HEBREWS


Letter to the HEBREWS
One of Jesus’ followers wrote the following letter to Jewish people who were already following God’s advice for a better life.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

1 As you know, God created the earth and the entire universe.  Unlike God, they’re just temporary, like clothes that wear out.
In the past, God communicated with people through God’s spokesmen in a variety of ways to help them enjoy a better life, but God eventually chose Jesus to fill that role.  He demonstrated God’s advice better than anyone else, so we respect him more than any of God’s other messengers.  
2 We can’t expect to enjoy a better life if we ignore the advice God’s messengers shared with us.  God has done a lot of amazing things for those who follow God’s advice, so we should try hard to follow it.
One of God’s spokesmen indicated long ago that God didn’t just give responsibility to God’s messengers to shape the future of the world.  God gave that responsibility to everyone, but a lot of people are afraid to risk their lives to follow God’s advice.  We highly respect Jesus for allowing himself to be executed to demonstrate that we shouldn’t fear death and to encourage us to take the risk.  
3 So those of you who are trying to follow God’s advice should respect Jesus and Moses.  But you should respect Jesus more because he’s helping God establish a new society.  As you know, Moses was instrumental in conveying God’s advice to future generations, but Jesus is actually helping us follow it so we can enjoy a better life.
One of God’s spokesmen reminded people long ago not to ssenior following God’s advice, as our ancestors did after Moses led them out of captivity in Egypt.  God was so disappointed with their attitude and behavior during their 40 years in the desert that God told them they wouldn’t enjoy a better life without following God’s advice.  Make sure this doesn’t happen to you.  Encourage each other every day to follow God’s advice, even if it means giving your life, as Jesus did. 
4 We’re concerned that some of you may not experience the better life God promised.  As you know, God created our awesome world in six days, but the people in the desert didn’t enjoy life as God intended because they refused to follow God’s advice.  If God’s spokesman Joshua had succeeded in leading them to a better life, our famous leader David wouldn’t have needed to encourage their descendants to follow God’s advice.
So if we want to enjoy a better life, we must try hard to follow God’s advice, which helps us improve our attitude and behavior better than a sharp sword can cut through tendons and bones.  We should follow the example of Jesus, who was tempted to stop following God’s advice but didn’t give in.  God is ready and willing to help us whenever we need it.
5 As you know, our religious leaders assist others in making offerings to God to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.  Since they don’t follow it completely themselves, they empathize with others when they make their own offerings to God.
Our religious leaders don’t appoint themselves to their respected position.  They’re selected by God, as Aaron was long ago.  The same is the case with God’s special messenger, Jesus.  God chose him to be a special religious leader like Melchizedek.  
When Jesus’ life was at risk for following God’s advice, he begged God to spare him.  But he was willing to die to demonstrate the extent to which those of us who follow God’s advice should go to help others enjoy a better life.
You’re like infants who drink milk before they learn to eat solid food.  You need to learn how to follow God’s advice yourselves before you can help others follow it.
6 God wants us to make progress in following Jesus’ example, so we shouldn’t keep discussing the basics, such as being rinsed with water to symbolize our commitment to follow God’s advice.  Those who stop following Jesus’ example, even after they’ve seen how effective it is, make a mockery of his death on a cross.  
As you know, God sends rain to help the land produce useful plants.  But if the land produces weeds, it gets burned.  You’re like the land that produces useful plants because you honor God by caring about others and helping those in need.  We want to encourage you to continue to pattern your life after people who diligently follow God’s advice so you’ll enjoy the better life God promised.

