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Once again this month we have a great speaker at our monthly
meeting, Gail Miller from Miller's Way
Orchids, who will discuss basic orchid
culture and demonstrate how to make
beautiful orchid arrangements. Gail has
been growing orchids for 26 years and
has been awarded over 50 coveted AOS
awards; the William Hackney Award,
twice and has been past President of
several South Florida orchids societies.
She is also one of the outstanding
vendors at our annual orchid show.
I would like to thanks all who helped and attended fun Wine in the
Garden last month. This was our second year visiting the Delray
Garden Center and Kevin once again gave a great tour of their
nursery. Turnout was even better than last year and many of
orchids and plants found new homes with our member's.
Valentine's Day is just around the corner so what better time to
give an orchid or a new membership to a friend or loved one. Gail
Miller will be selling her outstanding plants at our meeting.
Keep bringing in food and your blooming orchids for an extra
chance to take home a free orchid.
See you at our monthly meeting Wednesday, February 14th.
Doors open at 6:30 pm and meeting starts at 7:00 pm.
Bill Thrall,
DBOS President

MEET Y O UR BO ARD
We look forward to another success year at DBOS filled with amazing
orchid's care and culture, lectures, annual auction, field trips, socials and
the annual orchid show. If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to
us at the meetings or e-mail us.

WINE IN THE GARDEN

LT to RT: Bernadette Garfinkel, Michele Owens, Annette Jackson, Bill
Thrall (President), Lorna Hanson, Thomas Johnson, Barbara Shaw, Valerie
Smith, Judith Lieberman, James Mangan, Donna Holt, Susan Santoro,
Buddy Rappaport. Missing Ollie Jackson

Bus Trip to F airchild G ardens
I nternational O rchid Show

D o n' t m is s o ut. Sig n up to d a y
DATE: Sunday, March 11, 2018
TIME: 8:30 am - 2:00 pm. The bus will depart at these times so don't be
late.
MEETING PLACE: Old School Square, parking garage
COST: Member $20,** Non- member $30** Includes admission to the
Gardens.
Please join us for an enjoyable day trip to the International Orchid Festival at
Fairchild Botanical Gardens in Coral Gables and leave the driving to us!
Over twenty orchid vendors will be selling amazing orchids and supplies. There
will be educational orchid lectures, outstanding orchid displays and AOS judged
awarded orchids . The botanical gardens cover 83 acres and are replete with
tropical and rare plants, trees and flowers. There are food vendors and
restaurants at the gardens or bring your lunch and refreshments. You won't
want to miss this bus trip. Bring along a friend and have a fun day shopping
for stunning orchids.
RSVP today: Barbara Shaw, 716- 574- 9573
Mail your payment in today: Delray Beach Orchid Society
PO Box 6571
Delray beach, FL. 33482

Many thanks to Chickie and
Bernadette for providing the
refreshments
MEMBERSHIP DUES
IF YOU HAVE NOT
ALREADY SENT IN YOUR
MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR
2018, PLEASE PAY AT

** A minimum of 15 people must sign up in order for us to receive the
discounted $10 admission. Regular admission is $25, so please sign up today.

GROWING ORCHIDS IN FEBRUARY
BY DR. MARTIN MOTES
Despite the bloom on the avocados
and the burgeoning new leaves on the
live oaks, February is not spring in
South Florida. Danger of freeze
continues past mid month and frost can
occur still into March. Even if the

