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2007 WHITSUN NEWSLETTER

THE

2007 WHIT TUESDAY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THE 221st. ANNUAL MEETING AND GENTLEMEN'S LUNCH will be held at the Garstang Country Hotel
& Golf Club, on WHIT TUESDAY, 29TH. MAY, 2007. (12-00 hrs. for 12-30 hrs.) (It is essential that we have a prompt
start.)
We hope to welcome as our guests:
Rt. Rev. Ambrose Griffiths OSB; (Bishop Emeritus of Hexham & Newcastle) Rev. Joseph Weston, Rev. Conor
Stainton-Polland MA, BD; Mr. George Dobson and Mr. Kevin J. Heneghan (Former Secretary of the Broughton Society)

THE COST WILL BE £16-50 PER PERSON. In order to ease the administration burden, members and guests are again
requested to book and pay for lunches prior to the date of the function. I have again requested the names of those wising
to attend in order to assist with the seating arrangements. Please make your cheques payable to the "Broughton Catholic
Charitable Society" or they cannot be paid into the bank.
Remember to book as early as you possibly can in order to avoid disappointment.
Directions: The Hotel is situated one mile south of Garstang on the B6430 which runs through the village. If approaching
from the M55 roundabout at Broughton, travel north along the A6 towards Lancaster. In 6.5 miles take the first right turn
after Rogers ESSO garage (B6430). Continue for approx. 1.5 miles and you will see the large sign for the Hotel on the left.
Transport Arrangements for the Annual Meeting:

From Bolton: Mr. Denis Rabbitt has arranged for a 25 seater coach to leave St. Osmund's R.C. Church, Long Lane,
Breightmet, Bolton, at 10-45 a.m. (Immediately following the 10-00 a.m. Mass.) To reserve a seat, please contact Dennis on
01204 382146 before Friday, 25th. May. (First come first served basis.)
From Chadderton: Mr. Neil Baldwin has arranged for a 16-seater coach to leave St. Herbert's, Broadway, Chadderton,
at 9-15a.m. (Mass at St. Mary's, Fernyhalgh, on route to Garstang.) A £10-00 deposit is required payable to Neil. To reserve
a seat please contact Neil on 0161 620 3193 before Friday, 25th. May. (First come first served basis.)
From Blackpool: Mr. Stephen Evans has arranged for a coach to leave The Holy Family Church, Links Road, Blackpool,
at 9-30 a.m. (Mass at St. Mary's, Fernyhalgh, on route to Garstang.) To reserve a seat please contact Stephen on 01253
592041.
* * * PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF MASS VENUE * * *

THE MASS FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ON THEIR WAY TO GARSTANG will this year be celebrated at
ST. MARY'S, FERNYHALGH LANE, FERNYHALGH, PRESTON (near to the Ladyewell Shrine) at 10-30a.m. on
Whit Tuesday. What better way to start the day than by sharing in a Mass with fellow Broughtoners? Priests wishing to
concelebrate should contact the Parish Priest Fr. Thomas Hoole, on 01772 862231 or 01772 700181.

Directions: Come off the M6 motorway at junction 32. At the Broughton roundabout (A6) head for Preston but immediately turn left following the Ribbleton sign. Continue to the 2nd. roundabout then turn left into Haighton Rd.
for
approx. 1/4 of a mile then turn right into Fernyhalgh Lane. St. Mary's Church is on the left.
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE PRESIDENCY

The Board has nominated the following:
2007/2008 Mr. Anthony John Baron of Great Harwood, to represent the Salford Diocese.
2008/2009 Mr. G. Brian Hargreaves, of Garstang, to represent the Lancaster Diocese.
2009/2010 Mr. John Charnock, of Stockton Heath, Warrington, to represent the Liverpool & Shrewsbury Dioceses.
Each will serve on the Board for three years; as President-elect, as President and then as Vice-President. This year’s
President, Mr. Michael Hull, thus becomes Vice-President in 2007/2008.
MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2007 ARE NOW DUE from all except priests and life-members.

The annual subscription remains unchanged at:
• £1-00 for all who joined the Society before Whitsun 1976.
• £2-00 for all who joined after Whitsun 1976 but before Whitsun 1990.
• £3-00 for all who joined after 1990.
Life-Membership costs £60-00 and covers both husband and wife.

