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Monthly Luncheons Keep LWV Members In the Know
– by Elizabeth Kinney
February:
Update on Township Services,
Post-Dissolution
Former Evanston Alderman Jane
Grover and City Human Services
Director Evonda Thomas-Smith
provided an update at the February
luncheon meeting on how services
formerly provided by township
government are now under the
City’s purview.

City staff also provides property
tax assistance in coordination with
the workshops and services offered
by the office of Cook County
Commissioner Larry Suffredin.

March:
The Elder Justice Center
The Honorable Patricia Banks of the
Cook County Circuit Court, spoke
at our March luncheon about the
Elder Justice Center, which she
heads. The Center, created by Chief
Judge Timothy C. Evans, has three
components:
In 2012, Evanston voters approved
Jane Grover, Betty Hayford & Evonda Thomas-Smith
•
Education and outreach,
a non-binding referendum to
featuring seminars on such salient topics as real estate fraud
dissolve township government, with the League providing
prevention, power of attorney and advance directives, long
voter education on the issues involved. State Senator Daniel
term care, bankruptcy and guardianship.
Biss then took up the issue and got a bill passed in Springfield
• Court dedicated to cases involving seniors. Eight judges
which permitted a binding vote on dissolution in the March 2014
are assigned to these courts.
primary. It passed with 65% of the voters favoring it. Evanston
• Social and legal assistance. The Center currently has a
was the first township in many decades to dissolve.
social worker, two staff members, volunteer attorneys and
senior peer counselors who assist seniors in navigating the
The general assistance services previously provided by the
court system, connecting them with resources and services
township were taken over by the City’s Department of Health
and lending a supporting ear.
and Human Services. The office was moved to the Civic Center,
saving substantial rent. Thomas-Smith described how her
In addition, the Elder Law & Wellness Initiative provides free
department began integrating services to promote stability and
legal information to Cook County residents aged 60 and over
quality of life such as providing participants with job training,
and their caregivers. It is located within the Elder Justice Center
and securing Social Security disability benefits for those who
in the Daley Center, Suite CL-16, 50 West Washington Street,
were eligible. As a result, in the last quarter, the Social Security
Chicago. Telephone: 312-603-9233.
Administration returned $26,000 to the City of Evanston for
qualified participants.
It is reassuring to know that these services are available for
seniors in need of assistance. League members were particularly
Thomas-Smith said that participants appreciate being greeted
pleased to meet a long standing Cook County judicial official
with a smile and being treated with respect. The Department now
who is so personal, competent and committed to improving the
has a job coach who teaches resume writing and interviewing
quality of life for seniors living in Cook County.
skills. It has a computer to assist participants in their job searches.
It also provides referrals for services, such as dental, and makes
home visits which include environmental assessments. Local
businesses, such as Valli Produce, have hired participants.
Overall, the savings resulting from the transfer and the programs
Tuesday, May 17 ~ 5:30 – 8:00 pm
developed by the Department of Health and Human Services
Details in calendar on page 4
have exceeded $800,000. Since the City assumed responsibility,
the number of participants in the general assistance program has
Click here to download Meeting Agenda
decreased from 198 to 100.
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Dear Colleagues,
Spring is finally coming to Evanston. We
know this because the trees are leafing out,
flowers are blooming, birds are building
nests, and LWVE members just enjoyed
our biennial Progressive Dinner! Once
again Karen Hunt mobilized her capable
committee and recruited culinary hosts to
provide fifty members and friends another
opportunity to enjoy a fabulous evening of
food and wine, relish league friendships,
and raise funds for valuable league
activities.
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Spring is also the season of league annual
meetings to review activities and plan
future efforts. First to call us together, the
LWV of Cook County met on May 2, giving
members from Evanston and all over Cook County insights into the work of the
past year and a preview of coming investigations and work with county officials.
Keynote speaker for the event was Illinois Supreme Court Justice Anne Burke
describing the past year’s efforts to improve criminal justice procedures in the
county. LWVCC will continue its study and advocacy of criminal justice reforms,
and Evanston members are welcome to join the effort.
Later in the month, on May 17, LWVEvanston will hold its annual meeting and
dinner at the King Home. As well as electing new officers and reviewing program
for the coming year, members will have a chance to learn more about an important
community initiative: Evanston Cradle to Career (EC2C). Executive Director
Sheila Merry will outline the collaborative effort to ensure that all Evanston youth
will have the education and personal resources to lead productive lives by the age
of 23. She will outline the rationale and the goals of EC2C and identify ways that
LWVE can become a part of this collective endeavor.
Finally, from June 16-19, the national LWV will hold its convention in Washington D.C.
This event provides an exhilarating and exhausting opportunity to consider current
LWVUS positions and whether revisions or new positions are needed. Delegates
spend one day lobbying our representatives. The obstructionism and partisanship
pervading Washington make the League’s presence more vital than ever.
In order to bring the excitement of the convention home, we are having a monthly
event right after the convention, on Wednesday June 22, to hear directly from our
delegates about the perspectives from all over the country on league and national
priorities. We hope you all will come to hear their reports.
These annual meetings are a chance to review past activities and plan next steps.
League programs and engagements are always important, and never more than
in this election year. Our continuing emphasis on registering and informing
voters, and our commitment to careful study and responsible advocacy provide
sustenance for our democracy.
We look forward to seeing league members, old and new, at the annual meeting, to
reflect, plan, and commit to our important role in the local and national community!
Cordially,

