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The BRatisgss Peninsula, located
sami T5 miles souch of Da '."-Iing in tha
Cruang Mgai Province, was for years a
pich and E’nd.uc-l:u-'-:' agricullusal ragian
for the South Yielnameéss, Bul gino:
1943 Viet Cong effaris have converizd
the Balangan Peninsulka, the Birthplace
of Ho Chi Mimh, inle the Earpes
encmy  held area st of Naisonal
Highesay (L) | in ik Farsg Milbisry
Reginn

Mg ihe VO activity Imcreased in the
Balangan area, the Vietnamese
willagera who lived and wiirked there
wisn: deiven away. As o oresull, these
Farmmess  and  cqalismen and  ched
lamilies Became pefugees in ikein owm
codpn ey, deprived al thesr homes asd
their lpvelihomd. The sconamy in the
regian slumped, food prices roor, and
shariages im consamer goods appeared,
Soon  the enemy gaaned a sirong
fooikald in the area and ULS. amdd
ARVY Imfaniry went imbo the area o
try 1o drive them out.

But the W wem so well anirenchid
thai, withoml takimp heage bosus =
men and equipment, Ut Batangan area
could mot & complelely recovered By
direct atlack. A barge percembage of the
s casualties- im the aréa witdally
resilied from booby-lraps s2d im the
dilficult terraim,

The VI Ballowed oui ihe cender

anid eeoved withim likke "2 subway
gyseens  under s city”, remarked
Ligutzmand Colomel Fred F. 'Wesrner,
comsmandsr of Ist Battalion, &ik
Infantey, 33rd Imfantry  Dhivision
(AMERICAL). Trenches wen: dug
within soose of thess hedgenows,

making enemy movement wilkin
relatively imamune o artillery Gns. This
allowed dhe WWC to  approach
undetected, e amd displace hamself
undar ocover. Allied efforls wem
hampered by Emited movemant on the
pousd and mstricted wisikilay [ncm
the mir.

Enemy conirol of most of the
region wis infolerable and the key bo
the gitustion wes finsdly found im lamd
elegring opeiations coupled with o
rodd devielopenend peogram. Tacticaly,
land clearing iz a dauble edped wapson
denying the omemy ocovr  ansd
coiczalment while incressing allied
ground mobiity and the maom
effective usme of artillery and air
sappoet.

Mo ke WL had (o Cross open areas
and travel lariker to sirike. This made
himm wvalnesahle 10 observeilon and
when decoversd lell en oo wissre fo
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hidee, Five Viet Coog saldien recendly
eillied [voduntagily sarendensd andes
the open semis program] bo the deirict
phief; iheir reEon-""Thefe was no
longer ary place to hide.”

he Engimeers begam work. in the
Hatangan area late kst sammer with
the mision of replacing the YWiet Cang
tearocisis with the righiful occupanis
of k= grea. This misson 1= ofejously
baing successfully scoomplished and
the resulis am  Bocoming  mose
apparent wilth each passing day. The
ik Land Clearing Company i
denze thickets and

diestroying  the

jungke which have
enemy aperylions. Mam .
acres have Eeem cleared, with a
of owver 3 enemy bunkers and Bx
vards of tunnels and  rensches
dizscovared anmd désleoyid. Langs
guantities of oednance  and  Fod
sapplics  hawe  alis béien  discovered
and confiscabid Troms (he Gy
Quasmg Mpai has been called a
“ribbosm  proviece™  because ol the
miede then ong mllion  resldemis
secking saledy along govermmend
comprodied  Mighway 1. Bub  moame
JEKE people hawe alresdy rebamaed




o Cleared by Asercan
wers, Thoy are mwhullding their
TR Gl Villiged in g sleady advance
east From (HL-1 foward il w8
Magor Jmwmy Kinlam, advisor o
Son Timh diztrict in  which
cenmderable land chraring has faken
place glated, “Withood land <learing,
reserilemend would ake much |n'_zr:'
It wonld hawe daken muck mone Sfan
ani ekl MY HIrE lives bo mesetile. 18
i very dissbed iniportani.”
Seoumidy 08 vilal o feslléimmnt of

the Badsmgam. *Lamd clen Mg i BETITIA
al mafication is =0 good withaour

ezUrily mespanede o the propk 24
hours o day,” seps Major Clanenda:
ateeder, LS. military sdvisor fo
Binkh Sem dlisiricd, People will noi
wodE hack to ibeic land af they knoew
the YT will come in the nighl 1o ki
and sieal, Onee the land is cleared and
the sl am woem the Begional
Forees (RF) and Pespular Furces [PFF)
willl proleel the peopke from the VWO
Currently many s BF and PR
forces are Bering frained 1o seean moee
amvas as hey are reweiiled.

