
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, August 16, 2020 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude - Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing setting by Michael Burkhardt

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 858

We gather in the name of the Father a and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples
of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known
throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading – Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or
any other category.
 1Thus says the LORD:  Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come,
  and my deliverance be revealed.
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
  and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant—
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer
  for all peoples.  
 8Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those
already gathered.

Psalm 67
Refrain

Refrain
 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
 2Let your way be known | upon earth,  your saving health a- | mong all nations.
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 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; let all the | peoples praise you.
 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the
na- | tions on earth.  Refrain
 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; let all the | peoples praise you.
 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; God, our own | God, has blessed us.
 7May God | give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  Refrain

Second Reading - Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have
been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew.
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious
outsider approaches him for help.
[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let
them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall
into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still
without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and
goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what
defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness,
slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Sermon  

Hymn of the Day - Healer of Our Every Ill 612
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus
acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find
blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth
will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all
creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the
world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry.
Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for
outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing, especially, Audrey,
Barbara, Jan, Johanna, Tony, Charlie, JoAnn, Leon, Judy, Janet, Carol, Joyce, Barbara, Ida, Debbie,
Larry, Blanche, Leslie, Jim, Bob, Ellie, Kaaren, Leigh, Bob, Kathy, Sue, John, and all those we name
now in our hearts or on our lips. Lord in your mercy.  
hear our prayer.
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation grace to find our life refreshed in
you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for
mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints, join us also
with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
t is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
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and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion will be available in the church parking lot Sunday, from 10 to 11 am.

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR. WE WILL COME TO YOU AND DELIVER A WAFER
AND WINE OR GRAPE JUICE. IT WILL BE SERVED TO YOU IN A FOAM BOWL. PLEASE
TAKE THE ELEMENTS AND DISTRIBUTE AMONG THOSE IN YOUR VEHICLE AND THEN
DISPOSE OF THE CUPS AND BOWL WHEN YOU GET HOME.

Prayer after Communion
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 886

Postlude - Toccata in F Major by Johann Pachelbel

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the anniversary of Ted and
Diana Dominick.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna
Nikitscher, Tony Perrotte, Charlie Bock, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Judy Schlegel, Janet Ravert, Carol
Sackett,  Joyce Veazey, Barbara Anderson, Ida Elliott, Debbie Fullbright, Larry Jenkins, Blanche
Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Jim Klausman, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Kaaren Johanson, Leigh Stock, Bob
Lewis, Kathy Daniels, Sue Dahl, John Foreman

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time - drop a note in the
offering plate, email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle],
and Dian and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Byron Franzen (brother of David
Franzen), Laura and Mike Smith (sister and her husband by Carol Sackett), Laura Williams (friend of
Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), JoAnn
Sackett (daughter-in-law of Carol and Jim Sackett), Kate Genaitis, Tim and Sue Williams (friends of
the Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of
Wendy Waugh), Tom and Mary Jakubus (friend of Deb Tabert), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder),
Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of
Alta Lindsay), Tristan and Hailey Hunter (relatives of Deb Tabert), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and
Jeanna Hudgins), Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson),
Donore Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins
(mother of Greg Hudgins), Gary Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy
Anderson),  Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy
Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Rose (friend of Deb Tabert), Brady Laubert
(grandson of Pam and Steve Taylor), Staci Dominick (daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick),
Leonard Anderson, (family friend of Ted and Diana Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia
Redman), Jane Craig (aunt of Pat Casper), Ruby Fox (cousin of Marlene Coulter), David Deardorff
(cousin of Marlene Coulter), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw),
Karen Boone (relative of Robin Winfree), Michelle Meadors, Paul and Lora Kindem and new daughter
Sally Jane

“Light a Candle” -- Candles are lit for prayer intentions. To "light a candle for someone" indicates
one's intention to say a prayer for another person, and the candle symbolizes that prayer.  The
practice of lighting candles is an important tradition in Christian churches, communities and families.
Its origins may be traced back in the Old Testament times where an oil lamp is lighted to "keep a
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flame burning perpetually" (Exodus 27:19-20), as "perpetual incense before the Lord from generation
to generation" (Exodus 30:7-8) and as a "lamp stand in the Tent of Meeting ... set up before the Lord
as He has commanded Moses" (Exodus 40:24-25).  The New Testament further highlights the
sanctity of this light in Paul's Letter to the Hebrews. "A first tent was prepared with the lamp stand,
the table and the bread of the presence; this is called the Holy Place" (Hebrews 9:2). In today's
Christian tradition, this light has a very special place because it symbolizes Christ who said, "I am the
Light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have light and life"
(John 8:12).  The candle screen and votive candles are in the Narthex of the church, along
with wood tapers to light them with. You are welcome to come, light a candle, and pray . If you come
after hours or when no staff is in the building, please put out the candle before you leave. Staff will
check during the daytimes when they are there to make sure all are put out.

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on
Zoom from 10-11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up. Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar
Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753  
Password: 292680

Scott Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom Bible Study on Thursday mornings. 
Topic: Bible Study - Acts – You may download the lessons ahead of time by going to the home
page of our website (stpaulsdurham.org)
Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09  
Meeting ID: 946 532 621
Password: 402561

Durham Congregations in Action has been coordinating with food pantries all over the Durham
area to help get people the food they need with support from the CROP Hunger Walk and other
resources. Now, we are partnering with churches all over the city to gather the supplies people need to
stay safe and healthy through this pandemic. Our local food pantries have been flooded with requests
for basic sanitation items that have become hard to come by in the pandemic, but they have not had
enough to meet the demand. To answer this urgent need, DCIA is launching a hygiene drive to keep
our partner pantries fully stocked with the supplies Durhamites need. We are seeking the following items:
 

· CDC-approved disinfectant wipes or sprays (Lysol, scrubbing bubbles, Clorox) 
· hand sanitizer 
· Empty spray bottles 
· paper towels 
· toilet paper 
· feminine hygiene products 
· hand and body soap  

 
If you can donate any of these, they can be dropped off at any of these partner congregations, from
which the supplies will be delivered to area food pantries for distribution to our Durham neighbors!
 

· • Cole Mill Rd. Church of Christ
o Monday through Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm.
o 1617 Cole Mill Road, Durham NC. 
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· • Antioch Baptist Church
o Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00am-12:00pm.
o 1415 Holloway St., Durham NC 

· • Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
o Tuesday through Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm.
o 3011 Academy Road, Durham NC. 

· • First Presbyterian Church
o Mondays and Fridays, 9:00am-1:00pm.
o 305 E. Main Street, Durham NC 

· • Christus Victor Lutheran Church
o Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9:00am–2:00pm
o 1615 E. NC 54 Hwy., Durham NC
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