Weathersfield Township Trustees

Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

July 14, 2015
Mr. Gerberry called the meeting to order.
Roll call:

H. Gilson Blair – present
Marvin J. McBride – present

Steven J. Gerberry – present
Fred R. Bobovnyk – present

Moment of Acknowledgement:
We ask that you keep a young Township resident in your thoughts; Sean Riley, son of Kevin
and Amy Riley, was recently diagnosed with leukemia. Sean, who is living with Down
syndrome, is seven years old has just begun his battle with leukemia at the Akron Children’s
Hospital. Sean has told his parents that “I am brave” and we ask that you keep “Hope for
Sean”. You can follow this amazing youngster’s progress and show your support for him on
Facebook at “Hope for Sean”. Sean loves to see videos and pictures of dogs, so please share
your dog videos and pictures on the “Hope for Sean” Facebook page and you can see his
infectious smile on Facebook too.
Correspondence/Announcements:
•

The Trustees held their Annual Spring Clean-Up Program the week of Monday, June
8th, 2015 and the program was a great success again this year.

•

The 2015 Flag Day Festival was held on June 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th, 2015 and the
festival was an amazing success. Plans are already being discussed for next year’s
festival.

•

The Trustees were awarded nearly $2,400 in grant funds from the Geauga-Trumbull
Waste District for their 2015 Scrap Tire Grant. Curbside collection will begin on
Monday, August 3rd, 2015 and continue through Friday, August 7th, 2015. There is a
limit of four car tires (off rims) per household, large truck tires will NOT be accepted.
You can also drop-off your tires between 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM during the collection
week at the Township Administration Building at 1451 Prospect Street, Mineral
Ridge, Ohio 44440.

•

The Trustees 2015 Residential Tree Limb Chipping Program continues. The 2015
Residential Tree Limb Chipping Program began on Friday April 10th, 2015 and will
continue each Friday through October 30th, 2015. For tree limb pick-up, you must
call the Township by Thursday of each week to be placed on the list for a Friday
pick-up. Please keep the following rules and procedures in mind:
• This program is intended for residential tree limbs up to 3 inches in diameter.
• The tree limbs must be placed at the curbside with all the cut ends aligned with
each other.
• No shrubs, stumps, roots, lumber, or rail road ties will be accepted. All tree
limbs must be free from vines.
• We are not a tree removal service; if you are having a tree professionally
removed let them do the entire job, you must have them take the tree limbs as
well.

•

The Trustees were awarded a $500 MORE Grant from the Ohio Township
Association Risk Management Association (OTARMA). This year’s OTARMA
MORE Grant will be used towards the purchase of a new ballistic vest for our police
department.
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•

The Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) Warner Avenue Paving Project was
completed in early July.

•

The Township and the Trumbull County Engineer’s Office completed some roadside
drainage improvements along Niles Carver Road last week.

•

Amended Substitute House Bill 64, the FY 2016 – 2017 biannual budget, was signed
by Governor Kasich at the end of June. Amended House Bill 64 eliminates an
additional $225,000 in revenue from our budget. This elimination, along with
previous cuts, eliminations, and reductions now totals nearly $650,000 annually in
revenue from our budget.

•

The Prescription Drug Drop Box that our Police Department purchased has been
installed in our lobby.

Financial Report – Fiscal Officer Fred R. Bobovnyk:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Monthly report was given to the Board.
Drawing of warrants
Minutes (2 sets)
Then and Now’s per the list provided
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Administrator’s Report – Dave Rouan
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Cemetery Report _ Dave Rouan
(Prepared by Melissa Ritchie)
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Zoning Report – Zoning Inspector Melissa Ritchie
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Police Report – Chief Michael Naples
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Fire Report – Chief Randy Pugh
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Attorney’s Report – Attorney Cherry Poteet
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New Business:
15-102

Mr. Blair made a motion to approve the consent agenda, which includes the
following:
•
•

Minutes from the Budget hearing on June 9, 2015 at 6:45PM.
Minutes from the Regular Meeting on June 9, 2015 at 7:00PM.

•
•

Drawing warrants upon our treasury and paying township bills.
Then and Now’s pursuant to the list provided.
THEN

NOW

AMOUNT

Staley Communication

07/09/15

07/14/15

$2,364.00

Inventive Sign & Design

06/30/15

07/14/15

$630.00

Hudson Communications

06/26/15

07/14/15

$742.30

Pontem Software

07/01/15

07/14/15

$776.00

Staley Communication

07/08/15

07/14/15

$1,200.00

Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride - yes
Motion carried.

