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From the Frcsiclcnt’s Desk

“March Madncss” has come to define the outlook for
co“cgc basketball enthusiasts at this time of the year, but
for Civil War enthusiasts the game remains the same.
Thatis, the search for history: whetheritis gcncralship
in battles , the role of battles in the final outcome, the
details oF all thosc souls who were a”cctcd 53 the war,
cl‘langcs to the Ianc,scapc from war, orany myriad of the
many aspects - |cga|, Political, social, rcligious, etc. -

which ecach of us call our Madness.

At our next meeting David Davcnport will cxplain cxactlg
why the 79* New York Highlandcrs are for him a topic of

intense madness.

The Boarc’ continues to cxPlorc the Possibility of
hosting the West Coast Symposium in Novcmbcr,
Fo”owing the default by the Phoenix group. We have not

come to a decision yet.

Prian

ForDinner Reservations
our leurs., Marcl') % 1st,
meeting at the Ramada [nn
at the Frccwag‘H 5haw
ofFramP ..contact
Sccrctarg Fl’\y“is Mann
at 229-3778 [afternoons and

cvcnings, Plcasc].




Obitua ry
Norval C. Wills

T he editorial staff of Dugle
Ca//was saddened to learn of the

death of Norval C Wi”s, agcd 84.

Norval, a native of Fresno
County, was a member of the gth
Armored Division of the .5.
Army from 1941 to 1945. His unit
was the last horse-drawn arti”cry
in thc army. Hc was caPturcd at
the battlc of the Bu'gc on
December 31 , 1944 and liberated
on APril 28, 1945.

Norval was well-known to members
of the rccnacting communitg. Hc
and Anne, his wife of 59 years,
were involved with “mountain man
rendezvous” for many yecars.
Morc imPortantlg he was a
“Founding father” of Civil War
Rccnacting. In 1974 he created D
Battery of the 5t U.5. Arti”crg
of the first reenacting
organization in California.

Norval was a rcmar‘(ab|3 skilled
artillerist. Having acquired “blue
rints” for several different Civil
C\/ar era cannon he built |imbcrs,
tubes, and caissons for at least
five guns still used by reenactors.
These are a half—sca?c scale 6
Pound howitzcr, a % scale
“Na olcon", a full-scale
“Weard”, a full-scale 2 Pound
WoodruFF, and a Fu“-scalc 12
Pound mountain howitzer. He
cngagcd in reenacting until poor
cycsight forced his retirement in
2000.

Norval was laid to rest at the
Clovis District Ccmctcrﬂ on
Mondag, Fcbruary 14, 2005,
Fo”owing a service at the Boice
Funeral Home in Olcl T own
Clovis. The Familg asks that
remembrances be made in his name
to the Multiplc Sclerosis
Socicty, 770 . Shaw #21 7
Frcsno, CA 93%710.

Service records of 6.3million

AFTER ACTION REPORT

SIVCWRT MEETING of 2/24/05
By Ron Vaughan

Thc 16 members Prcscnt cn'ogcd a grcat meal and an
entertaining talk bg th“is KAann. Her toPic was “Old Abc
the Battle Eag'c". |f you think a talk about an caglc s
unimportant, or a “bird brain idea”, Confederate Gen.
Stir ing Frice did not think so. At the Battle of Corinth, he
saw the bird circling in the air over the battlcficld, and
offered a bounty to anyone who could shoot him down. Gcn.
Fricc must have had an idea of the morale boost that

Old Abe Providcd to the 8th Wisconsin cht‘ Thereis a
monument with a statue of O|d Abe at the Vicksburg
Battleficld Park.

Thc storg bcgan when Chicf Bluc 5143 captured the caglct
and traded him to Mr. Daniel McCann. T he Family loved to

Iay music and taught the caglc to dance. Wl‘ncn the 8th Wisc.
Ecgt. was Forming, McCann o”crcd him as a mascot. Capt.
Perkins of “«C» Co. Paid $2.50 for the bald caglc, had a 5 ft.
high Pcrch constructcd, and created a new rank of “Eaglc
Bearer”. To the dclight of the soldicrs, when the rcgimcntal
band Playcd he would strut and FlaP his wings, and he would
sprcad his wings whenever the men cheered. Old Abe
understood bug'c calls and would |ay down when the soldiers
went prone under fire. Hc would become agitatcd at the sight
of Conchcratc uniForms, and thus helped discover a Rebel
messenger attcmPting infiltrate tl‘lrougl‘u the lines. Old Abe
Providcd amusement for the soldiers in camp, and sometimes
irritation when he tipped over water buckcts, bit through
shoe ]accs, and PiIFcrcd tl'n'ngs— like an officer’s chicken
dinner!

Aftcr the war, Olcl Abc was kcpt in the basement of the
Wisconsin caPitol bui‘ding, and shown off at veteran’s fund
raisers, displagcd at the 1876 Ccntcnnial, and appcarccl
with Grant at the RcPublican FPresidential Convention.

Database lists CW soldiers all in one Placc

"Never in once lace could one
- . - P - .
gct thls mFormatlon so cas:ly,“ said

Con{:cdcratc, (nion troops

on-line

Civil War buffs, historians and
cople aclding branches to their
Famiy trees can now go to a
singlc source to find service records
of 6.3 million (|nion and Confederate
soldiers.
Completion of a database called
the CPivilWarSOHicrs and Sailors

535tcm was announced last month

by the National Far‘( Service.

a spokcsman. Voluntccrs from the

Mormon Churcl’r, Federation oFGcncalogiczﬂ
Socictics, and (nited Daughtcrs
oFtthoncheracydidthc monumental
task of asscmb“ng information from
various sources and cntcring it at
www.civilwar.nps.gov.