The importance of this land clearing
wiomb 1o the pacificaiion of ihe ares s

also boighil oul in dhe CoanameEiey of
moat direcily conceEmed
willh 1he opesalion. Serprant David
Laoewmiing, an (avirvman wilh the
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Hulislieon, &ik
I"'.:-' |':.' 1II|| who = [ irt 1| ilie
weciirily ckminl For dthe 59tk o,
"Land clkaing shoukl have Bsen

thought of aboud fiwe vemws apn. D
gkt thié war elfort and the
infemiry’s jods in this area & |od easier
teing shot &l i hid cnoigh, but the
mines and bookyiraps  eee liter ally
difdér. There is mo way 4o fighd Ehem
mied the Engineirz an: a big kelp in
pamEating them.
Specialist Fiee Creorgze
wiha il asigied do dhe
bulldoxsr apesadoe, piks il the way
Al owe don® clkear ik oanes of
harrbydraps, the infamdry will cerissd
it iheEm s i piakes thew o that
much harder and fess elTeetive if they
dor. My weore i=n ™ all that hard. "
Whiat kKecps (Besm om the jab afier

H. Adkins
Adth = a

havimg a mine goe off undesneath
them? “We {oporalces) siond a betie
chamte with 26 1onx of  sheel

.'_\l'-'=.'-.lll: ihan & inlEnicyman oo
i, &nd ol we don 't chear this anca
they wiild Bave to de it answered
S Joln Felle i,

Az (B mem clear the jungle 1w
uliem como Moo sigra ol engdng
clivily. Hice caches, bunkers, usaely
il sleeping positions s commancaly
o, Scemztimes a cooking fire &
[owimed sbill wasm indicatimg the anesyy
has kit wichin hiciies.

Ewery opemice cariies hiz M-16
mady 1o fiee. Sniper (e s comteo
LRecanily Tor the opemices B pr
by mmmoeed pEesinie] carcires [AFCs)
and fiwo Sheridan srmered
SECONnuEEInGy Cepluckrs, sitachEd i
iheg STrB Each walche the
mmmounding  undergroewth  carsfully

an ARVM Beglone Foree i
san peovedes mecunly nighl and day.

All vehicles an ihie lawd clearing
operalion are frocks. Hain Gid sl
iniker whecled vwbacles useless. Qi
ore: ey berpommes bopged down and
ikl b pulled free with the ald o
anotker, Is hilly areas where rovines
arg Eskkn by dense vegrialion dozers
Iurn o¥EeEr will an mrifating regulandy.
Al the opEratord calmly slimb o
and moteom for o boddy im 3 searhy
disir 1o come over and hezl .

The bebimoth Bome plow bades
e sl B0 micdve er Ui groeed Sis
mmches above che suetace, This @ik
the sepriation to bo cul and creshed




whilz leaving the root strecium Lo
prieveEn| erasion.

Az rhe dozers msave oud o the cud
area each day, the lesd dorer opemtor,
wtic w8 bead =28 comnecied 1o a
o 11 Lo PO F T == [ TTH A T from  the
affscer i chanes, He csailingey en area
abomt half 2 |||i:f|: aross im the shagpe of
1 mquare wilh roanded ooimess Clithier
operatoes then fall in bsthénd him in &
drawn=out sla,g.ﬁl:'l:-.' Fornition,
pompletely ringing the oat and steadily
edowing in toward the cenger with each
PEF N

Daedr, wild pigs, and pheasamls am
alten sein MNesing Crons the area Baing
cleared as the squane shaanks umsder the
relemtless bites of the doears, Snakes
p b0 tem feet bong heve difficolty
:ur_|1i||g [ b do@eds did unmerye
the operabors considérably.

A Nock of birds cicle tha cul, alen
fon 1k hoddes of insecis raleased by
the vepstalion &= i fel. The smell of
damnp, freshly fummed sarih koid with
diesel fumes pervades ithe air. The
congesiion 41 the center of the square
yields dx e Or 0wl Jo2&rs to Fnish
the joh. Them they move on 10 stan
the proces anew.

“Teetically, there is no dowbt ahoul
lamd clesing  reducing  American
camgliiey snd seripusly crippling VC
actiwity im (he Baiengan,' sadd LTC
Jamizz T, Tan, who 83 command ng
alTicer af ke 391h Enginesr Batistion
{Cht) kas redponsibililty for  road
huilding and the 5%th Lamd Llearning
Compasry. “In fterms of pacification,
when vou fly over and see the number
of dew in roods fer removed fooen
QL-1, woll Gan S8 Progiess. The
willimgness of people 1o move mto
mewly leamed ageas to cud wood amd
graze livestoek &g dlsa dndicatsons of
progress. Bt since land dlearing bigan
lare Is the summer we will see the real
measuee of securlty and resetilement
ain thé Bilangin Pepnsole By ihe
quantity of next spring’s rice hirves],™
he comcluded.

While the 59th is clearing the area,
il 19th Badttadion 5 consfructing and
improvisg 4 secondary road netwogk
throughuoust the pendnsula. Alvogether,
about 423 miles Gl roadway are being
huilt. As the roeds are opened the
recemily mreturned Vietnamisee Tapnuers

gre abse to trock thear produse 10 3

larger markets snd In turn receivw
muare for their poosh, }

With this combinalion of hetler
foads snd Increased acréaps, mMGEE
Food i Beimg destribmbed and the fow

&

al commerce is on the Sdicise o 6
eguld. The ecomomy of the peminsula
he  oonssquently  luwmed  upwards
almeady and contimees 1o s as wark
of mmalcation larough lend clearing
ant road Beaildingg condinues

i kile the owerall Ffuture of
resetile mend of ihe Batangsn Feninsida
gz goeod  there arw siill  srriiE
problems,”  sated MALD  Malzedes
g bin For ool
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iz in shon supphy. Yietnamization of
thi: war redqeeines that A REWH troogs be
trasmed 0o call in artlllery, abr strikes,
and medeva: muesons 11 talkes some
five momths per platoon @ irein PP
rlafocings bo shoailder dhe burden of
guarding rosds, bridges and willages.
Hist MAT] Mozeder added with slem
coitfrdence, ¥They have tha wall il w
EivE T2l the means.™ .




