
WINDMILLS          

  

 The development of windmill power commenced in the twelfth century, 
which allowed better distribution than its antecedent, the watermill, in 
meeting local need. Whilst the earliest record of mills in Toft go no further 
back in history than the late C18 it is clear from the better preserved records 
of neighbouring villages of Bourn and Haslingfield, that manorial windmills 
were in existence locally from late C13 onwards. In later history Toft had two 
windmills, one in West Field (Miller's Lane) whose earliest documentation is 
from 1815 up to 1896. There is no information regarding its eventual 
demolition. The site of the mill is indicated on the Enclosure Maps of 1812 and 
1845. Like its counterpart on the Comberton Road, between Toft and 
Comberton, t h e   s i t es   w o u l d   h a v e   i n c l u d e d   besides t h e   m i l l structure ,  
 a s s o c i a t e d   l a n d ,   c o t t a g e s   a n d   b a r n s . The recycling point on Comberton Road 
today marks the location of the second mill. The earliest record of the 
'Comberton' Mill is from 1773 and its eventual demise is again unknown. The 
mill was blown down in 1854, but subsequently restored and was still in 
existence until at least 1883.  

 

There are no illustrations of either of these, but they were thought to both be 
Post Mills - s o   n a m e d   b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   l a r g e   u p r i g h t   p o s t   o n   w h i c h   t h e   m a i n  
 s t r u c t u r e   ( t h e   b o d y,   o r   b u c k)   i s   b a l a n c e d .   B y   m o u n t i n g   t h e   b o d y   t h i s   w a y    t h e  
 sails    may  be  r o t a t e d  t o   f a c e  directly into  t h e   w i n d  .  The nearby mill on the 
Caxton Road at Bourn, dating back before 1636, is a preserved example of 
such a windmill. With its single pair of milling stones, it is smaller in scale 
than the Toft mills with their 2 pairs of stones. Bourn Mill bears a clear 
resemblance to   historical d e p i c t ions of mills before the C17 .  

  

T h e   w i n d m i l l    r e p l a c ed   a n i m a l   p o w e r   ( p r o b a b l y   b y   h o r s e s )   i n   g r i n d i n g   o f  
 g r a i n  , although in the early medieval  period it was customary for many 
peasant households to grind grain for their own needs by hand. A   m i l l   c o u l d  
 g r i n d   u p   t o   s i x   b u s h e l s   o f   g r a i n   p e r   h o u r   i f   t h e   w i n d   w a s   s t e a d y   ( a   b u s h e l   o f  
 w h e a t   w e i g h s   6 2 l b s ) .  D u r i n g   t h e   m e d i e v a l   p e r i o d    m i l l s   w e r e  erected by the 
lord of the manor, who maintained a monopoly over milling. The mills would 
be operated by a sokeman (a particular form of tenure).   T e n a n t s   o f   t h e   m a n o r  
 w e r e   o b l i g e d   t o   g r i n d   t h e i r   c o r n   a t   t h e   l o r d's   m i l l   a t   a   f i x e d   r a t e   o f   t o l l   i n   k i n d , 
u s u a l l y   1 / 1 6 t h  of the corn ground  ( t h e   g r i s t ) .  As substantial landowners t h e  
 C h u r c h was similarly  i n v o l v e d   i n   w i n d m i l ling .  

 



 From the C19 windmills were replaced by mechanically operated milling. 
 E x p a n d i n g   t r a d e   i n   c h e a p   f o r e i g n   w h e a t  l e d   t o   d e v e l o p m e n t   o f   l a r g e   m i l l s   a t  
 p o r t s,   a n d   t h e   g r o w t h   o f   t h e   r a i l w a y   n e t w o r k    e n a b l e d   f l o u r   t o   b e   d istributed  
 c h e a p l y   t o   m o s t   t o w n s   a n d   v i l l a g e s   i n   t h e   c o u n t r y . These changes 
accompanied the shift of population and the economy from rural areas  to the 
expanding townships.   M a n y   s m a l l   m i l l s   k e p t   g o i n g   b y   o f f e r i n g   a   l o c a l   s e r v i c e  
 t o   f a r m e r s   f o r   a n i m a l   f e e d ,   b u t   t h e   g r o w t h   o f   s m a l l   mechanically p o w e r e d  
 m i l l i n g   m a c h i n e s, not reliant on weather conditions and without the high 
relative costs of maintaining wind-driven mills,  erod e d   t h e   m a r k e t .  T h e  
instalment of the  E x c e l s i o r   C o r n   M i l l   at   t h e   M o u n t,  in the centre of the village, 
exemplified this transition. 

