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Editor’s Notes
Editor’s Notes
By the time you read this, it will have been a long 5-7 weeks
of self-imposed isolation. I hope by now it is over and we
can begin to return to life as normal. And what is normal
in Swan Lake Village? The pool, mah-jongg, dominoes,
Red Hatters, breakfast, lunch, and dinner out, Sit & Be Fit,
Knit Wits, euchre, golf, shuffleboard, poker, movies, and we
must not forget the Monday Morning Coffee, Social, and
Information Hour. Also, all the personal gatherings we have
as friends. Oh, how I miss all the activity.

From the list above I think we have plenty to do, but an
occasional special gathering would be fun. Ivy Circle and
J1 are always open to another rockin’ festival. Maybe some
of you have ideas for something fun to do as a community.
Let me or our Events Coordinator, Connie Carpenter, know
and we will see what we can do.

I come from a long line of mobile home parks that were
nothing like this community. There was no socialization of
which to speak, no clubhouse, and no pool -- my favorite is
the pool. This time has made me appreciate Swan Lake Village and in particular its residents and activities. Everyone
waves and says hello at each passing and each gathering
is a festive occasion.

Helen AHF Privitera

By this time, I expect most of the snow birds will have flown
away and the special activities will not return until they
land again.

Please note that any of the editorial staff can be reached by
email at wavesnews@aol.com

I hope this whole Corona thing has made us appreciate what
we have as a community; I know it has for me.

P.S. I need to throw out special thanks to all the people
who contributed to this month’s newsletter. They took their
valuable time to write and research to help fill up the space
left by the lack of activity due to the bad thing. You will notice their names attached to their articles. Again, THANKS!
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Swan Lake Village

620 57th Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34207
Office: (941) 756-5409 / Fax: (941) 753-3256
Emergency: Call the Office number above
www.swanlakemhp.net
Office Hours
Monday thru Friday – 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Closed Sunday
Staff
Kathy Dupont – Manager
Waves of Swan Lake Newsletter
Editorial Staff:
Helen AHF Privitera
Euniece Unger
Editorial Staff & Contact email: wavesnews@aol.com
Newsletter Website: www.ontracnewsletters.net

Swan Lake Homeowners Association, Inc.
Board of Directors:
PRESIDENT
Ric Tyrer
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
VICE PRESIDENT
Jim Weisenbacher
Term: 1/1/20 – 12/31/21
TREASURER
Marlene Taylor
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
SECRETARY
Connie Hall
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
EVENT COORDINATOR
Connie Carpenter
Term: 1/1/20 – 12/31/21
MANAGEMENT LIAISON
Jim Weisenbacher
Term: 1/1/20 – 12/31/21
DELEGATE AT LARGE
Helen Privitera
Term: 1/1/20 – 12/31/21
DELEGATE AT LARGE
Debbie Ravells
Term: 1/1/20 to 12/31/20

Contact Information:
Please go to the following website for all the latest HOA
information, events and updated news
www.swanlakeresidents.net
If you can’t find the information you need there then
contact the HOA Board of Directors at this email address:
swanlakevillagehoaboard@gmail.com
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Book Nook

Books, DVDs, and puzzles are available
free for all community residents to
borrow. To return borrowed articles
simply place them into the Returns Basket on the table in
the library area.
To donate items that are in good shape, please bring them
to the library for consideration. Place them in the Returns
Basket to be sorted and filed. The only books that are accepted are novels, especially those by popular authors. At
this time VHS tapes and nonfiction books (cookbooks and
instructional books) cannot be placed into the library. Any
unaccepted donations will be taken to Goodwill for disposal.
Views & Opinion Disclaimer to Residents of Swan Lake.
The views and opinions expressed in the articles printed in this
newsletter are strictly those of that article’s author. They may
not reflect the views of the residents of Swan Lake, the H.O.A.
Board of Directors, Swan Lake Management, or the staff of “The
Waves”. No personal attacks will be tolerated or published.
While every effort is made to assure all information published
is factual, an article’s accuracy is the sole responsibility of the
author.

ADVERTISING
DISCLAIMER
TO
DISCLAIMER TO
RESIDENTS
RESIDENTS
OF SWAN
OF SWAN
LAKE LAKE

The staff of “The Waves”, Swan Lake Management, and the
Swan Lake H.O.A. Board of Directors have not endorsed any
of the advertisers in this publication.
The companies advertising in this newsletter have paid a fee
to OnTrac Publishing for their advertising.
Please ensure that you research any company or individual
before undertaking any repairs or services.

GORDON FOOD SERVICES

When shopping at Gordon Food Services (GFS) on 14th
Street, please inform the cashier that you are from Swan
Lake Village, and would like the points added to that membership. They have some great products and are open to
the public. The points will help our kitchen acquire some
of the supplies we need from time to time.
Thank you for your contributions.
Michael Gallant from an old issue of The Waves
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Club Encouragement News
Condolence
* As far as we know there is nothing to report.
Sunshine and Smiles sent to:
* Nancy Wagner had a stroke and is in the hospital in New York.
As always, cards of condolence and encouragement are welcome.
If I have missed anyone, I’m truly sorry. Please text me and let me know.
Thank you to you all that are sending information and keeping me informed
God Bless
Lea West
(305) 496-7512

Family & Friends
Maintenance Plans
Available!