ALL MEMBERS WHO CAN AFFORD TO DO SO ARE URGED TO ADD A DONATION TO THEIR SUBSCRIPTION IN ORDER TO AUGMENT OUR ALMSGIVING.
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES OR POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO THE “BROUGHTON CATHOLIC CHARITABLE SOCIETY”, or they cannot be paid into the bank. If a stamped addressed envelope is not enclosed with your subscription/donation, it will be assumed that you do not require a receipt.

GIFT AID:
We urge those members who are taxpayers, to date and sign the enclosed form and return it to me with their contribution. For every £1-00 that a person Gift Aids, the Society can claim a further 28p. from the Inland Revenue.
SOCIETY’S 2007 VISIT TO THE SHRINE AT LADYEWELL
3-30 P.M. SATURDAY, 16TH. JUNE.

FR. THOMAS HOOLE, will be pleased to welcome all members, families and friends, to the Society’s annual visit to
the Shrine on the above date (Rosary & Benediction). Those attending are requested to assemble at Ladyewell House at
3-30p.m. There will be ample room for parking on the car park situated between St. Mary’s Church and Ladyewell House.

Directions: Come off the M6 motorway at junction 32. At the Broughton roundabout (A6) head for Preston but immediately turn left and follow the Ribbleton sign. Continue to the second roundabout then turn left into Haighton Road for
approx. 1/4 of a mile then turn right into Fernyhalgh Lane. Continue passed St. Mary’s Church on the left and follow the
road round to the right into Ladyewell.

HESArrangements have again been made for us to have an evening meal at the DOG & PARTRIDGE HOTEL,
KETH LANE, CHIPPING, commencing at 6-30p.m.
(3 course meal & coffee approx. £16-00 per person.) Please indicate on the enclosed slip if you wish to stay for the evening
meal and I will forward you a copy of the menu and directions from Ladyewell to the Hotel in due course.
Money will be collected on the evening of the function.
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ALMSGIVING DURING 2006.

1. £5,000 was granted to a petition received from Mr. Gerald
Vandome, of Fulwood, Preston, on behalf of “U.K.
Cenacolo Community”, Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs,
Dodding Green, near Kendal. They help desperate young
people, who are suffering from the strains of life, many of
whom have turned to drug addiction, alcohol or substance
abuse. In the Community they are able to rebuild their lives
for a new life in society.
2. £1,300 was donated to a petition received from Mr.
Michael Harrison, of Lytham, on behalf of the “Cross &
Passion Sisters” in Botswana, Africa, on the edge of the
Kalahari Desert. The Sisters work among the poor people of
Botswana, responding to the needs of those who have
become victims of HIV/AIDS.
3. £2,000 was awarded to a petition received from Mr.
Bernard Glenholme, of Penwortham, Preston, on behalf of
Fr. Xavier Ho, Parish-Priest at Our Lady of Lourdes and St.
Gerard’s, Lostock Hall, in the Diocese of Salford, for the
“Catechism and Literacy School”, at Hien Mon Village, Viet
Nam. Hien Mon has 221 children from 2-5 years old (both
Catholics and Non-Christians) and 343 Catholic children
from 7-16 years old. The Parish wishes to have a school for
children to study during the day and to teach literacy and
catechism classes at night. The money will go towards the
building of the school.

4. £1,200 was donated to a petition received from Patrick
Maloney, of Rishton, Blackburn, on behalf of “Maundy
Relief”. It provides an immediate response to the alleviation
of material needs by means of a twenty-four hour seven
days a week help-line and referral from numerous statutory,
voluntary agencies, service administrators, “appropriate
adults”, and self-referral. It offers basic help to basic needs.

5. £1,300 was granted to a petition received from Mr. Jim
Aherne, of Penwortham, Preston, on behalf of the “Philip
Waterworth Project”, Ghana. Philip, Jim Aherne’s nephew,
Philip, went out to Ghana approximately two years ago as a
V.S.O. volunteer, to teach building skills to young people in
the village of Abura. This money will go a long way
towards providing the materials for the new school. This is
a poor village and the children have to work hard on the
farms. They see education as so important to their lives.

3
6. £1, 200 was awarded to a petition received from John
Baldwin, of Wesham, Preston, on behalf of Mrs Sharon
Tipping, a schoolteacher who teaches disabled children. The
money will help her “group” of disabled children join the
2007 Lancaster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes as ‘helpers’.
A total of £12,000 was donated to the above petitions. The
“Presentation Cheques” were handed to the recipients
immediately following the President’s Mass at St.
Benedict’s, Hindley, Wigan, on Sunday, 19th. November,
2006.

