
 

SPECIAL DATES: 

• December 1 Loving 
Hands Food Prep 
1:30pm 

• December 2 Hanging of 
the Greens During 
Community Connec-
tions 6PM 

• December 6 Commun-
ion & Food Pantry Sun-
day 

• December 11 Prepare 
Christmas Baskets 9AM 

• December 11 Deliver 
Christmas Baskets 1pm 
and 5pm 

• December 11 Hanson/
Moran Wedding Re-
hearsal 4pm 

• December 12 Deliver 
Christmas Baskets 1pm 
and 5pm 

• December 12 Hanson/
Moran Wedding noon-
5pm 

• December 15 Loving 
Hands Food Prep 
1:30PM 

• December 18 Parish 
Visitor Deadline 8am 

• December 20 Trustees  
6PM  

• December 20 Finance  
6:45PM 

• December 20 Ad Coun-
cil  7:30PM 

• December 24 Christmas 
Eve Services 7pm and 
11pm 

• December 24-25 Office 
Closed for Christmas 
  

 
 

“What If Christmas Is Ruined?” 
“Death Takes a Holiday” is from season 9 of the classic television show 

M.A.S.H. The episode takes place during the Korean War and centers 

around a U.S. soldier who is shot in the head on Christmas Day by a sniper. 

The wounded soldier is brought to the M.A.S.H. unit where Hawkeye, B.J. 

and Margaret try to save his life. After Margaret finds a picture of the sol-

dier's wife and family in his personal effects, B.J. becomes determined to 

keep him alive long enough so that "his kids won't have to think of Christ-

mas as the day their daddy died." Despite their best efforts, the soldier dies 

shortly before midnight. However, the medical team is undeterred and keeps 

working on him, refusing to ruin Christmas for the soldier’s family. Finally, 

they declare him dead on December 26.  

There’s lots of things that can ruin Christmas, and this year, the corona-

virus seems bent on ruining Christmas. Our congregation had already come 

to grips with not having a Christmas dinner or a cantata or even singing car-

ols together during worship. But now with in-person worship suspended 

through December 13, the specter of no in-person worship on Christmas Eve 

seems like a very real, though unwelcome, possibility. As pastor, I’ve asked 

myself, “What if Christmas is ruined?” 

Thankfully, there have been times when Christmas appeared to be ru-

ined, but in the midst of ruination, creative people made the most of their 

circumstances.  

I once heard the story of a young man whose father lost his job before 

Christmas. With little if any money, it looked like Christmas was ruined. 

But the innovative father went to an appliance story and was given several 

large stove and refrigerator boxes. The father decorated the boxes and cut 

windows and doors in them, turning them into a village for his gleeful chil-

dren. Years later, his children said it was their “best Christmas ever.” They 

made the most of Christmas, despite their circumstances. 

Christmas certainly appeared to be ruined in 1914: the nation, indeed, 

almost the entire world was engulfed in World War I. Nonetheless, all along 

the Western Front German and British soldiers famously began serenading 

each other with Christmas carols from their trenches. In some places, sol-

diers from opposing sides of the battlefield cautiously approached one an-

other and began sharing Christmas gifts with their enemies: cigarettes and  

                                                                        (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1)  chocolates and playing cards. They made the most of Christmas, despite 

their circumstances. 

As it turns out, Jesus is no stranger to ruined Christmases, for the Christmas story isn’t just about 

mangers and angels and shepherds. It’s also about Eastern foreigners following a star to the Holy Land. 

Stopping in Jerusalem—the logical place to stop—they unwittingly tip off a jealous king, telling him 

that another King had just been born. They continue on to Bethlehem, pay homage to Jesus, and then 

return home by a different route. Likewise, Jesus’ family slips away safely to Egypt, leaving an enraged 

Herod who orders the murder of all infant boys in Bethlehem. There’s no “making the most of their cir-

cumstances.” There was only “Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted.” Inno-

cents had died. Christmas was ruined. However, God preserved that story next to the story of the adora-

tion of the magi to remind us that Christ is found even amidst our ruined Christmases. God never 

shrinks away from the disasters of our lives. In fact, that’s what Christ’s Incarnation is all about.  

Sometimes we make the most of our ruined Christmases. Other times we can’t even do that. But al-

ways, Christ is beside us, even in the midst of our ruination.  