!
AC TODAY - NOT TOMORROW

State-certified in Florida Air conditioning repair service.

FREE SERVICE CALL

WITH COMPLETED REPAIR
COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES
& 2nd OPINIONS (no hassle)
Easy Financing Options Available

(941) 751-2642
www.actoday-fl.com

Lic #CAC1817009
Bonded & Insured

Swan Lake Village Waves - May 2020
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From the HOA Treasurer & the Co-Editor

Someone sent this to me and I’m passing it along. It’s a
different perspective to think about self-isolation, to stay
on track and stay grateful.
Makes good sense to me…..

1. There are no bombs raining on our heads.
2. I am not a prisoner held in solitary confinement, as
millions are.
3. I am not a refugee trying to escape with my life.
4. I am not standing in line waiting to fill a pot of water.
5. I have access to fresh food and I’m not starving.
6. I have hot running water.
7. My country has not been ruined by years of war.
8. I can reach my friends by phone and check in on them.
9. My friends check in on me because they care about me.
10. Any whiplash I feel about this strange turn of events is
itself a sign of privilege.
11. More than half of the world would gladly trade their
everyday problems for the modest inconveniences I am
experiencing.

From Management

Dear Residents:

It’s May and I’d like this opportunity to say thank you to all
the great men and women who so unselfishly served and
are serving our country. We have our share of them right
here at Swan Lake. So, let’s show our American Pride and
pay tribute to all who have served and fought for our great
country.
Happy Memorial Day!!!!
Lately, we have all had to modify our normal procedures and
I’ve had to get used to not hearing the hustle and bustle
of residents coming into the clubhouse. But we will all get
back to normal soon.
In the meantime, let’s continue to get our homes and landscaping ready for the summer months before it gets hot. As
a reminder we have a pressure washer available to residents
at no charge. Give me a call and I will reserve it for you.
One last thing, if you have someone weeding and edging
your lots, please ask them to come regularly to keep your
lawn looking beautiful during the growing season.
Thank you for keeping Swan Lake beautiful and a great
place to live.
Kathy Dupont
Community Manager

12. I may have anxious dreams but I’m dreaming them on
a proper bed and I’m not sleeping on the sidewalk.
13. By staying at home, I’m helping the planet rest.
14. As long as I have my mind I can create, imagine, dream
and not be lonely.
15. This global crisis connects me to people around the
world and reminds me of our common humanity. This is a
good thing.
16. When something tragic happens to another country
next time, I will respond to it not with superiority, but humility and recognition.
17. I will fight for positive changes and economically just
policies in my own country.
18. I am surrounded by books.
19. I am surrounded by love.
20. The trees have already begun to bloom.
Stay safe & stay healthy…..
Submitted by Marlene Taylor & Euniece Unger (sent from a
former resident Verona Fidler)

From the Desk of Mr. Trivia
* In 1923, a jockey suffered a fatal heart attack but his horse
finished and won the race, making him the first and only
jockey to win a race after death.
* There were two AI chatbots created by Facebook to talk
to each other, but they were shut down after they started
communicating in a language they made for themselves.
* The Buddha commonly depicted in statues and pictures is
a different person entirely. The real Buddha was actually incredibly skinny because of self-deprivation.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from
https://www.thefactsite.com/1000-interesting-facts/

Happy
Mother’s Day
May 10
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St. Patrick’s Day

Bernie Taylor

Malcolm Ravells &
Bob Jarvis

Jeff & Sonia Wolfe, Bill
& Doris Rankin,
& others in the backgrou
nd

Here are pictures from the St. Patty’s Day party.
Submitted by Lea West

Lea West & Helen Place
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Maze Puzzle

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/maze/
(Solution on Pg.21)

Donations:
Several of our residents take donations to local community
charities.
“Our Daily Bread of Bradenton, Inc.”
1) Unopened non-perishable food items.
Pat Jarvis states that there is a drop-off basket in the clubhouse hallway or you can contact her at 941-243-3030.
Food donations MUST be UNOPENED as opened items
cannot be used and will be discarded.
**Note** Be aware that there are two baskets in the hallway; one for food donations and one is actually a trash
can. Please be aware of this when discarding trash.