Betty & Cheryl
2

ehayford@gmail.com
cherylwollin@sbcglobal.net

League of Women Voters of Evanston

The Intercom

2015-2016 Elected Directors
Local Government – Observer Corps
Jessie Feldman
Voter Service – Registration
Jennifer O”Neil
Voter Service – Forums
Julianne Dieterich
Development Chair Karen Hunt
Members at Large
Gloria Callaci Ellen Browne
Nominating Committee Chair
Ellen Browne
Off-Board Appointments
Office Coordinator
Mary Kay McGuire
Webmaster Mary Lewis
Communications Chair Cate Whitcomb
Database Manager Casey Christensen
Intercom Newsletter
Helen Gagel
Julie Winsberg

THE INTERCOM
is the newsletter of the
League of Women Voters® of Evanston

Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.
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Members Ponder the Big Picture
...and Suggest Some Answers!

Cook County Clerk David Orr said. “We look to build on this success and
look for more initiatives that continue to open up access to the vote and
to make registration and voting easier.”

– by Kathy Tate-Bradish

The League and the Evanston Voter Participation Action Coalition
(VPAC) hope to build on this success as well. The 11 organizations that
make up VPAC will meet at the end of April to plan voter registration and
get-out-the-vote activities for the summer and fall.

A lively group of new, long-time, and prospective league members
gathered for “drinks and discussion” on March 22. Our question:
How can the political but non-partisan LWV of Evanston
contribute to civil discourse and focus on important issues in
this highly polarized political atmosphere?
Some brainstorming from the group:
1. Strengthen our development efforts to enable us to do more.
2. Do what we’ve always done: hold forums; serve as examples.
3. Look at examples of inspirational non-partisan political speeches
to help with approaches, serve as models.
4. Refer back to and use “Where We Stand.”
5. Think about what we can do about the state budget situation.
6. Educate the public about government responsibilities, separation
of powers – for example, what can a president actually do,
vs what is promised in a campaign.
7. Resurrect the Constitution Contest.
8. Support a robust civics curriculum.
9. Foster involvement in Evanston’s Cradle to Career initiative.
10. Collaborate with county, state and national leagues.

Welcome New LWVE Members!
Laura Williams
Holly Heap
Penny Doyle
Kristin & Mark Winter

laurawilliams620@gmail.com
hollyheap@gmail.com
pennydoyle534@gmail.com
kristin.winter@icloud.com

Primary Election Sets Records
– by Jennifer O’Neil
It’s official: according to the Cook County Clerk’s office the March 15
election broke many records for a presidential primary, including early
voting turnout, overall turnout, the number of mail ballots returned and
the number of registered voters.
Voting before Election Day – by mail, or during early voting and grace
periods– accounted for 22% of all ballots cast in this election. Turnout
for Suburban Cook County in presidential primary elections went from
43.3% in 2008 to 23.6% in 2012 and increased to 48.6% in 2016.
In Evanston the turnout for the March primary was 55.2%. In the
presidential race, more than 50% of registered voters in every ward cast
ballots. The range was 53.1% in the 6th Ward to 59.3% in the 9th Ward.
This was the first presidential election to include Election Day registration
and voting by 17-year-olds who will be 18 by the November general
election. LWVE deputy registrars did their best to get the word out about
these new initiatives, and found a lot of interest.
“The popularity of initiatives such as online voter registration, Election
Day registration and registration and voting for 17-year-olds, proves
there is a great desire by voters to take part in the electoral process,”