When God promised Abraham a lot of descendants long ago, it eventually happened.  To back up a promise, people often refer to someone greater than themselves.  But no one is greater than God, so when God promises a better life, we can be sure it will happen.  
Jesus encouraged us to follow God’s advice, as the religious leader Melchizedek did long ago.  7  His parents are long gone, so there’s no record of his birth, death or ancestry.  But people will always consider him a great religious leader because he encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life, as his name reflects.  
When Melchizedek commended our ancestor Abraham for trusting God’s promises and defeating his opponents, Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils.  Years later, when Levi and his descendants were chosen to serve as our religious leaders, Abraham’s descendants gave them a tenth of their income.  Since Levi’s great grandfather Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils, in a sense Levi did, too.  This suggests that Melchizedek was a greater religious leader than Levi.
If Levi and his descendants had been more effective in helping others follow God’s advice, there wouldn’t have been a need for another religious leader like Melchizedek.  But it became necessary to expand the leadership beyond Levi’s family.  So God selected Jesus, one of Judah’s descendants, whom Moses hadn’t designated to be religious leaders.  There have been a lot of religious leaders over the years because they all eventually die and are forgotten, but Jesus’ exemplary life will never be matched.  Everyone who follows God’s advice as he did will enjoy a better life.
God initially chose ordinary men to be religious leaders but finally selected Jesus, who followed God’s advice completely.  He’s just what we need.  He doesn’t have to give his own offering every day before he gives the offerings of others to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.  He gave his own life.
8  My point is this.  God provided Jesus to help us follow God’s advice, and he did it better than anyone else.  He made an offering to God, as other religious leaders do, but it wasn’t like their traditional offerings.  They just scratch the surface by symbolizing their commitment to follow God’s advice, using the special tent that God instructed Moses to make long ago.  Jesus demonstrated that we must be much more committed to following God’s advice if we want to enjoy the better life God promised.
If people could enjoy a better life by following God’s advice superficially, there wouldn’t be any need for a deeper commitment.  When our ancestors failed to follow God’s advice after God helped them escape captivity in Egypt, God promised to change their attitude so they wouldn’t have to be persuaded to follow God’s advice.  They would do it willingly when they realize they can enjoy a new and better life.
9  God initially instructed people to use a special tent to express their commitment to follow God’s advice.  In one area of the tent there was a lampstand and a table, where the religious leader laid the bread that was offered to God.  A more restricted area was separated by a curtain.  This area contained a gold-plated table for incense and a gold-plated wooden box.  Inside the box was a gold jar that contained some of the food that God had given the people in the desert long ago.  Also inside the box were God’s advice written on stone and Aaron’s walking stick that had sprouted leaves.  Mounted on the lid of the box were figures with wings that represented God’s messengers.
The religious leaders used the first area of the tent to present offerings to God for themselves and others.  But only the senior leader entered the restricted area once a year to offer animals to symbolize the people’s commitment to follow God’s advice.  Although they gave offerings, refrained from eating and drinking certain things, and observed a lot of other rules, they weren’t very committed to following God’s advice.
Jesus is like the senior religious leader, but instead of offering goats and calves to symbolize his commitment to following God’s advice, he gave his own life.  Sprinkling the blood and ashes of animals on certain things was somewhat effective in motivating people to follow God’s advice, but Jesus’ death was much more effective.  He demonstrated that those who want to enjoy a better life must be willing to risk their lives to follow God’s advice.  
When people make a will, they have to die before it becomes effective.  In a similar way, when some people make a commitment to follow God’s advice, they willingly give up the life of an animal to symbolize their commitment.  Moses initiated this custom long ago when he sprinkled the blood of calves and goats on the special tent and everything inside, including the people and God’s advice written on stone.
But we should indicate our level of commitment to follow God’s advice with more than animal offerings.  Jesus didn’t need to enter the restricted area in the special tent to offer animals every year, as the senior religious leader did.  He gave his own life to demonstrate how committed he was to following God’s advice.  Those of us who hope for a better life should follow his example.
10 The animal offerings that the religious leaders present to God each year aren’t very effective in motivating people to follow God’s advice.  If they were, the religious leaders wouldn’t need to keep offering them year after year.  They just symbolize people’s commitment to follow God’s advice.  When Jesus gave his life to show us how committed we should be, it became clear that he was God’s special messenger.  Since his example is so much more effective than offering animals, there’s really no need to offer them anymore. 
We should have the courage to risk our lives to follow God’s advice, as Jesus did, because God’s promises eventually come true.  So keep encouraging each other to care about others and help those in need instead of being self-centered, as some people are.  The more we follow God’s advice, the sooner we’ll experience the better life God promised.
If we ignore God’s advice, our offerings are meaningless and we can expect terrible consequences.  As you know, when at least two people witnessed someone refusing to follow the advice God gave Moses long ago, that individual was put to death.  The consequences will be even worse for those who belittle Jesus’ kindness toward others and his willingness to die for following God’s advice.  Since their fate will be determined by God, they should be very concerned. 
I’m sure you remember how much you suffered when you and your friends were insulted and harassed for following God’s advice.  You felt sorry for those who were put in prison, but you didn’t mind that your belongings were stolen, because you knew your life would eventually improve.  So don’t be discouraged.  Keep following God’s advice, as we are, so you can experience the better life God promised.    
11 Our ancestors demonstrated long ago that following God’s advice is the only way the world can be restored to the way it was when God originally created it.  
Although Abel died long ago, it’s well known that God was more pleased with his offering than his brother Cain’s, because Abel had followed God’s advice.
Here are several examples of how God rewarded people for following God’s advice long ago.  Instead of letting Enoch die a normal death, God took him directly from earth.  When God warned Noah that a flood would destroy the world, Noah followed God’s advice and built a large boat that saved his family.  
Abraham followed God’s advice when he traveled to the land that God promised his descendants.  His wife Sarah was very old and had been unable to bear children her entire life, but she believed God’s promise that she would have a child.  Although Abraham was also very old, Sarah had a child, and they eventually had lots of descendants, more than the stars in the sky or the grains of sand on the seashore.  
When God asked Abraham to offer his only son Isaac, whom God had promised would produce a lot of descendants, Abraham began to do so.  He knew that God was able to bring people back to life, which God essentially did by providing a sheep as a substitute offering.
Abraham followed God’s advice when he lived in tents with Isaac and Isaac’s son Jacob as temporary residents in the land God promised, waiting for God to establish a new society.  They all died before it became a reality, but God was pleased that they had followed God’s advice.
 Before Isaac died, he asked God to help his sons Jacob and Esau enjoy a prosperous life, and before Jacob died, he did the same for his grandsons.  When his son Joseph was dying, he told his brothers that God would help them leave Egypt, and he asked them to take his body along with them.
Since Moses was a beautiful baby when he was born, his parents refused to obey the Egyptian leader’s order to kill every male Jewish baby.  They trusted God and hid Moses for three months until the Egyptian leader’s daughter found him and pretended that he was her son.  When he was grown, he respected God more than the Egyptian leader, so he decided to stop living a luxurious life.  He left his adopted family and lived with the Jewish people, who suffered for following God’s advice, as Jesus eventually did.  One memorable night, Moses encouraged them to trust God and spread the blood of a lamb above and beside their doorways so God’s messenger wouldn’t kill their firstborn children along with the Egyptians’.  Soon afterward, God enabled them to walk through the Red Sea on dry ground, but the Egyptian army pursuing them drowned in it.  
Years later, the walls surrounding the city of Jericho crumbled when the Jewish people followed God’s advice and walked around it for seven days.  Since Rahab had extended her hospitality to strangers, her life was spared while those who ignored God’s advice were destroyed.
I could give a lot of other examples of people who followed God’s advice:  Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and many of God’s spokesmen.  They defeated hostile nations, subdued lions, put out fires, escaped death, recovered from illness, helped others in need, and enjoyed the outcome of God’s promises.
Some people survived, but others endured torture so they would enjoy a better life later.  Some were so poor that they wore sheep or goat skins for clothing.  Since they were harassed and abused, they lived in the desert, or in caves among the hills.  Some were ridiculed, beaten, and chained in prison.  Others were stoned, sawn in half, or killed with a sword.  Although they followed God’s advice, they didn’t fully experience the better life God promised, which we’ll all eventually enjoy together. 
12 As you can see, a lot of people have followed God’s advice over the years, so we should try hard to do the same.  Jesus is our best example because he let himself be executed on a cross instead of pursuing his own pleasure.  That’s why we respect him more than any of God’s other messengers.  You should be encouraged when you compare your situation to his, because you haven’t been killed for following God’s advice, as he was.  
You should be glad that God corrects you when you fail to follow God’s advice, because that shows that God cares about you.  Parents do the same with their children.  If God didn’t correct you, you would think that God doesn’t care.  It’s not pleasant to be corrected, but it helps us follow God’s advice better.  We respected our parents and followed their advice while growing up, but now we must follow God’s advice if we hope to enjoy a better life.  
Try hard to get along with others so they’ll realize that God cares about them.  Don’t ignore God’s advice, as Esau did when he traded his inheritance to his younger brother for a meal.  As you know, Esau later begged his father for his inheritance, but his father had already given it to his brother.

