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Dear Family in Faith,
I’ve already been staring down a box full of twinkle lights in my garage. I’ve taken a stroll through a Christmas tree farm. I’ve located
my copy of the movie Elf. Here we go! Busyness and festivity! Hustle and bustle! Song and laughter! Tis’ the season!
But not in all places.
For some, the most joyous time of the year will be the hardest. For some the house will seem hollow. The food, if there is any, won’t
be the same. The holiday music will produce memory and ache.
This is why it is important to remember that our hope isn’t in what we do or in what we feel. Our hope is that a Savior will come to us
again like a thief in the night. Our hope is that our Savior will come to steal away our warped perspectives, mend our tender wounds,
and bless us with tidings of the greatest sort. Our hope is that God is with us. God is with us because God has not given up on us. God
is with us because God has plans and blessings in store for us yet.
My hope is that as we move through the season before us, you will discover time and again how God is with
you. Perhaps the Advent calendar Tommy will share in this newsletter will provide you with opportunities
to do just that. Maybe Connie’s words in this newsletter will touch your heart. I guarantee the choir’s
singing on December 8 will cause your soul to soar. Perhaps Michael’s words, also included in this
newsletter, will give you another reason to celebrate. I am very happy to report that the Session has
recently approved his becoming our next Director of Music in January. This transition does allow us to see
how God’s grace yesterday is the same today and tomorrow. Or perhaps a glimpse of God’s grace at work
in the world will be revealed to you in other ways too. Maybe as you volunteer somewhere. Maybe as
you spend a little extra time in study and prayer this season. Or maybe it will happen in worship,
perhaps on Christmas Eve, that the great truth will rest gently upon you. God is with you. God is
with us. Jesus is our Emmanuel.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
While everyone is packing shoeboxes, purchasing gifts for
Boswell residents, and preparing for Christmas in other ways,
two members of PW work behind the scenes to bring
comfort to people dealing with serious illnesses. For several
years now, Jeanne Herring and Martha Davis have sewn at
least 10 heart monitor bags every month of the year for
patients at Forrest General Hospital. That’s 240 in just one
year, and they have done this for several years. Unlike the
photograph shown here, they use colorful printed fabrics, and they pour kindness into each and every one. In addition,
turbans for cancer patients are also made and donated to the Cancer Center. This is just one of the ways that Presbyterian
Women oﬀer comfort while maintaining a long tradition of service and witness to people in need.

Winter Retreat: Ladies, mark your calendar for the PW Presbytery Winter Retreat to be held January 17th and 18th at Camp
Wesley Pines. The theme for is year’s event is Secret Blessings. Nash Noble will share some of her stories and we will have an
opportunity to share our own. The fee for the retreat is $70, which includes three meals. The deadline to register is January
10th. For more information, see Mary Dayne Gregg, Althea Jerome or circle leaders.
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
We have reached the season of Advent at Westminster, and there are many wonderful things
happening!