This should be one of the best
tools available for Pcoplc studying
their own ‘incagc and genealogy.

5pccia/ thanks to Charlie

Jorgcnscn for this article.



Civil War Preservation uPdatc

] rcccntly received a Wintcr 2005 newsletter
from Ccntra| Virginia Battlefields 1 rust
(CVBT) and a summary of some of their

activities follows.

In March tl’rcg urchased a 16.37 acre Parccl
of land on the Taﬁcy Farm riclgc, where
Stoncwa“ Jac‘(son led a flank attack during the
battle of Chancellorsville on May 2,186%. | his
was the Fourth Purchasc oF Iand in this Part of
the/battlefield since 1998. | he total acreage
Purchascd bg CVBT at this site is 50.05 acres in
the last cigl’:t years. This shovys the |ong—tcrm
benefits of a sustained cffort bgjust one of the
battlefield preservation groups.

|n Dcccmbcr, CVBT acquircd an casement

for 104 acres on the Frcdcricksburg battlefield.
This open grouncl, known as | atimer’s Kno“, was

art of the Fighting on the southern end of the
Ficld, on December 1 5, 1862. T he value of this
casement is ncar|3 $2 mi“ion, but did not cost
CVBT anything except its time and cxPcrtisc.

n casement does not include a title to the Iand,
but rather a”ows for use of the Propcrtg now and
into the future.

thn the year bcgan, CVBT had rotected
a total of 224 acres. At year cnd, CV T had
hclpcd to preserve a cumulative total of 484
acres.

[ om

FPeninsula Civil War Round
Table announces Spccial Spcakcr
for lunch and talk on APril 19, 2005

Edward Boncl(cm er, author of 'A Victor
Not a Butchcr: u 5 rant's OvcrlooLcd Mi'itarg
Gcnius' as rcccntly featured on C—SFAN
Historian [ dward f)onl(cmpcr cuts through
the Fog Politicizcd l‘u’story to reveal why us (irant
was the greatest gcncral of the Civi' War. Author
[ dward H. bonckcmpcr identifies the l(cg elements
of Grant's successes as a gcncral and traces his
unPara”clcd record. He cxplains how as a military
strategist and |cac|cr, Girant surPasscd his much-
lionized rival, Robert F lee. bonc‘(cmpcr proves
how it is no historical accident that (Girant acccPtcc]
the surrender of three entire Confcdcratc armies.
To find out more about this presentation and
the Peninsula Civil War Round Table sce:
www.FcninsulaCivilWarRoundTablc.org.
$18 per person for lunch and talk at noon on
Tucsdag, APri| 19th, at Dominic's at Fopu|ar
Creek, 1700 Coyotc FPoint Drivc, San Matco, CA

9440 { Chcclc on-line for reservations,.

DavcnPort Delivers March 3 1st
Round T able

Presentation

David DavcnPort will sPca‘c at our March 31
meceting about the 79" New York, a “Scottish”
chimcnt. He is a well-known Civil War re-
enactor and Iongtimc member of the San Joaquin

Va”cy Clivil War Round T able.

In “civilian life” David is a history tcachcr,
most rcccnt!g at Frcsno Cit3 Co”cgc where he
was first cmploycd in August 1990. Frior to this
time he taught gcograph and was then
uninterested in the Civillear c‘lcspitc Iiving for
one school year in a townhousc among the
carthworks on the slopcs of Kcnncsaw Mountain,

Gcorgia.

At the invitation of Cathy Ricl‘lart, David
Portragcd Lt. Col. James Olncy, commander of
the Union forces at Ft. Miller during the Civil
War, at the Kcarncy Park Civil War Revisited in
1993, Tl’rcsc troops reinforced the garrison at

amp babbit, near Visalia, when summoned by
Col. [ vans. O'ncy was a “spoilcd rich kid” from
Rhode |sland with no mi]itary cxPcricncc, having
served in a unit which saw no action in the War
with Mexico. This was fortunate because Olncg
was said to be a drunl(ard, aPPcaring for
inspcction without his trowsers on at least one
occasion.

The location of Fort Miller is now covered by
the waters of |_ake Millerton but the origina|
block house has been rebuilt and is undcrgoing
restoration at a site near the T able Mountain
Casino. Ironica“g, the Native Americans who
oPcratc the Casino are descendents of the
“Indians” who were forced by the army to build
the original Fe. Miller in 1851.

Frochsor Davcnport is a member of two
reenacting organizations, the CWRS and the
ACWA |n the former he is a Privatc in the 6t
lowa Veteran Volunteer lnFantry, a unit raised at
Bur'ington, Iowa, in response to Lincoln's call
for vo|untccrs. lntcrcsting|3 Burlington was
founded in 1831 by Dav.id’s 3d great-
grandpathcr, James Grag, a native of Burl_ington,
Vcrmont.

As a member of the American Civil War
Association David is a Privatc in the 79t New
Yorl(, which seems aPProPriatc, given his

mother's Secottish ancestry.
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