PETITIONS FOR ALMS IN 2007
These should be sent to the Secretary not later than
two weeks after Whit Tuesday, which is the 12th.
June.
If possible, a priest familiar with the circumstances
should support the petitions.
Now
Available

Promotional Products

Key Rings, Coasters, Rulers, Fridge Magnets plus
many more!!

Contact 01925 222449 for your FREE brochure
T 01925 222449 F 01925 229537
E willow.printing@btconnect.com W www.willowprinting.co.uk

Best wishes for the Broughton Catholic Charitable Society
Barnett Waddingham, Chalfont Court
Hill Avenue, Amersham
Bucks HP6 5BB
Tel: 01494 788100 Fax: 01494 788800
www.barnett-waddingham.co.uk
and at
LONDON • LEEDS • CHELTENHAM • LIVERPOOL • GLASGOW

Hayes & Finch
ESTABLISHED 1882
Suppliers of Candles, Altar Wine, Altar Bread,
Metalware, Vestments, Church Furniture and Furnishings
To receive your free copy of our full colour catalogue please call

0845 450 5596
(Local call rates apply)

Head office and factory: Hanson Road, Aintree, Liverpool. L9 7BP
Telephone: 0151 523 6303 Fax: 0151 525 1246 Email: sales@hfltd.com
Shop at your convenience on line at- www.hfltd.com

Barnett Waddingham is regulated by the Institute of Actuaries in respect of a range of investment business activities

OWN FARM PRODUCE
HOME MADE PASTRIES
Telephone: Broughton (01772) 865209
(A.D. 1771)

The Cottage

(Listed Building)
Ford Lane, Goosnargh, Nr. Preston
(Prop. Mrs. A. Rogerson)

AFTERNOON TEAS
LUNCHEONS

(BOOKINGS ONLY)
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PRIEST-MEMBERS JUBILEES DURING 2006.
We offer our warmest congratulations to the following
Priest-Members who celebrate their jubilees of
Priesthood this year.

Golden Jubilee of Priesthood (1957-2007)

Rev. Denis P. Dwyer (16 June 1957) Salford Diocese.
Rev. Michael J. Diskin (2 June 1957) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. J. William Bootle (16 June 1957) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Thomas P. Forster (14 July 1957) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Brendan O’Sullivan (28 July 1957) Liverpool Diocese.

Ruby Jubilee of Priesthood (1967-2007)

Rev. Geoffrey Severs (25 January 1967) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Christopher Cunningham (20 May 1967)
Liverpool Diocese.

Silver Jubilee of Priesthood (1982-2007)

Rev. Kevin Foulkes (31 May 1982) Salford Diocese.
Rev. Peter McDonough (31 May 1982) Salford Diocese.
Rev. Bernard Wilson (17 July 1982) Salford Diocese.
Rev. Paul Swarbrick (10 July 1982) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. Anthony Walsh (24 July 1982) Lancaster Diocese.
Rev. John Cullen (6 November 1982) Liverpool Diocese.
Rev. Philip Inch (10 July 1982) Liverpool Diocese.
Rev. Desmond P. Power (26 June 1982) Liverpool Diocese.

Can you help
to set up a
school
for the disabled?

The
Sons
of
Divine
Providence are setting up a
school for the
disabled in
Kaburugi,
Kenya.
This
school will benefit children
of the surrounding district.

Impaired children are
considered an embarassment
in this culture and there is
great need to sensitive people about the need to value
every person irrespective of
abilities ordisabilities. Fr
Malcolm Dyer and his community are
working hard to make this
dream a reality and has
already started to give them
a chance in life.
Will you help too?

Please fill in the form and send
donations to:
Father Superior,
The Sons of Divine Providence,
13 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Kingston upon
Thames, KT1 4EU
l

If you are a tax payer we can
reclaim 28 pence for each £1
you give so please tick the
box below and request a
GIFT AID form.

I enclose a donation for £ _______
I enclose a donation for £ _______
and would like a
GIFT AID form

Name ________________________
Address______________________

______________________________
______________________________

NEW MEMBERS OF THE
BROUGHTON SOCIETY.

We welcome the following new members who have
joined the Society since the publication of the 2006
Whitsun newsletter.

