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GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Hello all my Wild Ones friends!

I hope your Summer has been a fulfilling one - filled with family, friends,
and of course exciting things going on in your garden. I always hate to see it
end because it is my favorite time of year.
Our Gibson Woods chapter has certainly been busy. We gained many new
members, worked very productively in the Green House, volunteered at the
Butterfly Garden, attended the Munster Market Day, gave some online & inperson presentations, and an interview, had an open house at a couple members’ houses, and I hope we visited some of our fellow Wild Ones friends, or
at least kept in touch in some way. See more details about our involvement in
the community on page 5 of this Newsletter.

I’d like to talk a minute about our upcoming meetings. We decided to have
the September one in person while it’s still nice outside. I know Covid has gotten a little scary again, but we will do our best to protect each other by taking appropriate measures. So please come out. I miss seeing you in person!
We will go back to Zoom presentations on the first Saturdays of October
and November, and will conduct our business meetings on the following Saturday. And we will play the rest of the year by ear. This stuff has to end some
time, doesn’t it? We can all only hope.
If you do come to this upcoming meeting, please bring your gardening experiences & questions with you. We want to hear them - and see them if you
have pictures!! I look forward to swapping experiences - AND plants!!
Sincerely,
Kim Moor

——————————
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021 MEETING
In-person outdoor meeting at
Gibson Woods
6201 Parrish Ave. Hammond, IN
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Please join us while we discuss our Summer native plant garden experiences.
We will also swap plants and seeds with those who are interested. So, if
you're thinning out your garden or have been collecting seeds and would like
to share, please bring them!!
The meeting is open to the public, and we will adhere to current CDC recommendations regarding Covid-19. We will do our best to keep spread out, but
it is strongly advised that masks be worn while in close proximity to each
other – especially those who are most vulnerable or have not been vaccinated.
Anyone who needs to enter the building will be required to wear a mask.

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are typically held the
first Saturday of the month at 10:00
a.m. at Gibson Woods unless otherwise
noted.
——————————————————————————————-

Links to register for all online presentations & meeting will be provided prior
to the meeting.
Please email kckim10@gmail.com or
text/call 219-433-5731 with questions.
——————————————————————————————-

September 11, 2021
Outdoor meeting at Gibson Woods
Discussion: Summer Experiences
——————————————
October 2, 2021
Presentation: Under the Canopy
with Oakley Molinaro
(via Zoom - Registration required)
——————————————
November , 2021
Presentation: TBA
(via Zoom - Registration required)
November
—————————————
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2021 Officers
President
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Vice–President
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
219-742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
219-741-6392
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Membership Chair
Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering:
Joy Bower
219-844-3188
jbower1126@aol.com

Community Projects Chair:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Wendy Mis
Chris Nantus
Sashi Sekhar
Marcia Smitka
Adrienne Valentino
Robert & Mary Jo Vincent
We look forward to getting to know you!
Please also welcome the South Bend Seedling Chapter to our Wild Ones community!

ZOOM PRESENTATION - OCTOBER 2, 10:00–11:30 a.m.

Under the Canopy with Oakley Molinaro
In healthy forests, every vertical layer is occupied. Just beneath the forest canopy, species of the forest understory play an integral role in our local ecosystems. Highlighting
three native trees (Bladdernut, Wahoo, and Paw Paw), we will discuss the benefits of
these species and their necessity in our local ecological systems.
Oakley Molinaro is an adept natural gardener and a student Master Naturalist. He
works using gardens in therapy, experienced working in environmental education and
now as a plant health specialist. With a passion for local ecology he spends time hiking and gardening to imitate the variety of ecosystems around.
Open to the Public. Attendance is limited to the first 100 attendees that show up. But,
the meeting will be recorded and will be available to all who register.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0uduGgrTMoHtJZaYXMsimSPohHql3ddUty

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to join the
meeting.

GIBSON WOODS CHAPTER BUSINESS MEETING - OCT 9 10:00-11:30 A.M.

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER, and must register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkdequrT8rGNYBvjMm90BVgXx-C4P42EhM

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to join the
meeting.

EDIE’S CORNER –
share or request recyclable items
Free to a loving home. All you must do is come and
pick it up! Appx 6ft tall - located in Harvey, IL. Call
Edie Bukwa to make arrangements: 773-646-2444