2) Clothing
Burt Tupper advises that new or used reusable clothing
can be left on the table under his carport at F4 Bamby Ln.
He further wishes everyone to know these items are given
at no cost to mostly homeless persons so no one is making
money from these donations.
Lastly, your generosity to these charities is appreciated.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Recipes of the Month

One-Pan Roasted Chicken with Carrots

Prep Time: 10 minutes Cook Time: 20 minutes
Total Time: 30 minutes 1 serving
1 chicken thigh
2 large carrots, peeled and trimmed
1 small onion, peeled and cut into eighths
4 cloves of garlic, unpeeled (if you really like roasted garlic use
a whole bulb and only cut the top off)
1 tablespoon olive oil
½ teaspoon chopped fresh rosemary
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
1. Preheat the oven to 425°F.
2. Arrange the carrots and onion in a single layer on a
greased baking sheet.
3. Slice the top and bottom off the garlic cloves; place on
the tray.
4. Drizzle 2 teaspoons of olive oil
over the vegetables; season with
the rosemary, and salt and pepper.
5. Top with the chicken thigh. Rub
the thigh with 1 teaspoon olive oil;
season with salt and pepper.
6. Roast in the oven until the chicken skin is golden and the carrots
are tender, 15 to 20 minutes.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from https://www.purewow.com/recipes/one-pan-roasted-chicken-with-carrots

Chicken Florentine Dinner

In a large skillet over medium -high, heat 2 Tbsp. olive oil.
Sprinkle 4 (6-oz) skinless, boneless chicken breast halves
with 2 tsp kosher salt and 2 tsp freshly ground black pepper. Dredge in ½ cup all-purpose flour, shaking off excess.
Working in batches, if needed, place chicken in a pan. Cook
7-8 minutes per side, turning once, or until golden brown
and an instant-read thermometer inserted into thickest part
registers 165*F. Transfer to a plate; keep warm.
Reduce heat to medium; add 2 Tbsp butter to melt, add
½ cup minced shallots (about 2 large) and 3 cloves garlic,
minced; cook 1-2 minutes, stirring often, or just until softened. Add 1 cup dry white wine, scraping up any browned
bits on the bottom of the pan. Simmer for 5-7 minutes or
until liquid is reduced by half. Add 1 cup heavy cream. Cook
for 5 minutes, stirring often, or until mixture is thick enough
to coat the back of a spoon. Remove pan from heat. Add 4
cups baby spinach (about 3 oz) and ¾ tsp kosher salt. Stir
until spinach is wilted. Cut chicken diagonally across grain
into 1-inch strips. Return to skillet. Sprinkle with 1 Tbsp
chopped parsley and serve with ½ lemon, cut into 4 wedges.
Serves 4.
Submitted by Euniece Unger (copy in Parade
Magazine in the Sunday Bradenton Herald)

Current Art
Isolation

Corona Gothic
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from a Facebook pos

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from a Facebook post
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This is Timeless....

History repeats itself
1919 Flu Masks

It was written by Kathleen O’Mara and reprinted during the
Spanish flu pandemic, 1919:

And people stayed at home
And read books
And listened
And they rested
And did exercises
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And stopped and listened
More deeply
Someone meditated, someone prayed
Someone met their shadow
And people began to think differently
And people healed.
And in the absence of people who
Lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
The earth also began to heal
And when the danger ended and
People found themselves
They grieved for the dead
And made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
And created new ways of living
And completely healed the earth
Just as they were healed.

Creatures of Swan Lake

Lucy Privitera discovered a new creature at J-1.

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Why Do We Say That?

OKAY

Origin: 19th century
Story: The initials O.K. once stood for “Oll Korrect”. But the
phrase became popularized in the 1840 U.S. presidential
election when the Democrats claimed that OK stood for “Old
Kinderhook” – the nickname for candidate Martin Van Buren
of Kinderhook, NY. “Vote for OK” became a slogan and the
word “okay” eventually spread across the world.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/the-origins-of-common-english-expressions/

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Guess Who??
I know, I know, last month’s victim was easy. Yes, everyone guessed Burt and his
first wife Louise correctly.
I think this one will be a bit more difficult. The surprised little face is our subject
at 1 year old. The picture of the beautiful lady in that elegant dress is the same
person at 17 on her wedding day. If I didn’t know who it is, I wouldn’t be able to
guess, but can you?

Please submit pictures to our staff. We have a few stored up but still would love yours.
If the pictures are in digital format, they can be submitted to wavesnews@aol.com.
Hard copies can be loaned to Helen AHF Privitera at J-1. They will be scanned and
promptly returned to you, even while you wait.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Swan Lake Village Waves - May 2020

A Spring Poem

Poem of the Month

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from a
Facebook post

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from a Facebook post
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Event Notes:
All Meals Out – See Bulletin Board for details &
sign-up sheets.
Special Events – These may require advance ticket
purchase instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin
Board will also be used for details concerning
Special Events.

Swan Lake V
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TU

						

Snickers:
* Knock, Knock.
Who’s there?
* Cows go
Cows go who?
* Cows go moo, Owls go who.
* Knock, Knock.
Who’s there?
* Etch
Etch who?
* Bless you.
* Knock, Knock.
Who’s there?
* Noah
Noah who?
* Noah good place to get something to eat?