Mr. Gerberry – yes

15-103
Mr. McBride made a motion to adopt the revised 2016 Revenue and
Amend
Appropriation Budget in the following manner;
2015 Budget
1. General Fund on a level of control at the line item basis;
2. All remaining funds on a fund basis; and
to obtain a Certificate of Official Resources and to request a certificate stating
that our appropriations do not exceed the Certificate of Official Resources
from the Trumbull County Budget commission.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride - yes
Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-104
Adv Real
Estate Tax

Mr. Blair made a motion to request an advance on Real Estate Property
Tax per the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township is
authorized to request an advance of Real Estate Property Taxes and
Delinquent Real Estate Property Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township
does hereby request an advance of Real Estate Property Taxes and
Delinquent Real Estate Property Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of
Trustees of Weathersfield Township does hereby request the Trumbull
County Auditor to advance any Real Estate Property Tax and Delinquent
Real Estate Property Tax money in the Treasury of the Trumbull County to
the account of the Township of Weathersfield.
Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride -yes
Motion carried.

Mr. Gerberry - yes

15-105
Mr. McBride made a motion to request an advance on Personal Property Tax
Adv Personal per the following resolution:
Property Tax
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township is
authorized to request an advance of Personal Property Taxes and
Delinquent Personal Property Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34;
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township
does hereby request an advance of Personal Property Taxes and Delinquent
Personal Property Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of
Trustees of Weathersfield Township does hereby request the Trumbull
County Auditor to advance any Personal Property Tax and Delinquent
Personal Property Tax money in the Treasury of the Trumbull County
Auditor to the account of the Township of Weathersfield.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride -yes
Motion carried.
15-106
Adv Estate

Mr. Blair – yes

Mr. Gerberry - yes

Mr. Blair made a motion to request an advance on Estate Taxes per the
following resolution:

Tax

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township is
authorized to request an advance of Estate Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34;
and
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township
does hereby request an advance of Estate Taxes pursuant to ORC 321.34.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of
Trustees of Weathersfield Township does hereby request the Trumbull
County Auditor to advance any Estate Tax money in the Treasury of the
Trumbull County Auditor to the account of the Township of Weathersfield.
Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride - yes
Motion carried.

Mr. Gerberry -yes
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Mr. McBride made a motion to accept the resignations of the following
Firefighters effective July 1st, 2015:
1. Bradly Kasnck – Station 40
2. Jessie Humphrey – Station 41
3. Lisa Storey – Station 42
These individuals are pursuing other opportunities.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride - yes
Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-108
Salt claim

Mr. Blair made a motion to authorize Township Administrator David Rouan
to submit a claim to the Ohio Attorney General’s Office on behalf of the
Trustees, effective June 25th, 2015. The purpose of this claim is to determine
if the Township is eligible to receive any of the proceeds from the $11.5
million Rock Salt Settlement Agreement that has been reached between the
Ohio Attorney General’s Office and Morton Salt and/or Cargill, Inc. The
period of time for this potential claim includes July 1st, 2008 through June
30th, 2011.
Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride - yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-109
Close
Wildwood

Mr. McBride made a motion to authorize the temporary closure of TH 1374
(Wildwood Drive) on Saturday, August 29th, 2014 from 4:00 PM until
midnight. The purpose of this temporary road closure is for the annual
neighborhood block party.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride - yes
Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-110
Electric
Aggregation

