Zion News
Words from Pastor
Dear Members of Zion,
When we think of October, on the Church calendar think of the celebration of the
Reformation. We give thanks to God that we are saved by grace through faith in God’s Son our Lord Jesus
Christ. We also confess that it is Scripture alone which is the final authority in our lives, a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path.

Following Reformation, we observe the festival of All Saints. A time to remember those members of our
church family who now dwell with the Lord Jesus in their Heavenly Home.
Then after All Saints, we focus our eyes on the upcoming celebration of our national Thanksgiving
holiday. Thanksgiving will be here before we know it. There is much to plan for, the meal itself, getting
together with family and friends for a day of feasting on turkey and all the fixings.
Yet I believe we would all agree that genuine “Thanksgiving” should not take place just one day a year. As
Christians we have much to be thankful for each and every day. We understand that it is God himself who
provides us with everything we need to support this body and life. That it is God who defend us from every
danger, guards and protect us from every evil. It is God who has blessed us with the greatest gift of all who
which we are truly thankful, the gift of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Thanksgiving season is a time for us to truly count our blessings. But let us not reserve our
thankfulness for only one day a year. The writer of 1 Chronicles encourages us with these familiar words:

“Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good His love endures forever.”
Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours,

Pastor Bruce
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Vicar
These past two days I have spent at a pastor’s conference with Pastor Bruce. It was fantastic to meet
everyone in the circuit (the immediate area surrounding Pierce) as well as several people across the
district. I got to see a couple of friends of mine from seminary, who are now pastors and doing quite
well. One you folks would know, Nathan Abel. He is doing quite well, expecting a baby boy in December.
The conference itself was about collegiality—getting along with colleagues and working toward a
common goal with colleagues. It was incredibly practical and gave me a lot of insight into what the
pastoral ministry is all about. I learned a bunch from talking with pastors of all experience levels
about the issues that face Nebraska and the church in Nebraska. While there is no clear answer to everything we face as Christians, I was very uplifted by seeing how many pastors really do care about the
people in their congregation, as well as the people in congregations that are not their own. It is such a
great comfort to know that God watches over everything and every one of us.

In His Service!
Vicar Joshua Mork

DCE
FUSION YOUTH Upcoming events – Game Night November 11th and Movie Night November 18th. Sunday morning Bible Class is beginning a new study on the life of Paul. It is amazing what God will teach us
about our everyday lives and our relationship with Jesus through the experiences and teachings of
Paul. Don’t miss out!
Cards for sale – Please come by the church office to purchase boxed cards, single cards and napkins for all occasions. Payment can be made to Zion Youth and placed in the purple locked box on the second right hand self of the
card display. Proceeds will benefit the Fusion Youth group. Thank you for your patronage! Feel free to contact
Laura Ahlers with any questions.
During Sunday morning Bible class the youth have begun a study on the life of Paul. What an amazing man he was!
We are learning so much about our Savior, daily living and relationships with others through his life and teachings. I am excited for the day we study the book of Philemon. In this small book we learn about a runaway slave,
Onesimus who became a Christian under Paul’s instruction while they were both in jail. Paul writes to Philemon
who had owned Onesimus asking him to forgive his slave. Onesimus himself will deliver this letter to Philemon at
great risk to his safety and freedom. But as a Christian, he is willing to do what is right. There is so much to learn
about how Jesus sets us free from slavery to sin, how we should be bold to do the right thing and be willing to forgive ourselves and others. I love verses 15-16 “Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was
that you might have him back for good – no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.” May we
all understand the precious gift of a dear brother in Christ, welcome them as the Lord does us, with joy and forgiveness.
In God’s great love,
Laura Ahlers, DCE
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Ladies Aid
The Zion Lutheran Ladies Aid met on Wednesday October 3rd, for their regular monthly meeting. The hymn
titled “All Hail the Power Jesus’ Name” was sung and the devotions titled “Who is Jesus” and also a reading
titled “ I was Regretting the Past” was read by Lois May. The topic concerning and titled “Family Problems
and We’re Hurting was led by Vicar Mork.
President Sharolyn Buss conducted the business meeting with 11 members present. The September committee
served regular aid meeting lunch and sent 16 cards.
Doralie Walmsley also shared a reading titled “Stuff”
Remember: dishes that have accumulated from funerals and or potlucks have been placed in the Narthex,
please check to see if they are yours.
Merna Voss and Betty Sirek were honored for their Oct. birthdays.
Meeting closed with prayer and singing “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
Lunch was served by the October committee, Dorthalie Walmsley and Laurita Nitz.
Visitors are always welcome to come join us at our next regular meeting date November 7th@1:30.

