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SEWER ASSET MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
PUBLIC MEETING - 8/18/15
Present: Supervisor Edna Frasier, Town Board member
Ginger Kuenzel, NYS Rural Water representative Steve
Grimm, Committee members Phil Smith and Jim Beaty.
Committee members not able to be present were Chris
Navitsky and Diane Trudeau.

Oktoberfest Weekend 2015
A Weekend of Fall Fun for the Entire Family
Friday September 18th,
Saturday September 19th,
and Sunday September 20th
Friday Night Family Tent Dance
6 – 11 pm
Live music with the Ben Rounds Band. Festival Food, Beer Tent.
Bring the Family. $2 Admission, $5 for the Whole Family.
Bring canned/packaged food donations for the Hague Food Bank.

Saturday Oktoberfest
Noon – 7 pm
Beer and Wine Tent with seasonal brews from Adirondack Brewery.
Live music from the famous Fritz's Polka Band.
Kids Activities with YMCA of the Adirondacks.
German and Festival Food
Keg Toss & Miss Oktoberfest Relay

Sunday Sunrise Service and Fellowship Hour
9 am in the Park
A nondenominational musical service led by Silver Bay Chaplain
Bruce Tamlyn

Hague Town Park is located on the northern end of Lake George
at the intersection of Route 9N and Route 8.
Banner photograph copyright 2014 by Carl Heilman II at
http://www.carlheilman.com

Introduced to the audience was the new Chief
Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator, Joseph
McDowell.
A slide show presentation was given along with verbal
presentations by committee members.
Ginger Kuenzel led it off with the introduction saying,
“We understand that you want to know that your money is being used wisely.” There are two sewer districts - #1 built in
2003 and #2 built in 2009 with a total of 431 EDUs.
Jim Beaty said, “It is a small plant and has to be very efficient to be cost effective.” The Town is responsible for what is
in the grinder pump and for the lines from the road to the plant.
He noted that Supervisor Frasier has been the “anchor in the
storm” and has had to deal with the issues of the age of the
plant, the collection system and the staff turnover. He stated
that one of the most important things for the efficient working
of the plant is communication. One of the conditions to satisfy
the consent order from the DEC is to reduce the excessive levels of the nitrates and phosphorus. The FUND for Lake George
has awarded us a grant for $10,000 for mixers to help the nitrate problem.
Steve Grimm, an engineer with NYS Rural Water, has
been moderating the committee at no cost to the Town. He said
they have been working on three areas - product quality, financial viability and infrastructure and have come up with an asset
management plan (required by the DEC).
Phil Smith noted that the Town will maintain the pumps
and they are working on budgeting. They have been finding
ways to reduce costs and have been able to reduce the cost of
sludge removal. They are also bringing pump maintenance
back “in house.” But in order to do all of this and plan for the
future, rates will have to go up.
Ginger Kuenzel summarized the meeting and noted that
minutes of their committee meetings are on the Town website.
(Continued on page 2)
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HAGUE SENIORS PICNIC
The Senior Club members and guests enjoyed the annual
picnic in the HVFD pavilion.

(Continued from page 1)

The meeting was then opened up for questions from the
audience. In response to these questions the audience learned
that:


The Town is still working on becoming compliant under
the DEC consent order.



There has been improvement in how property owners have
been using their systems.



The maintenance that still has to be deferred is manageable.



The problem with the phosphorus and nitrates was in the
way the plant was designed and the engineering firm has
come up with a plan using the mixers.



The sludge continues to be sent to Ticonderoga.



The sewer law needs to be changed to include a violation
policy.



The wastewater treatment plant is being run by one fulltime and one part-time persons.



We are over budget due to repairs and the consent order
and temporary staffing have cost money.



All users pay the same year round fees because it is a
shared system and the service is available to everyone year
round.



The flow does not reach the design capacity.

Other residents made comments about record keeping, paying more than once per year, a report on the number of maintenance incidences, setting up an escrow account to cover future
over-budget expenses, odor response and other budget considerations.
The committee now has a much better understanding of the
plant, its assets, its maintenance needs and the budget requirements. They plan to continue to work on these issues.

