospital, which, irmnically, lzunched him
on his writing carsar Three years later, he signed an to the Foyal Australian Air
Force end underwent aercnautical navigation braining in Canada, befora
returning ta Australis and civilian life

His time in tha services nok only Bocelerated his passage bo adulthood but
also provided the grst for Glaskin's first. novel, A World af Our Swn. Althoughit
toak only six months to weite, it took six vaars to be published, dus mainly to the
lack of interast. from his London agent. When the bock wes finally published in
1565, Glaskin was awarded a E1000 Commonwealth Literary Fellowship, He would
g on to publish another 18 books befora his death in 2000 —novels, short stories,
drama, trevel, memoirs enc parapsychalogy Al but two of Eherm were published
outside Australia.

When he wrota Mo End Ea the Way, Glaskin's British publishers insisted he
use a psaudonym, for fear the book's conbroversial subject matter mioht
| tarmish his imags es a writer. This puzzled Glaskin, end slthough ha had
| serious misgivings sbhout using a pan name, he ecquiesced. His chaice of
peaudonym — Neville Jackson - is intriguing end underscores Glaskin's

combative natura. Although Glaskin callad
it & "popular misnomer', several paople
closea to him swear that he cained ik to
pet even with the legal system in Wastern
Australia, with which he had sevaral
unpleasant encounters—and one
particularly embarressing one. Bath
Mavile and Jackson ware judgses of the
Supreme Court in Wastarn Australia in
the 13505 and '60s. Although neither
dealt with Glaskin in court, they wers the
symbolic Face of a system that Glaskin
despisad and an easy target on which to
vent his anger.

The event that first occasionad this
anger happened on a warm Decemoer day
in 1860. Glaskin had just dropped of 7 hiz
RAussian translator and collesgue at their
hotel, and headed for a lonely stretch of
beach known as "the sun bowl” shout a mile
south of Perth's Scarborough Beach. Since
the beach appeared desertad, he took of T his trunks to reveal a Fundashi
underneath. According to twa police officers who just happened to bz inthe
arga at the time, Glaskin revealed more than just & G-string. Thay claimed ha wes
walking naked alang the beach in the presence of at lesst three other men and
charged him with having “wilfully and obscansly expased his person®

Whatever the veracity of the charge, Glaskin wasn't about to let it go
urchalienged. At his hearing in the Perth Police Court, mustering all the
theatrcal skils he could, he requested the suppressian of the word "parsan”
From the records and more particularly from press reports, waicing concern that
“l would soon Find & quews miles leng From my house of people wanting to view
this so penerously sized 'person’, only to disappoint them* He want an ta sdd,
"Butkocks might well be indecent to some but hardly obscana; morecver if bwo
policemean should Find tham so, they shouldn't be in the police forca”

Mapistrate Parker was unimpressed, In closing, he asked if the dafendant had
ary other “literary comments” to make. Glaskin couldn't resist. With Wildean flair
he procleimed, "l am now indeed guilty af contempt of court.” Glaskin was lucky
not be charged with that. Instead, the magistrats curtly dismissed Glaskin's
fundashi claim, found him guilty, fined him faur shillings, and placed him on a E10
good behaviour bond for 12 months.

Given Lhat Ma End to the Wayis setin Perth and knowing Glaskin's penchant
for modelling his novels on real - life experiences, it's not surprising that the book
caused quite a stir in the ciby when it was released, especially in tha fishbowl the
gay community was in those days. As one of Glaskin's Friends so delicately putit,
“There were same peopla in Perth wha would like to have seen Gerry's body
washed up in the river because of that boak.*

Furprisingly, the person whao probably had most reason to held a grudoe
against: Glaskin for using him as the basis for a character wes fairly blasé sbout
it. At least ha iz now. In the 1960s, Ken Sutherland had the unigue distinction of
baing & professer of dentistry and a maker of chocolates, 2 rare and somewhat
puzzling combination of talentE._}
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Sutharland was alerted to the Fact bhat he eppesred in Ma Eod ta the Way
whan a friend called to say, "Wa Lhink yaure inikl® As Sutherland burnead the
pages, the characker of "01d! Bruce Farnham stared back st him like a mirrar
image. Ever the gentleman, Sukharland's reaction b Ehe news was one of polite
protest. "l had no prablemwith Gerry using me in tha book, axcept the reference
ko chocalata making. bwas the new dean of the science faculby and on & number
of commiktees Thare was no misteking the identity of the professor who made
chooolat: even made them for the governor and his wife, whowers good
friends af mine”