3

4

Movie Night Clubhouse 6:00pm

Monday Coffee, Social & Info 		
8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse

Knitting/Craf
C

HOA Board M
S

Must bring

10

11

Movie Night Clubhouse 6:00pm

Monday Coffee, Social & Info 		
8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse

17

18

Movie Night Clubhouse 6:00pm

Monday Coffee, Social & Info 		
8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse

24

25

Monday Coffee, Social & Info
8am Clubhouse
Movie Night Clubhouse 6:00pm Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse

31

Movie Night Clubhouse 6:00pm

Knitting/Craf
C

Knitting/Craf
Cl

Knitting/Craf
C
Dinner Out

-P
Requires
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Village May 2020

UESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

						
1
Sit & Be Fit 8:30 am Clubhouse

5

fts “Knit -Wits”
Clubhouse 10:00am

Meeting
Social Time 6:30pm
Meeting 7:00pm
g membership card

12

fts “Knit -Wits”
Clubhouse 10:00am

19

fts “Knit -Wits”
lubhouse 10:00am

Sit & Be Fit
Games
Euchre

Sit & Be Fit

Sit & Be Fit

20

8:30am
Clubhouse
Red Hat Ladies Meeting 11:30am
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Games
6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre
6:30pm Clubhouse

Sit & Be Fit

Games
5:00pm Euchre
Place to be determined
s sign-up in Clubhouse

			

13
8:30am

7
Lady Hackers Golf
8:30am
Suncoast Golf Center
Mah-Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

6:00pm

Dominos - Clubhouse

6:30pm

8

Sit & Be Fit 8:30 am Clubhouse
Poker-Clubhouse
Dominos - Clubhouse

6:30pm

15

27

28

8:30am
Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse
6:30pm Clubhouse

Lady Hackers Golf
8:30am
Suncoast Golf Center
Mah-Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

16

Sit & Be Fit

8:30 am Shuffleboard
1:30pm
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
Breakfast Out
8:30am
Sign up in Clubhouse
Poker-Clubhouse
6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse 6:30pm

21

Lady Hackers Golf
8:30am
Suncoast Golf Center
Mah-Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

9

Shuffleboard
1:30pm
Shuffleboard
Court
6:00pm

14

8:30am
Clubhouse Lady Hackers Golf
Suncoast Golf Center
Ladies Lunch Out
11:30am
sign up in Clubhouse Mah-Jongg 1:00pm Clubhouse
Men’s Lunch Out
11:30am Shuffleboard
6:30pm
sign up in Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
Games
6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre
6:30pm Clubhouse

26

fts “Knit -Wits”
Clubhouse 10:00am

6

8:30am
Clubhouse
6:00pm Clubhouse
6:30pm Clubhouse

Poker-Clubhouse

2

Shuffleboard
1:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

22

Sit & Be Fit

23

1:30pm
8:30 am Shuffleboard
Shuffleboard Court
Clubhouse

Poker-Clubhouse
6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse 6:30pm

Sit & Be Fit

29

30

8:30 am Shuffleboard
1:30pm
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court

Poker-Clubhouse
6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse 6:30pm
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HOA President’s Message
Due to the inactivity imposed on us there isn’t a lot of
content for the May edition of our community Waves. As
a result, I was asked by Helen if I would write something to
help bolster the magazine. I’m not quite sure on the theme
of this article, if in fact it even has one!! So here goes...
I notice a lot of driveways have been painted which is helping to raise the already high standard of our community.
I’m also hearing on the grape vine that yard work is actually
becoming a welcome relief instead of being a chore!!! Those
efforts too are improving the community’s overall appearance. It never ceases to amaze me as to how much time
our residents devote to improving the appearance of their
homes and at the same time Swan Lake Village.
Whilst the exterior of our homes is being addressed I’m also
advised that we can now boast the cleanest homes inside,
as if we couldn’t before, for many of our good ladies have
done their spring cleaning...not once or twice but four or
five times over!
On a lighter note there has been impromptu entertainment
provided by our good friends Albert, Joe, and Malcolm.
Again, the social distance was being observed but this didn’t

stop those who attended enjoying themselves. All this just
goes to show what a great community spirit we have here
in Swan Lake and long may it continue.
Pam and I have recently acquired a golf cart and we have
both found that a ride around our community, stopping to
talk with neighbors as we go (remembering the 6’ rule of
course) really makes a difference as to how we feel. I would
encourage everybody to take a little time to do the same or
just sit out front of your home catching up with neighbors
as they pass. Taking in some fresh air is a good thing too!!
The biggest observation I have made is how I am missing
the interaction within our community, something we, well I
know, sometimes take for granted. The daily waves, hellos,
and smiles are less frequent and it’s yet another reminder,
when in full swing, what a great community we have here
in Swan Lake. Everybody should feel a great sense of pride
in this community and know that we have the strength and
resilience to overcome any obstacles put in our way. STAY
SAFE EVERYBODY
Ric Tyrer
President
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May Anniversaries