When God gave advice to Moses, God told him that if anyone touched the smoke-covered mountain, they would be stoned to death.  As he related this to the people, they were so frightened that they asked him not to let God speak directly to them.   
You’re part of a community that strives to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  His death has a much greater impact than Abel’s in motivating others to follow God’s advice.  God caused an earthquake long ago and promised to do it again so we’ll realize that material things are not as important as caring about others, which is how we show our respect for God.
13 So you should continue to care about others and extend your hospitality to strangers, because some of them have been God’s messengers.  Help people who are in prison, as you would like them to help you if you were there.  Respect those who are faithful to their spouses, because God is disappointed with those who aren’t.  Follow the example of those who’ve shared and followed God’s advice, especially Jesus.  God has promised to help us when we’re in need, so we should depend on God instead of material things and not be afraid of what others might do to us.  
Don’t follow advice that contradicts God’s.  Some people won’t eat the animals whose blood they’ve given to the religious leader to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.  You should be more concerned about helping others in need than about what kind of food you eat.  We should thank God for Jesus’ exemplary life and be willing to die on a cross for following God’s advice, as Jesus did, so the new world we’ve been looking forward to can become a reality.  
God is pleased when you help each other.  Follow your leaders’ instruction so their efforts to help you follow God’s advice will be enjoyable and effective.
I’ve written this letter to encourage you to follow God’s advice and help others in need, as Jesus did.  God keeps the memory of Jesus alive and he’ll always be respected for devoting his life to that endeavor.
Ask God to help us follow God’s advice and to make it possible for me to visit you soon.  Our friend Timothy has recently been released from prison.  If he arrives soon, I’ll bring him along.
Please greet everyone who is following God’s advice there, especially the leaders.  The people here in Italy send their greetings.






Sincerely,






(anonymous)
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