How Evanston Voted in Contested Primary Races:
On the Democratic side, it was Hillary Clinton with 54.37% over Bernie
Sanders with 45.42%. For US Senator, Tammy Duckworth won 78% of
votes. In the hotly contested State’s Attorney’s race in Cook County,
Evanston voted 69.81% for Kim Foxx, 16.87% for Anita Alvarez, and
13.32% for Donna More (Foxx won with 52% of the vote overall).
For Clerk of the Circuit Court, Cook County the Evanston vote was:
Jacob Meister
32.28%
Dorothy Brown
38.71% (winner with 45% of the vote overall)
Michelle Harris
29.01%
On the Republican side 45% of Evanston voters went for John Kasich in
the Presidential race. Donald Trump and Ted Cruz each received 19% of
the Evanston vote and Marco Rubio came in at 15%.
More than 75% of Evanston Republican voters chose incumbent Mark
Kirk in the US Senate race.
Contact the League office if you would like to help with voter registration
or turnout activities this summer and next fall.

New ILO Forming
– by Cate Whitcomb
You may be asking what is an ILO? It is another way for leagues to
form, called InterLeague Organizations. As members of the Evanston
League we also have membership in the Cook County, Illinois and U.S.
Leagues. In addition we are members of the LWV of the Lake Michigan
Region (LWVLMR), which works on issues affecting Lake Michigan
under the umbrella of the national league position on water.
A new ILO is forming: the LWV Upper Mississippi River Region (UMRR-pronounced “ummer”) had its very successful inaugural meeting in
October 2015 and was recently approved by LWVUS. More than 55
local leagues in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois have joined,
as well as three state leagues, including Illinois. Sheri Latash of
the Glenview league met with the Evanston LWV board last month
requesting that we join the UMRR League also. The purposes of the
LWVUMRR are:
• promote education, public understanding and active, informed
citizen participation in evidence based decision making as
essential elements of responsible and responsive management of
the natural resources of the Upper Mississippi River Region.
• promote resource conservation, science-based stewardship and
long range planning, with the responsibility for managing natural
resources shared and coordinated among levels of government.

League of Women Voters of Evanston

continued >

The IntercoM

3

• promote efficient and economical government requiring competent personnel, the clear
assignment of responsibilities, adequate financing, effective enforcement, and well defined
channels for citizen input and review.
Here in Illinois we are part of the watershed that feeds into the Mississippi River, so along with Lake
Michigan, the Mississippi is in our purview and deserves our attention. It is a well accepted fact that
water is going to be an increasingly important issue in the 21st Century.

LWVUS Position on Water:
Support measures to reduce pollution in order to protect surface water,
groundwater and drinking water, including careful consideration of proposed
inter-basin water transfers. Lake Michigan and the Great Lakes Scientists
have argued that the Lake Michigan and Great Lakes ecosystems to be on
the edge of collapse.
Recognizing the threats to the health of the Great Lakes, IL League members are
active participants with the League of Women Voters of Lake Michigan Region,
educating the public and advocating for full funding and implementation
of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. These bills include removing toxic
wastes, aquatic and habitat restoration, sewer system upgrades.

Connect. Share.
Learn. Access.
Celebrating 5 years

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

Calendar of Events
LWVE Annual Meeting - May 17, Tuesday ~ 5:30 – 8:00 pm
Dinner at 5:30 followed by business meeting and presentation by Sheila Merry, Executive Director,
Evanston Cradle to Career. $30 for dinner; make reservations at league office by May 12.
LWVE Luncheon JUNE 22, WEDNESDAY – 11:45 am
Monthly event featuring reports by LWVE members Casey Christensen, Helen Gagel & Eleanor
Revelle on activities at LWVUS convention in Washington D.C. $20 for luncheon; please make
reservations at league office by June 20.
Both events at the King Home, 1555 Oak Ave, Evanston - Info 847-859-7883 or www.lwve.org
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MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