LWML AGAPE
The LWML Agape Circle met Wednesday, October 10th, at Zion Lutheran Church with 9 members present.
Connie Droescher gave the devotion “Yesterday and Tomorrow”. Vicar Mork led the bible study “His
Blessing of Showers”.
Vice-President, Lynette Koehler, conducted the business meeting. Lynette Koehler was elected President
and Sylvia Furstenau was elected Vice President for the upcoming year. Sandy Buckendahl and Marlys
Bockelman will be our delegates for the Fall Rally being held October 13th at St. John’s in Battle Creek.
The evening ended with the with the collection of mites during the LWML pledge, prayer requests by Vicar
Mork, and dessert served by hostess, Connie Droescher.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, November 14th at 7:00 p.m. at Zion. Guests are encouraged to attend.
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LWML Katherine Circle
The Zion LWML Katherine Circle met Wednesday, October 10th 2018 at Zion Lutheran Church with
5 members present. Vicar Mork led the Bible study “His Blessing of Showers”. Devotions were given by Shirley Warneke, “He Watches Over Us Day and Night” based on Isaiah 40:28.
Vice President Anne Weber conducted the meeting. Election of new officers for 2019 for Vice – President and Secretary a motion was made by Ardith Warneke and seconded by Janelle Fischer to retain the officers Anne Weber, Vice
President and Shirley Warneke, Secretary.
We were reminded the Norfolk Zone Fall Event under the theme "In Praise to the Lord," will be Saturday, October 13
with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. at St. John Lutheran Parish Hall, Battle Creek. Mission speaker will be Heidi
Goehmann of Christ, Norfolk on mission work in Haiti. The
ingathering will be a monetary gift to Ministry in Mission in Haiti.
Our next meeting will be held November 14th with Bonnie Uher giving devotions and Janelle Fischer providing lunch.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shirley Warneke

LLL—MC News (Noah; The Man, The Ark, The Flood)
The Old Testament Story of Noah is our Bible Study topic. Come and join the LLL—MC as we continue the LHM/LLL
video study of “Noah; the Man, the Ark, the Flood, the Aftermath”. Join us at our meeting on November 8 for the second session on “The Ark”. Come and Join us for the Bible Study! We would encourage you to consider joining Zion’s
LLL—MC, but don’t miss the Bible Study. We meet the second Thursday of each month beginning at 7:00 P.M. Our
evening begins with the Bible study 45-50 minutes, meeting 20-25 minutes followed by fellowship with drink and snack.

Advent Devotions
The Coming King – What God has done for the world is most intimately expressed in the life of His son Jesus. In The
Coming King, explore God’s marvelous work through the lives of those who were on the scene at the time of the Savior’s Birth. The 2018 Advent Devotional Booklet will be available near the end of November. The members of the Lutheran Layman’s League—Mission Connection (LLL—MC) will be distributing them at the end of worship services.
Be sure to have one or more for your family. Advent begins on December 2nd.
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Zion Lutheran School News
The 7th and 8th grade Wildcats have been focusing a lot on growth and
leadership this year. Our students believe that helping others can develop
leadership skills. The students have been very helpful creating reading activities for the 1st graders and being big buddies to the preschoolers.
They’ve handed out healthy snacks to all grade levels promoting healthy
choices during the day.
The junior high students have used their leadership skills to work together
as a team to complete projects in class. They created prosthetic hands that
were required to run off of a pull and release system and be able to pick
up different objects. The creativity the students used to create their projects were out of this world! Not one design was similar to another.
Everyday we read a devotion in our class. The students write a journal entry of how the devotion reflects and impacts their life. This is a great task
that students can always have access to and think about as they get older.
Many memories have already been made with our rowdy bunch and we
can’t wait to see what the rest of the year has in store for us!
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Tickets are also available from Our Savior Lutheran Church, Wayne, NE, 402-375-2899.
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