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October is National Bullying Prevention Month

B

ullying in schools is of increasing focus for Florida schools,
districts, and for the Florida Department of Education.
During National Bullying Prevention Month in October, the FLDOE
is encouraging schools and organizations to raise awareness on the
impact of bullying and bullying prevention.
Whether it’s wearing blue shirts
on October 3 promoted by
www.stompoutbullying.org or wearing orange on October 19 for “Unity
Day” promoted by www.pacer.org,
we encourage you to support and
participate in activities and events
taking place in schools throughout
the state. For more information,
check your local newspaper for activities and visit the FLDOE Safe
Schools website.

Did You Know?
Florida Statute 1006.147, also known as The Jeffrey Johnston Stand
Up for All Students Act, requires school districts to adopt an official
policy prohibiting bullying and harassment of students and staff on
school grounds, at school-sponsored events, and through school computer networks.

Students With Disabilities Are Targets of Bullying
Children with disabilities …such as physical, developmental, emotional, intellectual and sensory disabilities—are two to three times more likely to be bullied
than their nondisabled peers. In fact, 60 percent of
students with disabilities report being bullied regularly
compared with 25 percent of all students.

Bullies target their peers based on real or
perceived differences in appearance, behavior, or ability, and many children with
special needs exhibit such characteristics.
They often are targeted for receiving extra help in school, being alone at playtime or breaks, having few friends and
being male. The bullying can take several
forms that include name-calling, teasing,
physical attacks, threats, taking belongings, imitating, and making fun of the
students. When bullying is directed at a
child because of his or her disability, and
creates a hostile environment at school, it
violates federal law.
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A Message from the Founder and President

I

Barbara Bergstrom

About Eti-Keys
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n this information age of digital marketing, social media, and
virtual worlds of information, a major flaw has come to light.
For all the benefits of information available to us at light
speed, our children ironically have a failure to communicate.
They have lost the ability to actually talk with each other.
It is an alarming fact that our youth feel disconnected today
though they can tweet, text and email proficiently. Unfortunately,
they are in the dark when it comes to face-to-face interaction and
the ability to engage in conversation.
Technology information is sought after and social media aptitude admired, but verbal and written communication has taken a
back seat and is almost lost.
Our youngest, in elementary school, have mastered a keyboard
and are attached to cell phones, I Pads and electronic games even
while at the dinner table. A computer screen cannot teach bodylanguage, facial expressions, tone of voice or generational and
personal attachments. Human feelings of empathy and compassion to one in need can’t seep through the screen to the shy boy or
girl or one who is feeling fearful or depressed.
Social skills, manners, consideration, thoughtfulness, respect
for authority and the elderly cannot be taught in our schools if our
teachers must only focus on academics and technology. Unlike
past behavior in the classroom, teachers today have to deal with
disrespect and even violence. How can children learn human feelings and sensitivity or understand our common values, mores and
morals when teacher’s hands are tied to text and tests?
Technology will continue to develop the hard skills so that
intellectually our children can compete on levels we find hard to
imagine. But, you — and only you — can partner with Eti-Keys
Training Group to see to it that they will be provided the softskills to enable them to communicate their ideas and abilities, to
negotiate, and to verbally navigate the competitive global arena.
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Electronic Aggression: Technology and Youth Violence
A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Special Feature

Young people are using media technology, including cell phones, personal data assistants, and the Internet, to communicate with others in
the United States and throughout the world. Communication avenues,
such as text messaging, chat rooms, and social networking websites,
such as Twitter and Facebook, allow youth to easily develop relationships, some with people they have never met in person.
Media technology has many potential benefits for youth. It allows
young people to communicate with family and friends on a regular
basis. This technology also provides opportunities to make rewarding
social connections for those teens and pre-teens who have difficulty
developing friendships in traditional social settings or because of limited contact with same-aged peers. In addition, regular Internet access allows young people to
quickly increase their knowledge on a wide variety of topics.
However, the explosion in communication tools and avenues does not come without possible
risks. Youth can use electronic media to embarrass, harass or threaten their peers. Increasing numbers of teens and pre-teens are becoming victims of this new form of violence. Although many different terms, such as “cyberbullying,” “Internet harassment,” and “Internet bullying,” have been
used to describe this type of violence, “electronic aggression” is the term that most accurately captures all types of violence that occur electronically. Like traditional forms of youth violence, electronic aggression is associated with emotional distress and conduct problems at school. In fact,
recent research suggests that youth who are victimized electronically are also very likely to also be
victimized off-line. That is, they are likely to be sexually harassed, psychologically or emotionally
abused by a caregiver, witness an assault with a weapon, and raped.1
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) convened a panel of experts to discuss
issues related to the emerging public health problem of electronic aggression. The panel included
representatives from research universities, public school systems, federal agencies, and nonprofit
organizations. A special issue of the Journal of A dolescent Health summarizes the data and recommendations from this expert panel meeting.
For additional information, go to http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/youthviolence/
electronicaggression/

REST IN PEACE
Thousands of students each year attempt
suicide as the result of bullying. Tragically,
these beautiful children are only six of many
who succeeded. It is hard to imagine that
they felt the only way to escape their predators was by taking their own lives. No one
has the right to inflict such pain, yet it is
prevalent in our schools and communities.
Bullying in person, disrespect of personal
boundaries, cyberbullying and harassment
are negative behaviors that can have tragic
consequences. Stop bullying now!
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Save The Date
for our
2017 Celebrity Tea
and
Spectacular Auction

2016
Mini-Golf
Challenge
Photo
Album

Visit our website at
www.EtiKeys.org to
view and print a larger
version of our
photo album.
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