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Dave 

As a United Methodist Church, our worship is shaped by the Word of God. To that end, we often follow 
the Revised Common Lectionary which suggests four scripture lessons for each week. Here are the scrip-
tures which are suggested for each Sunday this month. Please read them as part of your devotions in or-
der to prepare your hearts for worship, whether in-person, on the radio, or on Facebook. 

Sunday, December 6, Second Sunday of Advent 

We are in the midst of Advent, and the scriptures anticipate the coming of Christ. Scriptures will include 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; and Mark 1:1-8.  

Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday of Advent 

Scriptures include Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 and John 1:6-8, 19-28.  

Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Hopefully, we will be able to host in-person worship today and for the rest of the month. However, that 
determination won’t be made until mid-December by our Bishop and Cabinet. Regardless of the out-
come, you will be notified via Call-‘Em-All and Facebook. Scriptures include 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 
1:46-55; Romans 16:25-27 and Luke 1:26-38.   

Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve  

Services will be held at 7 pm and 11 pm. If we are permitted to hold in-person worship, an additional ser-
vice will be added on Wednesday or earlier on Thursday to provide a safe environment for everyone. 
Scriptures include Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; and Luke 2:1-20 

Sunday, December 27, First Sunday after Christmas 

Scriptures include Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; and Luke 2:22-40. 

 

Connecting with the Word 
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• Make Monetary Donations 

• Help organize supplies Dec. 9th at 1:00 PM 

• Prepare the Holiday Baskets Dec. 11th at 9:00 PM 

• Deliver Dec 11th or Dec 12th at 1:00 or 5:00 PM 

AUMC  

Christmas  

Baskets  

We will share our blessings with others in need of Christmas Cheer with  

our Holiday Food Baskets. 

The food baskets will be prepared on Friday December 11th at 9:00 AM in the basement  
Activity Room where we can socially distance and safely fill the boxes.   

 

The prepared boxes will then be delivered on Friday, December 11th and Saturday, December 12th 
at either 1:00 or 5:00 PM 

We will not be baking cookies at church on December 8th, but you can help organize  
the food to be packed on December 9th at 1:00 PM. 

 

How can YOU help? 

Special Observances in December  
    Bet you didn’t know that December is Hi Neighbor Month! What about Read 
a New Book Month? Safe Toy Month? Write to a Friend Month? Bingo 
Month? In addition, here are some special days in December: The 1st-  Eat a 
Red Apple Day, the 2nd- National Fritters Day, the 3rd- Roof over Your Head 
Day, the 4th- Wear Brown Shoes Day, the 5th- Bathtub Party Day, the 6th- Put 
on your own Shoes Day, the 7th- Pearl Harbor Day, the 8th- Brownie Day, the 
9th- Pastry Day, the 10th- Human Rights Day, the 11th- Noodle Ring Day, the 
12th- Ding-a-Ling Day, the 13th- Violin Day, the 14th- Bouillabaisse Day, the 
15th- Lemon Cupcake Day, the 16th- Go Caroling Day, the 17th- Maple Syrup 
Day, the 18th- Bake Cookies Day, the 19th- Look for an Evergreen Day, the 
20th- Chocolate Covered Anything Day, the 21st- Look on the Bright Side Day, 
the 22nd- Date Nut Bread Day, the 23rd- Festivus (for the rest of us!) Day, the 
24th- Egg Nog Day, the 25th- The Birthday of Christ, the 26th- Boxing Day, 
the 27th- Make Cut-Out Snowflakes Day, the 28th- Card Playing Day, the 29th- 
Pepper Pot Day, the 30st- National Bicarbonate of Soda Day, the 31st- New 
Year's Eve.  



 

 

 
Stewardship Matters 

I would like to take this opportunity to mention three stewardship matters. First, we are nearing the end 
of the year and we want to be sure that we meet all of our financial obligations for 2020. Our treasurers, 
Denise Patterson and Dwight Reynolds, are concerned that we may end the year with a shortfall of 
$10,000 to $20,000. However, I suspect that many of you remember the church in a special way at the 
end of the year. If so, please try to do so by Friday, December 10. That’s because the following week of 
Sunday, December 13, someone from our Finance Team will send out a Call-‘Em-All which will update 
you of our financial status. I am informing you now so you won’t be surprised when the call comes to 
you. Hopefully, the call will bring you good news.  

The second stewardship matter concerns our Capital Campaign. Over the past three years, we’ve re-
ceived pledges toward five projects. With the installation of our beautiful new stained-glass windows, 
three of those projects are now complete. However, we still need funding for the renovation of our chan-
cel. Sometime in the next few weeks, you will receive a letter from our Capital Campaign Committee 
which will give you the opportunity to participate in that project. I am informing you now so you won’t 
be surprised when the letter comes to you.  