Jake Cseke
219-214-7626
cseke.jake@yahoo.com
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PLANT STUDY- by Olimpia Gutierrez
Jerusalem Artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus)
Also know as Sunchoke or Sunroot
Aster family - Asteraceae
Helianthus tuberosus is a large sunflower perennial growing up to 2-10 feet in
height. Stems are thick and covered in stiff hairs. Serrated leaves can be alternate or
opposite, lanceolate, and can grow to 9” long and 4” wide. Discoid flowers bloom in
fall spanning 2.5 to 3.5” across and are composed of disk florets surrounded by ray
florets, both yellow. Flowers produce seed heads with numerous brown sunflowertype seeds. The root system is fibrous and includes rhizomes and tubers which result
in clonal colonies. Great Plains Native Americans cultivated the plant for its edible
tubers which can be eaten raw or cooked. Tubers are similar to potatoes and can be
harvested 2 weeks after the flowers start to fade. One plant can produce 2-5 pounds
of tubers per harvest.
Cultivation: woodland borders, prairie, thickets,
roadsides, disturbed areas, gardens
Soil type: fertile loam, rocky soil, other soils with
good drainage
Moisture: dry to moist
Sun: Full to partial sun
Height: 2-10 feet
Zones: 3 to 9
Propagation: Rhizomes and seed. Jerusalem artichoke spreads aggressively.
Disease and insect pressure: Powdery mildew and rust can develop in the fall. Insects
and caterpillars eat the foliage.
Fauna: Deer and other mammals eat the leaves and tubers. Nectar and pollen attract bees
and other insects. The larvae of such butterflies as the Gorgone Checkerspot, Silvery
Checkerspot and Painted Lady feed on the foliage of these plants, as do the larvae of such
moths as the Arge Tiger Moth and Ruby Tiger Moth. Larvae of the Frothy Moth feed on
the seeds, while larvae of the some borer moths bore through the stems. Birds eat the seeds.
Beavers use the stems in construction of their dams. The foliage provides cover in thickets
for wildlife.

Tubers

Leaves

Stem

Sources:
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=HETU
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/ja_sunflowerx.htm
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=277201&isprofile=1&basic=Jerusalem%20Artichoke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_artichoke
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Native Plants That Attract Dragonflies aka the “Mosquito Hawk”
Here is an undisputed fact about dragonflies: These insects will eat up to 100 mosquitos a
day. Welcoming them into your yard can help reduce this pesky population – plus, dragonflies are just really cool to see flying around with their elegant, colorful wings & acrobatic maneuvers. It’s a little tricker than simply planting sweet-smelling flowers, however, since they are carnivorous & don’t rely on nectar & pollen like butterflies & bees do.
The secret is to make your outdoor area more hospitable to the way they breed & hunt.
Certain flora will do that better than others. I came across an article https://
www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/home-and-garden/15-plants-that-attract-dragonflies/ssAAMgcHg regarding this subject. They listed many plants, but I’ll only concentrate on
plants native to our Midwest area in this article.
The best way to attract dragonflies is to have a suitable water source – since they do lay
their eggs in or near water. Nymphs do need H2O to reach maturity. A pond or water feature, or if you have moist soil in your yard,
you’ll have a good start at attracting these ‘mosquito hawks’ – with the right plants.
Arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia)
Grows above the water level and offers an ideal nursery for dragonflies. This plant can thrive in
harsh winters, and is tolerant to full to partial sun. It boasts heart-shaped leaves and white flowers
that bloom all summer.
Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile)
This plant will encourage female dragonflies to lay eggs and
nymphs to emerge. Horsetail features bamboo-like stems that can
get up to 3 feet tall. It’s a virtually indestructible plant that is attractive as a backdrop in your pond or water garden. Plant it in
standing water and give it full to partial sun.

Water Lily (Nymphaea odorata)
Yes, there are water lilies native to Indiana. These aquatic plants
offer a perfect place for dragonflies to lay eggs and shelter maturing nymphs. Water lilies can grow in a pond, pool, or even a large
tub.
Cattail (Typha latifolia)
Dragonflies often lay eggs in these swamp plants, and when the
young hatch, they’re inclined to climb the reedy stem to rest. Cattail can grow as high as 10 feet and
are aggressive spreaders. Start them out in clay pots within your pond or ‘swampy’ area to control
their spread. Although native throughout the US, cattails thrive best in warm, humid areas with full to
partial sun.
Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)
Thrives in moist soil and ample sun. This milkweed has white and pink flowers that grows in nicely
behaved clumps, and will pretty up a dragonfly breeding ground. Plus, these insects like to rest on
their long stalks.

No pond? No problem!
Dragonflies seem to show a preference for certain plants that tend to attract insects that they prey on. Here are some plants that flourish
in drier soil.
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta),
After flowers bloom in summer, cut them back for a bonus bloom in the fall.
Sweet Coneflower (Rudbeckia subtomentosa)
Vanilla scented plant that grows up to 3 feet hight. This plant tolerates hot & humid summers, and both clay & sandy soils – plus I’ve
heard deer won’t even nibble on it.