Mr. McBride made a MOTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO EFFECT
GOVERNMENTAL ELECTRICITY AGGREGATION PROGRAM
WITH OPT- OUT PROVISIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 4928.20
OHIO REVISED CODE AND DIRECTING THE TRUMBULL
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS TO SUBMIT A BALLOT
QUESTION TO THE ELECTORS OF WEATHERSFIELD TOWNSHIP .
Whereas, The Ohio Legislature has enacted electric deregulation legislation
which authorizes the legislative authorities of municipal corporations,
townships and counties to aggregate the retail electrical loads located within
the respective jurisdictions and to enter into service agreements to facilitate for
those loads the purchase and sale of electricity (“Governmental
Aggregation”); and
Whereas, such legislative authorities may exercise such authority jointly with
any other legislative authorities; and
Whereas, Governmental Aggregation provides an opportunity for residential
and small business consumers to participate collectively in the potential
benefits of electricity deregulation through lower electricity rates which
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would not otherwise be available to those electricity customers individually;
and
Whereas, the Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township (“the Board”)
seeks to establish a Governmental Aggregation program with opt-out
provisions pursuant to Section 4928.20, Ohio Revised Code (the
“Aggregation Program”) for the residents, businesses and other electric
consumers in the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees
of Weathersfield Township, Trumbull County, Ohio that:
Section 1: The Board finds and determines that it is in the best
interest of Weathersfield Township, its residents, businesses and other
electric consumers located within the corporate limits of the Township to
establish an Aggregation Program in the Township. Provided that the
Aggregation Program is approved by the electors of the Township pursuant
to Section 2 of this Resolution, the Board is hereby authorized to
automatically aggregate, in accordance with Section 4928.20, Ohio Revised
Code, the retail electric loads located within the Township, and, for that
purpose, to enter into service agreements to facilitate for those loads the
purchase and sale of electricity. The Board may exercise such authority
jointly with any other municipal corporation, township or county or other
political subdivision of the State of Ohio to the full extent permitted by law.
The aggregation will occur automatically for each person owning,
occupying, controlling or using an electric load center proposed to be
aggregated and will provide for the opt-out rights described in Section 3 of
this Resolution.
Section 2: The Board of Elections of Trumbull County is hereby
directed to submit the following question to the electors of Weathersfield
Township at the election on November 3, 2015:
Shall the Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township, Trumbull
County, OH have the authority to aggregate the retail electric load
located in the Township, and for that purpose, enter into services
agreements to facilitate for those loads the sale and purchase of
electricity, such aggregation to occur automatically except where
any person elects to opt out?
____

FOR THE ELECTRIC AGGREGATION PROPOSAL

____

AGAINST THE ELECTRIC AGGREGATION PROPOSAL

The Fiscal Officer of this Board is instructed to immediately file a certified
copy of this Resolution and the proposed form of the ballot question with
the Trumbull County Board of Elections not less than ninety (90) days prior
to the election. The Aggregation Program shall not take effect unless
approved by a majority of the electors voting upon this Resolution and the
Aggregation Program provided for herein at the election held pursuant to
this Section 2 and Section 4928.20, Ohio Revised Code.
Section 3: Upon approval of a majority of the electors voting at the
election provided for in Section 2 of this Resolution, this Board, individually
or jointly with any other political subdivision, may develop a plan of
operation and governance for the Aggregation Program.
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Before adopting such plan, this Board shall hold at least two public hearings
on the plan. Before the first hearing, notice of the hearings shall be
published once a week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Township. The notice shall summarize the plan and state
the date, time and place of each hearing. No plan adopted by this Board
shall aggregate the electric load of any electric load center within the
Township unless it, in advance, clearly discloses to the person owning,
occupying, controlling, or using the load center that the person will be
enrolled automatically in the Aggregation Program and will remain so
enrolled unless the person affirmatively elects by a stated procedure not to
be so enrolled. The disclosure shall state prominently the rates, charges, and
other terms and conditions, of enrollment. The stated procedure shall allow
any person enrolled in the Aggregation Program the opportunity to opt- out
of the program at least every three years, without paying a switching fee.
Any such person that opts out of the Aggregation Program pursuant to the
state procedure shall default to the standard service offer provided under
Section 4928.14 or division (D) of Section 4928.35, Ohio Revised Code
until the person chooses an alternative supplier.
Section 4: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of
this Board concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were
adopted in an open meeting of this Board and that the deliberations of this
Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in
meetings open to the public, incompliance with all legal requirements
including section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride – yes Mr. Blair - yes
Motion carried.