Finally, every January we receive pledges for the coming year. Your pledge will support the general min-
istries of Aledo UMC and is an important part of your spiritual discipline. Once again, you will receive a 
letter in the mail in early January. I am informing you now, so you won’t be surprised when the letter ar-
rives in your mailbox. 

I realize that three financial appeals in such a short time can be a little overwhelming, especially in these 
difficult times. That’s why I wanted to give you this opportunity to prayerfully and wisely seek the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit to discern what your part might 
be. I, along with the leadership of Aledo UMC, will be in 
prayer with you. 

Connecting People to Christ with you, 
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Call-Em-All 

   Did you know that your church has a notification service named 
Call-Em-All? We use it to notify church members, both through 
automated phone calls and/or text messages, of a variety of 
things. Do YOU get texts and/or phone calls from Call-Em-All? 
If not, would you LIKE to? Whether you are a committee mem-
ber, a member of a group like United Methodist Men or Women 
or you would like to receive all-church news or prayer requests, 
Call-Em-All can help keep you informed. If you are not currently 
receiving Call-Em-All notifications or would like to receive more 
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  New/Current 

Bible Studies 

All Bible Studies are 

cancelled at this 

time due to Covid 19 

Mitigations. We will 

share  

information as we 

receive it.  
 

 

     KNIT, CROCHET, PRAY 

     The Knit, Crochet, Pray ministry continues, with the stitching done 
at home and the finished blankets brought to the church. Approxi-
mately 40 baby/car seat and youth blankets have been knitted and cro-
cheted and donated to the Mercer County Crisis Center. 

     We invite all who would like to knit and crochet blankets at home 
for donation to join this wonderful mission. All size blankets are wel-
come, from car seat blanket size to twin bed afghan size. All the cli-
ents at the Mercer County Crisis Center are gifted with a blanket at 
Christmastime, so we welcome your donations! 

AUMC Food Ministry During  
Current Church Building Closure 

Starting Thursday, December 3, 2020, we will have a 
curbside food distribution on Thursdays 9 – 11 AM for 
our church family and their friends and neighbors who 
are in need of food during the time that our church build-
ing is closed due to state restrictions.  

We are following our United Methodist Church Bishop’s 
guidelines to suspend church services, but maintain so-
cial services as needed. 

This weekly food distribution will temporarily replace 
the availability of our Caring Hearts frozen food and 
food packs. 

Ruth Dulaney, Nurturing & Outreach Team Leader 

Thank you! 
I’d like to express my most sincere thanks to you for your 
generosity to Fellowship of Christian Athletes. As we roll 
through the challenges brought on by Covid-19, we do so with 
great joy. You are a part of that because of your cheerful giv-
ing and prayers.  

Forever. Eternal. There’s great peace in that, I’m sure you 
agree. Thanks again for fueling that with your generosity with 
the purchase of Bibles by your United Methodist Men group. 
We are grateful. We praise God! 

In Christ, 

Dan Pearson 

NW Illinois FCA Multi-area Director 
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Church  
Website 

      Have you looked at your church’s website? If not, go to 
www.myaledoumc.com and see what’s going on! Not only can 
you see the “basics” about the Aledo United Methodist Church, 
you can find the most current church calendar. Also, the month-
ly newsletter can be found on our website. Stop by and check it 
out! 

How is our church doing financially? 
Considering all of the current issues with the pandemic our church is doing fairly well but we still need your help. 
As of the end of October we owe $10,527 in conference claims.  This is two and one half months of conference 
claims.  You may remember that the Illinois Great Rivers Conference provided our church a loan when the pandem-
ic started in the amount of $5,007. This loan will be forgiven if we are able to pay 100% of this year’s conference 
obligations.  If our giving stays the same for the remainder of the year, we could be short up to $20,000 at year end 
of paying all of the church’s obligations. 

AT-HOME SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

Sunday School packets for at-home 
study are available. These packets 
are for children/students pre-school 
aged through 12th grade. Please 
email Kathleen at kath-
leen@myaledoumc.com to get your 
At-Home Sunday School packets. 

 

The United Methodist Men will not meet in 
December. Please join us on January 18, 2021. 