If he were alive ko comment, ancther persanality From the 19605 Parth gay
scana would nodoubk spew much mere venom for Glaskin's Ehinly vailad
melusion of himin the book, A deaftsman and theatre set desioner, Sidney Davis
wias, by all accounts, a competent and intelligent man. But he was eonvinced
Ehat with the right amount of eharm and persussion he could entice any man to
have cex with him. Seid one of hig contemporeries, "MNobody was safe. Ik wes Ehe
ure of the conguest with birm?

On bhe Fourth pege of the book, using the barely disguised name of Sid
Meedharm, Gleskin peints & porbrait of the man Ehat could only be described as
unflatbering ak best:

S0 back fo the bars you look, and slmost straight away vou see Sid Needhamm,
aguashed — or rether squashing himsel: — in betwaan Ewo groups whers (Fs 855y
to sge he's gob apraspact in each, and hasn L yet made up s mind o which Lo
mounce.,, f ootz Ehe 2ame 85 ever, dagper URHer s wak i, forever
grinring those inkimidating leers af kis, his epes skidding and plundering sround
it room all Bhe Bime. . Impossibie fo think thak he was Lhe first one Eo seduce
VoL, wien vou were just efafitean. .. But Sid iz nearty always the first to seduce
everyone [E's his specialty, Takas ‘e once — o mapbe bwice or 8 Few fimes, just
tomake sure Ehey're 50 far gone in the geme Ehey I naver get out of if agein —
and then tosses tham inko the circls,

While Mo End to the Waywas Glaskin's “gay” novel, he never saught Lhe
dubipus label of baing "a gay writer®, Bul he did want bo be a provocative witer.
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He liked to shock and jolt people out of thair smug, mddle- class Australian
lethargy and naiveté. His books raised guestions aboub matiers meny regs
as "off-limiks" at the time: homossxuealiby incesk, prestibution, youth sucide
Austraha’s akbtibudes Eo Asia and its Eraatmeant of indigenous people, Parmhaps ik
wase his choice of subject matber, as much as his haughty and often balligarant
ctyle, which led Australian readers and publishers to largelyignore him
Eurapeans, on the other hand lapped him up, end many of his bogks were
published in translation,

[ver the vaars, Glaskin's craving for succass was Fad by lures from film
producers ko make movies out of his books, Ma less than six were optianed for
filming bul only one, A4 Waltz Through the Hills [1961], made it on to Ehe screen,
and only television at that. Hopes of becoming rich Fram Ehe sale of mave nghis
senk Glaskin on rollercoastar rides of euphonia end deprassion that added Eo the
[mre list of ailments that plagued him throughout his hfe

Glaskins intense love-hate relationship with his homeland parsisted to Ehe
end, Though he considerad it "the mest callous and morgnic | have ancounterso
arywhere”, he found himself unable bo resist Australia’s charms, particularly ks
western shores and his beloved Coktesloe Beach ironically, was the
coeng of one Glaskin's several near-death expernen ashed into
another swimmer while hody surfing, He suffered savere nack and spinal injunss
and had to wear a neck brace For most of his rermamning 33 yaars, endunng
chronic pain, Although his iterary output dwindled after this accident, he
contineed Lo write, travel, and provoke people wibh his sharp Eongue

Taday, Glaskin remains largely a Fornotten name in Australian iterature. This
audacious writer iz litkle known outside a small circle of Family and friends, many
of whom Glaskin cuk ties wikhin his later yeers. IF Dessaixs dascnption of Ko
End to bhe Way as "astounding” and “a voice in the wilderness® is anywhers near
the truth, perheps Glaskin deserves a litkle more of the exposure he 0 much
sought buk rarely |'c!t:'.:wL*d.B
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