May Birthdays

Bea Foster
Christine Hopkins
Doug Compton
Beth Mason
Michael Capps
Ronald Madison
Janis Vooris
David Leslie
Debbie Irwin
Marlene Taylor
Leonarda Jurkeviciene
Ross Beecher
Brenda MacAuley
Gerald Farrell
Andrea Manalakos
Jackie Kelly
Donna VanWieren

20
21
21
22
25
26
27
27
28
28
29

03
15
17
22

Donald Grenier
David Eidson
Gail DeWitt
Charlotte Bradley
Ron Isbell
Pamela Tyrer
Jesse Riley
Rick Seipp
Robert Wasley
Pauline Werline
Louise Letellier

Richard & Patricia Lanza
David & Sue Minnich
Jim & Beth Mason
Jeff & Jodi Hakamaki

From the records of Barb Robitaille, (978) 387-2242.
Call for errors or omissions.

HOA Charity Giving

Team, on the two charities, F.E.L.T. and Hospice, I was able
to contact them both.
Feeding Empty Little Tummies was so appreciative due to
the overflow of kids from the virus situation and because
they had to move to a bigger building to accommodate all
the kids.
Hospice was also grateful.
Board and membership should be proud. It is good to give
back.
Edited from an email by Jim Weisenbacher

WC
INC.

AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
• Manatee
• Pinellas
• Pasco
• Hillsborough
• Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures
E
FREax
E-Mus
Pl

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

“Our new energy efficient windows installed
by AMS are beautiful. Everything from start
to finish was great.”
C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

10%

Discou

nt

“This is simply the best roof over system available. We love our new roof.
Thanks you and your staff.”
J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures

Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our
time in our lovely lanai. No more rain or dirt.
The workmanship is fabulous.”
M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.
Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us. How About You?

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured
General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE
(with approved credit)

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED!
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HOA Vice-President’s Message

Why It’s Essential to Find Humor During Your Darkest Hours
By Aimee Foster
“A good laugh overcomes more difficulties and dissipates me endure the pain of losing her, even if it was just for a
more dark clouds than any other one thing.” ~Laura Ingalls short period. My husband is a very funny man who has me
Wilder
in stitches every single day (so much so that sometimes I
can’t even stand up). He hides this from the rest of the world,
During my pregnancy with my second daughter, Grace, a and I feel privileged to be one of the few people he shows
routine scan showed that the baby had a rare and serious this side to. When we were at the doctor’s office and Grace’s
heart defect. From that moment onward, my husband and I funeral, he wasn’t trying to be funny, and yet even during
started walking along the most challenging, heart-breaking, the most difficult of times; he still has the ability to make
and grueling road either of us has ever traveled. The journey me laugh. When Grace died, many people told me that
often saw us cry, but you may be surprised to hear that we the burden of grief would probably cause our relationship
laughed a lot too. On the day of the scan, the fetal cardi- to become strained and difficult. We were given lots of
ologist spent a long time scanning our baby’s heart. When well-meaning advice and yet our relationship didn’t suffer
she had finished, she sat us down to explain her findings. at all. Indeed, we became stronger and developed an even
Up until that point, we knew that the problem was serious deeper bond. I think humor had a lot to do with this. The
but we didn’t know the exact diagnosis. She took out a pad ability to laugh every single day, despite our grief, pulled
of paper and began drawing a detailed diagram of a heart. us through our mourning together. I came to admire my
She then looked up and asked, “How’s your biology?” My husband even more for his strength, compassion, kindness,
husband (who has one failed attempt at a biology GCSE and (of course) his wonderful sense of humor.
under his belt) looked worried, as if he were fifteen again
and she was about to test him. “Not good,” he said apolo- Laughter is a remarkable healing force, allowing you
getically. Even in the midst of such a traumatic experience, to forget yourself and bond with the person you are
I found this small part of it funny. So, I laughed.
laughing with.
There’s no point trying to be solemn for solemnity’s sake.
Even in the darkest, most trying and difficult moments,
I believe if something is funny, you have to laugh. Seize
the opportunity to escape the situation, even if for a few
seconds, and welcome the release.
On the day of Grace’s funeral, as my husband and I sat together clutching each other’s hands, the choir began the
first song. I had never properly heard my husband sing before and it was the poorest display of tone-deaf screeching I
have ever been subjected to. It was also extremely funny and
I couldn’t help bursting into fits of giggles (everyone else
thought I was crying). You may think me heartless—how
could I laugh at my own daughter’s funeral? Believe me,
that day was the saddest and heaviest of my life. Minutes
earlier, when my husband and I carried Grace’s tiny white
coffin into the crematorium, the pain was so intense that I
didn’t think I could make it. And then suddenly, my husband
once again exercised his great ability to make me laugh. The
laughter lightened me for a few moments.
A minute of laughter allowed me to momentarily forget
my sorrow and the heavy burden was temporarily lifted.
Grace only lived for one day. I will never know the person
she would have become. But I do know that she would have
loved me and she would be happy that my laughter helped