 What can we do about this? 
Our church is totally funded by our members and friends so it is up to each one of us individually and all of us 

together who make up this great church to solve the problem. We can’t depend on someone else to take care of 

this!   We’ve done it before and we can do it again.  If you are behind on you pledge or your usual gifts please 

help us by catching up as best you can. If you are up to date on your pledge, please consider giving an extra gift as 

God has blessed you.  Experience shows us that in order to raise enough funds to catch up and continue to fully 

fund the rest of the year, we will need some larger donations such as $100, $500, $1,000 and $2,500.  Please pray 

about this and we thank each one of you for what you are doing to keep our church financially stable. 

mailto:kathleen@myaledoumc.com
mailto:kathleen@myaledoumc.com
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SECOND SUNDAY SPECIAL – on the third Sunday this month! 

Due to Tier 3 Covid Mitigations and Bishop Beard’s order for no in-person meetings until after Decem-
ber 13, our next “Second Sunday Special” will be held on the third Sunday of the month, December 20. 
We will meet at 4:30 pm in the sanctuary for snacks and a movie! All junior high and high school stu-
dents are welcome – bring a friend! 

We had a great second, Second Sunday Special!  On Sunday, November 8 we had a wonderful time 
watching “The Princess Bride” in the sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. “Inconceivable!” “I do 
not think that word means what you think it means.”  Thank you to Joanne Harris for your help and Ab-
by and Sara Blaser for the chips! We all had fun! “As you wish!”  

ODD JOBS LIST 

Do you have an odd job that needs to be done? Leaf raking? Snow shoveling? Pet sitting? Cake baking? 
We may have the solution for you! Our mission kids are available for hire!  Services are by donation and 
arranged through the parents and student. Payment is given to Kathleen and credited to the student’s ac-
count. For a list of available students, please call Deb in the office or Kathleen, 582-2169. 

Thank you for helping our missioners get to Indianapolis! 

MISSION TRIP/CAMP STATUS MEETING 

The next mission trip/camp status meeting will be Sunday, December 20 at 4:15 pm (right before the 
movie).  All students going on the mission trip or to camp need to be in attendance. We will be discuss-
ing fundraiser updates and future important dates. Come for the meeting, stay for the movie! Thank 
you!  

HOT CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER – THANK 
YOU! 

Thank you, Christy Bender, Ruth Dulaney, Nicole 
Taylor and Sara Blaser, for helping our youth make 
the hot chocolate mix. Thank you to all who helped to 
sell the mix at the Mini-Bazaars. Finally, thank you to 
all of you who bought our hot chocolate mix. Your 
purchases have helped our youth to fund the mission 
trip to Indianapolis in July and to camp this summer. 
We appreciate you and all you do to strengthen our 
youths in Christ! 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

We continue our Wednesday Night programming – Community Connections! 

We have concluded “The Beatitudes: A Study for All Ages” and are now in the Advent Season! Join us 
at 6 pm Wednesday, December 2, 9 and 16 on Facebook Live as we learn and celebrate together!  Don’t 
miss this fun and sacred time with your AUMC family! 
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DECEMBER  