15-111
Natural gas
Aggregation

Mr. Gerberry – yes

Mr. McBride made motion to adopt A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ALL
ACTIONS NECESSARY TO EFFECT A GOVERNMENTAL NATURAL
GAS AGGREGATION PROGRAM WITH OPT-OUT PROVISIONS
PURSUANT TO SECTION 4929.26, OHIO REVISED CODE, DIRECTING
THE TRUMBULL COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTION TO SUBMIT A
BALLOT QUESTION TO THE ELECTORS OF WEATHERSFIELD
TOWNSHIP.
WHEREAS, the Ohio Legislature has enacted natural gas deregulation
legislation which authorizes the legislative authorities of municipal
corporations, townships and counties to aggregate automatically, pursuant to
Section 4929.26 of the Ohio Revised Code, subject to opt-out provisions, the
retail natural gas service located in the respective jurisdictions and to enter
into service agreements to facilitate the sale of the natural gas loads; and
WHEREAS, such legislative authorities may exercise such authority jointly
with any other legislative authorities;
WHEREAS, governmental aggregation provides an opportunity for residential
and small business customers collectively to participate in the potential
benefits of natural gas deregulation through lower natural gas rates which they
would not otherwise be able to have individually;
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WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Weathersfield Township seeks to
establish a governmental aggregation program with opt-out provisions
pursuant to Section 4929.26, Ohio Revised Code (the “Aggregation
Program”), for the residents, businesses and other natural gas consumers in
Weathersfield Township and in conjunction jointly with any other municipal
corporation, township, county or other political subdivision of the State of
Ohio, as permitted by law.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF WEATHERSFIELD TOWNSHIP, TRUMBULL COUNTY, STATE OF
OHIO:
SECTION 1. This Board finds and determines that it is in the best interest of
Weathersfield Township, Trumbull County, OH, its residents, businesses and
other natural gas consumers located within the corporate limits of the
Township to establish a natural gas Aggregation Program in the Township.
Provided that the Aggregation Program is approved by the electors of
Weathersfield Township, OH pursuant to Section 2 of this Resolution,
Weathersfield Township, OH is hereby authorized to aggregate in accordance
with Section 4929.26, Ohio Revised Code, the retail natural gas loads located
within the Township, and, for that purpose, to enter into service agreements to
facilitate for those loads the sale and purchase of natural gas. The Township
may exercise such authority jointly with any other municipal corporation,
township or county or other political subdivision of the State of Oho to the full
extent permitted by law. The aggregation will occur automatically for each
person owning, occupying, controlling, or using natural gas proposed to be
aggregated and will provide for the opt-out rights described in Section 3 of
this Resolution.
SECTION 2. The Board of Elections of Trumbull County is hereby directed
to submit the following question to the electors of Weathersfield Township,
Trumbull County, OH at the general election on November 3, 2015. The
Aggregation Program shall not take effect unless approved by a majority of
the electors voting upon this issue at the election held pursuant to this
resolution and Section 4929.26 of the Ohio Revised Code.
The form of the ballot to be used in the November 3, 2015, election shall be
substantially as follows:
Shall Weathersfield Township, Trumbull County, OH have the authority to
aggregate the retail natural gas loads located in the Township, and for that
purpose, enter into service agreements to facilitate for those loads the sale and
purchase of natural gas, such aggregation to occur automatically except where
any person elects to opt out?
____ FOR THE GAS AGGREGATION PROPOSAL
____

AGAINST THE GAS AGGREGATION PROPOSAL

The Fiscal Officer of Weathersfield Township, OH is instructed immediately
to file a certified copy of this Resolution and the proposed form of the ballot
question with the Trumbull County Board of Elections not less than ninety
(90) days prior to November 3, 2015. The Aggregation Program shall not
take effect unless approved by a majority of the electors voting upon this
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Resolution and the Aggregation Program provided for herein at the election
held pursuant to this Section 2 and Section 4929.26 of the Ohio Revised Code.
SECTION 3. Upon the approval of a majority of the electors voting at the
election provided for in Section 2 of this Resolution, this Board, individually
or jointly with any other political subdivision, shall develop a plan of
operation and governance for the Aggregation Program. Before adopting such
plan, this Board shall hold at least two public hearings on the plan. Before the
first hearing, notice of the hearings shall be published once a week for two
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township.
The notice shall summarize the plan and state the date, time, and location of
each hearing. No plan adopted by this Board shall aggregate the natural gas
of any natural gas customer within the Township unless it in advance clearly
discloses to the person owning, occupying, controlling, or using the natural
gas that the person will be enrolled automatically in the Aggregation Program
and will remain so enrolled unless the person affirmatively elects by a stated
procedure not to be so enrolled. The disclosure shall state prominently the
rates, charges, and other terms and conditions of enrollment. The stated
procedure shall allow any person enrolled in the Aggregation Program the
opportunity to opt out of the program every two years without paying a
switching fee. Any such person that opts out of the Aggregation Program
pursuant to the stated procedure shall default to the natural gas company
providing distribution service for the person’s retail natural gas load until the
person chooses an alternative supplier.
SECTION 4. This Board of Trustees finds and determines that all formal
actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this
Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Board and that all
deliberations of this Board and of any committees that resulted in those formal
actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride – yes Mr. Blair - yes
Motion carried.

