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United in Christ to Minister Together

By Pastor Eric Stenson.
Happy Old Year!!! Hey, wait a minute... What?!? That's not the greeting we're used to giving and receiving at the
top of each new year. We usually look forward to our new years with optimism, as opportunities to set new goals or
to have another go-round at goals that we may have previously set but were unsuccessful in attaining. We've all been
there, done that!
Yet, if we don't set any goals, what's really so “new” about it, other than a new wall calendar and the challenge of
changing the last digit from a “8” to a “9” when we draft our checks. Without any expectation to do something “new” beginning each
January 1st, there isn't really anything very “new” about any given new year.
So, what can St. John do that is new that will make 2019 feel like a new year? In my short tenure in your wonderful congregation, I've
had opportunities to talk to some of you about your histories at St. John, and your hopes for the future of the church you love. Several have
responded to the latter with words of gentle concern about St. John's ability to remain a vibrant part of the Body of Christ into the future
“unless something changes”. Whatever that “something” may be, I proffered to your vestry at least one opportunity for the congregation to
do something “new” and they responded positively.
For the past 3 years, St. Mary- Cause of our Joy Catholic Church, Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Newburgh United
Methodist Church, and Timothy Lutheran Church (where I've served as pastor the past 8.5 years) have joined together for an evening of
worship and fellowship. In last month's Red Door, I mentioned the wonderful cohesion between the Episcopal Church USA and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Imagine that inspiring solidarity being demonstrated in an evening with three additional members of
the Body of Christ? Yes, it is a joyous and Spirit-lifting time as the church priests & pastors, choirs and members gather under the banner
of ecumenical appreciation. Each year, we rotate the hosting church and similarly rotate the clergy responsibilities.
This year, as we met to plan the worship service, the question arose as
to what else could be done during that inspiring evening to foster Christian
love & harmony among the participating congregations. An extraordinary
suggestion was presented: what if we gave each church the opportunity
to offer and receive support of each other's ministries?
This year, each congregation will be able to present two existing or developing ministries that are in need of labor or material support. For ex- Jan. 6
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
ample, maybe St. John’s needs help with it's food pantry while Timothy
Rev. Margaret Haas officiating
needs more hands involved with it's sewing ministry. Timothy members
Holy Eucharist 8:30
may be able to support St. John’s with the food pantry, and St. John’s Jan. 13
Pastor Eric Stenson officiating
members who sew can assist the Timothy stitchers. What an awesome exMorning Prayer* 10:30 am
pression of church unity that will be pleasing to Christ our Lord as we
Holy Eucharist 8:30
band together to serve the needs of our “neighbors”! Who knows what Jan. 20
Pastor
Eric Stenson officiating
amazing service opportunities will arise through these cohesive efforts of
our church community? And, who but the Lord, knows the positive impact
Holy Eucharist 10:30 am
that such opportunities will have on St. John’s?
Rev. Wayne Knotts officiating
To their credit, St. John's Vestry wholeheartedly agreed for the church
Jan. 27
Holy Eucharist* or Morning Prayer
to take part in this year's annual service, and to participate in the cross(Combined service) 9:30 am**
ministry support opportunities. This year's service will take place on Tuesday, January 22 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary Cause of our Joy Catholic Church.
There will be a dessert reception to follow.
I pray that you will make the effort to take part in this inspiring worship Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
service and fellowship event. If you are unable to attend, but wish to see
Bible Study 10:00 am
what volunteer opportunities were presented by the other participating
Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
congregations, please contact St. John's church office. May St. John's participation in this new ministry opportunity make 2019 a truly “New” Year * Holy Eucharist if a supply Priest can be located
**Combined service followed by Annual Parish Meeting & Potluck
for this still-vibrant congregation!!!

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

Wednesday Worship

Page 2

The Red Door - January 2019
January 18 to 25, 2019

“Justice, Only Justice, You Shall Pursue”
(Deuteronomy 16:20)

Please join us in an

Ecumenical Prayer Service
Participating churches include St. Mary, Cause of our Joy Catholic,
Saints Helen and Constantine Greek Orthodox, St. John’s Episcopal,
Newburg United Methodist and Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA.

Tuesday, January 22, 2019
7:00 p.m.
Hosted by

St. Mary Cause of our Joy Catholic Church
8200 Wayne Road, Westland, MI 48185
• Parking available • Light refreshments to follow
For further information please contact the
St. Mary’s, Cause of our Joy Catholic Church office: 734-425-4421

Pledge Forms are Past Due!

If you haven’t yours in yet, please bring your completed pledge
form to church with you ASAP. Thank you for sharing your time,
talent and treasure here at St. John’s!

JANUARY EVENTS CALENDAR

Jan. 6
Jan. 13

Jan. 16

Jan. 27
Jan. 22

SUNDAY EVENTS & MEETINGS
Breakfast at 9:30 am
Daughters of the King at Noon
Food Pantry Sunday - bring donations
Vestry Meeting at Noon
Breakfast at 9:30 am

Annual Parish Meeting & Potluck
(following combined 10 am service)

TUESDAY SPECIAL EVENT:
Ecumenical Prayer Service
(see details above)

WEDNESDAYS: December 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)
(Church Office closed Jan. 1)

01
02
04
07
12

15
17
20
23
24
26

Katy Walker
Brian Clayton
Nick Hamblin
Cyndy Fowler
Margaret Zimmerman
Joseph Nyuma
John Omaweng
Jill Shork
Vicki Furman
Bill Copland
Bill Goeman
Julie Erickson
Cheryl Montgomery

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Thursday, Jan. 10,
Hours: Noon-2 pm
*Please bring donations in
by Sunday, Jan. 6

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne rd., Westland, Mi 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Staff
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

2018 OffiCErS
nick hamblin & Sharon Scott, Senior Co-Wardens
Don Streeter, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout & Mary Vellardita, Co-Clerks
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2018 VEStry MEMbErS
neil Barbu, Sue Daniel, cindy Fowler and Julie Jones