ANNIVERSARIES 

THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

UM Women 

Golden Age Birthdays 

12/07– Renee Forber 
12/07– Marge Lloyd 
12/08– Verla Thompson 
 

Alicia/cancer 

Amelia/breast cancer 

Kara B/health 

Phyllis Batson/eye issues 

Bishop Beard/eyesight 

Genniene Billiet/cancer 

John Blick family 

Bob Bocox/cancer 

Marie Burrell & daughter 

Julia Cirks/cancer 

Jim Dellitt 

Dick & Bev/Lange’s friends 

Jim Droste 

Jimmy Dutton/kidney donor 

Lauren Eggen/cancer 

Rich & Sonjia Fell/health 

Don Franks 

Carol Freeman/cancer 

CJ Friedel 

Gail/chemo & radiation 

Gary healing 

Gildea family/missionaries 

Gloria/cancer 

Karen Greer 

Jim Hanson/cancer 

Gerri Harmon/healing 

Pam Heath 

Mercer County Schools 

Administration, Teachers, Students 
and Staff 

National and Local Governmental 
Leaders 

Parker Hopkins/2yrs/cancer 

Jackson/CP 

Janet Jenson/cancer 

Terry Jones/cancer 

John Karwath/cancer 

Lisa Kash 

Byron Keating family 

Everett Kerres/3 yrs/health 

Chad King/brain tumor 

Sandra Lanteau 

Jo Lawson family 

Jon Lee/cancer 

Nadine Liby 

John Line family 

Lisa/cancer 

Bill & Marcia Loving/health 

Ella & Chuck Luallen 

Maddie/3yrs old/cancer 

Eric Matich/6yrs/leukemia 

Marcia/cancer 

Baby Wes McEwen 

Melanie 

Connie Midkiff/healing 

Linda Morrow 

Jody Newton/cancer 

Pauline Noble 

Joel Noe/health 

Harold Ott/health 

Perry/cancer 

Sharon Peterson/healing 

Pastor Chuck Reynolds 

Barb Runyon/health 

Family of Jim Runyon 

Andy Rutledge/cancer 

Roger S/cancer 

Carole & Ron Schmidt 

Pastor Dave & Candice/loss 
of father Leigh Leach 

Jack Schultz & parents/
decisions 

Sharon/stem cell transplant 

Lucas Smith/blood disorder 

Mike Sponsler 

Amy Studer/healing 

Sydney/healing 

Joe Thibedoux/lymphoma 

Father Theiryoung/health 

George Unsworth/health 

Rebecca Weihler/brain tumor 

Marsha Whitman/cancer 

Dick Zimmermann 

Brandy Young/cancer 

Brookstone residents 

Shut-ins/Nursing Home resi-
dents 

The deadline for the next  
Parish Visitor is  

Thursday, December 18 @ 8am. 
Please have all articles submitted  

by this date! 

Military & families 

All ill/in hospitals 

Our world leaders 

Our Church/congregation 

Those suffering from depression 

Marriages 

Coronavirus patients 

Our denomination/peace 

Our country/world  

Equality for all persons 

Safety for our police officers 

Victims of fires & storms 

 

12/02/1972– Neil & Pam Truman 
12/07/1991– Tim & Jennifer Thompson 
12/22/1973– Charles & Connie Thomas 
12/27/1996– John & Angela DeBlock 
12/31/1949– Charles & Ella Luallen 
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     THE BEATITUDES: A STUDY FOR ALL AGES – MANY THANKS! 

“When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” -- Matthew 5:1-3 

A big thank you to all who helped with “The Beatitudes: A Study For All Ages,” and all of you who at-
tended in person and on Facebook. 

A special thank you to Candice, the bee who “can dance!” I hope we see you in the new year! 

 

Holiday Mini Bazaars 
Thank You 

A HUGE thank you to all who donated money, prepared food, made craft items, 
worked at the UMW Mini Bazaars, set up or cleaned up the Fellowship Room, 

and served in any way at our first Holiday Mini Bazaars.   We connected many to 
Jesus Christ through our love and fellowship.  We had many compliments on the 
new format. The event was very successful thanks to all of you!  Our profits will 
be distributed to our local Food Pantry, Mercer County Crisis Center and our 

AUMC 2021 Youth Mission Trip or Camp. 

UMW Holiday Mini Bazaar Team 

ARE YOU READY FOR A STORY? 

Do you have a small person in your life that loves 
stories? Do YOU like to listen to stories? Join Kath-
leen every Tuesday morning for “Are You Ready 
for a Story?” Kathleen shares stories from Franklin, 
Patricia Polacco, Jan Brett and others with seasonal 
stories and stories to warm your heart. Set your de-
vice notifications to alert you to the live Facebook 
broadcast on the Aledo United Methodist Church 
Facebook page. Can’t watch it live? Catch the rec-
orded replay on the AUMC Facebook page, under 
the video tab. 

Thank you 
Candice and I would like to express our appreci-
ation to each and every one of you who reached 
out to us as we celebrated the life of her father, 
Leigh Leach, who died on November 9. God 
bless you for your kindness.  

Pastor Dave and Candice 
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Aledo United  

Methodist Church 

301 N. College Ave 

6:00 PM – Casual Mid-Week Community Church  

Service and Interactive Bible Study for All Ages 

5:15 PM Meal – Discontinued during Current 

“No Inside Dining” Restrictions. 