Joe-Pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum)
Is an attractive garden addition to which dragonflies flock. Its lovely purple-pink blooms appear in midsummer through fall and impart
a soft, vanilla-like scent. This plant likes full to partial sun and moist, well-drained soil. While it’s easy to grow, take note: Joe-Pye
weed can reach 12 feet high, and since it reseeds itself, it can use a little extra room.
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)
If you’re looking for a low-maintenance plant that draws dragonflies, look no further than this flowering perennial. Yarrow can be
grown from seed or live plants as long as you give it plenty of sun and warmth. Rugged and disease-resistant, it will reward you with
beautiful blooms in a variety of colors; plus, yarrow is known for its medicinal properties.
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Summer Activities
Just because we take the summer off doesn’t mean we aren’t busy with Wild Ones activities. I’m sure I’m missing a few of those activities, but here are a few things that took place during the course of the summer.
Our remaining plants have been taken care of by a great crew of volunteers all summer long. On behalf of all of us, thank you to everyone who has helped this summer. I know it’s been hot, and at times darn right miserable in there! I would list all of the people, but am
afraid I’d miss someone because there have been many. I will shout out a special thank you to Mickey Taylor for the great job she’s
done with coordinating the summer crew. And thank you to Peggy Foster for her ongoing work as our greenhouse manager.
Jake Cseke coordinated a crew of volunteers (Jake, Mickey, & Olimpia) to put in a planting at Malini Goel’s yard at Briar Ridge in
Dyer. The purpose of this is to get others in the community to realize the beauty of native plant landscaping. Part of the project included a Zoom presentation by Karl Ackermann & Jake Cseke. We actually are helping to heal the earth one yard at a time! Thank you!!
Tonia Flowers coordinated a maintenance team to help at the Butterfly Garden at Tri-Town Safety Village in Schererville. That team
consisted of Tonia, Barb Hargrove, and Mickey Taylor. We & the butterflies thank you!!!!
Karl Ackermann has been busy this Summer promoting Wild Ones. He was interviewed by Victoria Wittig from Save The Dunes,
which was recorded and shared as part of Pollinator Week and in promoting their new Pollinator Garden Landscaping Guide. All
presentations are available on the Save the Dunes website at https://savedunes.org/celebrate-pollinator-week-with-save-the-dunes/.
A Wild Ones presentation was given by Karl at the Munster Community Center in July. He also shared his knowledge and information
at the Munster Market Day a few times this Summer. His efforts have resulted in many more people who will now be sent our monthly
Newsletter & other information, AND we have gained several new members this Summer! Way to go Karl!
In August, Karl & Dolly Foster’s yards were part of a garden tour hosted by the Purdue Extension. They both held open houses so that
more people could see & become educated. From what I saw, they both had great turnouts! I’ll share a few pictures of Karl’s yard
(courtesy of Linda Bulla).

Kim Moor helped the Charter School of the Dunes figure out & clear weeds that had taken over their new pollinator garden (installed
last Fall). The transformation was quite striking. After all the giant ragweed & lambs quarter was cleared, we could
tell that almost all of our plants survived!! It’s going to look absolutely beautiful in a year or two. Remember the three year
plan for perennials - sleep, creep, leap.

Before weeding & after the weeds.
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THIS ONE IS FOR THE BIRDS
We are probably all aware of the ongoing mysterious bird deaths in Indiana & surrounding states. Biologists still don’t
know exactly what is killing certain songbirds. Slowly but surely though, most counties in Indiana have been cleared to
once again put out their feeders. The idea behind removing bird feeders & bird baths is to keep birds from closely congregating and touching surfaces where they could transmit a virus or bacteria. (Sound familiar?).
Experts have said that in this summer season, birds find enough natural sources of food. They further suggest planting native species in your garden to help feed wildlife. I hope we all know why that is… Native plants attract & host insects that
birds need to eat for their own nourishment, and to feed their young. They also eat seeds & berries that are produced by
most of those plants. Naturally feeding the birds is another example of healing the earth one yard at a time!

——————————————————————————————UPCOMING EVENTS
Fall Plant Swap
Click this Facebook link to
register for this online event
https://www.facebook.com/
events/4649360061741491?
ref=newsfeed

Saturday, September 25, 2021 at 10 am cdt.
Deep River County Park
9410 Old Lincoln Hwy, Hobart IN
Fall is the perfect time to change up your garden. At our
plant swap you can exchange your current plants for
something new without costing you anything. Just separate and pot some of your perennials and bring them to
the swap, and leave with something new! Arrive early,
plants go fast! Meet in the back of the parking lot on the
historic side of the park.

Register for an Honorary Director's
Webinar with Dr. Doug Tallamy on Oct.
5th
Dr. Tallamy will share about his latest book The
Nature of Oaks: The Rich Ecology of
Our Most Essential Native Trees!
Dr. Tallamy will inspire you to treasure these trees
and to act to nurture and protect them.
This webinar will be recorded and available to the
public on the National-Wild Ones YouTube channel in the days following the event.
Dr. Tallamy is a Wild Ones Lifetime Honorary Director and professor in the Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware, where he has taught insect-related courses for
40 years.
Follow this link to register:
https://wildones.org/tallamy-oaks-registration/
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