I have witnessed friends who, when going through tough
times, stop themselves from laughing at something (even
though I know they would normally find it funny). We have
a tendency to halt our laughter because it doesn’t seem
right or appropriate, because we might feel guilty if we let
it go. Laughter is always right and appropriate (as long as
it is not at someone else’s expense). In your darkest hours,
if you find something funny, allow yourself to laugh. Many
studies have shown that laughter and humor have a huge
array of benefits including strengthening the immune
system, reducing pain, and stress and increasing energy. If
you are going through a difficult experience or are generally
feeling down, humor may accidentally find you. Embrace it.
And if you don’t come across it by chance, track down a way
you can lose yourself in some proper laughter. Watch a film
that never fails to make you chuckle, speak to a humorous
friend, or read a funny book. It’s not wrong to laugh when
things are tough; on the contrary, I promise it will help.
Submitted by Jim Weisenbacher, V.P HOA
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The Pink Moon

Classifieds
HAND CROCHETED BASKETS – Many different sizes and patterns – prices vary by size $ 5 - $50 depending on size and
material - Helen Franklin – (716) 913-4160 – Lot J1

Gene Clark enjoying the pink moon
Submitted by Becky Moore
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Maze Puzzle Solution (Puzzle on Pg. 8)

To have your ad in the next issue of The Waves write it up
and send it to The Waves at wavesnews@aol.com or drop it
off to me at J1. Don’t forget a description of the item and
your contact information, at least a telephone number and
your ad will go into the next available issue.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

22

May 2020 - Swan Lake Village Waves

Manatee County Senior Services
From an old issue of The Waves
Manatee County manages many programs to assist elderly
residents. The programs enable seniors ages 60 and older
to remain in their homes, the home of their caregiver, or an
assisted living facility.
Some programs require a co-pay based on a sliding fee
scale. For more information, call (941) 749-3030 or call the
Manatee County Elder Helpline, (941) 742-5818.

Manatee County Elder Helpline

The Elder Helpline is an information and referral line for
anyone seeking information or services relating to Manatee
County senior citizens.
Manatee County Elder Helpline is available Monday - Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is a voicemail system in place for
after hours and holidays in which a person can leave a message and their call will be returned the next business day.
To reach the Manatee County Elder Helpline, simply call
(941) 742-5818.
In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1 or the Department
of Children and Families Abuse Registry at (800) 962-2873
Aging and Elderly Service Programs
Nursing home care is avoided or delayed through use
of the following services:
Case Management - Trained case managers link clients with
needed services in the community, monitor the services,
and periodically review clients’ needs.
Homemaker - Service includes housekeeping, meal planning and preparation, laundry services, and shopping for
groceries, medical supplies and incidentals.
Personal Care - Services are directed at preserving the
health of the elderly by assisting with personal hygiene
and dressing.
Emergency Alert Response - An electronic surveillance
service that monitors homebound seniors by linking them
to a communication response center, which responds to
emergencies.
Home Delivered Meals - Furnishes a hot, nutritious noontime meal delivered to the elderly person’s home.
Medical Transportation - Service available to elderly
persons who are without a method of traveling to medical
appointments or facilities.

Adult Day Care - Benefits adults who may be isolated and
can profit from participation in a group setting. Dementia
and/or a caregiver are not requirements.
Respite Care - Affords supervision and companionship
in the home or at an adult day care facility for physically
disabled or mentally impaired seniors. This program is designed to periodically relieve the primary caregiver.
Home Care for the Elderly - Supplies a stipend to elderly
persons requiring 24-hour care to encourage provision of
care for seniors in their home or their caregivers’ home.
Community Referrals - Program involves connecting
seniors to needed services or items (such as legal services
or shower chairs) which are provided on a volunteer or at
cost basis.

Emergency Home Energy Assistance
for the Elderly (EHEAP)

The EHEAP program assists households with at least one
person aged 60 and over with payment of electric final
notices, deposits, and past due notices. Eligibility is based
on household size and gross income. Applications are by
appointment only.
For further information, please call (941) 749-3030
Submitted by Kathy Dupont from the Manatee County
Senior Services Website https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/neighborhood_services/senior_services

Submissions
Submission of interesting articles is
always welcome. Reports of community activities, interesting articles, pictures and reminders may
be submitted via e-mail to Helen
AHF Privitera at wavesnews@aol.
com by the 10th of the month for
the next issue. It is our pleasure to
consider all such articles for publication.
Remember: This newsletter is also available online at
www.ontracnewsletters.com. Take this web address
with you when you travel so you can keep in touch.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Seven Facts About Memorial Day
Today, Memorial Day is synonymous
with barbecues and picnics - but the
holiday's roots trace back far further
than you might have realized. Below, a few facts about the history of
Memorial Day, and how it's evolved
throughout its 150-odd years.
1. Multiple cities claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day.
According to the Library of Congress, President Lyndon
Johnson declared Waterloo, New York, to be the "Birthplace
of Memorial Day," referencing a celebration the town had in
1866. However, other places are known to have celebrated
the holiday earlier, and exactly where the first celebration
took place remains in dispute.
2. It was originally called Decoration Day
The holiday was celebrated by “decorating” the graves of
fallen soldiers with flowers, flags, and more, hence the
name “Decoration Day.” Over time, it became known as
Memorial Day.
3. Union General John A. Logan founded the holiday.
Although people were already decorating graves of fallen
Civil War soldiers in an unofficial way, General Logan codified the holiday. “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for
the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their
country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now
lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in
the land,” he famously said.