SALT SUMMIT TO BE HELD
A Salt Summit has been organized by the Lake George
Waterkeeper and will take place on Monday, September 28,
2015 from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm at The Sagamore Conference
Center in Bolton Landing.
Salt has been identified as the #1 threat to the quality of
Lake George. This meeting is primarily to address how to abate
the use of road salt for de-icing in winter. For more information
on this event go to <http://fundforlakegeorge.org/saltsummit>.
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is mailed out by volunteers on the Wednesday after the third Tuesday of each month. The
News deadline is six days earlier.
Please send news or address corrections to the Publisher, Judy Stock at
<HagueChronicle@nycap.rr.com>.
The Hague Chronicle is supported by its readers and you may send your yearly (check your label for due date) tax
deductible contribution, made out to The Hague Chronicle to:
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE
PO Box 748
Hague, NY 12836-0748
Editor/Publisher: Judy Stock (518-543-6517)
Editorial Staff: Ginger Kuenzel, Pat McDonough
Cartoonist: Stan Burdick

Layout Editor: Jim Henderson
Treasurer: Bob Whitaker
Database Manager: Jan Whitaker
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SCHOOL TAX COLLECTION LOCATION

NORTHERN LAKE GEORGE ROTARY

If you pay your school taxes in person, and haven’t already
done so, make sure to go to the right location which is new this
year. Ticonderoga School Taxes are being collected at the
Glens Falls National Bank, 123 Montcalm St, Ticonderoga
through Wednesday, November 4, 2015. On Mondays through
Wednesdays the hours are from 9 am to noon and 12:30 - 3 pm.
On Thursdays and Fridays the hours are 9 am to noon and
12:30 - 4:30 pm. For further information call the Ticonderoga
Business Office at 518-585-7442, ext 1131/1132.

Members and guests of the Northern Lake George Rotary
Club enjoyed the annual International Dinner held in Gullen
Dining Room at the Silver Bay YMCA.

LGA PLEDGE FOR PROGRAM
The Lake George Association (LGA) Executive Director
Walt Lender announced at the LGA’s Annual Meeting that it is
pledging $90,000 over the next three years to bolster the local
support for the Lake George Park Commission’s Boat Inspection Program.
The two-year pilot inspection program expires this fall and
these funds will encourage the continuation of the program. Currently, half of the cost of the inspection program –
about $300,000 – comes from the state. The other half is funded
by municipalities and non-profits like the Lake George Association.

PHOTOGRAPHY ADDED TO GARDEN CLUB
SHOW
The Carillon Garden Club has added a Photography exhibit
to their plans for their Standard Flower Show on September 25
- 26, 2015 at the Hague Community Center. All area visitors,
residents and club members are encouraged to participate.
The Photography Exhibit will be non-competitive but a
People’s Choice award will be given in each of the three
classes. The classes are: Class 1 - “Beautiful Scenery” - A
garden landscape. Class 2 - “Seen Close Up” - A close up
picture of blooms or foliage and Class 3 - “Garden Visitors” Photo of a bird, animal, or insect.
In order to enter, the following rules will apply: All photos
must be 5” x 7”. No frames or mats allowed. Flower show
committee will provide display materials. It is open to all, one
entry per class, and each entry must be the work of the exhibitor. All entries must be pre-registered and received by the photography chairman by September 17, 2015.
Contact Carillon Garden Club Photography exhibit chair,
Vivian Den Bleyker at 543-6801 to pre-register and/or for more
information.
In addition to Horticulture and Special Exhibits, the Carillon Garden Club Flower Show will also include beautifully
designed floral arrangements created by National Garden Club
members.