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS AT WPC
Our Wednesday evening gatherings have come to an end for the year, however our Sunday evenings
will be filled. Check it out!
Sunday, December 1st: Westminster’s Annual Advent Workshop (5 p.m.)
Come and join us as we celebrate the beginning of Advent as we share a meal and decorate the
church. There will be activities for everybody this evening: signing Christmas Cards for Boswell,
decorating the sanctuary tree, making and hanging wreaths, making Christmas crafts, and putting
together window decorations.
Dinner begins at 5 p.m. The Diaconate will be providing a variety of soups. Hope to see you there!
Sunday, December 8th: John Rutter’s Magnificat (3 p.m.)
Dr. Connie Roberts will direct this beautiful cantata in the sanctuary. All are welcomed and encouraged to attend at 3 p.m.
Immediately following the cantata, the PW will be hosting a reception in honor of Connie and her 32 years of selfless service to
Westminster. Please come and enjoy the music and congratulate Connie at the reception.
Sunday, December 15th: Dinner and Children’s Christmas Program (5 p.m.)
You are invited to dinner this evening at 5 p.m. in Montague Hall, and after we eat, our children will perform their Christmas Program,
Hark! The Harold Angel, directed by Micheal Ginn. This is always a fun evening for our church family, so please make plans to join us!
Sunday, December 22nd: Westminster’s Annual Caroling Party (5 p.m.)
Come and lend your voices to our caroling choir this evening! We will split into groups and then embark upon Hattiesburg to carol to
some of our members living at home. Upon returning to the church, the Diaconate will provide chili dogs, chips, and hot chocolate.
Come and make a joyful noise!
Immediately following dinner, the kids and youth will go upstairs for a few minutes for an ornament exchange Christmas Party!
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
Free to all, please see the selections of Advent devotionals that have been set out to help you meditate and pray as you wait silently in
your hearts the arrival of the Messiah.
Selections available:
Pauses for Advent: Words of Wonder by Trevor Hudson
The author focuses on one biblical word of wonder each day of Advent.
Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent by Walter Brueggemann
The author includes daily reflections on the scriptures and stories of Advent in order to invite the reader to see beyond the world’s faux
extravagance and realize the true feast laid out before us.
Expectant: Avent Meditations by Anne E. Kitch
The season of Advent is about waiting. This book oﬀers a short daily meditation for the first Sunday of Advent through Christmas Day
—each based on a psalm that corresponds to the daily oﬃce for the season of Advent.
NEW BEGINNINGS
The New Beginnings group will meet Monday, December 16th, at noon, as we do at every December meeting; we will be packing Bread
Basket Christmas Boxes after we eat lunch. Please come and have some lunch and help us with this important mission project. DON’T
FORGET! Bread Basket Christmas Box delivery will begin at 1 p.m. Wednesday, December 18th! If you are able, please swing by the
church and volunteer to deliver a box or two.

Mission Report:
Readers may recall that this past July a young lady from New Jersey traveled to El Salvador with members of WPC’s water team.
Anna Russell’s recount of her trip can be found in Living Waters for the World’s newsletter “The Flow.” We encourage you to read her
blog and remember how important our church is to this ministry.
Find it here: https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/blog
Don’t forget to buy LWW bracelets for Christmas gifts. Each $15 bracelet was strung by Alice, Susan, or Miriam Crotwell or by Karen
and Eric Reidenbach. All of the materials were donated by team members, making the sale of the bracelets 100% profit for the
mission budget.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Kathy Cain

9 David Arnold

20 Dan Davis

25 Robert Cummings, Sr.

4 Bryan Hernandez

10 Terrence McKenzie

21 Cala Raborn

26 Karen Reidenbach

7 Cassie Reid

12 Ray Steingraber

21 Meredith Suttle

29 Ryan Reid

8 Olivia Turner

20 Bonnie Revicki

23 Sam Haydel

31 Robert Lochhead
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MEMBER
TIME CAPSULE

The Bryants
It was 1961—There were three of us when we came to Hattiesburg in 1958 after serving a tour in
Germany with the Army. Now there were four of us: Dutchie, Franklin, Susan, and Pamela.
We visited the Presbyterian Churches in Hattiesburg and had spent a lot of our Sundays visiting our
families in Collins and Jackson.
All of the churches were very inviting to us. There was something different about Westminster. The
Sanctuary had not been built at that time. Services were held in the fellowship hall using folding
metal chairs. That less formal setting helped in making us comfortable and making new friends. Our
Westminster friends have been a wonderful part of our lives. Westminster played a large part in the
lives of our daughters who have made us so proud.

—Franklin & Dutchie
A wonderful choral performance and warm reception at
this year’s Community Ecumenical Service.
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DECEMBER 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Advent
Workshop
5:00 PM Joint
Diaconate & Session
Meeting

2

3
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

4
6:30 PM CHOIR

5
12:00 PM ShareCare
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

6

7

8
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
3:00 PM
Performance: Rutter’s
Magnificat
5:00 PM Youth &
Children
5:00 PM Circle 3

9

10
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
6:30 PM Circle 2

11
6:30 PM CHOIR

12
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

13

14

15
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Youth
Christmas Program

16
12:00 PM New
Beginnings (Pack
Christmas Boxes)

17
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

18
1:00 PM Deliver
Christmas Boxes
6:30 PM CHOIR

19
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

20

21

22
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Sunday
School
5:00 PM Caroling

23

24
6:00 PM Christmas
Eve Candlelight
Service

25

26

27

28

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
DUE
Church Office
Closed

29
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

30
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