Rev. Philip Brady (Salford Diocese)
Rev. Christopher Hilton (Salford Diocese)
Rev. John Hindley (Liverpool Diocese)
Rev. Deacon Anthony and Mrs Arrowsmith, Leigh.
Rev. David Glover (Salford Diocese)
Rev. Michael Fleming (Salford Diocese)
Mr. George Dobson, Wrea Green, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs Vincent Gillibrand, Royton, Oldham.
Mr. & Mrs William C. Holt, Longho, Blackburn.
Mr. & Mrs Joseph Lever, Ingol, Preston.
Mr. Tim McAloone, Bamber Bridge, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs J. Desmond O’Hare, Liverpool.
Mr. & Mrs Richard Ormisher, Whittle-le-Woods.
Mr. & Mrs J. Michael Richmond, Sutton-on-Trent,
Mr. Daniel Smith, Droylesden, Manchester.
Miss Alice Turner, Fulwood, Preston.
Mrs Patricia M.A. Tuson, Fulwood, Preston.
Mr. Edward J. Vose, Wigan.
Mr. & Mrs Brian P. Winterburn, Failsworth, Manchester.
Mr. & Mrs Charles Smith, Brindle, Chorley.
Mr. & Mrs Harold Wormleighton, Rochdale.
Mr.& Mrs Michael Banks, Grimsargh.
Mr. & Mrs Peter Dronsfield, Royton, Oldham.
Mr. & Mrs Michael J. Hammond, Hoghton.
Mr. & Mrs Michael S. King, Wrea Green.
Mr. & Mrs Bernard Marshall, Hyde, Cheshire.
Mr. & Mrs Thomas O’Connor, Lytham.
Mr. & Mrs David Murphy, Bury.
Mr. & Mrs Thomas J. Power, Bury.
Mr. John Singleton, Longton, Preston.
Mr. & Mrs J. Edmund Starkie, Fulwood.
Mr. & Mrs John E. Turner, Thornton, L/Pool.
Mr. & Mrs Peter A. Van Parys, Fulwood.
Mr. & Mrs Francis Walmsley, Accrington.
Mr. Philip Johnson, Ashton-in-Makerfield.
Mr. William Whiteside, Warton, Preston.

MBE FOR BROUGHTON MEMBER.

We offer our warmest congratulations to
JOSEPH KENNETH HARGREAVES, of Oswaldtwistle,
Accrington, who was recently awarded the MBE for
“Services to the Community of Lancashire”.
Members may recall with pleasure that Ken, a former
M.P. for Hyndburn, has been a ‘Speaker’ at several of
our Whit Tuesday functions.
WELL DONE KEN!
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SUMMARY OF THE 2006 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ~ WHIT TUESDAY, 6TH. JUNE.

ON A BEAUTIFUL WARM SUNNY DAY, 326 MEMBERS
AND GUESTS ATTENDED THE 220TH. ANNUAL
MEETING, at the Garstang Country Hotel & Golf Club,
many of whom having attended Mass together at
St. Mary’s, Newhouse, Barton, on route to the Hotel.
Once again, we offer our warmest thanks and appreciation to the Parish-Priest, Fr. John Marsh and
our organist, Mr. Brian Dickinson.
The Reverend Chairman, Fr. Peter Birmingham, opened
the meeting by welcoming members and guests. After the
Loyal Toast had been drunk he called on the Secretary to
deliver his report,

Secretary’s Report:
The Secretary commenced his report by informing members
that the Wigan Circle of the Catenian Association had
donated a total of £1,700 to the Broughton Society as the
result of a “Cruise Night” at the Rivington Hall Barn,
Horwich, on April 28th. 2006. He thanked all those who had
attended the function, many of whom had traveled a long
distance, and also Mr. Michael Hull and Mr. Bill Fleming
who had worked so very hard in making the event such a
wonderful success. He continued by stating that during the
year 2005, 74 new members had been enrolled, including 9
Priest-Members. This was ten less than the previous year.
During the same year, 39 deaths were reported, including 5
Priest-Members. He appealed to those present to recruit a
new priest or lay-member during the coming year and
stressed that wives, sisters, daughters and granddaughters
can also be members of the Society in their own right.
The Society presently had 1,640 members, including 232
Priest-Members.
‘The Broughton’ events during 2005 were all very well
attended and were very enjoyable and memorable occasions. Thanks and appreciation was expressed to those
members who regularly off-set the printing costs of the
newsletters, both with page sponsorship and advertisements. This was a great help to the Society.
Finally, the Secretary asked members to pray for the success
of the Society and to ask for the guidance of the Holy Spirit
in all our lives.
Motion before the meeting: On a show of hands, the
motion to approve the accounts, for the year ended
31st. December, 2005, was carried unanimously.

