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Sunday, May 16, 2010       The 95th Anniversary of Holy Ghost U.G.C. 
  

28th Sunday After Pentecost 
December 5, 2021  

 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM  H/B for All Parishioners 
  St Nicholas Brunch  

***********************************************************************  
 DIVINE SERVICES/EVENTS FOR THE WEEK  

 Monday, December 6th 
  NO SERVICES       

Tuesday, December 7th  
   NO SERVICES     
Wednesday, December 8th  Maternity of the Holy Anna  

 9:30 AM + George Kowalsky – by Mary & Steve Covert 
    6:30PM  BIBLE STUDY   

Thursday, December 9th     
  9:30 AM H/B for Judy Koczwara – by the Syvanych Family 
Friday, December 10th  
     NO SERVICES     
 

 ********************************************************************** 

Saturday, December 11th  
 1-5PM   Parish Retreat   

4:00 PM  + Demko & Kateryna Schmeida – by Mary Schmeida 
Sunday, December 12th Sunday of the Forefathers 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM H/B for All Parishioners  
      

  

 PLANNING AHEAD:    

Christmas Eve Services Friday December 24th – 9:00pm  

Christmas Day Services Saturday, December 25th – 9:00am  

 

PARISH RETREAT: 

Saturday December 11th from 1-5pm 

Led by mothers from Christ the Bridegroom Monastery. 
  

   
 
 

  

  

CHRISTMAS BAKING!    

The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality is now 

taking orders for the Christmas kolachi.  All 

rolls will again be $12.  Flavors available 

are nut, lower-sugar nut, poppyseed, 

apricot, lekvar, and almond. Order forms 

are available in the church social hall. All 

orders must be placed by Sunday, Dec. 5th.  

Orders may also be placed online at  

bakesale@hgucc.org, or by calling or 

texting Patty at (330) 603-0199 

 
UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFTS: 

Are available at our Ukrainian Display in the 

social hall. Items for sale include religious 

icons, Christmas ornaments. Ukrainian and 

English greeting cards, pysanky (Ukrainian 

eggs), jewelry, embroidery, cookbooks, 

ceramics, aprons, woodworking (plaques, 

plates, jewelry boxes, candleholders), 

shawls, t-shirts, caps, visors, angels, 

bookmarks, key chain, magnets, etc. 

(reasonably priced).  

Note: New icons have arrived for this joyous 

season.  

 

 SAFE ENVIRONMENT: 

It is important to remind the people of our 

parish from time to time that if anyone has 

been the victim of sexual abuse by the clergy, 

or by an employee or a volunteer, he or she 

should come forward and make that known 

to his or her pastor or to the bishop who can 

be reached at his chancery by dialing (440) 

888-1522, or by writing to him at PO Box 

347180, Parma OH 44134-7180. 

 
 

    hgucc.org

   

DONATIONS November 28th:  

 Weekly offering:             $1,159 

Monthly candles: $54 

Thanksgiving:   $55 

Renovation: $35 

Eparchial obligations:      $12 

Ukie Store:   $12.5 

 Total:       $1,334.75   

 

   

CONGRATULATIONS: 

This week Patricia Romanovich (12/11) 

celebrates her birthday.  We wish you a 

wonderful celebration, and a year of health 

and blessings flavored with pure joy, and 

many blessed years… mnohaya i blahaya 

lita! 

  

St. Nicholas is coming… 

St. Nicholas is still coming to our 

parish!    He will be sending gifts down a 

small slide. Special note to parents, please 

drop off gifts for your children and or for 

anyone else at the sacristy before liturgy. If 

you arrive late please leave gifts outside 

the sacristy door and St. Nicholas will 

make sure they make it into his sleigh. 

 

PARISH RETREAT: 

This year we are blessed to have mother 

Theodora and Natalia to lead us in retreat.  

The theme for the retreat is: “God became 

Man: Reflection on the poverty, peace, and 

silence of the Incarnation.” 

From 1-4pm there will be three talks with 

time for player and/or discussion groups in 

between talks. Followed by the Divine 

Liturgy at 4pm and dinner afterwards.  

      

  



 

 

  
 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 

  

Note on the morality of using 

some anti-Covid-19 vaccines 

  

The question of the use of vaccines, in general, is often at the center of controversy in 
the forum of public opinion. In recent months, this Congregation has received several 
requests for guidance regarding the use of vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2 virus that 

causes Covid-19, which, in the course of research and production, employed cell lines 
drawn from tissue obtained from two abortions that occurred in the last century. At the 
same time, diverse and sometimes conflicting pronouncements in the mass media by 

bishops, Catholic associations, and experts have raised questions about the morality of 
the use of these vaccines. 

There is already an important pronouncement of the Pontifical Academy for Life on this 
issue, entitled “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from aborted 
human fetuses” (5 June 2005). Further, this Congregation expressed itself on the 

matter with the Instruction Dignitas Personae (September 8, 2008, cf. nn. 34 and 35). 
In 2017, the Pontifical Academy for Life returned to the topic with a Note. These 

documents already offer some general directive criteria. 