CHORALE TO RESUME REHEARSALS
The Champlain Valley Chorale resumed its fall rehearsals
on September 15, 2015 for its upcoming Christmas concerts.
Weekly rehearsals will be held each Tuesday evening at 7 pm
in Fellowship Hall of the First United Methodist Church, 1045
Wicker Street, Ticonderoga and continue to the December concert presentations. New singers in all sections are welcomed.
For further information, please contact Bob Elling at 585-2173.
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TOWN BOARD MEETING – 9/8/2105
Supervisor Edna Frasier and Board Members Marty Fitzgerald, Ginger Kuenzel, Rudy Meola and Steve Ramant were
all present.
A moment of silence was held for David Craig, Barbara
Denno Tyler and Shirley Bryant.
Under committee reports:
Buildings & Grounds/Community Center/Enhancement The dehumidifiers have been delivered. Councilman Kuenzel
suggested using hydrometers to check the humidity in the basement as recommended by the engineer. The Supervisor reported that flooring would be expensive in the courtroom so they
will probably go with carpeting. She also noted they will have
the deck rebuilt at the visitor center.
Highway – Highway Superintendent Smith recommended
that Tim Fiaillo be made full time at the Highway Department
as an operator. The Board approved the personnel change beginning October 1, 2015. Until then Tim will continue halftime in the Community Center and half-time at Highway. In
the meantime the Board will advertise for a part-time maintenance person.
Museum & Historian – The Board approved opening the
Historical Museum for September 20, 2015 from noon to 4 pm
for the exhibit on the early days of the LG Regatta Association
that has been put together by the Town Historian Sally DeLarm
Rypkema and her associate Mary Behr.
Councilman Kuenzel reported that she, Sally Rypkema and
Mary Behr had worked during a two-day window to get pictures from Hague’s archives sent in for a new Warren County
pictorial history book. She noted, “Few realize what a treasure
Hague has with its photo archives.”
Recreation & Promotion & Youth – Councilman Ramant
reported a great turnout for the Open Water Swim.
Sewer Districts #1 & # 2 – The Supervisor noted that they
have hired a new sewer plant operator and that it is the last
week for Cedarwood Engineering to be overseeing the plant.
She also said that the deadline for the engineer report and asset
management plan for the DEC is October 6. The pump stations
need to be pumped out before big weekends to help prevent the
odor problems.
Town Park & Beautification – Councilwoman Kuenzel
reported that they had met with members of the Fire Department and agreed that the fire boat will stay where it is. She
also noted that a group staying at, but not affiliated with, Silver
Bay had used the beach parking lot for part of a triathlon without any permission or even informing the Town. They have
been instructed to check with the Town first.
In other business, the Board:
Agreed to advertise for sealed bids for “sifted sand, bank
run and item 4” for 2016 and 2017.
Authorized the supervisor to sign an agreement with Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board which they do
every year.

Set a date of Thursday, October 1, 2015 at 4 pm for a meeting for the Town Clerk to present the tentative budget to the
Board.
Heard from Supervisor Frasier that she felt a request for
quarterly payments for sewer billing would not be feasible due
to the paperwork and expense and fact that they would not have
the money when they might need it.
Agreed that they should look into a new phone system and
service for the Community Center due to many issues with the
current system.
Heard a reminder about the SALT summit on September
28, 2915 at the Sagamore.
Heard from Councilwoman Kuenzel about a free opportunity to get the downtown lights replaced with sodium vapor
lighting. She also reported on receiving three bids to redo the
Town website which will be discussed during the budget process.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS—8/27/2015
Meeting cancelled.

PLANNING BOARD - 9/3/2015
Chairman Dick Frasier and Board members Martin Fitzgerald, Mike Cherubini, Pam Peterson and Judy Gourley were present. Bob Whitaker and Dan Belden were absent.
RACANELLI (60.9-1-49) 10 BOBKAT LANE (TR1)
The Board set a date for a site visit for a new application to
remove the existing house and replace it. The current house sits
nearly 47 ft. from the Lake and the new structure will sit 60 ft.
so the new construction will be within 100 ft. of the Lake requiring Site Plan review. A new pump and septic tank (which
meets the NYSDOH standards) have been approved for installation.