A proposal that alms payments, in the financial year ending 31-12-06, be at a total of £12,000, was approved unanimously on a show of hands.

The resolution that Mr. Tom Ibison and Mr. John
Stringfellow continue in office for a further three years,
as lay-representatives of the Lancaster Diocese on the
Board of Management, was approved unanimously, on a
show of hands.

Treasurer’s Report:
After the Secretary had finished his report to warm
applause, the Rev. Chairman, Fr Peter Birmingham, introduced Treasurer Mr. John Hadfield, who said that the last
time he spoke was when he took over as Treasurer after
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his predecessor had made off
with the funds, leaving the
Society penniless. He had then
said that we had no money but
were doing all right. Today we
have a surplus of £11,754, so it
was proposed that Alms this
year be £12,000.

He had just finished preparing
last year’s accounts on 1 April
when a call from the Secretary
told him of a legacy of £100,000 from the late Mrs Gill of
Fulwood, and there would probably be more. The Society,
however, had been going for 220 years and would continue
to follow the same ethos.

The principal object was the spiritual benefits of the members, so he had to save some £72,000 to meet this liability.
He had therefore set up a low-risk deposit account of
£72,000, the income to go to increasing priests’ stipends, any
surplus to be used for general donations. A Legacy account
would be set up, releasing £7,500 per annum, increasing
with inflation. The interest would last for 12 to 13 years.
He hoped that members would continue to be generous
with donations. Any legacies over £5,000 would go into the
Legacy account, while any below would go straight into the
Alms pot. Money could always be released from this should
any severe emergency arise. One object was to give planned
donations to those who were ineligible to receive help from
any other charity. “So please,” he concluded, “don’t stop
making those donations, so that we may continue in our
customary ethos.” When there was no response to his invitation for questions, he replied “Magnificent!” and sat
down. The prolonged applause showed how well members
appreciated John’s highly expert and dedicated service to
the Society.

GARSTANG
COUNTRY HOTEL & GOLF CLUB
Relax and Enjoy

Beautiful surroundings, superb facilities and a warm welcome at this new
family owned Hotel and Restaurant.
* Friendly and efficient service in the Kingfisher Restaurant
enhanced by panoramic views of the greens
* Fresh local produce beautifully prepared
and complimented by an extensive Wine List
* Rooms to accomodate from 2 to 250 for a Conference,
Corporate Event, Family Celebration or Private Party
* Pop in for Sunday Lunch and see for yourself

Bowgreave, Garstang, PR3 1YE
Telephone: 01995 600100 Fax: 01995 600950
Email: reception@garstanghotelandgolf.co.uk
Website: www.garstanghotelandgolf.co.uk
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Success to the Broughton
Society - Mr. Frank Carson
Introducing Belfast comedian
Frank (“It’s the way I tell
them”) Carson to propose this
toast, Fr Birmingham said that
ex-Parachutist Frank did much
for charity and for this had
been awarded a papal knighthood. There was warm
applause when he added that
Frank would be 80 on Sunday. He then told a story of his
own - always expected from a Chairman who could have
made a good living as a compere. A man who was
unable to attend his mother’s 94th birthday paid £500 for
a spectacular present - a parrot that spoke seven languages, and had it delivered. A couple of days later
when he phoned to ask how she liked her present she
had replied, “It was delicious! The meat simply fell off
the bones!” “But...But I paid five hundred pounds for
that parrot!” he exclaimed. “It speaks seven languages!”
His mother replied, “Well, why didn’t it speak up then?”
Frank Carson had such a fund of stories that it would be
impossible to repeat them all. Specially enjoyed, though,
was the story of a beggar at Euston holding a “Falklands
War Veteran” sign. Disgusted that so little provision had
been made for our war heroes, Frank had thrown £20
into his cap. That brought the reply, “Gracias, senor!”
Members also applauded his story of meeting a blind
parachutist in a pub. Frank asked, “But how do you
know when to put your knees together for landing?”
This brought the answer: “When the guide-dog’s lead
goes slack!” Though he went well beyond his allotted
ten minutes, Frank finally sat down to warm and sustained applause.
Reply - Mr. Peter Moloney

