Our text today, 


continues what we picked up on Easter morning.  

Looking at what Jesus said, “is necessary,” 


or “must be done.”  

We live in a world of compromise, 


where there are a world of possibilities 



for almost any problem.  


Our vaccines show that tale, 



as there are 2 different methods 



and 7 different flavors 




to prevent the same virus.  


Our state governments show that reality 



as there are 50 states, 



and 50 different governments.  




Some things overlap, 





but no two are the same.  

So if there are all the different ways to get things done, 


how come Jesus said that this 


or that was necessary?

To which we come to the other side of reality.  


While almost anything is possible, 



once you do make a decision, 




certain other things go off the table of possibilities.  


If I am here preaching at 10:20 on a Sunday morning, 



I can't be in Montana skiing at the same time.  

At a certain point, 


making a decision opens up a number of other options 


and closes others.  

To which


 the Science Fiction world has had a field day with. 



 The Marvel Cinematic Universe, 




especially Dr. Strange, 



the DC Comic world, 



and even Bill Murray in Ground Hog Day had a fun with.  

You thought your hero has met their end,


 but let's change a choice



 and change how history plays out.

Underlying this way of thinking 


also reminds that the choices I make now 



have ripple effects through history.  


My choices matter.  

God can still redeem those choices for his glory, 


but God can not undo them.  

A question that sometimes plagues me is, 


“What would life had been like 



if I would had dated Lisa when she first asked me?”  

At the same time, 


the way things occurred, 



I know I came into the marriage more committed, 



more sure, 



and hopefully four years wiser.  

So in order to achieve everything just so, 


I invite you into the these weeks of Easter 



to look at what Jesus said was necessary.

Read Luke 9:21-27

Our text today 


echoes what we heard on Easter Sunday, 


but is obviously way before Easter happened.  

At this point, 


Jesus is not reminding them what was necessary, 


he is telling his disciples what is necessary.  

He is doing this at a turning point in the gospel of Luke.  


At the end of the chapter 9, 



Jesus sets his feet to Jerusalem.  


In this text, 



you see him turning his eyes that way.  


Peter has just declared that Jesus is the Christ, 



so the disciples have caught onto that idea.  


Following this, 



Jesus will be Transfigured.  

But here, 


we have Jesus telling us what is necessary. 


“The Son of Man must suffer many things 



and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 



and he must be killed 




and on the third day be raised to life.”   
At first hearing, 


this may sound just like what we heard on Easter morning.  

But like our Highlight pictures, 



some characters are replaced, 



and new ones added. 


 Little changes 


and context impact the larger meaning.  

If you combine all three sayings in chapter 24, 


verses 7, 26, and 44, 



you could almost put together what Jesus says here.  

Here in chapter 9, 


we hear more about who will reject “the Son of Man,” 


we hear that he will be killed 



and not specifically crucified, 


and he is raised to life 



instead of raised again.  

If we look at the Greek, 


we see the words for raised are actually different.  



The one in chapter 9 means, 




“to restore  




or change to a previous good state.”  



The one in chapter 22 means, 




“to cause someone to live again 





after having once died.”  


Jesus uses the broader of the two words for resurrection 



in this first volley, 


to make it easier to swallow, 



and we see that we still are not able to swallow the reality.  

Seeing that they overlap, 


but are not identical, 



that Jesus is building up to the fullness of what will happen.  

Seeing that he is beginning a mission 


and is doing what all great world saving agents do, 



only disclosing what is necessary to be known, 


what do we need to know in chapter 9 and why?

The first thing we need to be aware of 


is how Jesus phrased his announcement 



based on the context.  

Peter has just declared him the Christ, 


the Messiah.  

Jesus' next words are not, 


“The Christ must suffer many things.”  

They are, 


“The Son of Man must suffer.”  

Why this difference?  


We see that in chapter 24, 



they are almost used interchagebly.  



But not here. 

 A prominent reason is 


that Messiah denoted many things to the disciples 



that Jesus did not have as part of God's plan, 



but were part of man's ideals for their Messiah.  


So by changing the title, 



Jesus opens the palate to defining what he must do, 




without having total cognitive dissonance from the disciples.

What the Son of Man must do in suffering 


could be rationalized, 



as you have to step down your abilities 




if you are going to be welcomed.  


Just like an adult usually has to do 



when playing basketball with first graders.  

But the mind explosion at this point 


probably came from the the second half of the statement.  