ONGOING EVENTS
1st Monday: Fire Department (7 pm)
2nd Monday: Senior Bus to Glens Falls (8:30 am)
3rd Monday: Chamber of Commerce (7 pm)
Every Tuesday: Champlain Chorale (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Ticonderoga School Board (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Fish & Game Club (7 pm)
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: Ti’Coustics (7 pm)
4th Wednesday: Extra Helpings Distribution (noon)
3rd Thursday: Carillon Garden Club (10 am)
Every Tuesday: Rotary Club (7:30 am)
Every Thursday: Kiwanis (12 pm)
1st Friday: Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)
09/15

-5-

GALLERY WRAPS UP SEVENTH SEASON
Artistic coordinator Rich Stout has announced the Gallery
at Hague Creek has closed for the seventh season and thanks
everyone who patronized and supported the Gallery this summer. He noted, “We featured 14 artists over ten weeks, exhibiting Realism, Modern, Abstraction, and Contemporary Paintings, Drawings, Photography, Prints and Sculpture. The receptions were all well attended and were great ‘get togethers’ ”. He
added that the success was only possible with the support of
Bob and Donna Levenstein.

Artist:
Crispin Shakeshaft

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN LIONS
Yes, DEC, there are Adirondack cougars!
Hague resident, Vivian Den Bleyker, recently had a letter
to the editor of the (Glens Falls) Chronicle (Vol. 35, No.1,601,
p. 3) published which was partially in response to a Chronicle
article quoting Dr. Paul Jensen of the DEC insisting that there
are no cougars (also called mountain lion, puma, panther or
catamount) in the Adirondacks. The DEC suggests that what
people are seeing is a bobcat.
A bobcat (or similar looking Canadian lynx) is much smaller than a mountain lion and quite distinctly different. The latter
is a solitary cat, needing lots of space and usually nocturnal.
Considering these facts along with many individual sightings
by reputable folks in the Adirondacks (as carefully detailed by
Mrs. Den Bleyker), it is time for the DEC to recognize that
there are at least a few of these beautiful lions (or cougars) in
the Adirondacks. In her letter Mrs. Den Bleyker hopes the DEC
will cease giving misinformation and investigate further, not
“pat citizens on the head and tell them they must have mistaken
a cougar for a bobcat.”
Mrs. Den Bleyker has been following reports of sightings
for several years so perhaps if you have had a sighting of one of
these big cats, you will contact the DEC ~ and let Mrs. Den
Bleyker know also. The Hague Chronicle will be happy to forward any information to her.

Bartsie Patchett admiring
Brenda Rider’s owls

Below are pictured a mountain lion and a bobcat. Not too
difficult to identify when your headlights are shining right on
them (as was the case for Mrs. Den Bleyker).
Brenda Rider with
family

Admiring LG Regatta
Association trophy

internet photo: Mountain lion on left ~ Bobcat on right

internet image: http://www.urbancarnivores.com/mountain-lions-2/
Gallery at Hague Creek reception
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STEAMER WAVE RIDING
Last month’s Looking Back column was devoted to the
Steamboat Landing and the historical marker that was recently
placed on Dock Road. Apparently that column evoked memories for some of our readers. Among them was Lynn Stote who
wrote to us in August: “In the early 50’s we would go up and
stay at the “camp” next to the dock. When the Mohican would
come in, we’d run out to the dock and when it took off we’d
jump into its pulsating wake and have it throw us into the dock
– great fun – little did we think it was dangerous. I still recall
the crew jumping off, tying it up, helping the passengers disembark and thinking ‘What a great job this is’. I like the historical
marker as it [the steamer landing] truly was a part of history for
Hague City.”
Of course, youngsters have been enjoying such daring
deeds for generations. Jack Robinson, who summered here as a
boy from 1929-1940, has written: “When the steamers were
plying the lake, the Horicon, Sagamore, and then the Mohican,
as they left the boat landing, we used to row out to see how
close we could come to the wake and bob up and down. We
put grey hair on my mother’s head, as she was scared to death
but we thought it was a hoot. We had a conch shell on the
porch, and we would blow the shell and wait for the skipper to
return our call in recognition. It was great sport and something
to look forward to each day.”

