
Rushmore to Mickelson Trail EIS - Trail 
Assessment 
Black Hills, SD 

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Team, 
Elevate Design Studios played a critical role in the review, 
and assessment of potential alternative routes leading from 
Hill City, SD to Mount Rushmore National Memorial. We 
were able to assess over 32 miles of potential trail alternatives 
within the EIS process.  

Workings closely with National Park Service (NPS), the 
United State Forest Service (USFS), and the South Dakota 
Game Fish and Parks (SDGFP) we were able to provide a 
clear and concise direction for all of the suggested trail 
alternative routes. Providing a desktop view using GIS 
software along with providing on site field assessments using 
GIS/GPS software and technology we where able to narrow 
down the suggested trail alternatives. Our assessment reports 
where then  presented to the NPS and USFS to provide 

direction and additional studies required 
for the EIS.  Our assessment desktop 
review, field assessment, and assessment 
reports allowed our clients to make the 
decision to move forward with the most 
feasible trail route option.  

The trail alternatives assessed included a wide variety of 
types of trails from; concrete trail systems, to trail boardwalks, 
to crushed stone trails. 

Key Elements: 

‣ Provided assessment and routing options on over 32miles 
of potential trails within the Black Hills National Forest.  

‣ Access to the Trail System and Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial.  

‣ Assessed user group safety and experiences 
‣ Protection of the existing various protected lands within 

the Black Hills National Forest Area.  

Budget:  NA 

Completed: In Progress 

Reference:  Black Hills, South Dakota  
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Summary of Assessment 

Report:  

The South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks 

(SDGFP) submitted a report to the US Forest 

Service (USFS) with an additional Route Option 

for the Mickelson to Mount Rushmore Connector 

Trail. Elevate Design Studios (Elevate) was 

requested by the USFS to complete a route 

assessment on the new alternative. Elevate is 

serving as a sub-consultant to HDR Engineering. 

 
The requested alternative route to be assessed 

was presented to the USFS by the SDGFP. The 

alternative route provide a split of the trail just 

south of the Hill City Keystone Road along the 

existing Centennial Trail. The trail alternative as 

requested by the SDGFP followed a contour of 

approximately 4820-4840 feet. This contour 

provides an approximate trail alignment that 

would enter the Mount Rushmore National 

Memorial from the North side. This proposed 

alignment alternative would provide an option with 

the majority of the trail outside of the Norbeck 

Wildlife Preserve.  

The trail was assessed as a component of the 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as a 

potential trail alternative. The alternative trail 

alignment was submitted by the SDGFP to the 

USFS; Elevate only conducted a technical 

assessment of the alternative. No stakeholder or 

user group discussions took place as part of the 

Elevate assessment. The assessment was broken 

into two parts; a desktop review and a field 

review. The desktop review of the routes took a 

close look at the alternative routes within GIS/

GPS Software. Review of property lines, land 

ownership, trail access, trail water crossings, 

known topographical issues, and along with 

usage type and safety were reviewed at the 

desktop level.  The field review followed the 

desktop review where the same elements were 

assessed and witnessed on site. Several critical 

assessment items that were reviewed within the 

field were; trail slope and difficulty, disturbance to 

the land footprint, trail topography, and trail safety 

for all users.  Notes and items witnessed were 

logged within the Trail Assessment Worksheets. 

Summary of the findings and conclusion to the 

trail assessment are found herein.   
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Trail Assessment Worksheet 
Project Title:

Mickelson To Rushmore Trail  - EIS 

Assessment Completed by: 
MRJ

Elevate Project #: 14-011
Assessment Date xx/xx/xxxxTrail Assessment:

Segment Identification: Wrinkled Rock to Rushmore - Olton’s Shoulder Route

GPS Track Data:

Segment Start Waypoint #: WR

Segment End Waypoint # PF

Starting Elevation: xxxx’

End Elevation: xxxx’

Total Elevation loss/gain xxx

Average Profile Slope: xx%

Trail Access: Topic: 

Assessment Details:

Notes: 

GPS POI: 

Ownership

Who is the owner of the land? Is there an Easement 

or is easement needed, 

USFS and NPS. Trail Enters NPS Ground at 

NPS1

NPS1

Parking/Trailhead
Is there parking Y/N/NA

Number of Stalls available:  
Is there wheelchair access to the trail? Y/N/NA 

Wrinkled Rock has Parking for General Auto. 

Limited Parking for Trailers.  
NPS Flat has no Parking allowed for Trail 

users. NPS Concession will have Bike 

parking.  

Amenities: 

What type of Amenities are available at Access 

Point?  Are there other connecting trails? 

Who Manages access Point? 
Wrinkled Rock has Parking and Toilet 

Facilities. The trail would end at NPS Flats. 

Black Berry Trail would connect into the Trail 

area as well.  NPS manages NPS flat area.  
�1