4. Memorial Day wasn’t celebrated on
the “last Monday in May” until relatively recently.
When General Logan officially
launched the holiday, he called for it
to be observed on May 30. After the
Uniform Monday Holiday Act took
effect in 1971, however, it was moved
to the final Monday in May.
5. Logan may have chosen May 30 for an interesting reason.
The date was selected because it wasn’t the anniversary of
any battle in particular-well, according to legend, that is.
6. It’s customary for the U. S. President or Vice-President to
give a speech.
And traditionally, that speech is delivered at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. Ahead
of Memorial Day weekend, the 3rd U.S. Infantry also places
American flags in front of Arlington’s over 260,000 graves
and niches
7. Originally only soldiers who died in the Civil War were
honored.
After WWI, though, the holiday began to encompass members of the American armed forces who had fallen in any
conflict.
Submitted by Kathy Dupont from https://www.yahoo.com/
lifestyle/6-facts-didnt-know-history-152624846.html

Words of Wisdom from Sheriff Chris
Following are some safety and
crime prevention tips from our
friendly Sheriff Chris Ralston:
•  If you see something, Say
something.
•  To report emergencies,
crimes or critical information 		
call 911
•   To report non-critical
information call 941-747-3011
extension 2260
•  When leaving your vehi-

cle remove valuables.
•  Lock it or lose it, especially bicycles.
•  Screen your telephone calls and never give out personal
information over the phone.

Schemes by the bad guys
Be careful of the numbers that show on your telephone
when receiving a call. Many of them are spoofed and are
not the actual number calling you. As stated above, screen
your calls. Unless you know the number do not call it back.
Recently the sheriff’s number was thus spoofed, so even
if it sounds legitimate confirm a number before calling it.
Watch out for Distractionary Burglary. This is where one
person claims to be a salesman or repairman to get you
outside your house and distracted while another burglarizes
your home.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Swan Lake Village
Community Watch Program

Effective immediately, any resident who is going to be away from home
overnight or for an extended period can have their doors and windows
checked by the patrol.
Just advise the coordinator, Jeff Wolfe, and your request will be posted on
the nightly schedule.
Jeff Wolfe
C-30
941-545-3971

CALL FOR HELP!!

As you probably know our Community Watch program is a great help in adding a layer of
security to our community. What you may not know is that as a program it is understaffed.
This is a call for help. We desperately need volunteers to cover some of the nights currently
unmanned. Please consider adding yourself to this resource and give Jeff a call at the above
number.
Written by Helen AHF Privitera

DOES EVERYONE OVER 60 NEED TO TAKE THE SAME PRECAUTIONS?

I found this article in the Bradenton Herald and found it interesting given the way we are living in this day and time. We probably need to stop and reflect given our dilemma. So please take a read and give this some thought.
Hopefully by the time you read this (May 1st) all our problems will be solved or gone away and then we can thank our Heavenly
Father that He has taken the burden away. And we can be thankful for that.
“Consider your health. ‘What a number of physicians are saying is, you should consider whether you’re frail’ in assessing
your personal risk”, said Dr. John Morley, a professor of geriatrics at Saint Louis University School of Medicine.
He ticked off the questions that entails.
F: Fatigued: Are you consistently fatigued?
R: Resilience: Can you climb a flight of stairs?
A: Aerobic: Can you walk a block?
I: Illnesses: If you’ve got five or more that’s bad.
L: Loss of weight: That’s not good.
“If you answer yes to three or more of those questions, you should be “really careful and self-isolate,” Morley said.
Assess risks. Of course, older adults should follow guidance from state and local health departments, as well as the federal
government. But the advice varies widely, adding to people’s uncertainty.
Submitted by Euniece Unger
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Community Activities:
FEATURED:
We are placing this section in May’s issue with the hopes everything will be back to normal by that time.
Dinner Out – May 26 – 5:00pm – Place to be determined – Requires sign-up in Clubhouse
All Meals Out – See Bulletin Board for details & sign-up
Special events – These may require advance ticket purchase instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin Board will still
be used for details.