Have you got a steamer landing story you’d like to share?
How about it?
Drop us a line at <haguehistoricalsociety@gmail.com>.
… Pat McDonough

Although I’m sitting in my sweltering living room with a
fan pointed right at me to abate the heat, they tell me summer is
over. Really? The first week in September – and in particular
Labor Day Weekend – has been beautiful here in Hague. As we
approach our equally lovely fall weather and colorful hillsides,
I wanted to pause to say thank you to the many people who
have come out to our programs this summer and supported our
efforts.
Our “Hague Apparel” exhibit was well received and many
people responded to our request for items to display. They are
too numerous to mention here, but I did want to offer a special
thank you to a few who really added character and pizzazz to
the exhibit. Among them were: Mary Ann Denno Osier for her
Hague Central School cheerleading outfit; Howard Ticknor for
his Hague Central School items as well as his grandfather’s
duster coat from the 1920’s and his father’s boating cap; and
Roy Bennett for his Eagle Scout uniform and handbook and a
photo of him as a driver of a DeLarm Dairy truck. Other items
came from our own Board members as well as the Hague Historical Museum’s collection. If you were able to stop in and see
the exhibit, we hope you enjoyed it.

Looking forward, you will want to stop in at the Community Center to see an exhibit on the Hague Regattas which is being curated by Sally Rypkema, Town Historian, and Mary Behr
and Ginger Kuenzel. Those who saw the preview of this new
exhibit at the Hague Creek Gallery in late August were impressed with the extensiveness of the materials included.
When you’re next at the Community Center and have some
time to spare, you will find that Jim Henderson has added three
new programs to the PC Viewing Station. The additions are
“Houses Two!” (our June program), “The Garfields of Hague”,
and an Arcady Bay program created by Rob Fischer. Enjoy!
… Pat McDonough
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~SOUNDINGS~
DIED:
David J. Craig, 89, of Hague, NY and Palm City, FL,
on August 10, 2015 at home in Palm City. He is survived by
his wife of 70 years, Shirley, four children, seven grand children and three great-grand children, and his dog, Annie.
DIED:
Jeannette Mullan Foster, 96, formerly of Silver Bay,
NY on August 20, 2015 in Naples, FL.
Jeannette was a long time resident of Sabbath Day Point
before moving to Naples. She was pre-deceased by her husband, William D. Foster. She is survived by two sons, Peter
and his wife Judith of Hague and David and his wife Helen of
Aspen, Colorado. She is also survived by two grandchildren,
Jason Foster of Gansevoort, NY and Nicole Foster of Geneva,
IL and four great-grandchildren, Mullen Weber, Chapman Weber, Willem Foster and Skylar Foster.
DIED:
Barbara Laura (Denno) Tyler, 70, of Hague, NY and
Bradenton, FL on August 20, 2015. She was the first of 15
children born to Bernard E. and Anna N. (Robbins) Denno of
Hague.
Barbara was a 1962 graduate of Hague Central School
where she was a cheerleader, majorette and sang in the chorus.
She went on to graduate from The Albany Training School for
Practical Nurses at Albany Medical Center with an LPN degree
in 1964. She worked at Moses Ludington Hospital in
Ticonderoga, Ellis Hospital in Schenectady, Sun Coast Mental
Health Memorial Hospital in Sarasota, FL and at various
physician offices and as a private nurse in many Florida homes.
She was also a hostess at the Sand Bar Restaurant, Anna Maria
Island in Florida for many years.
Barb always came back to Hague to visit family and her
favorite spots like Jabes Pond. At her 25th Hague high school
reunion in 1987 she reconnected with her 7th grade sweetheart,
Gary Tyler, and they married in 1989.
Barbara was predeceased by her only and beloved son,
Cory C. Cronan; her parents; her brothers, Joseph and Robert
Denno; and her first husband, Thomas G. Cronan. She is survived by her husband, Gary of Bradenton, FL; her only daughter, Tammy M. Cronan, of Palmetto, FL; her grandsons,Tyler
Heineman, Bradenton and Christopher Nash, Houston, TX; her
stepdaughter, Jackie Greene and step-granddaughters,
Genevieve and Lela of Angelica, New York; her mother-in-law,
Helen Tyler, Nashville, TN; her brothers, Bernard, Ralph and
Thomas Denno, Hague, and Peter Denno, Ticonderoga; her
sisters, Pamela Denno, Bradenton, Marie Alsdorf, Englewood,
FL, Deborah Reid and Michele Gautreau, Hague, Mary Osier,
Ticonderoga, Theresa Gagliardi, Glens Falls, Bernadette Fish,
Gilbert, AZ and Maureen Germain, North Ferrisburg, VT and
their families.
DIED: Shirley Lorraine Merz Bryant, 91, of Hague, NY and
Advance, NC peacefully at her home in Pine Cove on August
24, 2015.