weather is balmy it's too early to let
down our guard or take down any
protection we have mounted against the
cold. The trend however is toward the
positive as each lengthening day brings
extra hours of warming sunshine to
begin waking our plants from their long
winter's rest.
February characteristically brings a
wide swing of day to night temperatures,
ideal for spiking ascocendas and
Welcome to Our New
vandas but also wringing from the air
Motes Vanda. Motes Mahogany
heavy dews and dense fog. Whilst these
Members
add a romantic atmosphere to the South Florida landscape, Wuthering
Heights is singularly devoid of snails and slugs (much less Botrytis). The
Ron Franz
silvery carpet of dew provides a silky path to our orchids for snails and
slugs which can range far, under these favorable conditions. They are
Hollie Higgs
eager to make a nice meal of your Phalaenopsis leaves or the soft crowns
Terry Morkert
of your vandas before they retire during the dry months of March and April
Phoebe Roberts
only to dream of the fresh shoots of the sympodial orchids brought forth by
Therese Snyder
the first rains of May. Now is the time to give them a rude awakening.
Carol Smith
Remember that snail bait is most effectively applied lightly (scatter the
pellets every few feet) and frequently (every 7 to 10 days). Two or three
applications should do the job.
Thank you for joining and be sure to The heavy fog which can cause condensation on leaves even under cover
pick up your new member packet
can also bring trouble. Botrytis is a fungus disease that can disfigure
and ID badge at the February 14,
flowers with small black spots. Particularly apparent and annoying on white
2018 meeting.
Phalaenopsis, Botrytis can ruin other flowers as well. Control is typically
achieved in commercial greenhouses with fungicide in aerosol forms and
AMERICAN ORCHID
by running fans to prevent condensation on the flowers. The latter option is
SOCIETY
also available to collectors. A small fan turned on the spiking and opened
flowers at night will greatly alleviate the pressure of Botrytis. So will, to a
degree, the application of soap which we suggested in January to control
mites. Bicarbonate of soda, ordinary baking soda, at 1Tbs. per gal will help
Find out what to look for
as well. Quaternary ammonium compounds (Physan, RD40, Consan, pool
when purchasing an orchid to
algicide) also give some control. Maintaining long lasting flowers like
ensure you bring home a
Phalaenopsis, dendrobiums and bi-foliate cattleyas in more perfect
condition is well worth the effort. Having waited so long for the flowers we
healthy plant that will flower
want to enjoy them as long as possible and they do all last longer in cool
reliably.
weather.
Martin Motes
Watch an AOS video
President, Motes Orchids
THE FEBUARY MEETING
TO KEEP ACTIVE IN OUR
SOCIETY. THANK YOU.

W E W ANT TO HE AR
FROM YOU

AOS CORNER

Botrytis Fungus
If you have any suggestions or Life Cycle
comments regarding the Society,
meetings or this newsletter, please
feel free to contact our President,
William Thrall, at 561-506-3371 or
e-mail.
If you have special event in your
life or know of a member who is
ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Thomas Johnson at 561350-8451.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or
phone number? We don't want to
lose contact with you. Please
contact
our
Membership
Chair, Donna Holt Swanson.

The fungus winters primarily on dead and
dying plant material, and begins producing
and dispersing spores during cool, damp
weather in the spring or autumn. Damp
conditions, rapidly rising humidity or
disturbing infected plants may release
spores into the surrounding growing area.
Spores can be distributed by wind, rain
From the AOS Botrytis
or any mechanical action. Temperatures
in the mid 60's to low 70's F (18-23 C),
and wet plant surfaces or ambient humidity of at least 92 percent, are
ideal conditions. The fungus can proliferate very quickly, infecting
healthy plant tissue in as little as 14 hours.
Symptoms
Botrytis manifests as small, brown necrotic spots on orchid flowers.

Those spots may increase in size and number as the infection
progresses, and may be surrounded by a pale pink margin. In severe
infections, the spots can coalesce, and gray, webbed fungal growth
(mycelium) may become visible.
Prevention
The best form of control for botrytis is prevention, which involves
sanitation, air circulation and careful watering.
Keep plenty of fresh air moving through the growing area and around
plants at all times. A stagnant, damp environment with inadequate air
circulation promotes the growth of botrytis. Good air circulation is a
necessity to prevent fungal infections year round, but most especially
when plants are in bloom. Increasing the ambient temperature and air
movement and decreasing the humidity during cool, damp weather will
help eliminate any excess moisture on plant tissue, thus minimizing the
chances of infection. In most areas, orchids grown outdoors already
have the necessary air movement in their environment.
Watering
When watering, avoid wetting the plant and its flowers, if possible. Water
that remains on petals or leaves after a rain or watering encourages
fungal growth. Watering early in the day helps ensure that the plant and
its flowers will be dry by nightfall. Never allow blooms or foliage to
remain wet overnight.
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
February 14th: Gail Miller, Miller's Way Orchids. General orchid culture
March 14th: Annual Orchid Auction
April 11: Roy Takunaga , H&R Nurseries, Inc. Hawaii
May 9th: Hands-on repotting workshop
June 13th: Norman Fang, Normans' Orchids from Hawaii.
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Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street, Delray
Beach, FL. 33483
561-573-2360 or 561-638-9014
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