REGULAR:
Monday Coffee, Social & Info
Sit & Be Fit
Knitting / Crafts – “Knit-Wits”
Sit & Be Fit
Games
Euchre
Men’s Lunch – 5/13
Ladies Lunch – 5/13
Red Hat Ladies Meeting – 5/20
Lady Hackers Golf
Mah-Jongg
Shuffleboard
Sit & Be Fit
Poker
Dominos
Breakfast Out – 5/15
Shuffleboard
Movie Night

Every Monday
Every Monday
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
Every Thursday
Every Thursday
Every Thursday
Every Friday
Every Friday
Every Friday
3rd Friday
Every Saturday
Every Sunday

8:00am
After Coffee
10:00am
8:30am
6:00pm
6:30pm
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
8:30am
1:00pm
6:30pm
8:30am
6:00pm
6:30pm
8:30am
1:30pm
6:00pm

Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Suncoast Golf Center
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Clubhouse
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
Clubhouse

Knit Wits

Just more pretty things by
some of The Knit Wits.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Helen Franklin’s Scrubbies

Jan Steffans’ Afghan

loths and Hot

’s Washc
Helen Franklin

Pads
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HOA Management
Liaison’s Message

Play the Twilight Zone Theme While Reading
This……...
Just be careful because people are going crazy
from being in lockdown!
Actually, I’ve just been talking about this with the
microwave and toaster while drinking coffee and
we agreed that things are getting bad.
I didn’t mention anything to the washing machine
as she puts a different spin on everything.
Certainly not to the fridge as he is acting cold
and distant.
In the end the iron straightened me out as she said
everything will be fine, no situation is too pressing.
The vacuum was very unsympathetic… told me
to just suck it up, but the fan was more optimistic
and hoped it would all soon blow over!
The toilet looked a bit flushed when I asked its
opinion and didn’t say anything but the door knob
told me to get a grip.
The rug at the front door was thrown by the
situation.
The front door said I was unhinged and so the
curtains told me to …… yes, you guessed it ……
pull myself together.
Submitted by Jim Weisenbacher

Mother’s Day

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the family, as
well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers
in society. It is celebrated on various days in many parts of the world,
most commonly in the months of March or May.
The modern Mother's Day began in the United States, at the initiative of Anna Jarvis in the early 20th century. This is not (directly)
related to the many traditional celebrations of mothers and motherhood that have existed throughout the world over thousands of
years, such as the Greek cult to Cybele, Rhea the Great Mother of
the Gods, the Roman festival of Hilaria, or the Christian Mothering
Sunday celebration (originally a commemoration of Mother Church,
not motherhood). However, in some countries, Mother's Day is still
synonymous with these older traditions.
The modern holiday of Mother's Day was first celebrated in 1908,
when Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her mother at St Andrew's
Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. St. Andrew's Methodist Church now holds the International Mother's Day Shrine. Her
campaign to make Mother's Day a recognized holiday in the United
States began in 1905, the year her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, died.
Ann Jarvis had been a peace activist who cared for wounded soldiers
on both sides of the American Civil War, and created Mother's Day
Work Clubs to address public health issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to
honor her mother by continuing the work she started and to set
aside a day to honor all mothers because she believed a mother is
"the person who has done more for you than anyone in the world".
In 1908, the U.S. Congress rejected a proposal to make Mother's Day
an official holiday, joking that they would also have to proclaim a
"Mother-in-law's Day". However, owing to the efforts of Anna Jarvis, by 1911 all U.S. states observed the holiday, with some of them
officially recognizing Mother's Day as a local holiday (the first being
West Virginia, Jarvis' home state, in 1910). In 1914, Woodrow Wilson
signed a proclamation designating Mother's Day, held on the second
Sunday in May, as a national holiday to honor mothers.
The U.S.-derived modern version of Mother's Day has been criticized
for having become too commercialized. Founder Jarvis herself regretted this commercialism and expressed views on how that was
never her intention.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera from https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Mother%27s_Day
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Easter Parade

Easter Sunday brought services via YouTube and Facebook and
dinners were ordered in or grilled. My wife Pam felt that there
should be something else to try and bring the community together. What better way than an impromptu golf cart parade!!

So, it was decided, e mails and messages were sent out to meet
in the parking lot at 6:45pm. We arrived at said time and were
surprised to see 17 golf carts and two cyclists!! Yet another example of the great spirit of this community.
The parade was a great success with horns blowing and lights
flashing. We were met with smiles and waves everywhere we
went!!! I think it was a great way to lift spirits and was enjoyed
by all who took part.
Submitted by Ric Tyrer
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Let us sell YOUR mobile home!
- FREE in-home value estimates ➢We partner with other mobile home agents
and companies to maximize the
sales exposure for your mobile home.
➢We use the Internet/Social Media
and other current technology to market
your mobile home.
➢Our company has been in the mobile home
sales business for over 40+ years.
$$$$

Ask about our
$$$$
customer referral program
NOW Hiring Sales Agents
& Sales Assistants!
Call Pamela TODAY
800-604-0715 x700

Florida MH Sales, LLC dba Mobile Home Sales by Jennifer

To:
News from your home away from home:
Swan Lake Village										
Resident Lot # ______
620 57th Ave. West
Bradenton, FL 34207
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