Shirley graduated in 1942 from Columbia High School in
Maplewood NJ, and in 1944 from Colby Junior College in New
London, NH, where she majored in Business Administration.
After working to put her husband through college, Shirley
devoted herself to her family and volunteer work. She loved
playing bridge, knitting, gardening, and had a special gift for
bringing people together and making them feel at home.
Shirley was predeceased by her husband of 56 years, Robert Barnes Bryant. She is survived by her daughter, Barbara
"Bobbi" Taylor and her husband, David, of Boone, NC; son,
Douglas Bryant and his wife, Kim, of Nellysford, VA; and by
her grandsons: Scott (wife, Erin) Taylor of Dallas, TX; Ryan
Taylor of Charlotte, NC; and Evan Bryant of Charlottesville,
VA.
The family would like to thank Georgene Carpenter, RN of
the Warren County Health Services and Noelle Stevens, MD of
Glens Fall Hospital for the loving and compassionate care they
provided.
A memorial celebrating her life will be held in Hague in
the summer of 2016.

NEW BOARD MEMBER AT INTER-LAKES
HEALTH
Rolly Allen, of Hague, Chairman of the Inter-Lakes Health
Board of Directors, has announced that David Shelmidine has
been elected to the Inter-Lakes Health Board. This board oversees the property, affairs, business and concerns associated with
the operation of Moses Ludington Hospital, Heritage Commons
Residential Healthcare, Moses Ludington Adult Home and
Lord Howe Estates.
David was born and raised on a dairy farm in northern
New York. He holds a Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in Paper Science Engineering from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry. David and his
wife Sue and their two children reside in Ticonderoga.
Shelmidine is the Group Leader for Quality & Product
Development at International Paper’s Ticonderoga mill, the
largest private employer in Essex County with more than 600
current employees. Additionally, approximately 700 independent landowners and loggers earn a living providing wood and
fiber to the mill. There are nearly 500 mill retirees living in the
region.
Shelmidine joins current Board Members Bob Dedrick,
Vice-Chair; Ross Kelley, Treasurer; Chattie Van Wert, Secretary; Dr. Glen Chapman, Medical Staff President; Rodney Boula, Interim-President and CEO; Mike Diskin, Walt Lender and
Dawn Stoddard.
Allen commented, “David brings 25 years of business experience and a wealth of knowledge. We’re happy to have him
aboard and look forward to his contributions.”
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HAGUE CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
18 - 20
22
24
25 - 26

Oktoberfest Weekend
1:30 pm
Senior Club meeting
7 pm
Zoning Board of Appeals
Carillon Garden Club Show

OCTOBER
1
12
13
15
21

7 pm
Planning Board
Columbus Day - Town Offices closed
6 pm
Town Board
News deadline for October issue
The Hague Chronicle will be mailed out

TRANSFER STATION HOURS
September 2 thru June 30
Wednesday: 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday:
10 am to 4 pm
Sunday:
CLOSED
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