Since the first vaccines against Covid-19 are already available for distribution and 
administration in various countries, this Congregation desires to offer some indications 

for clarification of this matter. We do not intend to judge the safety and efficacy of 
these vaccines, although ethically relevant and necessary, as this evaluation is the 

responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug agencies. Here, our objective is only 
to consider the moral aspects of the use of the vaccines against Covid-19 that have 
been developed from cell lines derived from tissues obtained from two fetuses that 

were not spontaneously aborted. 

1. As the Instruction Dignitas Personae states, in cases where cells from aborted 
fetuses are employed to create cell lines for use in scientific research, “there exist 

differing degrees of responsibility”[1] of cooperation in evil. For example,“in 
organizations where cell lines of illicit origin are being utilized, the responsibility of 

those who make the decision to use them is not the same as that of those who have 
no voice in such a decision”.[2] 

2. In this sense, when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. 

in countries where vaccines without ethical problems are not made available to 
physicians and patients, or where their distribution is more difficult due to special 
storage and transport conditions, or when various types of vaccines are distributed in 

the same country but health authorities do not allow citizens to choose the vaccine 
with which to be inoculated) it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that 
have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research and production process. 

3. The fundamental reason for considering the use of these vaccines morally licit is 
that the kind of cooperation in evil (passive material cooperation) in the procured 

abortion from which these cell lines originate is, on the part of those making use of the 
resulting vaccines, remote. The moral duty to avoid such passive material cooperation 

is not obligatory if there is a grave danger, such as the otherwise uncontainable spread 
of a serious pathological agent[3]--in this case, the pandemic spread of the SARS-CoV-
2 virus that causes Covid-19. It must therefore be considered that, in such a case, all 

vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used in good conscience 
with the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal 
cooperation with the abortion from which the cells used in production of the vaccines 

derive. It should be emphasized, however, that the morally licit use of these types of 
vaccines, in the particular conditions that make it so, does not in itself constitute a 

legitimation, even indirect, of the practice of abortion, and necessarily assumes the 
opposition to this practice by those who make use of these vaccines. 

4. In fact, the licit use of such vaccines does not and should not in any way imply that 

there is a moral endorsement of the use of cell lines proceeding from aborted 
fetuses.[4] Both pharmaceutical companies and governmental health agencies are 

therefore encouraged to produce, approve, distribute and offer ethically acceptable 
vaccines that do not create problems of conscience for either health care providers or 
the people to be vaccinated. 

5. At the same time, practical reason makes evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a 
moral obligation and that, therefore, it must be voluntary. In any case, from the ethical 

point of view, the morality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one's 
own health, but also on the duty to pursue the common good. In the absence of other 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html?fbclid=IwAR0aKYe7kvWCxR--e4q0Jdw5cz9BKAH5Fqvd3SHYL-EKrgVudlwuD1u9GcQ#_ftn1
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html?fbclid=IwAR0aKYe7kvWCxR--e4q0Jdw5cz9BKAH5Fqvd3SHYL-EKrgVudlwuD1u9GcQ#_ftn2
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html?fbclid=IwAR0aKYe7kvWCxR--e4q0Jdw5cz9BKAH5Fqvd3SHYL-EKrgVudlwuD1u9GcQ#_ftn3
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html?fbclid=IwAR0aKYe7kvWCxR--e4q0Jdw5cz9BKAH5Fqvd3SHYL-EKrgVudlwuD1u9GcQ#_ftn4


means to stop or even prevent the epidemic, the common good may recommend 
vaccination, especially to protect the weakest and most exposed. Those who, however, 

for reasons of conscience, refuse vaccines produced with cell lines from aborted 
fetuses, must do their utmost to avoid, by other prophylactic means and appropriate 
behavior, becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious agent. In particular, 

they must avoid any risk to the health of those who cannot be vaccinated for medical 
or other reasons, and who are the most vulnerable. 

6. Finally, there is also a moral imperative for the pharmaceutical industry, 

governments and international organizations to ensure that vaccines, which are 
effective and safe from a medical point of view, as well as ethically acceptable, are also 
accessible to the poorest countries in a manner that is not costly for them. The lack of 
access to vaccines, otherwise, would become another sign of discrimination and 
injustice that condemns poor countries to continue living in health, economic and social 

poverty.[5] 

The Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience granted to the undersigned Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 17 December 2020, examined the 
present Note and ordered its publication. 

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 21 

December 2020, Liturgical Memorial of Saint Peter Canisius. 

  

Luis F. Card. Ladaria, S.I.       + S.E. Mons. Giacomo Morandi 

Prefect     Titular Archbishop of Cerveteri 

  Secretary 

  

 
 

[1] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Dignitas 
Personae (8 th December 2008), n. 35; AAS (100), 884. 

[2] Ibid, 885. 

[3] Cfr. Pontifical Academy for Life, “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells 
derived from aborted human foetuses”, 5th June 2005. 

[4] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruct. Dignitas Personae, n. 35: 
“When the illicit action is endorsed by the laws which regulate healthcare and scientific 
research, it is necessary to distance oneself from the evil aspects of that system in 

order not to give the impression of a certain toleration or tacit acceptance of actions 
which are gravely unjust. Any appearance of acceptance would in fact contribute to 
the growing indifference to, if not the approval of, such actions in certain medical and 

political circles”. 

[5] Cfr. Francis, Address to the members of the "Banco Farmaceutico" foundation, 19 

September 2020. 
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