Our Conference Our Kids 
In 2017 our Annual Conference officially launched a campaign to raise money for the spiritual care of the 
five welfare agencies in the conference,  The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Les-
sie Bates David Neighborhood House and the United Methodist Children’s Home which is now called 
Speedo Family Services.  As you can imagine the pandemic has hit the agencies just like all of us. We 
have had to change how we thrive in these times.  This campaign has been on my heart for quite awhile 
and I am asking for your help to send a contribution from our church this year.  With all that has gone on 
in our church since 2017, I haven’t felt it was the right time to ask our church to support this ministry until 
now.  I am one of your lay leaders who attend Annual Conference and each of these agencies report, tell-
ing us what they are doing and have accomplished during the year.  They are really very valuable re-
sources to our state.  They help and support the most vulnerable 
souls that really do need help and need to know our Amazing 
Lord and Savior.  Please take time to pray about this and see 
what the Lord would put on your heart about what or whether 
to give to Our kids!  Whether you can give or not, please pray 
for these children who are in need of love, and these agencies 
as they are the hands and feet of God to love and care for them. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Susie Kenney 

Connections 

The 6 PM December Programing will be available 
on Facebook only, no in-person attendance. 
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Final Score: 

Operation Christmas Child: 181 

COVID19 Pandemic: 0 

This year’s challenge was certainly different, but the result was the same: God’s love wins!! Yes, even 
though a raging pandemic threatened the prospects of this year’s mission, your loving kindness result-
ed in the collection of 181 boxes. One word comes to mind…”amazing”.  Honestly, we did not know 
what kind of total to expect this year.  That’s why there was never a posted goal. We hoped, prayed, 
and put our trust in God that…somehow….we would be able to fill a “respectable” amount of boxes.  
However, I don’t think anyone on our committee thought that we would be able to reach a total similar 
to years past. 

As stated many times in the past, there is always a fear that this mission may suffer due to all the com-
petition for funds.  Throw in a global pandemic and you have a recipe for disaster.  But, we serve an 
awesome God who finds a way…no matter what…to bless those who love him and work to show his 
love to others.   

There are many heart-felt “thanks” to pass around this year. Thank you to the members of the congre-
gation who steadfastly filled boxes as in years past. We also thank the United Methodist Men, United 
Methodist Women, Missions Team, and Endowment Committee for their donations.  We thank Kath-
leen Bashem and the youth for their help in shopping for and filling boxes.  We thank Denise and 
Laura Patterson for doing the same.  Thank you to those of you who anonymously donated significant 
amounts of money to assist in our efforts.  Without the ability to collect as many boxes from the con-
gregation due to the pandemic, we relied much more heavily on cash donations and “shopper elves” to 
get the job done. 

These 181 boxes represent a great start, but they are just that…..a start.  Now we ask that you bathe 
these boxes in prayer.  Pray that they reach their final destination….a child’s eager arms. When they 
do, pray that child comes to know God’s love.  Every box that leaves this church has the potential to 
change the lives of the children who receive them…as well as their families and communities….in a 
profound way.  May you all have a blessed Christmas and “thank you” once again for making a differ-
ence in the lives of children around the globe. 

The Operation Christmas Child Committee   

Sponsors for our December Radio Broadcasts 
December 6 – Paul & Mary Flint in honor of Mary’s mother Maxine Riley’s birthday. 

December 13 – Keith & Shari Chandler in honor of their anniversary. 

December 20 – Pastor Dave and Candice Schultz in memory of Candice’s  
 mother, Marilyn Leach. 

December 27 – Kathy Jenkins in memory of her sons Brian and David. 



 

OUR USUAL 

WORSHIP 

TIMES: 
Sundays 8AM,  

9:15AM,  10:30AM 
Sunday School 

9:15AM 
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Date 11/01/2020 11/08/2020 11/15/2020 11/22/2020 

Attendance 70 73 86 NA 

Receipts 

(Toward  

Budget) $6,639.00 $5,380.00 $4,742.00 $3,283.00 

     

FINANCIAL MATTERS                   
(WEEKLY NEED $6,993.29)  

 
PRAYER WALK  
THROUGH THE  

CHURCH  
EVERY  

SUNDAY  
MORNING  
AT 7AM.  

Need a ride to church?  
Bus service has been sus-
pended until the Care facili-
ties reopen. Contact Greg 
Cobert at 309-737-5621, or 
the office at 309-582-2169  
to make arrangements 

Did You Miss  

Sunday’s  

Sermon? 
   If you miss church on Sun-
day, you can STILL experi-

ence the sermon.  You can go 
to the church website, myale-

doumc.com, to see a tran-
script of any of Pastor Dave’s 

sermons that you missed. 
Please share this link with 

your friends  
and family. 

Thank you for your kindness… 

It was an honor to be recognized on UM Women Sunday, and for the servant award. I ap-
preciate all the kind words and your thoughtfulness. Over the years I have enjoyed work-
ing with the young and old and made many friends along the way. I miss everyone and 
pray we will get back to our normal routine again soon.  
God bless all of you and thanks again for thinking of me.  
Sincerely, 
Ella Luallen 