 

 M I L LS   AND   M I L L E R S  

 

The mill in West Field 

 1 8 1 5  

 T h e   w i n d m i l l   a n d   p r e m i s e s   w e r e   o w n e d   b y   J o h n   B o w y e r   o f   O f f o r d   D' A r c y ,  
 H u n t i n g d o n s h i r e ,   a n d   r e c o r d e d   i n   h i s   l a s t   W i l l   &   T e s t a m e n t   o f   2 5   A p r i l   1 8 1 5 .  

 1 8 3 3   ( 1 2   D e c . )  

 J o s e p h   S t a n f o r d   a c c e p t e d   m o r t g a g e   f r o m   J o h n   H a r t  

 1 8 3 5   ( 1 9   D e c e m b e r )  

 R i c h a r d   D u c e   o f   C a l d e c o t e    i s   l i s t e d   a s   a   m i l l e r .   J o h n   H a r t   i s   l i s t e d   a s   a   r e s i d e n t  
 a t   T o f t .   M e n t i o n   i s   m a d e   o n   p a p e r s   o f   1 6 1   a c r e s   a n d   4   p o l e s   a t   M i l l   H i l l   T o f t .  

 1 8 2 5   ( 1 9   D e c e m b e r )  

 L e a s e   o f   m i l l  -   J o h n   F i n c h   a n d   R i c h a r d   D u c e   t o   J o h n   H a r t .   W i n d m i l l   a t   M i l l   H i l l ,  
 w i n d   g r i s t   o r   c o r n   m i l l ,   a l l   s t o n e s ,   s a i l s   a n d   l i n k s   a n d   s p i n d l e s ,   f o r m i n g   p a r t   o f  
 t h e   l a n d   a n d   e s t a t e   b e l o n g i n g   t o   M r s   A n n e   B a r o n ,   W i l l i a m   H a r r a d i n e   a n d  
 D a n i e l   W a i t e . �  

 1 8 3 7   ( 6   J a n u a r y )  

 M o r t g a g e   i n   f e e   o f   a   f r e e h o l d   e s t a t e   i n   T o f t ,   f o r   s e c u r i n g   £ 8 0   a n d   I n t e r e s t ,   J o h n  
 H a r t   a n d   O t h e r s   t o   J a m e s   H u n t .  

 1 8 5 6   ( 1 9   A p r i l )  

 C o n v e y a n c e   o f   p r e m i s e s   i n   T o f t ,   J a m e s   H u n t   &   A n o t h e r   t o   T h o m a s   D a n e s .  



   1 8 5 7   ( 1 0   J u n e )  

 M o r t g a g e   f o r   p r e m i s e s   i n   T o f t ,   f o r   s e c u r i n g   £ 4 0   a n d   i n t e r e s t .   T h o m a s   D a n e s   t o  
 E d m u n d   F o s t e r .  

 1 8 6 0   ( 8   D e c e m b e r )  

 C o n v e y a n c e   o f   W i n d m i l l   a n d   l a n d   a t   T o f t .   T h o m a s   D a n e s   a n d   h i s   m o r t g a g e   t o  
 J o s e p h   M u s t i l l.    

1 8 6 0   ( 1 0   D e c e m b e r )  

 M o r t g a g e   o f   w i n d m i l l   a n d   l a n d   a t   T o f t .   J o s e p h   M u s t i l l   t o   E p h r a u m   W a y m a n .  

 1 8 6 1   ( 3 0   D e c e m b e r )  

 T r a n s f e r   o f   m o r t g a g e   t o   E   W a y m a n ,   ( b y   d i r e c t i o n   o f   J o s e p h   M u s t i l l )   t o   J o h n  
 B o w y e r .   

 1 8 6 8   ( 9   A p r i l )  

 A u c t i o n   h e l d   a t   T h e   R e d   L i o n   i n   T o f t   f o r   S a l e   o f   P o s t   W i n d m i l l ,   s h e d s   a n d  
 c o t t a g e s .  