Jesus being rejected by the elders, 



chief priests, 



and teachers of the law.  


How could this be?  



They were the ones that had taught about the Messiah coming, 



had taught about who the Son of Man was.  


How could they be the ones 



to reject the ones they taught about?

If we look at the structure of Luke however, 


it should come as no surprise that chapters 10, 11, and 12 



are filled with questioning 



and conflicts with the religious leadership.  


Highlighted especially in the woes to the Pharisees 



and experts in the law.  

The word used to say that the Pharisees 


and experts rejected Jesus,

 is the same word that a elected magistrate underwent in Greece, 


in order to hold office.  

What the religious establishment wanted from Jesus 


as their Messiah, 

Jesus did not provide for them.  

How does that square with your Savior?  


Is the Savior you think you want 



the same one that Jesus offers you in scripture? 

 I am going to guess 


you are similar to me 



and have to say, 




“There are parts that overlap, 





but there are parts that Jesus says and does in scripture, 




that I really do not think are necessary.”  


To which scripture calls out, 



“Was God made in man's image 



or man made in God's image?”

In case your image of God is still somewhat intact, 


then comes the next necessity.  

The Son of Man must be killed.  


Why is this necessary?  

Suffering yes, 


it is part of being human. 

Being rejected by the experts and authorities continues to happen.  

But why must he be killed?  


Not die, 


“but to cause someone’s death, 



normally by violent means, 




with or without intent 




and with or without legal justification.  

Jesus needs to not only face death, 


which comes to us all, 

but the harder part of death, 


when it seems unnaturally timed.  

There is a deeper reality of being killed versus dying.  


Far too many in our world are killed.  

Behind the killing 


there is a power and fear 



that have a grip on the core of who we are.  

I can face the thought of passing away in my sleep 


at my time.  

A harder reality to swallow


 is the thought of someone hating me so much, 


disagreeing with me so much, 



that they are willing to nail me to the cross for hours long suffering, 



or even just burn me at the stake for 20 minutes of screaming.  


But if our savior was going to redeem us, 



all of this must happen.  

The suffering must be experienced, 

the rejection must happen, 

the killing of the author of life must occur.

It all must occur, 


so that the way to new life can be written.  

If all our brokenness was not experienced, t


here would  have been an avenue for death to have its hold upon Jesus.  

Similar to the student who works hard to graduate 


and then finds out that they will not receive their diploma 



because they have an unpaid library fine.  

It seems like the fine is a petty thing,


 but those nuances have caused more than one student 



to make a mad dash to the bank 



and then the library.  

If Jesus was going to be able to defeat death, 


all of these things were necessary.  

If God's Kingdom was going to be established on earth, 


it could not have any of these encumbrances holding it back.

As it is,


 the Kingdom of God is free to be established upon the earth, 



because it was established through suffering.  

We as citizens of it, 


continue to build it 



through our suffering.  

If you are willing to suffer for a cause, 


what else can hold you back?  

The Kingdom is free to be established 


because it is not bound by the thoughts of the religious leadership, 


but upon God's interpretation of his own word.  

Therefore, 


God is not bound to do what we think will work best, 



but what he knows will actually work best.  

His Spirit is free to guide us on a journey


 that we would never have thought possible 



if left to our own devices.  

The Kingdom can come, 


because it has no fear in death. 



 It was established, 




by being killed.  


Hence the popular question this time of year, 



“Where O death is your sting?” 

 Most importantly, 


all of this leads to the Kingdom being established, 



by the most important part, 


which actually seems like in the context, 



was the least heard part. 




 “On the third day 





be raised to life.”

Jesus is almost jubilant it seems as he says this.  


But who was, 


who is, 


who will be ready to hear this?  

Who is ready to lay down this life, 


in the hopes of a new one 



without these restrictions?  

Who is ready to serve 


to the point of suffering? 

 Jesus' hope is that you will be ready.  


That you will be willing to lay down your life.  

But Jesus also knew 


that without him doing it first 



and in every respect, 


any of our efforts 



would prove futile.  


Just as the prophets before him had experienced.  

But because of what Jesus underwent, 


that being raised to new life is possible to us as well. 

 Let us joyfully explore the fullness of what that entails.  


With the reality that 



everything that was needed in order us to enjoy it, 




has been done.  



Because Jesus knew it was necessary. 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  

“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 

The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 
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