Mr. Gerberry – yes

15-112
Mr. Blair made a motion to adopt a RESOLUTION PROPOSING THE
Moratorium HONORABLE JOHN R. KASICH, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
Injection wells OHIO, TO DECLARE A MORATORIUM OF NEW INJECTION WELLS
IN TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO, and declaring an emergency.
WHEREAS, on May 20, 2015, the Board of Trumbull County Commissioners
hosted a joint meeting with Commissioners from Ashtabula County,
Mahoning County, Portage County, Stark County, Meigs County, Morrow
County, the Trumbull County Township Trustees Association Committee, the
Ashtabula County Township Trustees Association Committee, and the general
public to discuss legislative and regulatory reform initiatives for restoration of
certain local government controls over Class II injection wells; and
WHEREAS, concerns were expressed regarding the context of legislative and
regulatory reforms impacting the health, safety, and welfare of area residents
including, without limitation, protection of local infrastructure, fresh water
supplies, and property values; and
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WHEREAS, Trumbull County is leading the State in the number of injection
wells and 75% of the waste being transported into our area is from out of
state. In Ohio, Class II injection wells are loosely regulated and not monitored
for contaminant migration; and
WHEREAS, authority to implement local controls through zoning resolutions
or otherwise was negatively impacted in 2004 after HB 278 was passed.
Unintended consequences of that legislation include the proliferation of a
disparate number of Class II injection wells in rural townships, villages and
cities in Ohio’s Appalachian counties and other mostly rural counties; and
WHEREAS, these consequences include unfunded burdens on our local
government infrastructure, citizens’ concerns regarding their health and
safety, and the anticipated long term devaluation of real property values,
financial loss to property owners, and tax base dilution; and
WHEREAS, the process known as “salt water injection’ used to deposit
brine/toxic waste under extreme pressure in wells several thousands of feet, as
well as shallow injection wells, has been alleged to pollute water aquifers and
trigger seismic activity. Further, Ohio has faced unusual seismic activity; and
WHEREAS, the Weathersfield Township Trustees requests the State of Ohio
to contribute part of the license and permit fees for these wells to Trumbull
County to help defray the costs incurred by local governments including,
without limitation, to local fire, police, HAZMAT, highway, and other
impacts to local infrastructure.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WEATHERSFIELD
TOWNSHIP TRUSTESS, TRUMBULL COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, that:
The Fiscal Officer shall send a certified copy of this Resolution
Section I.
to the Honorable John R. Kasich, Governor of the State of Ohio, Chief James
Zehringer of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and Craig Butler,
Director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
Section II.
The Weathersfield Township Trustees, Trumbull County, Ohio
hereby joins the ranks of the Board of Trumbull County Commissioners, all
other County Commissioners, Township Associations and Municipalities
opposed to the injection of toxic oil and gas waste and to the permitting of
additional Class II injection wells due to known and unknown risks and to the
harm industrial dumping allegedly inflicts on Ohio communities.
Section III.
The passage of this Resolution and all deliberations relating to
the passage of this Resolution were held in open meetings in accordance with
the provisions of Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.
Section IV. This Resolution is considered to be an emergency measure for
the purpose of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the residents of
Weathersfield Township, Trumbull County, Ohio in light of the issues relating
to injection wells within the Township and Trumbull County, and shall take
effect, and be in full legal force and effect, at the earliest time allowed by law.
Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride – yes
Motion carried.

Mr. Gerberry – yes
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15-113

Mr. McBride made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:35 PM to
consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion,
demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride – yes
Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-114

Mr. Blair made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:40 PM.
Mr. McBride seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. Blair – yes
Mr. McBride – yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

15-115
Adjourn

Mr. McBride made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Mr. Blair seconded the motion.
Vote: Mr. McBride – yes Mr. Blair - yes
Mr. Gerberry – yes
Motion carried.

Next Meetings:
Caucus:
Meeting:

Thursday, July 30, 2015 at 8:00 AM
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 at 7:00 PM.
The Trustees open forum begins at 6:15 PM.

Fred R. Bobovnyk, Fiscal Officer

Steven J. Gerberry, Chairman

H. Gilson Blair, Vice-Chairman

Marvin J. McBride, Trustee