Fr Birmingham said that the
next speaker, Mr. Peter
Moloney, well-known for his
many TV and radio broadcasts,
was a true Liverpudlian. He
had had a very chequered
career, having been a Trappist
monk, an officer in the Parachute Regiment, and a missionary in West Africa before becoming a university lecturer in Liverpool.
Peter smilingly said that it was with indescribable terror
that he followed Frank Carson. He was soon into his
stride, however, with numerous witty stories, enhanced
by his impersonation of a wide range of accents. He
added that, with the Broughton being such an ancient
Catholic charitable society, perhaps he should say a few
words in Latin: “Nulla mensa sine impensa” - “There’s
no such thing as a free lunch.” He and Frank had three
things in common: their language, their military service,

and their religion. Peter added that he had never been a
professed monk, only a novice, the Abbot having told
him, “Never darken my abattoir again!” Or maybe in
Latin, “Super tandem tuum!” - On yer bike!

Like Frank, he had served in the Paras, receiving training
at RAF Abingdon, where an RAF officer had said,
“There are just three things to remember: One, hook up.
Two, if your parachute doesn’t open, pull your reserve.
Three, if that doesn’t open, cross your legs left over right,
as it’s easier to screw you out on a left-hand thread!.”
It was in the Paras that he had learned the difference
between laughing with and laughing at. There was an
Army story that on a Sovereign’s Parade at Sandhurst,
while the Queen was taking the salute and King Hussein
of Jordan was still an officer-cadet, that the famous
R.S.M Lord had shouted across the parade ground,
“Stand still, you idle little monarch!” Years later, while
serving with 2 Para in Amman, Peter had met King
Hussein and had asked if the story were true. “Oh, yes,”
the King replied. “Perfectly true. And do you know, the
Queen never flinched!”
The Broughton Society was the archetypical English
charitable society, though he had nothing against the
Welsh. He told how, at Rorke’s Drift, while being
attacked by thousands of Zulus, the Welsh had replied
by singing to them. Sergeant Ivor Emmanuel, lying on
the ground with assegais sticking out of him, had risen
on an elbow and had called to his commander, “For
goodness sake, sing ‘em something they like!”

Nor had he anything against the Scots. There was
Dougie who had left his Highland croft to seek his fortune in London. When his mother phoned to ask how he
was getting on, he said that London was a queer place.
There was a woman on one side who yelled and swore
and screamed all night, while in the other digs a lad was
forever banging his “heid” against the wall. His mother
advised, “Just you keep yersel to yersel, Dougie.” “That
Ah do, Mither. Ah just sit here playing ma bagpipes!”
And there was nothing wrong with us sitting here and
having fun when the end result was joy for our beneficiaries. He had nothing either against the Irish; indeed he
had an uncle who was a psychiatrist in Dublin, and had
once said “I spend moi time foinding out what makes
people tick - and what makes some people t’icker than
others!”
The Broughton was a predominantly English society,
and, more than that, a North Western society.
He recalled a visit to Fylde Rugby Club while playing
for Sefton. The Chairman had greeted the visiting referee with, “Whurr you from?” and, when told it was from
Yorkshire had replied, “Oh, well! Never mind.
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Yer still welcome to t’Club.” The Chairman then asked the
referee about his travelling expenses. On learning that they
were £2.34p he had drily retorted, “Ooooh! Nice flight, was
it?”

It had been a great honour to sit between Frank and His
Lordship Gus Harris, whom he had known for many years.
Hearty laughter when Peter added, “We were near neighbours when he was Chaplain at Walton Prison” After
Peter’s marriage he had blessed their home in Aintree Lane.
There was one final story of a somewhat inebriated lady
who was stopped by police on the M6. When warned that
anything she said would be written down and used in
court, she replied, “Please, officer, don’t hit me with your
truncheon!” He would finish as he had begun with a Latin
phrase: “Gaudeamus, floreamus, prosperamus ad multos
annos!”, which brought tumultuous applause for a memorable speech that combined wit with profundity, and must
surely be one of the best ever heard in our 219 years of history.
Broughton Club Song - Mr John Stringfellow