  S o l d   a t   a u c t i o n   o n   b e h a l f   o f   G e o r g e   a n d   W i l l i a m   B o w y e r ,   t h e   a p p o i n t e d  
 E x e c u t o r s   o f   J o h n   B o w y e r .   T h e   m o r t g a g e s   s o l d   t o   V a l e n t i n e   B e l d a m   o f  
 R o y s t o n ,   t h e   o w n e r   o f   t h e   s u r r o u n d i n g   l a n d   a n d   r e s i d e n t   a t   T o f t   M a n o r   f r o m  
 1 9 0 0   t o   1 9 1 1 .   T h e   p r i c e   was   £ 1 0 0 ,   s u g g e s t i n g   t h a t   t h i s   w a s   n o t   a   g o i n g  
 c o n c e r n .      

 1 8 8 3  

 M a r r i t t   C h a s .   m i l l e r   ( w i n d )   a n d   c o r n   m e r c h a n t ,  r e s i d e n t   of T o f t .   

1 8 9 6  

 C r e e k   E l i s a   A .   M r s ,   g r o c e r ,   d r a p e r ,   b o o t   &   s h o e   d e a l e r ,   m i l l e r   ( s t e a m )   &  
 f a r m e r )   r e s i d e n t   i n   T o f t .  

 

 

 

  

 

 



Comberton Road windmill   

 A s   f a r   a s   i s   k n o w n ,   t h e r e   w e r e   n o   w i n d m i l l s   i n   C o m b e r t o n   p a r i s h .   I t   h a s   b e e n  
 a s s u m e d   t h a t   m i l l e r s   r e c o r d e d   a s   r e s i d e n t   i n   C o m b e r t o n ,   w o u l d   h a v e   u s e d   t h e  
 w i n d m i l l   i n   T o f t   p a r i s h .  

 1 7 7 3     ( 6   J u n e )  

 T o   b e   s o l d .   P o s t   m i l l ,   c o m m o n l y   k n o w n   a s   t h e   C o m b e r t o n   m i l l ;   i n   g o o d   r e p a i r  
 a n d   c a p a b l e   o f   d o i n g   a   g r e a t   d e a l   o f   b e n e f i t .       

 1 8 0 8   ( 1 1   J u n e )  

 T O F T .   B a k e r s / M i l l e r s   t o   b e   l e t .   W i n d m i l l   o n   t h e   r o a d   b e t w e e n   T o f t   a n d  
 C o m b e r t o n . 

 1 8 1 2  

 R e c o r d e d   a s   t h e n   b e i n g   i n   t h e   p o s s e s s i o n   o f   M a r y   H o l d e r  

 1 8 1 2   ( 2 8   F e b r u a r y )  

 ( 1 )   T o   b e   s o l d   b y   a u c t i o n   o n   S a t u r d a y   7   M a r c h   1 8 1 2 ,   w i n d m i l l   i n   t h e  
 o c c u p a t i o n   ( m i l l e r )   o f   T h o m a s   P a p w o r t h .  

 ( 2 )   8   M a y   1 8 1 2   t o   b e   l e t   o r   s o l d ,   w i n d m i l l   i n   t h e   o c c u p a t i o n   o f   T h o m a s  
 P a p w o r t h .          

 1 8 5 4   ( 2 8   J a n u a r y )    

 O n   F r i d a y   l a s t ,   t h e   w i n d m i l l   w a s   b l o w n   d o w n .   T h e   m i l l e r ,   W i l l i a m   W e b b ,    w a s  
 i n   t h e   m i l l   a t   t h e   t i m e   a n d   w a s   c o n s i d e r a b l y   h u r t   a n d   g r e a t   h o p e s   a r e  
 e n t e r t a i n e d   f o r   h i s   r e c o v e r y .  

 1 8 8 3  

 B e l d a m   R o b e r t ,   m i l l e r   ( w i n d ) .   R e s i d e n t   i n   C o m b e r t o n.     

 1 8 9 6  

 B e l d a m   W i l l i a m ,   m i l l e r   ( s t e a m )     R e s i d e n t   i n   C o m b e r t o n.   
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Toft, West Field Mill 

 



 
Comberton Mill 

 

 

 
Toft Mill sale poster 1812 

 



 
Comberton Mill sale poster 1814 

 

 

 

 
Toft Mill sale poster 1868 

 



 
Bourn Windmill 

 