At this point, Bishop O’Donoghue had to leave for another
engagement, so Fr Birmingham thanked him for his attendance. Our good wishes would go with him. He then invited Mr Stringfellow to lead us in our traditional song.
The Bishops and Clergy of Lancashire - Dr Michael
O’Malley

The Rev Chairman then introduced Dr Michael O’Malley, this
year’s Grand President of the
Catenians. Although born at
Maltby in Yorkshire (Boos), Dr
O’Malley had spent most of his
life in Lancashire (Cheers) working as a GP in Oldham. He had
also served for many years as a doctor on the Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Dr O’Malley said that he was following two professional
entertainers. He hoped that he would not be called on for
his professional services this afternoon “as I don’t much
fancy giving mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to any of you
lot!” The Catholic laity, he continued, had always been great
supporters of their bishops and clergy, notably from the
years after the Reformation to the Restoration of the
Hierarchy in 1850. Many could recall the great deference
shown to bishops in the past, and, though attitudes were
now much easier towards them, we still deferred to them as
princes of the Church.
He went on to tell how on one occasion he had visited a
patient, an Irishman in his eighties who was slightly confused but still charming. His only trouble was that he had
to get up in the night, but always a miraculous light came
on to guide him. When he told the man’s daughter of her
father’s great faith and of the divine illumination she
exclaimed, “Dear God! Don’t tell me he’s been peeing in the
fridge again!”

He then told of an independent-minded, self-assured
princess in a far-off land who was sitting beside an unpolluted pond when a frog jumped into her lap. He was, he
said, a handsome prince on whom a witch had cast a spell.
One kiss from her and he’d turn back into a prince. They
could marry and live in her castle with his mother, and she
could prepare his meals, clean his clothes, bear his children
and forever feel grateful. That night, as she dined on lightly-sauteed frogs’ legs seasoned in a white wine sauce, the
princess chuckled as she thought to herself, “I bloody don’t
think so!”
“My Lord Bishop,” he concluded, “we may not have dined
on frogs’ legs but we have enjoyed a typically masculine
meal in great surroundings and in excellent company. He
therefore asked the lay-members to stand and toast the
Bishops and Clergy of Lancashire - a toast followed by sincere applause.
Reply: Bishop Augustine
Harris, Emeritus Bishop of
Middlesbrough

The Rev. Chairman then introduced Bishop Augustine Harris,
Emeritus Bishop of
Middlesbrough, who had been a
bishop for 40 years. (Applause)

Bishop Harris began a reply
combining humour and wit by asking members to be of
good cheer, “as we are now into injury time.” Bishops were
sometimes accused of being stupid, but Bishop
O’Donoghue had shown they were not by ducking out.
When he first became a bishop a friend had warned, “From
now on, whatever you say, whatever you do, even whatever
you think - you’re wrong!” Years later when he met the
friend again he had said, “You were right.” “No, you’re
wrong!” the friend replied. He had no fear of speaking to
such a large audience, as he was accustomed to addressing
400 assorted safe-blowers and burglars, so he felt very
much at home.

These days we have to be careful of whom we are addressing. He was minded of Cardinal Krol, Archbishop of
Philadelphia, who was of Polish extraction, and many
Polack jokes were going around. One day a priest said,
“Eminence, I’ve just heard the most wonderful Polish joke!”
“Before you tell it,” the cardinal replied, “remember that
I’m of polish extraction.” “That’s O.K., Cardinal,” said the
priest. “I’ll tell it slowly! He also remembered how, after
Pope John Paul 11 had sorted all that out by his visit to
America. Bishop Harris had followed soon after, and one
American pastor had enthused, “You know, there’s a pope
who knows how to pope!”
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Yet all was not sweetness and light. While prison chaplain
he had come across a text in Scripture about corporal punishment: “A father who hath a care for his son frequently
chastiseth him, as he may rejoice in his latter end.”

After becoming a bishop and having been trained through
the prison service, he had returned to his old seminary,
where he was shown into the Archbishop’s suite. It was
lined with massive, oppressive books, most of which were
in Latin, though there was also lighter reading such as ‘A
day in the life of a dung-beetle’ and another book that gave
the secret to the lives of all the bishops and archbishops in
North West England. There it stood: “A History of Piracy.”
He read it and realised that this had dominated the thinking
of hierarchy for generations, though they now got money
by such sophisticated means as special collections.
Since the last meeting of the Vatican Council, soon after
which he became a bishop, he had seen things from a different perspective. Clearly the Holy Spirit was giving us a
rough time, but that was the Holy Spirit’s job. Yet He is still
at our side. Some of the swagger has gone out of the
Church. We no longer count heads, but our Faith has deepened. If one merely took statistics we were fighting a losing
battle.
Yet last Easter in Westminster Cathedral over 1,000 people
had been received into the Church. This year too many are
coming, so they will have to be divided. The Cardinal said
this was because we are following the procession of truth
and unfolding of grace prescribed by the Spirit through the
Vatican Council. The catechumenate is a process by which
we see if we can live the Catechism in our pilgrim way. All
the confusion and clutter and chaos that surrounds us on
television and the like is partly the Devil screaming at us
and partly people crying out to us. We must therefore present the depth of the Gospel which we possess and others
need. We must share our treasure and not hold it to ourselves. And if we are to share the Gospel and the Spirit we
must start within ourselves so that the Spirit is stirring
within us.

Bishop Harris ended by thanking us for inviting him among
us. The unusually prolonged applause was proof of his listeners’ heartfelt appreciation of such a memorable address.
The President of the Year, Mr. Gerald Vandome, proposed
by Mgr Canon Gregory Turner
As the President’s parish priest, Fr
McMahon, was in Ireland, Mgr
Canon Gregory Turner, who had
known Gerald for many years,
kindly agreed to propose this toast.
He recalled a priest at Deepdale,
Mgr Paddy Dunne, for whom
Gerald had been altar-server and
who was held in awe by many. For some 30 years he provided a holiday supply for a friend at Ambleside. One year,
while Mgr Turner was then a child in the parish school,
Mgr Dunne had told the parable of the Good Shepherd,
then asked, “Now in this parable, who are you?” “We are
the little lambs, Father!” the class had replied. “And who’s
your Mum?” “She’s the ewe.” “And who am I?” - expecting

to be told that he was the Good Shepherd. To which Dusty
Miller, a farmer’s son who knew all about these things,
called out, “ Tha’s th’ owd tup!”

Mgr Turner then paid tribute to Gerald’s annual participation as a brancardier in the Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage,
his service as a Minister of the Eucharist, and his role as a
Catenian. His work for Church had been recognised with a
Knighthood of the Holy Sepulchre. He was a worthy
President, so Mgr Turner thanked him for his services to the
Church and to the Broughton Society.

Reply: Mr. Gerald Vandome, KCHS

The President thanked Mgr Turner for his toast. He felt that
after his compliments he would
have to go to Confession for the sin
of pride. He also thanked the Board
for nominating him to the
Presidency and for the support
they had given him.

Specially memorable were the
Ladyewell Pilgrimage, the installation of the plaque at the old Golden
Ball, the splendidly-attended
Christmas Party, and his Presidential Mass last November,
at which nine priests concelebrated. He also thanked the
Bishop for combining such serious matters with good
humour, before paying special tribute to “our brilliant
Secretary Leo and his P.A. Veronica.” for their devotion to
duty. There was applause when he asked Leo to pass on his
tribute to Veronica. He concluded by urging those present
to enrol at least one new member in the coming year.

Presentation to Bishop Harris: Before relinquishing his
chain of office, the President presented the Bishop with an
illuminated scroll commemorating his Episcopal Ruby
Jubilee, and also a photograph of him as a newly-ordained
priest with his fellow-ordinands. Clearly the recipient was
both moved and delighted.

Election of President and President-Elect
Mr. Michael Hull of Hindley was then unanimously elected
as President representing the Liverpool Archdiocese in 2006
- 2007, and Mr. Tony Baron was likewise declared PresidentElect to represent Salford Diocese as President in 2007-2008.
After they had been installed with their respective regalia,
an unusually lengthy meeting ended with the traditional
“Faith of our Fathers.”
Kevin J. Heneghan.
WHEN MAKING YOUR WILL, PLEASE INCLUDE A
BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.
PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL DECEASED- MEMBERS AND
FOR THE LIVING- MEMBERS, ESPECIALLY THE SICK,
THE RECENTLY BEREAVED, THE OLD AND LONELY.
“Pray for me as I will pray for thee, that we one day may
merrily meet in Heaven”. - St. Thomas More.
God bless you all.
Leo F. Casey. (Secretary)
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